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National / State News

1. Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan will launch Which Programmed Of 100-day reading

campaign on January 1, 2022 ?
A. Ujjwal Bharat

B. Padhe Baharat

C. Utkarsh Bharart

D. Shikshit Bharat

Padhe Bharat 5
campaign to develop
reading proficiency

c-Aditya.Wadhawan
@timesgroup.com

adhe Bharat campaign
aims to bring reading
proficiency among
first-generation learners
which started on January 1,
2022. The campaign aims at
inculcating a reading habit
among students to help
them enhance their vocabu-
lary, critical thinking and en-
rich them with creative
ideas. The initial five books
that have been recommend-
ed forthe reading are: Atom-
ic Habitsby James Clear, Lit-
tle Book of Happiness by
Ruskin Bond, Reflection by
Swami Vivekanada, Chilika
by K R Ray and Atonement
by F M Senapati.
Speaking to FEducation
Times, Bonny Bhansali, prin-

cipal, The Green Acers Acad-
emy, Mumbai, which will
start implementing this pro-
gramme from January 10,
says, "Padhe Bharat cam-
paign would help the first-
generation learners by pro-
viding them with an expo-
suretoan environment of be-
ing proficient in reading En-
glish and other regional
languages even while being
at their home.” Kuldeep
Singh, principal, Govern-
ment Boys Senior Secondary
School (GBSSS) Number 1,
Adarsh Nagar says, “The
first-generationlearners find
it difficult to identify alpha-
bets and words. Teachersre-
main focussed on complet-
ing the syllabus and the con-
tent written in the textbooks
without developing stu-
dents' reading skills."

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched a 100-day reading campaign '‘Padhe

Bharat'

The launch of the 100 Days Reading Campaign is in alignmentwith the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020

Padhe Bharat campaign will focus on children studying in Balvatika to Grade 8.

The reading campaign will be organized for 100 days (14 weeks) starting from January 1, 2022, to
April 10, 2022. This campaign has also been aligned with the vision and goals of the foundational

Literacy and Numeracy mission.
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2. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi released 10th instalment of financial benefit under
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme enabled the transfer of an amount
of more than Rs. 20,000 crore to more than 10 crore beneficiary farmer families From When
Was PM-KISAN Cecame Operationalised?

A. 1s:December 2016
B. 1s:December 2017
C. 1s:December 2018
D. 1s:December 2019

PM-KISAN scheme: Modi
releases 320,900 cr to farmers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, Janvary 1

PRIME MINISTERNARENDRA
n  Modi on Saturday released
iy over 320,900 crore to more
ie than 10.09 crore farmers
10 across India as 10th instal-
y, mentoffinancial aid underthe
r PM-KISAN scheme. 3

Modireleasedtheamountto W \WL 88y e s

i- beneficiaries at an event held  Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the release of the
h  through video conference. 10th instalment of financial aid under the PM Kisan Samman

h Under the Pradhan Mantri  Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme, in New Delhi on Saturday P11
i- Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-
KISAN) scheme, a financial The virtual event was launched as part of govern-

benefit of 6,000 per year is
provided to the eligible farmer
families, payable in three equal
instalments of ¥2,000. The
money is transferred directly
tothebankaccountof theben-
eficiaries.

During thevirtual event, the
Prime Minister also released an
equity grant of more than ¥14
crore toabout 351 Farmer Pro-
ducer Organizations (FPOs),
benefiting 1.24 lakh farmers.

attended by as many as nine
chief ministers, several minis-
ters from different states, and
representatives of agricultural
institutions,

Ontheoccasion, Union Agri-
culture Minister Narendra
SinghTomarsaid on the first day
of the New Year 2022, around
20,900 crore is being trans-
ferred toabout 10.09 crore ben-
eficiaries. He also said the PM-
KISAN  programme  was

ment's effort to help double
income of farmers. The 9th
instalment of PM-KISAN was
released by in August 2021.

With the released latest
tranche, the total amount pro-
vided under the scheme has
touched about ¥1.8 lakh crore.
PM-KISAN scheme was
announced in February 2019
Budget. Thefirstinstalment was
for the period December 2018
to March 2019.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the 10th installment of financial benefitunderthe Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme around 20,900 crore is being transferred to about
10.09 crore beneficiaries.

During the virtual event, the Prime Minister also released an equity grant of more than %14 crore to
about 351 Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), benefiting 1.24 lakh farmers.

With the released latest tranche, the total amount provided under the scheme hastouched about
%1.8 lakh crore

the PM-KISAN scheme was announced in February 2019. Underthe PM-KISAN scheme, a financial
benefitof 26,000 per year is provided to the eligible farmer families, payable in three equal
installments of 2,000.
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3. Which Of The Following State stood first in the country in the list of highest number of open
defecation free (ODF Plus) villages under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phasell
programme till December 31, 2021 ?

A. Uttar Pradesh
B. Odisha

C. Telangana

D. Tamil Nadu

Telangana tops Open
Defecation Free plus list

13.737 of 14,200 villages in State feature on the Central list

R. AVADHANI
TDHU\RM‘

Once again, Telangana stood
first in the country in the list
of highest number of open
defecation free (ODF Plus)
villages under the Swachh
Bharat Mission (Grameen)
Phase-II programme till De-
cember 31, 2021.

As many as 13,737 out of
14,200 villages in the State
are in the ODF Plus list,
which is 96.74%. Tamil Nadu
followed with 4,432 villages
(35.39%) and Karnataka with
1,511 villages (5.59%). Gujarat
took the 17" position with
only 83 villages (0.45%).

The Telangana govern-
ment has enacted a new Te-
langana Panchayat Raj Act to

Malyala village in Telangana.

ensure holistic development
of villages.

A secretary has been post-
ed in every panchayat for
smooth execution of welfare
programmes, close monitor-
ing, digital reporting and to
ensure prevalence of good

governance in villages.

The government has
stressed on garbage collec-
tion and scientific disposal.
Garbage bins have been dis-
tributed to all households

“The implementation of
Palle Pragathi programme :
for holistic development of
villages is being uploaded on !
SBM (G) 2.0 mobile app,
which gets reported at the
national level dashboard. Te-
langana State, as per the
SBM (Grameen) phase-II
dashboard, became numero
uno in India by declaring the
highest number of ODF vil-
lages,” commissioner of Pan-
chayat Raj and Rural Deve-
lopment A. Sharath told The
Hindu. '

Telangana stood firstin the country in the list of highest number of open defecation free (ODF

Plus) villages under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-Il programme till December
31, 2021

As many as 13,737 out of 14,200 villages in the State are in the ODF Plus list,

This was followed by Tamil Nadu with 4,432 villages (35.39%) and Karnataka with 1,511 villages
(5.59%).

Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) - the Prime Minister of India had launched the Swachh
Bharat Mission on 2nd October 2014
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4. Consider The Following Statements Regarding Parliamentary Pannel Which Seeks To Raise

Legal Age Of Women To 21

1. The Pannel which seeks to raise the legal age of marriage for women to 21 has only one

woman BJP MP Sushmita Dev out of 31 members.

2. The parliamentary standing committee, Is led By BJP leader Vinay Sahasrabuddhe

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct

A.Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1And 2

D. None Of The Above

the parliamentary standing
committee, Prohibition on Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill Will Be Headed By enior
BJP leader Vinay Sahasrabuddhe,

Trinmool Congress MP Sushmita Dev is
the only woman among the 31 members.

the bill will amend seven personal laws --
the Indian Christian Marriage Act; the Parsi
Marriage and Divorce Act; the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act; the
Special Marriage Act; the Hindu Marriage
Act; and the Foreign Marriage Act.

This amendment gives equality to men and
women in allowing both to marry at 21.

o

Only l woman MP in
marriage Bill panel

feedback@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he parliamentary panel
assigned to examine the
landmark Bill that seeks

to raise the legal age of mar-
riage for women to 21 hasonly
onewoman MP out of 3l mem-
bers.

The Prohibition of Child
Marriage (Amendment) Bill,
which will have wider influ-
ence over society, especially
females, was

Sabha website, TMC MP Sush-
mita Dev is the only woman
among the 31 members.

Devsaid, “I wish there were
more woman MPsin the com-
mittee but having said that we
will make sure all interest
groups are heard.”

NCP MP Supriya Sule
echoed Dev. Sule, who has
been raising women-centric
issues in parliament, said that
the chairman hasthe power to
invite people before the panel.
So formore inclusive and wider

discussions, he

introducedinLok  TMC MP Sushmita can invite other
Sabha during the Dev is the only woman MPs.

winter session woman among The depart-
and referred t0  the 31 membersin ™ Hllt -related
the Parliamentary standingcommit-
Standing Com- the panel qu by tees are perma-
mittee on Educa- BJP leader Vinay nent, while joint
tion, Women, Sahasrabuddhe and select com-

Children, Youth,
and Sports.

The bill, piloted by the
women and child development
ministry, seeks toincrease the
legal age of marriage from18to
21

According to the members’
list of the parliamentary stand-

ing committee, led by senior

BJP leader Vinay Sahasrabud-
dhe, available on the Rajya

mittees are con-

stituted from time
totime todeal with billsand rel-
evant subjectsofvarious minis-
tries. These panels are consti-
tuted by both Lok Sabha and
RajyaSabha.

The proposed law will apply
toall communitiesinthe coun-
try and, once enacted, will
supersede existing marriage
and personal laws.
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5. Consider The Following Statement Regarding Kaziranga elevated road plan :
1. The 35 km elevated road will run along an existing arterial highway.
2. Centre had virtually cleared the 35km project worth Rs 6,000 crore.

3. Kaziranga project” will have two tunnels — one with an estimated length of 1.5 km and the
other of 600 metres.

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?

A.Only1And3

B.Only1And 2
C. All Of The Above
D. Only2 And 3

Kaziranga elevated road plan awaits nod

o pos)

the wildlife and human set-

The 35-km stretch will run over nine

corridors used by animals of the park

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

The Assam government is
awaiting the Centre’s clea-
rance for an elevated road
over nine corridors used by
the animals of the Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger Re-
serve usually during high
floods.

The 35-km elevated road
will run along an existing ar-
terial highway.

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sa-
turday said the Centre had
virtually cleared the 35km
project worth 6,000 crore.
But officials of the Public
Works Department said they
were awaiting clearance
from the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways

(MoRTH). “But we expect
the dearance in a fortnight
or so,” a senior official said.

One of the reasons why
the MoRTH took longer to
process the project was the
State government’s align-
ment report for a two-lane
road that was deemed to be
short-sighted. The Ministry
sought a revised report, ad-
vising the State authorities to
think “100 years ahead” and
go for a four-lane project.

“We will have to prepare a
detailed project report to the
Ministry after receiving its
go-ahead. The next stage en-
tails obtaining clearance
from the Environment Mi-
nistry and the National
Board for Wildlife,” the offi-
cial said.

4w tlements along the highway,”

ML AT PR R

~ Fi g e
An elephant and a calf
waiting to cross a road at the
Kaziranga park «#iLe ot

According to the blue-
print, the “Kaziranga pro-
ject” will have two tunnels —
one with an estimated length
of 1.5 km and the other of
600 metres.

“The alignment was fixed
in coordination with the Wil-
dlife Institute of India. Apart
from the engineering aspect,
the designing was done to
ensure minimum harm to

the official said.

‘Clear encroachments’
Kaziranga's field director P.
Sivakumar said the project
would not benefit the park
known as the best address of
the one-horned rhino if the
settlements and encroach-
ment on the animal corri-
dors were not cleared. “Peo-
ple settled on or near the
corridors need to be relocat-
ed and compensated,” he
said. :
The highway along the
southern edge of Kaziranga
has often proved fatal for

animals fleeing the park dur-

ing floods for the safety of
the hills of the Karbi Anglong
district further south. Speed

restrictions during the mon-

soon often fail to prevent the
animals from being run over.

The Assam governmentis awaiting the Centre’s clearance for an elevated road over nine corridors
used by the animals of the Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve usually during high floods

The 35-km elevated road will run along an existing arterial highway

The “Kaziranga project” will have two tunnels — one with an estimated length of 1.5 km and the other
of 600 metres.It is a national park in the Golaghatand Nagaon districts of Assam.

Governor Jagdish Mukhi Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
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6. With reference to the air sports, consider the following statements:
1. According to draft National Air Sports Policy 2022 (NASP), an Air Sports Federation of India
(ASFI) will be established as the apex governing body.
2. The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), headquartered in Lausanne, Switzerland
is the world governing body for air sports.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1only

B. 2 only

C. BBothland 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

New policy aims to make [ndia top air sports nation

TERAJA SIMHAN
Chennal, january 2

The Civil Aviation Ministry on
Saturday has released a draft
National Air Sports Policy 2022
(NASP) to promote air sports
sector. The policy aims to make
the sport safe, affordable, ac
cessible,enjoyable and sustain-
able. The vision is to make In-
dia as one of the top air sports
nations by 2030.

The Ministry has sought
feedback and comments by
January 31

Alr sports encompasses vark
ous activities such as airra
cing, aerobatics, aeromode}
ling, hang gliding,
paragliding, paramotoring
and skydiving.

Systems and processes need
to be simplified and made
more transparent; quality,
safety and security needs to be
enhanced; and investments in
infrastructure,  technology,
training and awareness build
ing need to be facilitated, the
draft policysaid.

India has the potential to be
among the top nations in air
sports.Itis time to make it hap-

pen, said Amber Dubey, Joint
Secretary to the Government
of India, Chairperson, NASP
Drafting Committee.

What does it entail?

The draft NASP 2022 was pre-
pared by the committee com-
prising senior officials from
the Centre,Armed Forces,Aero
Club of India, National Cadet
Corps and experts,

The plan is also to develop
and manufacture air sports
equipment in India in line
with the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan, the draft policy says.

The plan is to have a two-tier
governance structure with Air
Sports Federation of India as
the apex governing body and
air sportspecific associations
handling day-to-day activities.

ASH shall be an autonomous

body under the Ministry of
CivilAviation and represent In-
dia at FAl and other global plat
forms related to air sports. It
will also provide governance
over all aspects of air sports in-
cluding but not limited to, reg-
ulation, certification, competi
tions, awards and penalties.

The State governments and
Union Territories will endeaw
our to develop the necessary
infrastructure and facilitate
promotion of air sports and
tourism. This may include de-
velopment of new air sports
centres, construction of new
runways or repairing existing
ones, development of new
launch and landing pads; and
financial support for events
and training.

The International Olympic
Committee is considering the
inclusion of air sports in 10C-
approved events. Competi
tionswill be conducted incom-
pliance with the Switzerland-
based Federation Aeronaut-
ique Internationale enabling
associations to keep track of
performances as per global
norms, the draft paper said.

The vision of the policy is to make India one of the top air sports nations by 2030.

NASP 2022 covers sports like aerobatics, aeromodelling, amateur-builtand experimental aircraft,
ballooning, drones, gliding, hang gliding and paragliding; microlighting and paramotoring; skydiving
and vintage aircraft.

An Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) will be established as the apex governing body

The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), headquartered in Lausanne, Switzerland is the
world aovernina body for air sports.
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7. Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in Space Science & Technology has been inaugurated in
which university?

a. Madras University

b. Chandigarh University
c. Allahabad University
d. Delhi University

DEfence Minister Rajnath Singh on Monday inaugurated the Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in
Space Science & Technology at Chandigarh University

The Union Minister also launched Chandigarh University's Defence Scholarship Scheme, worth Rs
10 Crore, for the wards of Defence Personnel of the three services

this state-of-the-art space centre would be the Ground Control Station (GCS) for the Chandigarh
University's Student Satellite (CUSAT), an in-house developed nano-satellite being designed by the
students of Chandigarh University

With the launch of CUSAT, Punjab will become the first border state in Indiato have its own satellite
In space.

8. Union Education Minister and Skill Development Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched
NEAT 3.0, a single platform to provide the best-developed ed-tech solutions and courses to
students of the country. What Is The Full Form Of NEAT ?

a. National Educational Alliance for Technology

b. National Educational Association for Technology
c. Non Educational Alliance for Technology

d. National Educational Alliance for Training

Union Education Minister and Skill Development Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched NEAT
3.0, a single platform to provide the best-developed ed-tech solutions and courses to students of the
country.

He also launched AICTE prescribed technical books in regional languages.

58 global and Indian start-up ed-tech companies are onboard NEAT and are offering 100 courses &
e-resources for bettering learning outcomes,

Under NEAT 3.0, more than 12 lakh socially and economically disadvantaged students have
received free ed-tech course coupons worth over 3253 crore.

National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) is an initiative to provide the use of best-
developed technological solutions such as Artificial Intelligence in the education sector

Page 7 of 108
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

@ ouidely 7l cwJ

Weekly Optimum CA Q&A PDF -Based on Recent Exam Trend
First Week of January (1st— 7t January 2022)

9. On 04 January 2022, PM Modi inaugurated New Integrated Terminal Building at Maharaja Bir
Bikram Airport At Which Of The Follwoing Place ?

A. Agartala

B. Imphal PM opensintegrated terminal

building at airportin Agartala

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the New
Integrated Terminal Building of Maharaja Bir Bikram (MBB) Air-
port in Agartala on Tuesday. Addressing the gathering, the PM
said, “The airportisablend of Tripura’s culture, natural beauty and
modern facilities. It will play abigrole in enhancing air connectiv-
ity in the North East. We are progressing in full earnest to make
Tripura the gateway to the northeast.” SWATILUTHRA

C. Itanagar
D. Dispur

PM Modi inaugurated New Integrated Terminal Building at Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport At
Agartala

Prime Minister said that the current regime came up with the Mantra of HIRA - H to Highway, |
to Internet way, R to railways and A to Airways for improving the connectivity in Tripura.

The New Integrated Terminal Building of Maharaja Bir Bikram Airport is built at a cost of about
450 crore

He also launched Mukhyamantri Tripura Gram Samriddhi Yojana and Project Mission 100 of
Vidyajyoti Schools.

10.Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has launched a web portal for PM's Excellence award in
Public Administration for the year 2021-22. The prize money has been increased fromRs.10
lakh to What Amount to the awarded District/Organization ?

A. Rs 15 Lakh
B. Rs 20 Lakh
C. Rs 50 Lakh
D. Rs 25 Lakh

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh has launched a web portal for PM's Excellence award in Public
Administration for the year 2021-22.

Now, the award is given on the performance of the district rather than the performance of the
District Collector or individual civil servant

The prize money has also been increased from Rs.10 lakh to Rs.20 lakh to the awarded
District/Organization.

Now, it has become mandatory for all District Collectors to apply for the Award
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11.In January 2022, which state collaborated with the Indian School of Business (ISB) to empower
the state’s forest economy?

a. Uttarakhand
b. Jharkhand

c. Chhattisgarh
d. Assam

Taking a significant step towards creating jobs and wealth through a model of sustainable
development, the Jharkhand government has collaborated with the Indian School of Business
(ISB) for a unique initiative to empower the state's forest economy. The Jharkhand government
has joined hands with the Indian School of Business to launch an initiative aimed at empowering
state’s forest economy and creating jobs and wealth through a sustainable development model.

Scheduled Tribe, Scheduled Caste, Minority and Backward Class Welfare along the Department
of Forests, Jharkhand, signed an MoU with the Bharti Institute of Public Policy at Indian School of
Business (ISB), Hyderabad, to develop scalable and sustainable solutions focussing on forest-
based industrial value chains.

12.Recently In January the central government Has Announced To launch a first of its kind a
district level Good Governance Index in Which Of The Following State to assess the status of
governance ?

A. Kerala

B. Jammu And Kashmir
C. Delhi

D. Punjab

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will release the District Good Governance Index for 20 districts
of Jammu and Kashmir, the first of its kind index for a union territory.

The event to be organised jointly by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) and Jammu and Kashmir with the technical support from the Centre for
Good Governance (CGG) Hyderabd in pursuance of the announcements made in the “Behtar e-
Hukumat — Kashmir Aelamia” resolution adopted on July 2, 2021

Jammu district topped the composite ranking, followed by Doda and Samba districts of the
Jammu Division.This was followed by Pulwama district of the Srinagar Division at fourth spot and
Srinagar district at the fifth

Srinagar district bagged the firstrank in in Public Infrastructure and Utilities sector
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13.Recently In January Which Of The Following State Has Announced A New Scheme
“Mukhyamantri Krishak Uparjan Sahatya Yojana “A Scheme Aimed At Providing Budgetary

Allocation To Food And Civil Supplies Corporation ?
A. Uttar Pradesh

B. Madhya Pradesh

C. Jharkhand

D. Bihar

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Farmer Crop
Acquisition Assistance Scheme 2022: Madhya
Pradesh government has launched a new MP
Mukhyamantri Krishak Fasal Uparjan Sahayata
Yojana 2022 for farmers.

For Mukhyamantri Krishak Fasal Uparjan
Sahayata Yojana, govt. has allocated Rs. 2,000
crore in the MP state budget 2021-22.

MP Mukhyamantri Krishak Uparjan Sahayta Yojna,

a scheme aimed at providing budgetary allocation

to enable government agencies such as the Food

and Civil Supplies Corporation and Markfed to tide
over operational losses

MP cabinet approves
scheme to help govt
procurement agencies

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, JANUARY 4

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment in a Cabinet meeting
Tuesday gave its nod to MP
Mukhyamantri Krishak Uparjan
Sahayta Yojna, a scheme aimed
at providing budgetary alloca-
tiontoenable government agen-
cies such as Food and Civil
Supplies Corporation and
Markfed to tide over operational
losses incurred during procure-
ment of grains from farmers.
The announcement comes
at a time the MP government
has suffered a cumulative oper-
ation loss of nearly Rs 6,000
crore in procurement of grains,
and another Rs 12,000 crore is
stuck in unsettled accounts of
grains procured by the Centre.
The MP government pro-
cures grain through the
Department of Food Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection, along with MP
Markfed. It receives payments
for procured grain from the
Centre after the stock is lifted.
These agencies in turn borrow
loans to pay farmers within 10
days, while awaiting its dues
with the Centre to be settled.
“This scheme had been
broughttoensure agencies such
as MP Markfed out of the vicious

cycle of paying heavy intereston
loans taken to ensure procure-
ment and timely payment to
farmers,” state Agricultural
Minister Kamal Patel said. “If the
present set-up continues with-
outany interventions, these de-
partments reeling under huge
debts will not be able to under-
take procurement.”

He also said that in cases of
many crops, and pulses such as
moong, the state government
procured around 1 lakh metric
tons against the stipulated pro-
curement limit of 95,000 met-
ric tons set by the Centre.

The move was undertaken
toensure farmers get a fair mar-
ket price. However, the cost of in-
creased procurement was borne
by the state government
through loans. But the dues are
paid back to the state govern-
mentonly once the stockis lifted
from the godown.

A senior state official said
that in cases where stocks are
not taken, refused, or rejected,
the operation and other pro-
curement cost is entirely borne
by government agencies.

Until March 2021, the MP
governmenthadadebtofRs2.5
lakh crore in loans, which ex-
ceeded itsbudget of Rs2.41 lakh
crore. The government presently
pays Rs 20,942 crore every year
asinterest.
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14.Recently, R K Singh has dedicated Automatic Generation Control to the nation. It will be
operated by Which Of The Following ?

A. Tata Power

B. National Thermal Power Corporation Limited
C. Power Grid Corporation of India Limited

D. Power System Operation Corporation

Union Powerand New and Renewable Energy Minister, R K Singh has dedicated Automatic
Generation Control to the nation.

It will help in achieving the government’s target of 500 GW non -fossil fuel-based generation capacity
by 2030.Automatic Generation Control will be operated by Power System Operation Corporation
(POSOCO) through National Load Despatch Centre.

POSOCO will send signals to every power plantthrough AGC every 4 seconds to maintain the
frequency and reliability of the Power System.R.K. Singh has also released a report titled
“‘Assessment of Inertia in Indian Power System”. It has been prepared by POS OCO with the help of
IIT Bombay.Power System Operation Corporation:

It is responsible for monitoring the integrated operation of the Power System in India

15.Which ministry in association with Common Services Centers (CSC) will undertake the first-ever
cultural survey of India’s villages ?

A. Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

B. Ministry of Culture

C. Ministry of Education

D. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Ministry of Culture in association with Common Services Centers (CSC) will undertake the first-
ever cultural survey of India’s villages

The survey titled ‘Mera Gaon, Meri Dharohar’ will document the cultural identity at the village
level. Itis expected to be completed by mid-2022.

It will identify the uniqueness of village, block, and district. It will conduct meetings with citizens
and gather facts about their villages, customs, traditions, festivals, and beliefs

Common Services Centers will develop a mobile application and train more than 4 lakh Village
Level Entrepreneurs (VLES) for conducting surveys

It will conduct the survey in 6.38 lakh villages and upload the details on the mobile application.
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16.Which district of Odisha has declared itself a child marriage free district in January 2022?
A. Khordha
B. Dhenkanal
C. Ganjam
D. Gajapati

The Odisha government has declared Ganjam as the first districtin the state to be free of child
marriages

Ganjam had started a programme called Nirbhaya Kadhi (Fearless bud) in 2019. The campaign

helped prevent adolescent girlsfrom dropping out of school, and counselling them.

government has announced ¥50,000 for people who inform them about any child marriage
happening in their area. Previously, the reward money used to be %5,000."

17.In January 2022, which of the following ministry has launched "Smart Cities and Academia
Towards Action and Research (SAAR)" program?

A. Ministry of Home Affairs

B. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
C. Ministry of Rural Development

D. Ministry of Jal Shakti

It is a joint initiative of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, National Institute of Urban
Affairs and leading Indian academic institutions of the country.

Under the program, 15 premier architecture & planning institutes of the country will be working
with Smart Cities to document landmark projects undertaken by the Smart Cities Mission.

Smart City Mission Launched In 2015 under MoHUA to drive economic growth and improve the
guality of life of people by enabling local development and harnessing technology as a means to
create smart outcomes for citizens.
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18.How many One District One Product (ODOP) brands under PMIFME scheme have been
launched by Food Processing Industries Minister Pashupati Kumar Paras?

A. Three
B. Six
C. Eight
D. Ten

Food Processing Industries Minister Pashupati Kumar Paras has launched six One District One
Product (ODOP) brands under PMFME scheme.

The names of brands are Amrit Phal (Gurugram, Haryana ), Cori Gold (Kota, Rajasthan),
Kashmiri Mantra (Kulgam, Jammu and Kashmir), Madhu Mantra (Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh),
Somdana (Thane, Maharashtra), and Whole Wheat Cookies (Delhi) of Dilli Bakes.

Ministry has signed an agreement with NAFED for developing 10 brands of selected One District
One Product under branding and marketing component of the scheme.Out of these, six brands
were launched

PMFME Scheme - Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises

19.The Karnataka government has inked an MoU with the Singapore-based LNG Alliance
Company to build the state's first LNG terminal in which Of The Following city?

A. Bengaluru
B. Mangaluru
C. Mysuru

D. Vijayapura

The Karnataka government has inked an MoU with the Singapore-based LNG Alliance Company
to build the state's first LNG terminal in Mangaluru

The terminal will be established in collaboration with the New Mangalore Port Trust (NMPT) and
would cost Rs 2,250 crore.

The project is part of the Union Government's strategy to boost the alternative fuel sector in order
to reach net-zero carbon by 2070.
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20.In A First Federation of Hotel & Restaurant Associations of India (FHRAI), has signed a historic
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Which State government to promote hospitality
and related infrastructure .?

A. Jharkhand

B. Jammu And Kashmir
C. Haryana

D. Himachal Pradesh

Federation of Hotel & Restaurant Associations of India (FHRAI) has signed a historic
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Government of Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) to
promote hospitality and related infrastructure inthe Union Territory.

This is the first timein history that a joint MoU has been signed between an Association of hotels

and restaurants and the Government

The Federation of Hotel & Restaurant Associations of India (FHRAI) is the apex body of the
Indian Hospitality industry. Founded in 1955, is the third-largest Hospitality associationin the
world and has diligently built on its rich legacy.

21.Recently In Janaury RailTel, a public sector undertaking of the Railway Ministry, has
operationalised a scheme in partnership with ‘CSC e-Governance Services India Ltd’ (CSC-SPV)
and the Ministry of Electronics and IT under which Common Service Centre (CSC) kiosks will
come up at How Many railway stations across India ?
A.216

B. 200
C. 191
D. 142

In a unique public friendly initiative, RailTel, a PSU of Ministry of Railways has operationalized a
scheme of setting up of Common Service Centre (CSC) Kiosks (stalls) at Railway Stations
across India at around 200 Railway stations

The move will help the public visiting railway stations to take advantage of various services
offered by CSC at station itself. The services offered by CSC include booking of the travelling
ticketsThese kiosks have been named as ‘RailWire Saathi Kiosks’ as RailWire is the brand name
of the retail broadband service of RailTel

To begin with, the RailWire Saathi CSC kiosks at Varanasi City Railway station and Prayagraj
City Railway station in Uttar Pradesh
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22.Consider The Following Statement Regarding 3rd National Water Awards-2020 :
1. The first National Water Award was launched by the Jal Shakti Ministry in 2018.
2. In the Best State category, Uttar Pradesh has been awarded first prize, followed by
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.
Which Of The Following Statem,ent Is Correct ?
A.Only 1

B. Only 2
C. Both1And 2

D. None oF tHE Above UP tops Jal Ministry’s
National Water Awards

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 7

THE UNION Jal Shakti Ministry on Friday announced
the winners of National Water Awards 2020, with
Uttar Pradesh getting first prize in the best state cat-
egory and ITC Limited Kolkata and Adani Foundation,
Gujarat securing 1st and 2nd prize respectively in
the best industry for CSR activities category.

Announcing the winners, Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Shekhawat said that India’s current water
requirement is estimated to be around 1,100 billion
cubic meters per year, whichis projected to go up to

Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri 1,447 billion cubic meters by 2050. He said the aim
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat announced of the awards is to encourage competition.

3rd National Water Awards-2020 In the best state category, Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu have begged 2nd and 3rd prize. Inthe best in-
stitution/RWA/ religious organizations for campus
category, Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board bagged
the first prize. Welspun India Textile Ltd, Gujaratand

India’s current water requirement is Hyundai Motor India Ltd, Tamil Nadu bagged 1stand
estimated to be around 1,100 billion cubic second prize in the best industry category.

meters per year, projected to go up to
1,447 billion cubic meters by 2050.The e —
first National Water Award was launched
by the Jal Shakti Ministry in 2018.

In the Best State category, Uttar Pradesh
has been awarded first prize, followed by
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
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23.Recently In Janaury Union Minister Of State For Science & Technology Jitendra Singh
Inaugurated India’s First Open Rock Museum At Which Of The Following Place ?

A. Lucknow
B. Hyderabad
C. Jhansi

D. Delhi

First open rock museum maugurated

Rocks from across
India displayed on
CSIR-NGRI campus

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for
Science & Technology Jiten-
dra Singh inaugurated In-
dia’s first open rock museum
displaying different types of
rocks gathered from diffe-
rent States of ages ranging
from 3.3 billion years to
around 55 million years on
the campus of the CSIR-Na-
tional Geophysical Research
Institute (NGRI) here on
Thursday.

About 46 rocks of diffe-
rent sizes have been dis-
played in a garden with de-
scriptions giving the
economic and scientific im-

™M
K

Diversity in stone: The rock museum at the CSIR-NGRI in Hyderabad. =c.ramaxrisuna

portance of some of them lo-
cated as deep as 175 km from
the surface of the earth. The
rocks are from Odisha, Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jhark-
hand, Jammu & Kashmir and
others.

The Minister suggested
that the museum be promot-

»

ed among students and en-
thusiasts. “It should be one
of the important places to vi-
sit in this city of composite
culture as these are monu-
ments of modern India.”
Pointing out that the
country was celebrating 75
years of Independence and

CSIR celebrating 80 years of
its formation, he said it was
the right time to integrate
synergies to make the coun-
try self-reliant in many sec-
tors. About 75 science mu-
seums would be coming up
in association with the Minis-
try of Culture, he said.

Jitender Singh, Union Minister of State for Science and Technology, has inaugurated the first
open rock museum on the CSIR-National Geophysical Research Institute campus (NGRI) in

Hyderabad

The Open Rock Museum displays 35 various types of rocks from all around India, ranging in age
from 3.3 hillion years to roughly 55 millionyears

The stones have been brought from Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Jammu and
Kashmir, and other states
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24.How many tiger reserves of India have received accreditation of the Global Conservation
Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS)?

A. 16
B.12
C.10
D. 14

The 19th meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) was organized on 5th
January under the chairmanship of Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav.

During the meeting, the environment minister unveiled the Action Plan for the introduction of
Cheetah in India.

The cheetah has become extinctin India. Wildlife Institute of India and the Wildlife Trust of India
will bring around 8-12 cheetahs from South Africa, Namibia, and Botswana to India. He also
informed that the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change had organized the ‘India for
Tigers: ARally on Wheels’ campaign.14 tiger reserves in India have received accreditation of the
Global Conservation Assured Tiger Standards (CA|TS).National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA):It was established in December 2005 on the recommendation of the Tiger Task Force.lt
has been constituted under the provision of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

25.In January 2022, UNNATI portal has been launched by Chief Minister of which of the following
states?

A. Uttarakhand

B. Himachal Pradesh
C. Haryana

D. Punjab

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur haslaunched UNNATI portal. He also launched a
website and mobile app of HP State Industrial Development Corporation (HPSIDC).

UNNATI portal will enable the users to work in collaboration with others and focus on individual
projects.

Rajendra Arlekar is the current Governor of Himachal Pradesh and Chief Ministeris Jai Ram Thakur
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26.NHPC Limited has signed agreement with GEDCOL for development of 500 megawatts floating
solar projects on different water bodies in which of the following states?
A. Chhattisgarh

B. Jharkhand

C. Odisha
D. Bihar

NHPC Limited (National Hydroelectric Power Corporation) has signed an agreement with Green
Energy Development Corporation of Odisha (GEDCOL).Under the agreement, 500 megawatts
(MW) floating solar projects will be developed on different water bodies in the state

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the agreement was signed between NHPC and
GEDCOL in July 2020.

In the first stage, about 300 MW floating solar capacity will be installed in the reservoir of Rengali
hydro electricity project.

NTPC has already commissioned a floating solar PV project of 25 MW capacity on the reservoir
of its Simhadri thermal stationin Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh

27.The 24th National Conference on e-Government (NCeG) has been organized in which city on
January 7-8, 2022?

A. Mumbai
B. Hyderabad
C. Lucknow
D. Bangalore

24th National Conference on e-Government (NCeG) has been organized in Hyderabad on
January 7-8, 2022.

OThis conference has been conducted by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG) and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), in
collaboration with the Telangana state government.

The theme of the two-day conference is 'India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post
Pandemic World'.

During the conference, 26 e-Governance initiatives will be honoured with National Awards for e-
Governance 2021 in six categories.
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28.Which of the following statement is correct regarding the revised expenditure limit for
contesting Lok Sabha and Assembly polls?
1. The expenditure limit for candidates contesting Lok Sabha elections has been increased
from Rs 70 lakh to Rs 95 lakh.
2. The expenditure limit for candidates contesting Assembly polls has been increased from Rs
28 lakh to Rs 40 lakh.
Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?
A.Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1And 2
D. None Of The Above

Candidate Expenditure Limit Raised to T40L From
T28L for State Polls; EC to Promote Virtual Rallies

Several political parties had earlier
requested the poll panel to revise the
expenditurelimits, especially in view
of increased expenses on account of

Our Political Bureau

Tar Economic Tives

New Delhi: Aheadof the high-stakes

assembly elections to five states, the
Centre has hiked the expenditure li-
mit for contesting candidates, on the
recommendation of the Election
Commission of India.

Thelimit hasbeen increased toRs 95
lakh from 270 lakh for parliamentary
constituencies and to 240 lakh from
28 lakh for a candidate contesting as-
sembly elections.

For smaller states, it is 275 lakh (up
from 254 lakh) in parliamentary polls,
and Rs 26 lakh in assembly elections

Poll Panel Likely to Hike

Spe

VIRTUAL RALLY PUSH

same and notified the increase with
an amendment to Rule 90 of the Con-

virtual campaign modesand other so-
cial distancing norms necessitated
due to the pandemic.

The poll panel had set upa two-mem
ber committee in 2020, under ECI Di-
rector General Umesh Sinha and ex
Indian Revenue Service officer Ha-
rish Kumar, to reassess existing ex-
penditure limits for candidates.

The increase in the number of vo-
ters over the years and the rise in the
Cost Inflation Index among other fac-
tors were considered by the panel.

(up from 220 lakh). lncrease tO ductof Election Rules, 1961. The expenditure limit - the amo-
Candidates in Goaand Manipur .8 ET was the first to report November untacandidate can legally spend for
willbeable tospend 28 lakh now, nUdge DOIItI- 30thatthelimitswouldbehikedinthe his campaign and must account for
while those in Uttar Pradesh, - . ?951akh to 240 lakh range. —was last revised comprehensively
Punjab and Uttarakhand will ha- Cal DartIES tO The move comes at a time whenthe in 2014. The EC rulebook requires
vea 40 lakh limit. The new limits . : poll panel is set to advocate more reli- that each candidate file details of ex-
will come into effect immediate- hOId Vll’tual I’allles ance on virtual rallies than public penditure incurred in the campaign
ly inthe upcoming elections. . . ones in poll-bound states, in view of  within 30 days of the declaration of
The law ministry has approved the am|d pandemlc the Omicron variant of Covid-19, election results.

—
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Election Commission (EC) has decided to increase the expenditure limit for candidates
contesting Lok Sabha, Assembly polls.

The expenditure limit for candidates contesting Lok Sabha elections has been increased from Rs
70 lakh to Rs 95 lakh.For Lok Sabha polls, the revised expenditure limit for candidate of smaller
state is Rs 75 lakh.The expenditure limit for candidates contesting Assembly polls has been
increased from Rs 28 lakh to Rs 40 lakh

For assembly polls, a candidate in smaller states can spend maximum Rs 28 lakh.

For the upcoming election, the expenditure limit for candidates in Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and
Uttarakhand will be Rs 40 Lakh while it will be Rs 28 lakh for candidates in Goa and Manipur
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29.Which of the following statementsis/are correct with respect to scheme on Green Energy
Corridor (GEC) Phase-Il for Intra-State Transmission System (InSTS)?
1. Total estimated cost of the scheme is Rs 12,031 crore.
2. The scheme will facilitate grid integration of approximately 20 GW of renewable energy
power projects in 7 states.
Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?

A.Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1aND 2

D. None Of The Above

Cabinet clears R12k-cr
green energy corridor

Swati Luthra and Utpal
Bhaskar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As part of India’s
green energy push, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday approved the
12,031 crore second phase of
setting up transmission pro-
jects for supplying electricity
from renewable energy pro-
jects.

Green energy corridors are

Nod for three agreements

MoU with Turkmenistan Agreement with Spain
'on cooperation in disaster on mutual assistance in
mgt: This puts in place a system, customs matters: This will

where both benefit from each others’
disaster mechanisms

help make available, reliable, quick
and cost-effective info and intel

MoU with Nepal for construction of bridge over Mahakali
River: This clears the construction of a bridge over Mahakali River at
Dharchula (India) - Dharchula (Nepal)

being set up in two phases with
the second phase of the trans-
mission corridors to supply 20
gigawatt (GW) of renewable

energy to the national grid
from the seven states of Guj-
arat, Himachal Pradesh, Karna-

continued on-21

In a bid to achieve the target of 450

GW installed renewable energy capacity by 2030, the government on Thursday approved the
second phase of green energy corridor with an outlay of Rs 12,031 crore.

The scheme will facilitate grid integration and power evacuation of approximately 20 GW of
renewable energy (RE) power projects in seven states- Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,

Kerala, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.

Under the scheme, the transmission systems will be created over a period of five year from
financial year 2021-22 to 2025-26.

Central Financial Assistance (CFA) at 33 % of the project costi.e. Rs 3,970.34 crore. will help in
offsetting the intra-statetransmission charges and thus keep the power costs down
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30.Recently In Janaury India With Which Of The Following Country Has Signed An Mou In The
Field Of Disaster Management ?

A. Turkmenistan
B. Nepal
C. Bhutan
D. Denmark
Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing of

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Turkmenistan on Cooperation in the
field of Disaster Management.

The MoU seeks to put in place a system, whereby both India and Turkmenistan will be benefited

from the Disaster Management mechanisms of each other and it will help in strengthening the
areas of preparedness in the field of Disaster Management.

Turkmenistan Capital Currency - Ashgabat , manat

31.In January 2022, The Cabinet has approved the signing of an agreement between India and
which other country on "Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters"?

A. Morocco
B. Spain
C. Italy
D. Belgium
The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday approved the signing

of Agreement between India and Spain on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in Customs
Matters.

The agreement will help in making available, reliable, quick and cost-effective information and

intelligence for the prevention and investigation of Customs offences and apprehending of
Customs offenders.”

Spain Capital - Madrid Euro Prime Minister - Pedro Sanchez
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32.Which of the following has been selected by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
Government of India for the second phase of Passport Seva Program?

A. Wipro

B. Tata Consultancy Services
C. HCL Technologies

D. Capgemini

Govtselects TCS to drive second
phase of Passport Seva Programme

Company to refresh
facilities and
systems, develop
solutions for
e-passports

OUR BUREAUS

Mumbai/New Delhi, |anuary 7

Tata Consultancy Services has
been selected by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) for
the second phase of the Pass-
port Seva Programme, the
country’s largest mission-
critical e-governance pro-
gramme to date. While the
company did not disclose the
financial details of the pro-
ject, industry experts estim-
ate the project to be worth
%7,000- 8,000 crore overa 10-
year period.

Launched in 2008, the
Passport Seva Programme
saw TCS transforming the de-
livery of passport-related ser-
vices, digitising the pro-
cesses, and setting global
benchmarks in timeliness,
transparency, and reliability.

In the next phase of the
programme, TCS will refresh
existing facilities and sys-
tems, and develop innovative
new solutions to enable the
issuance of e-passports and
further enhance the citizen
experience using technolo-
gies such as biometrics, artifi-
cial intelligence, advance

\

crore over a 10-year period

chatbots,
auto-response, natural lan-
guage processing, and the
cloud.

data  analytics,

Driving digital India

“TCS has been playing a vital
role in building a digital In-
dia, driving transformation
programs of national import-
ance. Our partnership with
MEA over the last decade has
become a benchmark in pub-
lic-private partnerships for

Industry experts estimate the project to be worth ¥ 7,000- 8,000

citizen services. We are
pleased to be selected for the
next phase of the Passport
Seva Program and look for-
ward to driving further in-
novations and improving cit-
izen experiences using our
contextual knowledge and
digital technologies,” said Tej
Bhatla, Business Unit Head,
Public Sector, TCS.

Security aspects, including
strategic assets such as data
centres, database and the ap-

plication software will be
owned by the government,
according to a statement
from the MEA. “There would
be strict access controls
across the system, incorpor-
ating biometrics," it added.

A data centre, disaster re-
covery centre and govern-
ment secure repository are to
be set up and networked to
all passport offices and mis-
sions across the world.

It will also be networked to
an electronic file system for
passport processing running
across the passport issuance
ecosystem and  24x7x365
monitoring and supervision
through state-of-art Network
Operation Centre (NOC) and
Security Operation Centre
(SOC).

“The focus (of first phase)
was on timely, transparent,
more accessible and reliable
platform, accessed by cit-
izens in a comfortable envir-
onment through stream-
lined processes; and a
committed, trained and mo
tivated workforce,” the MEA
said.

The service provider
provided support functions
like citizen interface, techno-
logy backbone, call centres,
training and change manage-
ment, while the government
continued to exercise all sov-
ereign and security-related
functions in the passport is-
suance process, it added.
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Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has selected Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) to implement
the Passport Seva Program's second phase

It is the country's largest mission-critical e-governance program. TCS will continue to manage the
project for another nine and a half years, which can be extended for two more years.

TCS' Passport Seva Program, which began in 2008, transformed the delivery of passport-related
services by digitizing processes and established global benchmarks for timeliness, transparency,
and reliability

TCS and MEA have since opened 93 Passport Seva Kendras (PSKs), 428 post office PSKs, and
36 passport offices
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33.The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between

India and Nepal for construction of a bridge over Which River at Dharchula in Pithoragarh of

Uttarakhand ?
A. Ganga

B. Yamuna

C. Mahakali

D. Brahmputra

Union Cabinet on Thursday approved a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between India and Nepal for construction of a
bridge over Mahakali River at Dharchula in Pithoragarh of
Uttarakhand.

The bridge will be completed in three years, India and Nepal share
unique ties of friendship and cooperation characterised by an open
border

"The project will enhance cross-border connectivity between the
Sudurpaschim province of Nepal and the Uttarakhand state of India
across the Mahakali river where close people

The 110-metre bridge will be the second motor bridge on the India-
Nepal border in Uttarakhand, according to Indian officials.

The other one, the Banbasa bridge, is situated in the Champawat
district

New bridge to
connect India,
Nepal to come
up in Dharchula

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI.JANUARY ©

THE CABINET has cleared a plan
to build a new bridge connect-
ing India and Nepal, Union
Minister for Information
Broadcasting Anurag Thakuran-
nounced on Thursday. The two
countries are set to sign a mem-
orandum of understanding re-
gardingthe bridge, whichwill be
built over the Mahakali river and
link Dharchula in Uttarakhand
with Nepal's Dharchula.

Thakur said the bridge will
strengthen the relationship be-
tween the two countries. [t will
be completed within threeyears,
he added.

The government said in a
statement that with the signing
of an Mo, the “diplomatic rela-
tion between the two countries
will further improve".

“As close neighbours, India
and Nepal share unique ties of
friendship and cooperation char-
acterised by anopen borderand
deep-rooted people-to-people
contacts of kinship and culture.
Both India and Nepal have been
working together ondifferent re-
gional forums," the government
statement said.
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34.Chairman KVIC Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena launched the country’s first Mobile Honey Processing
Van At Which Of The Folloing Place ?
A. Lucknow
B. Sonipat
C. Ghaziabad
D. Merrut

KVIC launched the country’s first Mobile Honey Processing Van at Village Sirora in
Ghaziabad, UP.

The Mobile Van has been designed in-house by KVIC at its Multi-disciplinary Training Centre,
Panjokehra.

The Mobile Honey Processing Van comes as a major development under KVIC’s Honey
Missionwhich aims at training beekeepers, distributing Bee Boxes to farmers and helping
rural,to earn extraincome through beekeeping activities.

The Honey Mission Programme was launched by Khadi & Village Industries Commission
(KVIC), under the Ministry of MSME, during 2017-18.
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International News

1. Recently In December Which Of The Following Country Has Approved "Citizen Centric "
National Security Policy For The Year 2022 - 26 ?
A. Bangladesh
B. Pakisatan
C. China
D. Nepal

The policy was presented and approved at the 36th meeting of the National Security Committee
(NSC), chaired by Prime Minister Imran Khan

This is the first time a National Security Policy has been approved in Pakistan

National Security Adviser (NSA) Moeed Yusuf, presented the document

Pakistan Capital — Islamabad , Currency - Rupee

2. Carmichael Mine Which Was Seen In News Recently Is Loacted In Which Of The Follwoing
Country ?
A. Australia
B. Japan
C. France
D. Japan

Adani Group will begin exporting high quality, low sulphur coal from its Carmichael mine in
Australia as early as this week, after battling a seven-year campaign by climate activists and
defying a global push away from fossil fuels.

With this, the group taps a new multi-decade source to meet energy needs. “The first shipment of
high-quality coal from the Carmichael mine is being assembled at the North Queensland Export
Terminal in Bowen ready for export as planned,” Bravus Mining & Resources — Adani Group's

Australian mining company The conglomerate run by India’s second-richest man Gautam Adani
has planned an initial production of 10 milliontonnes a year from the mines in the Galilee Basin.

The coal has low sulphur content and high calorific value. The Carmichael project, proposed in
2010, had provoked a sustained campaign by climate activistsin Australia and other places
globally, forcing banks and insurers not to work with Adani Group.The coal will be exported from
a terminal at Abbot Point, which Adani bought for $2 billion in 2011 and renamed North
Queensland Export Termina
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3. Recently In January Which Of The Follwoing Country Has Launched Satellite Rocket NAmed
Phoenix (Simogarh ) ?
A. Japan
B. China
C. Iran
D. South Korea

Iran used a satellite launch rocket to send three research devices into space, as indirect U.S. -
Iran talks take place in Austriato try to salvage a 2015 nuclear deal.

Iranian defence ministry spokesman Ahmad Hosseini said the Simorgh (Phoenix) satellite carrier

rocket had launched the three research devices at an altitude of 470 km (290 miles) and at a
speed of 7,350 metres per second.

Iran Capital Currency - Tehran , toman , President — Ebrahim Raisi

4. Consider The Following Statement Regarding World’s longest Metro Line
1. The Shangai opened two new metro lines — Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18.
2. With this, the total length of metro network in Shanghai has extended to 831 km.

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct

A. Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1 And2

D. None Of The Above

Recently, World’s longest Metro Line has been opened in China’s Shanghai Province. With the
new lines, the total length of Shanghai’s metro network has extended to 831 km, continuing to be
the longest in the world.

0 The city opened two new metro lines — Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18.

[0 The opening of two new lines has increased the total number of fully automatic metro lines in
Shanghai to five, having an operating length of 167 km
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5. Recently In December Which Of The Following Country Has Sought 51 Billion Credit Line For
Essential Import And S 500 Million For Petroleum Imports From India To Tide Its Economical

Crisis ?

A. Bangladesh
B. Srilanka
C. Pakisatabn
D. Nepal

BURDENED BY COVID-19 AND CHINESE DEBT

Lanka Seeks $1.5b
Indian Credit Line

-

Sri Lanka has sought a $ one billion credit tO Tide Over Crisis
line for essential imports and a $ 500 million
credit line for petroleum imports from India DipanjanRoy.Chaudhury :
to tide over the economic crisisin July 2020, S :
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka and the e bRica coui e Brearses ;
Reserve Bank of India entered into a T o :

bilateral currency swap agreement of US
dollars 400 million Under the Framework on
Currency Swap Arrangement for South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) countries for 2019 — 2022,

from India to tide over the econo
mic crisis, Ajith Nivard Cabraal,
Governor of Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, told ET.

During the recent visit to India,
Lankan Finance Minister Basil
Rajapaksa had sought a $ one bil-
lion credit line for essential im
ports and a $ 500 m credit line for
petroleum imports, Cabraal told
ET in an exclusive interview from

AJITH NIVARD CABRAAL

Governor, Central Bank of Sri Lanka
Given SriLanka's ge-
ographical locationand
strong maritime connec
tivity, Sri Lanka would
be aspringboard for

. Colombo, I
India has been among the top three source Discussions are in progress fora Indianmultinationalsto | v
. . . . $ 400 million swap facility under " ; t
countries of foreign direct investments the SAARC Finance Arrange €XPandglobally '
. . ment from the Reserve Bank of In r
(FDIs) to Sri Lanka durmg the recent years. dia, he further said paksa’s visit. India is expected to v
“Given Sri Lanka's strategicge- extend a food & health security §
i . i ographical location and strong package to Sri Lanka, along with d
|nd|a recently ba||ed Out Lanka W|th maritimeconnectivity SriLanka an energy security package and

. . , would be a springboard for Indi- currency swap, and also push Indi-
fert|||Se|"S for the |S|and S farmers an multinationals to expand glo- an investments, officials had told §
bally as well.” ET. It was agreed during Rajapak- "
. X ) “The expected cooperation is sa'svisit that the procedures to re 2
Sri Lanka Cap|ta| - C0|ombo Sri likely to help both countries to alise these objectives would be fi- t
! . continue the large volumes of nalised early within a mutually (
Jayawardenepura Kotte , Currency Sr| trade and financial flows seen agreedtime. —
overthe years.” Cabraal, who had earlier ser —

Lankan rupee , President: Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, Prime Minister - Mahinda
Rajapaksa

Sri Lanka, reeling under an eco-
nomic crisis following Covid-19
and mounting Chinese debt, had
reached out to India to boost its
sagging economy. India recently
bailed out Lanka by supplying
fertilisers after China-made ferti
lisers had to be rejected on gro
unds of quality.

ET had reported earlier this
month that India is working out a
package on an urgent basis to assi-
st Sri Lanka following Basil Raja-

ved as state minister, recalled
that even during the pande-
mic, SriLankareceived Indian
assistance

India has been among the top
three source countries of foreign
direct investments (FDIs) to Sri
Lanka during the recent years.
FDI inflows from India including
foreign borrowings of companies
registered with the Board of In
vestment of Sri Lanka amounted
t0$80.4 m in the first half of 2021
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6. Recently In January South Africa Parliament Was Struck With Massive Fire . Who Is The
Presidnet And What Is The Currency Of South Africa ?

A. Olfa Scholz, Mollaba
B. FW De Klerk Conarky

C. Cyril Ramaphosa, Rand
D. Salmon Hondok, Peso

Fire ravages South African parliament

National Assembly fully destroyed: no casualties reported: safety cordon stretches to Tutu’s burial site

..

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CAPE TOWN

A massive fire in South Afri-
ca’s houses of parliament in
Cape Town has completely
destroyed the National As-
sembly where parliamentar-
ians sit, a spokesman said on
Sunday as the blaze conti-
nued to rage.

“The entire chamber
where the members sit... has
burned down,” Moloto
Mothapo said, adding that
the blaze had still not been
extinguished.

No casualties have been
reported so far but President
Cyril Ramaphosa told repor-
ters at the scene an arrest
had been made.

“Someone has been held
right now and is being ques-
tioned,” he said.

€2

Billowing plumes: Smoke rising from the Parliament in Cape

Town, South Africa on Sunday. «=eutzrs

An investigation has been
opened into the blaze which
started at around 0830 IST
on Sunday in the parliament
complex’s oldest wing,
which was completed in
1884 and has wood-panelled
Tooms.

As day dawned, smoke

could be seen billowing from
the building against a blue
sky.
“The roof of the Old As-
sembly building has col-
lapsed and is gone,” Jean-
Pierre Smith, Cape Town's
mayoral committee member
for safety and security, told

reporters earlier. The histor-
ic building houses a collec-
tion of rare books and the
original copy of the former
Afrikaans national anthem
“Die Stem van Suid-Afrika”
("The Voice of South Affri-
ca”), which was already
damaged.

“The entire building has
suffered extensively smoke
and water damage,” Mr
Smith said, adding “the fire
has not been contained”.

After ravaging the older
wing of the building, the
flames spread to newer parts
of the complex which are
currently in use,

The area around the fire
in the upmarket neighbour-
hood was quickly cordoned
off.

The cordon stretched to a

square where flowers were
still displayed in front of the
nearby St. George’s Cathe-
dral, where anti-apartheid
icon Archbishop Desmond
Tutu's funeral took place on
Saturday.

After a simple, no-frills
mass, with a cheap coffin his
ashes were interred in the
cathedral on Sunday.

Another fire also broke
out in the older wings of par-
liament in March, but it was
quickly contained.

Cape Town suffered
another major fire in April,
when a blaze on the famed
Table Mountain which over-
looks the city spread, ravag-
ing part of The University of
Cape Town'’s library holding
a unique collection of Afri-
can archives.
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7. Recently In Janaury Who has become the first Indian-origin woman to trek solo to South Pole

?

A. Sneha Sharma
B. Sunita Williams
C. Srishti Bandla

D. Harpreet Chandi

Harpreet Chandi Ist Indian-origin
woman to trek solo to South Pole

ADITIKHANNA
LONDON, JANUARY 4

CAPTAIN HARPREET Chandi, a
32-year-old Indian-origin British
Sikh Army officer and physio-
therapist also known as Polar
Preet, has created history by be-
coming the first woman of
colour to complete a solo unsup-
ported trek to the South Pole.
Chandi announced her his-
tory-making feat on her live blog
on Monday at the end of Day 40
after travelling 700 miles (1,127
kilometres)while pulling a pulk
or sledge with all of her kit and
battling temperatures of minus

Chandiannounced her
history-making featon
her live blog on Monday

50 degrees Celsius and wind
speeds of around 60mph.
“I made it to the South Pole

where it's snowing. Feeling so
many emotions right now. |
knew nothing about the polar
world threeyears ago and it feels
so surreal to finally be here. It
was tough getting here and |
want to thank everybody for
their support,” she wrote.

“This expedition was always
about so much more than me. |
want to encourage people to
push their boundaries and to be-
lieve in themselves, and [ want
you tobe able todo itwithout be-
ing labelled arebel” Chandi said.

She uploaded a live tracking
map of her trek and also posted
regular blogs of her journey to
the snow-cappedregion. PTI

Captain Harpreet Chandi, an Indian-origin British Sikh Army officer, has scripted history by
completing a solo unsupported trek to the South Pole

00 Chandi announced her history-making feat on her blog at the end of Day 40 after travelling
1,127 kilometres
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8. Recently, which of the following countries have adopted a joint statement to further restrict
the spread of nuclear weapons?

A. United States, Russia, Britain, France, and China
B. United States, Russia, Italy, India, and China

C. United States, Japan, Britain, Australia, and China
D. United States, Japan, Germany, France, and China

Russia, China, Britain, US and France
agree: No one can win a nuclear war

termination for nuclear arms
control and disarmament. They
would continue bilateral and

REUTERS
MOSCOW, JANUARY 3

The headquarters
of the International

Atomic Energy multilateral approaches to nu-
CHINA, RUSSIA, Britain, the Agency. China, clear arms control, it said.
United States and France have Russia, Britain, The statement comesamid in-
agreed that a further spread of France and the US creased geopolitical tensions be-
nuclear arms and a nuclear war said itwas their tween Moscow and Western na-
should be avoided, according to primary tions over concems about Russia’s

a joint statement by the five nu- responsibility to

avoid a nuclear war

military build-up near neighbour-

clear powers published by the
Kremlin on Monday.

It said that the five countries
—who are the permanent mem-
bers of the United Nations
Security Council — consider it
their primary responsibility to
avoid war between the nuclear
states and to reduce strategic
risks, while aiming to workwith
all countries to create an atmos-

phere of security.

“We declare there could be
no winners in a nuclear war, it
should never be started,” the
Russian-language version of the
statement read.

“As the use of nuclear arms
would have far-reaching conse-

quences, we also confirm that
nuclear arms — as long as they
exist — should serve defensive
aims, deterrence against aggres-
sion and prevention of war."
France also released the
statement, underscoring that the
five powers reiterated their de-

ing Ukraine. Moscow says it can
move itsarmy around itsown ter-
ritory as it deems necessary.

Last Thursday US President
Joe Biden told his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin thata pos-
sible move on Ukraine willdraw
sanctions and an increased US
presence in Europe, where ten-
sions are high after Russia's mil-
itary buildup at the border.

The United States, Russia, Britain, France, and China have adopted a joint statement to further
restrict the spread of nuclear weapons

According to this joint statement, permanent members of the United Nations Security Council
should consider it their primary responsibility to avoid war between the nuclear countries

According to the Joint statement, all five Countries should take the responsibility to create an
atmosphere of security

The United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC) was set up in 1952 under the UN Security
Council for the regulation and reduction of armed forces
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9. China has been experimenting with its ‘artificial sun’ to facilitate a way for clean energy in
the future What Is The Name Of artificial sun made by China?

a. SAST
b. EAST
c. MSAT
d. KSAT

China is experimenting with an “artificial sun,” dubbed Experiential Advanced Superconducting
Tokamak (EAST), to make way for clean energy in the future

0 The device setup is a fusion reactor which ran successfully for almost 20 minutes at a stunning

70 million degrees Celsius in a recent test

EAST, designed and built by the Chinese, has been used for nuclear fusion ex periments since
2006

10.Recently In Janaury Which Of The Following country has joined the International Solar
Alliance as 102nd member?

A. Antigua and Barbuda
B. Kenya

C. Egypt
D. United States

Antigua and Barbuda has become the 102nd country to join International Solar Alliance. Antigua
and Barbuda has signed the framework agreement of ISA

0 International Solar Alliance aims to create a global market system to use the benefits of solar
power by encouraging clean energy applications

O Recently, the US has become the 101st member to join the International Solar Alliance

[ International Solar Alliance (ISA):It was established in 2015. Ajay Mathur is the current
Director-General of International Solar Alliance. Its headquarters is located in Gurugram
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11.Recently In January Australia With which Of The Following country held a virtual summit to
sign a defence agreement on 6 January 2022?

A. India
B. Japan

¢.china Australia,Japansigndefence
o pactas China concernsloom

The leaders of Japan and Australia signed a “landmark" defense
agreementThursdaythat allows closer cooperation between
theirmilitaries and stands as a rebuke to China's growing
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacificregion. Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida metin avirtual summittosign the Reciprocal Access
Agreement, the firstsuch defense pactsigned by Japanwith any
country other than the United States. The agreement follows
more than ayearoftalks betweenJapan and Australia aimed at
breaking down legal barriersto allow the troops of one country
to enterthe otherfor training and other purposes. AP

Australia and Japan held a virtual summit to sign a defence agreement Both countries seek to
strengthen defence cooperation in front of China's growing military power

[0 The agreement was signed between Australia's Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Japan's

Fumio Kishida.

00 The Reciprocal Access Agreement will strengthen interoperability and collaboration between
the Japanese Self-Defence Force and the Australian Defence Force
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12.Recently In Janaury Pakistan Has Sought To Appoint Whom As Its First Female Supreme Court
Judge In The Country ?

A. Sana Raichand
B. Ayesha Malik
C. Zeba Rizwli

D. Aliza Rizwi

Ayesha Malik

Justice Avesha
Malik to become
Pakistan’s first
woman SC judge

Islamabad: Pakistan on Thursday
moved closer to appoint the first
woman judge of the Supreme
Court after a high-power panel
approved the elevation of Lahore
High Courr judge Ayvesha Malik
to the apex court of the conser-
vative Muslim-majority country.

The Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (J(P) - headed by Chief
Justice GulzarAhmed - approved
In a historic moment for Pakistan’s judiciary, Lahore High Malik's elevation by a majority of

Court’s Justice Ayesha Malik was sworn in as the Supreme five votes against four, Dawn news-
paper reported. After endorse-

Court’s first female judge ment by the JCP hernamewill be

0 The swearing in of the first female judge of Pakistan’s considered by a parliamentary
committee which rarely goes

highest court — which was established in 1956 against the recommendation of

the J(P Thisisthesecond time that
the JCP held a meeting to decide

0 According to the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan,
women reportedly account for 17 per cent of judges overall - onJustice Malikselevation. PTI
and 4.4 per cent in high courts.

0O Compare this to India, where the Supreme Court
(established in 1950) currently has four female judges out of
a total of 34.
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13.In January 2022, which of the following country has signed an agreement with India to jointly

redevelop the strategic World War ll-era oil tank farm in south asia?

A. Myanmar
B. Maldives

C. SriLanka

D. Bangaldesh

Sri Lanka on Thursday formally signed an
agreement with India to jointly redevelop the
strategic World War ll-era oil tank farm in
the island nation's eastern port district of
Trincomalee

0 85 of the 99 tanks now will be under the
Sri Lankan control

[0 The Cabinet has approved the proposal to
allocate 24 and 14 oil tanks of Trincomalee
Oil Tank Complex to Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) and the local operators
of the Indian Oil Company (LIOC)
respectively

while remaining 61 oil tanks are to be
developed under Trinco Petroleum Terminal
Pvt. Ltd, with shares of CPC (51%) & LIOC
(49%).

[0 the Sri Lankan subsidiary of India’s olil
major Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), has the
leasing rights to 99 tanks at the facility for a
period of 35 years for an annual payment of

USD 100,000

Sri Lanka agrees to extend
lease of strategic WWII oil
tank farm to India for 50 yrs

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
COLOMBO. DECEMBER 31

SRILANKA has agreed to sign a
fresh dealwith Indiato lease out
the strategicWorld War [l era oil
tankfarmfor50vearsinthe east-
em port district of Trincomalee,
Energy Minister Udaya
Gammanpila said on Friday.
Gammanpila said the deal
will be signed next week after
the Cabinet approval and is an
extension of the 2002 agree-
mentwith the local operators of
the Indian Oil Company, LIOC
SriLankain 2002 entered the
original deal withIndiaontheis-
land's most strategic oil storage
complex, which was used asa
supply base duringWordd WarlL
India at all times had shown
a strategic interest in the
Trincomalee tank farm which
the British rulers had built to re-
fuel Allied warships and aircraft.
“The UOC will have the con-
trol of just 14 of the 99 tanks over
a 50-year lease," Gammanpila
said while speaking to reporters.
He said 61 tanks out of the to-
tal numberof 99 tanks would be

The Lanka I0C will have
the control of just 14 of
the 99 tanks overa 50-
year lease”

UDAYA GAMMANPILAI
SRI LANKA ENERGY MINISTER

run under the joint venture com-
pany formed between the state
oil entity, Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation ((PC) and the LIOC
with (PC holding the majonity 51
per cent stake.

Gammanpila, who had pre-
viously said his intention was to
reacquire complete control of
the tanks, claimed the new deal
was “a triumph for Sri Lanka".

The next week’sformalisation
of the agreementwill comein the
background of Sri Lanka seeking
India's help totide overits current
economic woes exacerbated by
the ongoing foreign exchange cri-
sis in the local economy.

Officials said that the island
nation has shut its only refin-
ery for its inability to pay for
crude oil and was negotiating
a credit line with India for fuel
purchases.
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14.Which Country s Set To Become The First Foriegn Customer Of BrahMos Missile Jointly

Developed By India And Russia ?
A. France

B. Phillippines

C. Srilanka

D. France

{ ALLOCATES 2.8 BILLION PESOS } FIRST FOREIGN CUSTOMER

Philippines to buy BrahMos missile

—t

Rezaul H Laskar now back on track, people the Philippine Navy visited the | 4
— familiar with the matter saidon  production unit of BrahMos | -
letters@hindustantimes.com P . : > % ¥ let
condition of anonymity. Aerospace in Hyderabad earlier
NEW DELHI: The Philippines is According to the website of  this month as part of the acqui- | Kl
set to become the first foreign the Philippines’ department of  sition process. vi
customer for the BrahMos budget management, two “spe- The BrahMos Integration | w
cruise missile jointly developed  cial allotment release orders®™ Complex in Hyderabad is | d¢
by India and Russia, with the  worth 1.3 billion pesos and 1.535  responsible for integration of | D
government in Manila recently  billion pesos were issued on  mechanical systems and assem- | w
allocating 2.8 billion pesos December 27 tocover the initial  bling electronic systems. Vari- | re
($55.5 million) for initial fund- funding requirements for the ous sub-systems fabricated in | m
ing for the weapon system. “Shore-Based Anti-Ship Missile  other centres in India and Rus- | bx
The process for the acquisi-  System Acquisition Project” of  sia are integrated and checked
tion of the medium-range the Philippine Navy. at this complex. aj
supersonic cruise missile by the The people cited above con- “It is a done deal and there | di
BrahMos cruise missile has armed forces of the Philippines  firmed this allocation was for  will be further developments | in
been jointly developed by suffered a setback because of the BrahMos missile system. early nextyear,” one of the peo- | w
India and Russia. pii the Covid-19 pandemic but is They added that a team from ple cited above said. th

{ BEYOND THE NEWS } EYE ON 2022

In a major boost to India's defence export plans, the Philippines has accepted Indian BrahMos
Aerospace Pvt Ltd's proposal worth $374.9 million to supply a Shore-based Anti-Ship Missile
System Acquisition Project for its navy.Earlier, India extended a $100-million defence-related

LoC to Manila.

The BrahMos order is the first major military export by India. The supersonic missile has been

developed jointly with Russia, The Missile Which Is Bieng Provided tO Philipines has a range of

BrahMos is a supersonic cruise missile, which can reach a maximum speed of 2.8 mach, or 2.8
times the speed of soundIt has a 300 km to 500 km range, and is a short-range, ramjet-powered,

290 km

India has set an ambitious target of achieving defence exports worth $5 billion by 2025

Philippines Capital Currency Manila ,Philippine peso
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15.In January 2022, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flagged-in India’s first multi-dimensional
adventure sports expedition. It was conducted by the National Institute of Mountaineering
and Allied Sports (NIMAS) in which country?

A. USA

B. Australia
C. Canada
D. France

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, on January 07, 2022, flagged-in India’s first multi-dimensional
adventure sports expedition conducted by National Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports
(NIMAS) in France.

[0 The expedition was conducted in November 2021 and the team was led by Director NIMAS

Colonel Sarfaraz Singh, comprising 12 people - eight Army personnel and four youths of
Arunachal Pradesh

0 The expedition team carried out over 250 kilometres of winter trekking in the Alps Mountain
Ranges, which included Tour De Mont Blanc trek covering the French, Swiss and Italian Alps.
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Banking And Economy

1. Recently In December Which Of The Follwoing Has Approved The Introduction Of Special
Situation Fund (SSFs) For Investment Restricted To Stressed Asset With A Minimum Corpus Of

Rs 100 Crore ?
A. RBI

B. SEBI

C. SBI

D. NABARD

The Securities and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) in approved the introduction of Special
Situation Funds (SSFs) for investment
restricted to only stressed assets with a
minimum corpus of 100 crore.

[0 The SSFs will be introduced under Category
| Alternative Investment Funds as a sub-
category

[0 The SSFs can invest in stressed assets
such as stressed loans available for acquisition
in terms of Reserve Bank of India Directions,

2021, or as part of a resolution plan approved
underthe Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016.

0 The regulator said the minimum investment
by an investor can be 10 crore, whereas it
can be %5 crore in the case of an accredited
investor, and that the minimum corpus will be

100 crore

[0 The overall size of the AIF industry
surpassed %5 lakh crore at the end of
September, according to data available with
Sebi.

Sebi nod to introduce
SSFs for investment
in stressed assets

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, December 28

THE SECURITIES AND Exchange Board of
India(Sebi)inits board meeting on Tuesday
approved the introduction of Special Situa-
tion Funds (SSFs) for investment restricted
toonlystressed assetswithaminimum cor-
pus of ¥100 crore. The SSFs will be intro-
duced under Category I Alternative Invest-
ment Funds as a sub-category, it said.

The SSFs can invest in stressed assets
such as stressed loans available for acquisi-
tioninterms of Reserve Bank of India Direc-
tions, 2021, or as part of a resolution plan
approved under the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code, 2016. Further, they can invest
in securities receipts issued by Asset Recon-
struction Companies (ARCs) and securities
of companiesin distress, Sebi said.

Theregulatorsaid the minimum invest-
ment by an investor can be ¥10 crore,
whereas it can be X5 crore in the case of an
accredited investor, and that the minimum
corpus will be ¥100 crore. The newly
announced funds will be exempt from the
investment concentration norminasingle
investee company and there will be no
restrictions on investing their investible
funds in unlisted or listed securities of the
investee company.

The overall size of the AIF industry sur-

Sebi to rationalise
settlement norms

THE TIME PERIOD for filing settle-
ment applications byentitieswillbe
60 days from the date of receipt of
the show-cause notice or a supple-
mentarynotice,whicheveris earlier,
according to Sebi. The decision,
taken at the Sebi board on Tuesday,
is aimed at rationalising norms on
settlement proceedings. Changes
will be made to the settlement pro-
ceedings regulations that came into
forceonJjanuary1,2019. —PTI

passed 35 lakh crore at the end of Septem-
ber, according to data available with Sebi.
Analysts say investorsare betting on several
investments besides the traditional ones.
The AIF industry is also expected to grow in
the coming years, and could reach around
%30 lakh crore in the upcoming 10 years,
according toareport.

The regulator has also made amend-
ments to other regulations, including
tighternormsforprimary markets, consent
for closure of mutual fund schemes and
rationalisation of settlement regulations.
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2. Recently In December Bajaj Auto Has Announced To Set Up Rs 300 Cr Electric Vechicle Plant At
Which Of The Following Palce ?

A. Snanad
B. Pune

. Thrivr Bajaj Auto to set up I300-crore
D. Simhadri J J p
® L) ®
electric vehicle plantin Pune |t
The fac[ory at mobility is an idea whose ing plant, last saw a product I
G time may finally have come. roll out in 2007. Spread over
Akurdi will produce Thus, this investment at Ak- 160 acres, the Akurdi plant | RA
5 lakh units peryear urdi completes the virtuous currently houses Bajaj Auto’s | pur
cycle of hi-tech R&D compet- research and development | Th
OUR BUREAU encies, high-efficiency engin-  (R&D), corporate centre, and | pc
Mumbal, December 29 eering capabilities, world purchase and sales | ag
Bajaj Auto, India’s third class supply chain synergies, operations. in,
largest two-wheeler manufac- and global distribution net- Krystal was the last scooter | hi
turer, will set up a dedicated work which should leapfrog  made by Bajaj Auto from the | tic
glec(ric vehicle njanufaclyr- Rajiv Bajaj, MD, Bajaj Auto us in‘luamquel lc_'ading posi-  Akurdi plam before a volun- | dc
ing plant at Akurdi, Pune with tion in EVs in India and over-  tary retirement scheme (VRS)
an investment of ¥300 crore.  one internal combustion en-  seas,” Bajaj added. was offered to workers al- | th
The company hopes to roll gine platform that is cur- Spread over 500,000 sq fected by the shutdown. sh
out the first vehicle from this  rently under development,all  feet, the new plant in Akurdi Bajaj Auto currently has | cu
unit by June next, 15 years our R&D drivetrain resources  will have robotic and auto- only one electric vehicle, the [ ne
after the plant last produceda  are now laser-focused on cre-  mated manufacturing sys- Chetak, in its line-up. The | on
vehicle. ating EV solutions for the tems for logistics and mater- company is working on an | 20
The new factory will havea  future.” ial handling, fabrication and electric model under the | ¢n
production  capacity of The electric Chetak is cur-  painting, assembly and qual- Husqvarna brand as well as | T1
500,000 units per annum. rently being built at the ity assurance. The plant will further additions under its | 20
Akurdi is also the site of the Chakan factory in Pune, employ around 800 own brand. The long-delayed
original Chetak scooter fact- which also produces motor- personnel. electric three-wheeler, which | ca
ory that made Bajaj Auto a cycles of LKTM, Husqvarna These systems have been  will mark Bajaj Auto’s entry | pc
household name in India. and Pulsar. Bajaj believes the  designed for flexible product into the space, is likely to de- | pr
Auto parts suppliers of Bajaj future focus on EVs will help-  mix, while keeping in mind  butin2022.
Auto will invest 3250 crore to  put the company on path to  the best worker ergonomics In July, Bajaj Auto decided | Ur
support manufacturing  achieve its ambition of being and maximum  process toset up a wholly-owned sub- | Bu
operations. the market leader in this seg-  efficiency. sidiary to tap growth oppor- | th
Rajiv Bajaj, Managing Dir- ment. tunities in the electricand hy- | fer
ector, Bajaj Auto, said, “Going “This alignment reflects Akurdiplant brid two-wheeler, | ha
forward, for the Bajaj portfo- our belief that light electric  Akurdi, which housed Bajaj three-wheeler and light four- | be
lio, except for implementing  vehicles for sustainableurban  Auto's first-ever manufactur-  wheeler categories.
ru

Bajaj Auto announced an investment of Rs 300 crore as it commenced work at its brand-new

[0 The unit, which is spread over an area of half a million square feet Will have a production

capacity of 500,000 EVs a year.

O Rajiv Bajaj, managing director, Bajaj Auto

unit at Akurdi, Pune, for manufacturing electric vehicles (EVs)
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3. The Central Government Has Notified The Consumeer Protection Rules 2021 , According To The
New Rule The National Commission Will Have Jurisdiction To Entertain Complaint Where The
Value Of Goods Exceed By How Much Amount ?

A. Rs1Cr
B. Rs2Cr
C. Rs5Cr
D. Rs2 Lakh

Centre notifies new rules
for consumer commissions

Slashes pecuniary jurisdiction of
district and State-level commissions

OUR BUREAU

New Delhy December 30

The Centre has notified the
Consumer Protection (juris-
diction of the District Commis-
sion, the State Commission
and the National Commission)
Rules, 2021, revising the pecu-
niary jurisdiction of the dis-
trict, State and national
commissions.

According to the notifica-
tion, district commissions will
have jurisdiction to entertain
complaints where the value of
the goods or services paid does
not exceed ¥50 lakh. State
commissions can handle com-
plaints in the range of 50
lakhX2 crore.

“The National Commission
shall have jurisdiction to enter-
tain complaints where the
value of the goads or services

paid as consideration exceeds
X2 crore," itadded.

‘Will help tackle delays'

The Consumer Affairs Ministry
in a statement said that it took
this decision after it was ob-
served that existing provisions
related to pecuniary jurisdic-
tien of consumer commis-
sions was causing “rise in pen-
dency and delay in disposal of
cases, defeating the very object
of securing speedy redressal to
consumers as per the Con-
sumers Protection Act.”

So far, District Commissions
were entertaining complaints
where value of goods and ser-
vices paid was up to It crore,
State commissions between X1
crore and %10 crore and Na-
tional Commission was taking
up complaints where value of

The National Commission shall
have jurisdiction to entertain
complaints where the value of
the goods or services paid as
consideration exceeds X2 crore

goods exceeded 10 crore.

“It was abserved that the ex
isting provisions relating to
pecuniary jurisdiction of con-
sumer commissions were lead-
ing to cases which could
earlier be filed in National
Commission to be filed in State
Commissions and cases which
could earlier be filed in State

Commissions to be filed in Dis-
trict Commissions... This
caused asignificantincrease in
the workload of District Com-
missions,” it added.

Digital complaints
Meanwhile, the Ministryreiter-
ated that consumers can also
file complaints  digitally
through the E-Daakhil portal.
Currently, the facility of E-
Daakhil is available in 544 con-
sumer commissions, which in-
cludes the National Commis-
sion and consumer
commissions in 21 States and 3
UTs. So far, more than 10,000
cases have been filed using the
E-Daakhil Portal and more
than 43000 users have re-
gistered on the portal, it ad-
ded.

Under the Consumer Protec-
tion Act, there is also an option
of resolving consumer dis-
putes through mediation with
the consent of both parties.

The Central Government has notified the Consumer Protection (Jurisdiction of the District

According to the notification, district commissions will have jurisdiction to entertain complaints
where the value of the goods or services paid does not exceed Rs 50 lakh. Further, the State

Commission, the State Commission, and the National Commission

commissions can look onto complaints in the range of Rs 50 lakh- Rs two crores.

Cri
as (

Dema
sub-p
consu
after .

OUR BURE
Mumba, Dey
Bank cre
to be dri
which a
centofto
2021as
cent one
cent five’
Reserve B

Banksc:
In this re
ent to pc
Financial
has cauti
led credi!
fronting
quiry

leapirogy
from st
particula
waveolt

00 As per the existing provisions of the Act, District Commissions have jurisdictionto entertain
complaints where value of the goods or services paid as consideration does not exceed Rs one
crore. State Commissions have jurisdiction Where It , exceeds Rs 1 crore, but does not exceed
Rs 10 crore rupees and National Commission has jurisdiction Where Its exceeds Rs 10 crores.

[1 The new rules have been framed under the Consumer Protection Act, 2019

[0 The Act also provides consumers the option of filing complaint electronically. To facilitate
consumers in filing their complaint online, the Central Government has set up the E-Daakhil
Portal
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4. Recently In January Which Of The Following Has Applied For On Tap For The Liscensing Of
Small Finance Bank ?
A. V Soft Technologies
B. West End Housing
C. Calicut City Co Operative Bank
D. Dvara Kshetriya Gramin Financial Service

RBI gets application from West
End Housing for SFB licence

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday said it had received an
application from West End Housing Finance underthe "on-tap"
smallfinance bank (SFB) licence guidelines 0f2019, taking the total
number of applicants whowant to set up SFBs to seven.
Headquartered in Mumbai, West End Housing is promoted by West
End Investment and Finance Consultancy. It facilitates creditin the
affordable housing segment. Previously, Cosmea Financial Holdings
andTally Solutions had applied for a SFB licence. In April, VSoft
Technologies, Calicut City Service Co—-operative Bank, Akhil Kumar
Gupta, and Dvara Kshetriya Gramin Financial Services had applied for
the SFB licence underthe "on-tap" guidelines. BS REPORTER

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday said it has received an application from West End
Housing Finance under the “on-tap” small finance bank licensing guidelines of 2019, taking the
total number of applicants to seven

0 Other applicants under guidelines for 'on tap' licensing of small finance banks are VSoft
Technologies Private Ltd, Calicut City Service Co-operative Bank Ltd, Akhil Kumar Gupta, Dvara
Kshetriya Gramin Financial Services Private Ltd, Cosmea Financial Holdings Private Ltd and
Tally Solutions Private Ltd.

O The guidelines for 'on tap' licensing SFBs were issued on December 5, 2019, The minimum
paid-up voting capital/net worth for SFBs should be Rs 200 crore. In the case of urban co-
operative banks desirous of voluntarily transiting into SFBs, the initial requirement of net worth is
Rs 100 crore, which will have to be increased to Rs 200 crore within five years.

0 The RBI had announced a Standing External Advisory Committee, headed by former RBI
Deputy Governor Shyamala Gopinath, for evaluating applications for universal banks and small
finance banks

Page 40 of 108
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

@ guidely

@] cwJ

Weekly Optimum CA Q&A PDF -Based on Recent Exam Trend
First Week of January (1st— 7t January 2022)

5. Whatls The Interest Rate On National Savings Certificate (NSC) For The 4th

Quarter ?
A. 6.8% (
8. 7.6% Interest rates on small |
L
9
C.7.1% savings schemes 0
D.7.4% unchanged for Q4 b
0
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA The decision also comes
New Delhi, December 31 ahc.ead o.f assembly ﬁ‘l
THE GOVERNMENT ON Fri- elections in five states: 57
daykept interest rates on small Uttar Pradesh,. th
savings schemes, including Uttarakhand, Punjab, tr
NSC and PPF, unchanged for Himachal Pradesh w
thefourth quarterof 2021-22, and Goa ig
amid rising cases of the more
contagious coronavirus vari- pi
: q ] ant Omicron and elevated level ca
The rate of interest for various small saving of inflation. the current ratesapplicablefor  ca
schemes will remain unchanged for the The decision also comes the third quarter (October 1, br
. ahead of assemblyelectionsin 2021 to December 31,2021) fu
January-March quarter of the currentfiscal, five states: Uttar Pradesh, for FY 2021-22the finance p:
1 1 i Uttarakhand, Punjab, ministrysaidinanotification. at
he |.nterest rate on small SEWIE SCh,emeS = Himachal Pradesh and Goa. According to analysts, the fu
reviewed every quarter.Therate of interest The schedule of elections is government has kept rates
on various small savings schemes for expected to be announced intact in view of upcoming th
. . early next month. assembly elections in five at
fourth quarter of financial year 2021-22 Public Provident Fund states. UttarPradeshisthesec- El
; ; (PPF) and National Savings ondhighestcontributortothe At
starting from January 1, 2022_ and endmg Certificate (NSC)willcontinue ~ small savings scheme after ef
on March 31, 2022 shall remain unchanged tocarryanannualinterestrate  West Bengal. ar
: of 7.1% and 6.8%, respec- Earlier thisyear,during the is
from the current rates app“cable for the tively,in the fourth quarter. West Bengal assembly polls,
third guarter (October 1 to December 31, “The ratﬁs of intergst on ti}le Centre decided t% redulge EI
" . various smallsavingsschemes the interest rate. But the 1
2021) for FY 2021-22, tAccordlneg, for the third quarter of the finance ministry swiftly K
. . . . financial year 2021-22 start-  revoked a steep interest rate Tl
investment in Public Provident Fund (PPF) ing from January 1,2022,and  cut of up to 1.1% for the first N
: : 0 ending on March 31, 2022, quarter on small savings g
would continue to earn an interest of 7.1% shall remain unchanged from  schemes, citing oversight. R

while National Savings Certificate (NSC)
will fetch 6.8% interest. Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana will carry an interest rate of 7.6%

The Senior Citizens Savings Scheme
(SCSS) will continue to earn an interest of
7.40% in January-March quarter of the
current fiscal
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As per the Reserve Bank directive, for transactions beyond the free permissible limit for
transactions through ATMs, the banking customers would be required to pay

per transaction with effect fromJanuary 1, 2022.

A.X35
B.X21
C. %20
D.X11

The Reserve Bank of India had constituted a
Committee in June 2019 under the
Chairmanship of the Chief Executive, Indian
Banks’ Associationto review the entire
gamut of Automated Teller Machine (ATM)
charges and fees with particular focus on
interchange structure for ATM transactions.

0 Automated Teller Machines (ATMs)
across banks are all set to increase service

charges per transaction from Saturday,
following an order from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) and customers will have to Rs 1
more beyond the permissible free
transaction

Customers are eligible for five free
transactions (inclusive of financial and non-
financial transactions) every month from
their own bank ATMs.

IN BRIEF

ATM usage over free limit gets
costlier at ¥21 per transaction

= Today onward, using ATMs beyond the
permissible free transactions, cash and
non-cash, will cost more. According to
the Reserve Bank directive issued in June,
-~ customerswill be required to pay 321 per
transaction beyond the free permissible
limit. Banks were allowed to charge 20
forsuch transactions through ATMs.
Customerswould, however, continue to be eligible for five free
transactions, financdial and non-financial, every month from their
own bank's ATMs, They would also be eligible for three free
transactions from other bank ATMs in metro centres and five in
non-metro centres. The charges have been hiked to meetthe rising
cost of ATM deployment and expenses towards maintenance.  PTI
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7. Which Of The Following Has became the first company to turn unicornin 2022 ?

A. Mish
o Honasa turns

B. Honasa .
C. Uplift “first unicorn
. Cred of new year’

Mamaearth's parent company Honasa Consumer has closed the T W . —
latest $52 million funding round and became the first company to turn e-commerce platform Honasa

: : Consumer, which sells its prod-
unicorn in 2022. Varun Alagh, co-founder and CEO, Honasa e RaEE the Jahals GF

Consumer HQ - Delhi Mamaearth, The Derma Co and
R ) ) House of Brands, on Saturday
[0 Honasa Consumer currently caters to over 1000 cities in India with said it has raised $52 million in

brands like Mamaearth, The Derma Co. and Aqualogica the latest funding round led by
Sequoia, vall_nng itat$1.2 bl}llon,
0 As Of Current India Has 83 Unicorn thils heoatuing e irsENTisom.

in the new year.

The new funding round also
had participation by Belgium-
based investment fund Sofina
Ventures and the UAE-based
India-focused fund Evolvence
Capital, said the Gurgaon-based
firm. The company had earlier
raised funds from Fireside
Ventures and Stellaris Venture
Partners.

The latest round has also
givenits employees an opportu-
nity to monetise their vested
ESOPs (employee stock option
plans). PTI
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8. Recently In January Which Of The Following Bank has received the RBI approval for

commencing International Remittance business under the Money Transfer Service Scheme

(MTSS) ?

A. Jio Payment BANK
B. Fino Payment Bank

C. Airtel Payment Bank
D. Paytm Payment Bank

Fino Bank gets RBI nod to start
international remittance biz

Approval given under
the Money Transfer
Service Scheme

OUR BUREAU

Mumbai, January 3

Fino Payments Bank has re-
ceived the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s approval for commencing
international remittance busi-
ness under the Money Transfer
Service Scheme (MTSS).

The Bank, in a statement,
said it will be undertaking in-
ward cross-border money
transfer activities in associ-
ation with an overseas prin-
cipal, the details of which are
being worked out. It also has
plans to commence outward
remittance services soon.

‘Remittance corridor’

Ashish Ahuja, Chief Operating
Officer, Fino Payments Bank
said, the Bank will be ready to
offer the inward remittance
services to its customers by Q1
(April-June) FY23. The Bank will
also look at having this product

on our mobile application as
well, he added.

“There is a major inward re-
mittance corridor in States like
Guijarat, Punjab, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. We already
have scaled up our merchant
presence in all these geograph-
ies. We are therefore confident
that the new offering will gain
traction very quickly. We also
expect to shore up more sub-
scription-based  saving  ac-
counts due to this initiative as
customers would prefer to
park the remitted money in a
Fino Bankaccountitself,” Ahuja
said.

The Bank said the money re-
mitted by family members
abroad can now be directly
withdrawn at the nearest mi-
cro-ATM or Aadhaar-Enabled
Payment Services (AEPS) en-
abled by its neighbourhood
merchant point.

Ll
TA

TATA

The Tata Power C

(Corporate Contri
Smart Center of Procurement Excelleni

Fino Bank has received the RBI approval to
commence the international remittance business
underthe Money Transfer Service Scheme
(MTSS ) Customers of Fino Payments Bank will
be able to receive remittance money sent from
overseas

[0 The money remitted by family members abroad

can now be directly withdrawn at the nearest
micro-ATM or Aadhaar-enabled payment services
(AEPS)-enabled Fino Bank's neighbourhood
merchantpoint.

[ Fino Payment Bank HQ — Navi Mumbai,
Chairman - Mahendra Kumar Chouhan, Tagline -
Qadar Aapki MehnatKi
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notching How Much billion ?

a. $36.75 billion
b. $37.29 billion
c. $47.29 billion
d. 542.82 billion

9. India's merchandise exports reached the highest ever monthly level in the month of December

December goods exports
touch $37.3-billion high: Goyal

Numbers show 37% growth: Minister says services sector to see ‘good’ tidings too

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELH1

India’s merchandise exports
in December touched $37.29
billion, the highest-ever
monthly figure, according to
Commerce and Industry Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal.

Addressing a press confe-
rence here on Monday, Mr.
Goyal highlighted the pur-
suit of export-oriented pro-
grammes by the Uttar Pra-
desh and Tripura
ZOVEIMMENts.

“In every sector, there has
been significant growth in
exports,” said Mr. Goyal. He
claimed that every month’s
export data from April to De-
cember 2021 had displayed a
“historic high”.

Export figures for Decem-

ur

I

Across the board: There has been siéniﬁcant growthin
exports in every sector, says Piyush Goyal. «reutens

ber, reflected a 37% increase
from $27.22 billion a year
earlier.

*48.9% rise in April-Dec.’
Merchandise exports grew
48.9% to $299.74 billion in
the April-December 2021,

from $201.37 billion seen in
the same period of the pre-
vious year, Mr. Goyal said.
The Minister said the ser-
vices side, especially the IT
sector, had received special
focus of the government.
“We have seen $178 billion

[services exports] in the first
nine months and we are well
on track to go up to about
$230 billion or upwards of
that, which will also be a his-
toric high [for] services ex-
ports,” he said, explaining
that the sector had per-
formed successfully despite
the “big setback™ expe-
rienced by the travel and
tourism industry because of
the ongoing pandemic.

He also said that credit
should also go to India’s di-
plomatic missions across the
world, exporters, industry
associations and export pro-
motion councils for collec-
tively working to explore
newer global regions and to
help expand the “export
basket™.

India's merchandise exports reached the highest ever monthly level in the month of December
notching $37.29 billion

[0 Merchandise exports in April-December of FY22 crossed $300 billion which exceeded the
exports of entire financial year of FY21

[0 The government is hopeful of achieving its exports target of $400 billionin FY22.

0 India’s total export in services for 2021-22 (Apr-Dec) stood at $178.81 billion compared to
$150.08 billion in corresponding period of FY21.
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10.Recently In January Which Of The Following Has Launched India’s first index of
Cryptocurrencies - IC15, a rule-based broad market index by market capitalization ?

A. WazirX

B. BiteX

C. CryptoWire
D. Coinbase

CryptoWire launches index of cryptocurrencies

KR SRIVATS

New Delhi, January 3

CryptoWire, a crypto super
app, has announced the
launch of India’s first index of
cryptocurrencies - IC15. This is
aimed at empowering know-
ledge on crypto and block-
chain ecosystem.

The IC15 is a rule-based
broad market index by market
capitalisation, which tracks
and measures the perform-
ance of the top 15 widely
traded liquid cryptocurren-
cies listed on leading crypto
exchanges of the world. The
base value of the index is set at
10,000 and the base date is
April 1, 2018. As on January 1,
2022, IC15 open value was at
71,463.30 Points.

‘Learn before earn’

“With the launch of India’s
firstindex of crypto IC15, we in-
tend to complete the know-
ledge circle for the entire
crypto and blockchain ecosys-

Constituents of IC15
Coins Weights*
Bitcoin 51.57

@ Ethereum 25.79
Binance coin  5.03

@® Solana 3.1
@® Cardano 2.58

XRP 233
® Terra 1.82
@® Avalanche 1.57
@ Polkadot 1.55

Dogecoin 1.33
@® Shiba Inu 1.08
® Uniswap 0.63

“As of January 1, 2022

tem. This will not only push
the ‘learn before earn’ initiat-
ive but also serve the industry
with yet another powerful in-
tervention,” said Jigish Son-
agara, MD & CEO, CryptoWire.

oliccon 060 (Ml

\.
Chainlink 0.54
@ Bitcoin cash  0.48 @

X

._/.ﬁf,{u»:;.._” P il
V@)= @
&

e

CryptoWire is a special busi-
ness unit of Tickerplant. “At
CryptoWire, our approach is to
facilitate market development
and mitigate risk to a great de-
gree by presenting all possible

tools to evaluate possibilities
and make decisions,” Son-
agara said. “We want all parti-
cipants to utilise this research-
oriented technology-powered
opportunity that we present
to them for tracking the mar-
ket. CryptoWire is positioned
to emerge as the partner of in-
dustry to spread knowledge,
research and information.”

Over the past years, crypto-
currencies have emerged asan
asset class in themselves, gain-
ing wider acceptance and
drawing people’s interests. An
index that captures over 80
per cent of market movement
is, thus, a fundamental market
tracking and assessing tool to
base decisions on and en-
hance transparency.
CryptoWire’s Index  Gov-
ernance Committee - compris-
ing domain experts, industry
practitioners - will maintain,
monitor and administer the
index while rebalancing it
every quarter.

Superapp CryptoWire has launched India’s first cryptoindex, IC15, which will track the market

capitalization and liquidity of top 15 global digital currencies,

0 The IC15 is a rule-based broad market index by market capitalization that measures the
performance of 15 widely traded liquid cryptocurrencies listed on exchanges across the world,

0 Crypto assets such as Bitcoin, Ethereum, Binance coin, Solana, Cardano, Ripple, Terra,

Dogecoin and Shiba inu will be monitored by the platform.

The base value of the index is set at 10,000 and the base date is 1 April 2018. As of 1 January,
IC15 index’s open value stood at 71,463.30 points.

0 Jigish Sonagara, managing director and CEO, CryptoWire
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11.Consider The Following Statement Regarding New Framework Of Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
or small value digital payments in offline mode :

1. As per the framework, the upper limit for an offline transaction would be Rs 200.

2. The total limit for offline transactions on a payment instrument shall be Rs 2,000 at any

pointintime

3. Replenishment of used limit shall be allowed only in online mode with AFA (Additional
Factor of Authentication)
Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct

A.Only1And3
B.Only1aND 2
C.Only2 And 3
D. All Of The Above

¢ Setting the ball rolling on
i digital payments through
i the offline mode, the |5
{ Reserve Bank of India

{ (RBI) on Monday released W
i a framework for such pay- W&
{ ments, wherein it stated that
i the upper limit of an offline
i payment transaction will be
i T200, the overall limit 2,000
! on a payment instrument at
i any point in time until the
¢ balance in the account is
: replenished.

| SUBRAT: PANDA
i Mumbai, 3 January

Offline payments can be

i made using any channel or
! instrument like cards, wallets,
¢ and mobile devices, the RBI
¢ had stated.

According to the RBI, an off-

line payment means a transac-
; tion not requiring intermet or
i telecommunication (telecom)

RBI caps upper limit of offline
payment transaction atI200

THE FRAMEWORK

® Payments can be carried out

face to face using any channel

or instrument like cards, wallets,

mobile devices, etc

" Transactions are subject to an
upper limit of ¥200; overall limit
on a payment instrument shall be
¥2,000 at any point in time

® Transactionswould not reguire an
Additional Factor of Authentication

® But, replenishment of used
limit shall be allowed only in
online mode with ARA

* (ffline mode of payment can be

enabled only after obtaining
specific consent of the customer

connectivity to take effect.
“Offline transactions are
expected to give digital trans-
actions a push in areas with
poor or weak internet or tele-
com connectivity, particularly
in semi-urban and rural areas,”
the REI said.

In October last year, the
central bank had indicated that
it would come up with a frame-
work for carrving out small-
value digital payments in the
offline mode across the coun-

try, after the pilot tests under-
taken by various entities during
September 2020 and July 2021
gave encouraging feedback.
The central bank had
announced its intention of
doing pilot tests on transfers
without internet in the devel-
opmental and regulatory state-
ment dated August 6, 2020,
After that, three pilots were suc-
cessfully conducted under the
scheme in different parts ofthe
country between September

2020 and June 2021, involving
small-value transactions cover- |
ing a volume of 241,000 fora |
value of .16 crore.

The REBI said offline pay- :
ments will be made in proxim-
ity (face-to-face) mode only
and offline payment transac- |
tions can be offered without
additional factor authentica-
tion (AFA). However, replen-
ishment of used limit (¥2,000)
will be allowed only in online
mode with AFA.

To push digital transactions in rural and semi-urban areas, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Monday issued a framework allowing offline payments up to Rs 200 per transaction, subject to
an overall limit of Rs 2,000.

0 Under the offline mode, payments can be carried out face-to-face (proximity mode) using any
channel or instrument like cards, wallets, and mobile devices.

0 These transactions will not require an additional factor of authentication (AFA)
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12.In January 2022, which of the following is country’s first auto sector exchange-traded fund?
A. ICICI Prudential Asset Management Company Ltd.
B. Nippon Life India Asset Management Limited

C. IDFC Mutual Fund

D. Kotak Mahindra Mutual Fund

ICICI Pru launches first silver ETF fund of fund

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Mumbai, & lanuary

ICICI Prudential has
announced the launch of
country's first silver ETF
fund of fund, which is an
open-ended fund. ofTering a
good mix of all asset classes.

The fund will open on
January 13 and closes on
January 27.

The fund house said it
was the first to launch a sil-
ver ETF in the country and
has now launched the first
silver ETF  FoF--ICICI
Prudential Silver ETF

fund of fund.

Since silver is bulky in
nature and hence difficult to
store, we belleve the fund
form will be one of the pre-
ferred wavs for investors.

By investing in this fund,
investors need not worry

uidity of the underlying asset
and is also free from storage
related hassles. Given its low
correlation with other asset
classes, investors can consid-
er taking exposure to silver
as a part of their portfolio
diversification exercise, the
AMC said.

about purity, quality or lig-

Two of the country’s largest mutual fund houses are vying with each other to launch the country’s
firstexchangetraded fund (ETF) based on the auto and auto ancillary sectors

[0 On Monday, both Nippon Mutual Fund and ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund announced launching
their respective Nifty Auto ETFs that will mirror the Nifty Auto Index,

0 Nippon India Mutual Fund announces the launch of Nippon India Nifty Auto ETF, India’s First
Auto sector ETF. The Auto ETF is an open-ended scheme replicating/ tracking the Nifty Auto
Index,”

[0 Similarly, a statement from ICICI Prudential MF stated: “ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund has
launched India’s first Auto ETF namely ICICI Prudential Nifty Auto ETF.

0 Interestingly, itis difficult to ascertain which one would be the first as the both the new fund
offers (NFOs) will open on January 5. While the ICICI Prudential fund will close on January 10,
the one by Nippon MF will be open till January 14.

0 the minimum investment amount is also pegged at Rs 1,000 for both the schemes. The ICICI
Prudential scheme, however, is expected to list first on the bourses as its NFO will close before
the one by Nippon MF.

Page 48 of 108
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

@ ouidely 7l cwJ

Weekly Optimum CA Q&A PDF -Based on Recent Exam Trend
First Week of January (1st— 7t January 2022)

13.Consider The Following Statement Regarding IRDAI New Remuneration Of CEO Director Of
Private Users
1.The tenure of MDs, CEOs and whole-time directors (WTD) of an insurance company has been
setat 15 years.
2 As applicable to banks, the prescribed maximum age of these functionaries will be 70 years.
The maximum age limit for chairman and non-executive directors has been fixed at 75 years.
3.The total tenure of a non-executive director (NED), continuously or otherwise, on the board
of a bank, should not exceed 10 years.
4.After completing 8 years on the board, the person may be considered for re-appointment
only after a minimum gap of Two years.
Select The Correct Statement
A.Only1,2 And 3

B.Only 2,3 And 4
C.Only1 And 2
D. None Of The Above

The tenure of MDs, CEOs and whole-time directors (WTD) of an insurance company has been
set at 15 years. the incumbent will only be eligible for appointment as the CEO of the company
after a gap of three years

O As applicable to banks, the prescribed maximum age of these functionaries will be 70 years.
The maximum age limit for chairman and non-executive directors has been fixed at 75 years

00 The total tenure of a non-executive director (NED), continuously or otherwise, on the board of
a bank, should not exceed 8 years.

[0 After completing 8 years on the board, the person may be considered for re-appointment only
after a minimum gap of Three years.
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st__ 7th

-yr cap on tenure of MD,
CEOQs of insurers on cards

Proposed remuneration to be divided between fixed/variable pay,perquisites

SUERATA F¥i NDA
Mumbai, 4 lanuary

he insurance regulator has pro-
Tpn:rsa:l to cap the tenure of manag-

ing directors (MDs) and chief execu-
tive officers (CEOs) of insurance firms at
15 vears, aligning it with what the Reserve
Bank of India (REI) has mandated for the
top honchos of banks. It has also proposed
changes to the compensation structure of
the top management at nsurance com-
panies, so as to ensure sound compensa-
tion practices and avoid sitnations result-
ing from excessive risk-taking behaviour
due toinappropriate compensation stmc-
tures or incentive plans.

In an exposure draft, the regulator has
said that the post of MD and CEOQ arwhole-
time directors (WTDs) cannot be held by
an incumbent for more than 15 yvears. After
15 vears, the incumbent will only be eligi-
bile to be appointed CED of the company
after a gap of three years, but in those three
years, the individual cannot be associated
with the company or its group entities,
either directly or indirectly.

Further, the repulator has said, no indi-
vidual can continue as MD and CEQ or
WTD of an insurance company beyond
the age of 70 vears. Also, if the MD and
CEOQ or WTD is a promoter or a major
shareholder (holding more than 5 per cent)
of the insurance company, he/she cannot
hold those posts bevond 12 vears, unless
the repulator permits the individual to
contimmenpto 15 years. “The cap on tenure
proposed by the repulator is aimed at
bringing in benefits of change over thel

EXPOSURE DRAFT NORMS

m No person shall continue as MD &
CED or WTD beyond the age of 70 years

m MD & CED who is also a
promoterimajor shareholder, cannot
hold the posts for more than 12 years

m Fixed Pay should be reasonable and
all the fixed tems, including
perquisites should be induded

m At least 50% of the remuneration
subject to maximum 300% of the
fixed pay should be variable pay

long term with sufficient opportunity for
leadership to make a difference. A forced
change after 15 years is good for any orga-
nisation. Importantly, there is directional
alignment with the practice in the banking
space,” sald Fushabh Gandhi, deputy CEO,
IndiaFirst Life Insurance,

According to Nilesh Sathe, former
Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority (Irdal) member, “The intent
behind the exposure draft is to nudge

insurance companies to have a succession
plan in place. The regulator is giving suffi-
cient time to insurers to do so. The intent
of the regulator is not to be dismuptive. In
that sense, 15 years' time should be enough
fior an MD and CEC to raise the insurance
company to a higher platform,” said Sathe.

“Irdai’s efforts to emulate the banking
model looks somewhat far-fetched. In case
of banks, the loan assets are created and
some of the bad examples in the banking
system should not be the basis for the reg-
ulator to bring out similar guidelines. In
any case, | don't think the regulator will
not contemplate the application of the new
resulations on a retrospective basis,” said
Ashwvin Parekh, managing partner, Ashvin
Parekh Advisory Services.

As far as remuneration is concerned,
the regulator said it would be divided
between fixed pay, perquisites, and vari-
able pay. The fixed pay part of the remu-
neration will comprise all the fixed items,
inclnding perquisites. The variable pay will
be at least 50 per cent of the remuneration
structure or a maximum of 300 per cent
of the fixed pay. Further, the regulator has
proposed that the variable pay paid to MD
and CEO or WTDs can be reduced if there
is deterioratdon in the financial perform-
ance of the insurer, so much so that it can
be even reduced to zero.

The resulator has proposed a variable
pay formula, wherein 70 per cent welghting
has been prescribed toquantitative param-
efers, such as premium growth, rise in mar-
ket share, profitability, and persistency
ratio, while 30 per centweighting has been
prescribed to qualitative parameters.
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14.Recently In January Reliance New Energy Solar (RNESL) Has Acquired 25.90 Percent Stake In
Sterling And Wilson Renewable Energy ( SWERL) For What Amount And Become The Promoter
Compnay Of SWERL?

A. Rs 6853 Cr

eSS Reliance becomes promoter of -
C. Rs 10533 Cr Sterling & Wilson Renewable

D.Rs1253Cr Sterling and Wilson Renewable Energy (SWREL) said that
Reliance New Energy Solar (RNESL) has become its promoter
afteracquiring 25.90 per cent equity in it. Reliance group
firms had made an initial payment of ¥259.26 crore for
acquisition of 49.1 million shares or 25.90 per cent equity
stake in SWREL| according to a BSE filing. On Thursday, RNESL
had deposited an additional over 1,583 crore, which
together with the initial cash deposit "is equivalent to 100
per cent of the offer consideration payable under the open
offer, assuming full acceptance of the open offer". With this
transaction, RNESL and other group firms together hold over
L0 per cent stake in SWREL. In October 2021, RNESL had
executed definitive agreements with Shapoorji Pallonji,
Khurshed Daruvala, and Sterling & Wilson Solar to acquire
40 per cent stake post-money in SWSL through a series of
transactions. Sterling & Wilson Solar is now known as
Sterling and Wilson Renewable Energy. PTI

Sterling and Wilson Renewable Energy Ltd (SWREL) on Monday informed that Reliance New Energy
Solar Ltd (RNESL) has become its promoter after it paid a balance of Rs 1,583 crore for acquisition
of 25.90% equity in it. With this transaction, RNESL and other group firms together hold over 40%
stake in SWREL.

This October RNESL had executed definitive agreements with Shapoorji Pallonjiand Company

Private Ltd (SPCPL), Khurshed Daruvala, and Sterling & Wilson Solar Ltd (SWSL) to acquire 40%
stake. Recently, the Competition Commission of India (CCI) has also cleared the deal. accordance
with the terms of the SSA and the SEBI (SAST) regulations, the acquirer (RNESL) has been
classified as a promoter of the target company (SWREL) along with the existing promoter and
promoter group of the target company with effect from December 30, 2021
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15.Recently In January Which Of The Following Company Became First In The World To Hit 53

Trillion Market Capitalisation ?
A. Microsoft

B. Apple

C. Amazon

D. SpaceX

Apple becomes
Ist company to hit
$3-tn market value

REUTERS
BENGALURU, JANUARY 3

APPLEINConMonday becamethe
first company in the world to hit
$3 trillion in market capitalisation,
thanks toinvestor confidence that
the iPhone maker will keep
launching best-selling productsas
it explores new markets such as
automated cars and metaverse.
On the first day of trading in
2022, the company's shares rose
to $182.88 in mid-day trading, a
new record. The world's most
valuable company is the first to
reach the milestone as investors
bet that consumers will continue
to shell out top dollar for iPhones,
MacBooks and services such as
Apple TV and Apple Music.
Apple's march from $2 trillion
to $3 trillion in market value took
about 16 months as its stock
roared higher, leading a group of
megacap technology companies

RISE SINCE iPHONE LAUNCH

5,800%

mApple's shares have climbed
around 5,800 per cent since
co-founder and former chief
executive Steve Jobs unveiled
thefirstiPhone in January
2007, far outpacing the S&P
500's gain of about 230 per
cent during the same period

that benefited as people relied
heavily on tech during the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Apple's shares have climbed
around 5,800 per cent since co-
founder and former Chief
Executive Steve Jobs unveiled the
first iPhone in January 2007, far
outpacing the S&P 500's gain of
about 230 per cent during the
same period.

Apple, the computer company that started in a California garage in 1976, is now worth $3 trillion It
became the first publicly traded company to ever reach the figure

[J Microsoft and Apple shared the $2 trillion market value club but Microsoft is still at $2.5 trillion and
Apple has crossed the $3 trillion mark.

1 Apple HQ - Cupertino, California, United States, Ceo - Tim Cook
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16.Recently In Janaury Which Of The Following Bank Has signed Indian Cricketer Shafali Verma
as its brand endorser ?

A. State Bank Of India Bank Of Baroda Ropes In Cricket Sensation Shafali Verma As

Brand Endorser
B. Bank Of Baroda Bank of Baroda today announced signing of Indian Cricketer Shafali Verma as its brand

C. Resrve Bank Of India endorser. In a welcome result of her consistent outstanding performance in the
. f . Women's cricket for India, the Bank has signed contract with the ace Cricketer.
D. Equitas Small Finance Bank Commenting  of  the g e

association,  Shri  Sanjiv |
Chadha, MD & CEO, Bank of _"
Baroda said, “Bank of Baroda
has a history of associating —
with ace athletes and
sportspersons as its brand §
endorsers and being a crucial |
part of their journey. The Bank :
continuously supports the - —— g
youth of the country through its various banldng and non-banking ininatrves and this
announcement reflects the Bank's ethos of adding value to its customer experience by
choosing youth-icons like Shafali to inspire them. Shafali’s personality resonates grit,
determination and dependability which reflects the Bank’s brand ideologies.On this
occasion, Cricketer Shafali Verma said, “Il am humbled and proud of being assodated
with an institution whose legacy is more than a century old. | am extremely grateful to
Bank of Baroda for this association and for believing in my potential. | personally connect
with the Bank’s forward looking vision and its futuristic approach in all spheres of banking
and technology.”

Bank of Baroda announced signing of Indian Cricketer Shafali Verma as its brand endorser.

[l Last year, the Banklaunched its latest offering ‘bob World Wave’ — a wearable line of products for

payments with a complete health ecosystem, underthe bob World umbrella

[1 Bank of Baroda HQ - Alkapuri, Vadodara , SanjivChadha, MD & CEO, Tagline - "India's
International Bank

17.Recently In Janaury Which Of The Follwoing has entered into a strategic engagement with
Zain KSA to provide digital solutions in Saudi Arabia ?
A. Reliance Industries

Tata Communications on Tuesday said it has entered into a strategic
engagementwith Zain KSA to provide digital solutions in Saudi Arabia.

B. Tata Communications

C. Adani Group
D. Wipro With this collaboration the combined ecosystems will deliver solutions

and platforms to remodel cities with smart street lighting, smart waste
management, connected workplace, healthcare and connected cars,"
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18.Recently In Janaury State-owned gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd has completed the acquisition of
bankrupt Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services' (IL&FS) How Much Percnt Stake in

IL&FS sells stake in
ONGC Tripurato
GAIL for319 crore

ONGC Tripura Power Company (OTPC) ?
A.51%
B.46 %
C.23%
D.26%

The IL&ES Group has sold its
26 per cent stake in ONGC
Tripura Power Company
(OTPC) to GAIL (India) for$319
crore, According to officials in
the know, this amount will be
credited to IL&FS's cash bal-
ance and disbursed according
to  the resoclution plan
approved by the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT).

The 26 per cent stake that
IL&FS held in OTPC was
valued at 1,227 crore for this
transaction. According to an
ILEFS statement, around
#3.656-crore debt, estimated to
be part of the overall debt
around 99000 crore (as on
October 2018) of the group, has
been resolved through this

transaction.

IL&FS Group held the 26
per cent stake in OTPC
through two subsidiaries.
IL&FS Energy Development
Company (IEDCL) held a 12
per cent stake and IL&FS
Financial Services (IFIN) held
the rest. According to the ini-
tial shareholding, Oil and
MNatural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) held 50 per cent stake
in OTPC, India Infrastructure
Fund IT had 23.5 per cent, and
the government of Tripura
held 0.5 per cent. Following
this transaction, GAIL will
hold 26 per cent in OTPC, with
ONGC, Indian Infrastricture
Fund II and the Tripura gov-
ernment holding their respec-
tive stakes. TWESH MISHRA

State-owned gas utility GAIL (India) Ltd has completed the acquisition of bankrupt Infrastructure
Leasing and Financial Services' (IL&FS) 26 per centstake in ONGC Tripura Power Company

(OTPC)

[1 OTPC is a special purpose vehicle set up by Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) to build a
726.6 megawatt combined cycle gas turbine (CCGT) thermal power plantat Palatana, Tripura

[ The IL&FS group and the Government of Tripura (GoT) were partners in the special purpose
vehicle (SPV).

[1 ONGC holds 50 per centinterest in the companyTripura governmentholds 0.5 per cent while
India Infrastructure Fund Il holds the balance 23.5 per cent stake
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19.Consider The Following Statement Regarding Reserve Bank Of India Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs) or institutions which are 'too big to fail'?

1. The additional Common Equity Tier 1 (CET1) requirement for D-SIBs was phased-in from
April 1, 2016 and became fully effective from April 1, 2019.

2. The additional CET1 requirement will be in addition to the capital conservation buffer. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had announced SBI and ICICI Bank as D-SIBs in 2015 and 2016.

3. Based on data collected from banks as on March 31,2017, HDFC Bank was also classified as

a D-SIB.

4. The current updateis based on data collected from banks as on March 31, 2021. The
framework for dealing with D-SIBs was issued in July 2014.

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?
A.Only1,3,4

B.Only2,3 And4

C. All Of The Above

D.Only1,2And3

The RBI on Tuesday said state-owned SBI, along with
private-sector lenders ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank
continue to be Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-
SIBs) or institutions which are 'too big to fail'.

0 SBI, ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank continue to be
identified as Domestic Systemically Important Banks (D-
SIBs), under the same bucketing structure as in the 2020

list of D-SIBs

00 The additional Common Equity Tier 1 (CET1)
requirement for D-SIBs was phased-in from April 1, 2016
and became fully effective from April 1, 2019.

[0 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had announced SBI
and ICICI Bank as D-SIBs in 2015 and 2016.

(1 Based on data collected from banks as on March 31,
2017, HDFC Bank was also classified as a D-SIB.

0 The framework for dealing with D-SIBs was issued in
July 2014

[0 The Additional Common Equity Tier 1 requirementas a
percentage of Risk Weighted Assets (RWAS) in case of
SBI is 0.6 per cent Which Is Bucket 3 , and 0.2 per cent for
ICICI Bank and HDFC Bank Which Is Bucket 1

SBI,ICICI Bank,
HDFCBanktoo
big to fail: RBI

SUBRATA PANDA

Mumbai, % January

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Tuesday said State
Bank of India (SBI), ICICI
Bank, and HDFC Bank con-
tinue to be identfied as
domestic systemically impor-
tant banks (D-SIBs), or insti-
tutions that are too big to fail.

The current classification
is based on the data
collected from lenders as of
March 31, 2021

Under bucket 1, banks
require 0.2 per cent of
additional common equity
Tier 1 capital as a percentage
of risk weighted assets
(RWAs). Under bucket 3, they
require 0.6 per cent of
additional common equity
Tier 1 capital as a

While private sector :
lenders ICICI Bank and HDFC
Bank fall under bucket 1, SBI |
comes under bucket 3.

Essentially, systemically
important banks are theones |
that are perceived as too big |
to fail. The perception of too  ;
bizg to fail creates an !
expectation of government
support for these banks atthe !
time of distress.

Last year also, these three
banks were Identified as |
domestic systemically impor- |
tant banks and were placedin |
the same buckets as this year.

In 2015 and 2016, the RBI
had classified SEI and ICICI
Bank as D-SIBs. Further, |
based on the data collected
from banks as of March 31, |
2017, HDFC Bank was classi- |
fied as a D-SIB, along with SBI
and ICICI Bank., :

percentage of RWAS.
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20.Recently In January The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the inclusion of Airtel
Payments Bank in the second schedule of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934. When Was
Airtel Payment Bank Launched ?

A.January 2018 AIRTEL PAYMENTS BANK GETS PERMISSION TO

B. January 2017

C. January 2016 FUNCTION AS SCHEDULED BANK FROM RBI

D. January 2015 Airtel Payments Bank on Tuesday said it has been categorised as a
scheduled bank by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

With this, Airtel Payments Bank can now pitch for government-issued
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) and primary auctions and undertake both
central and state government business, besides participatingin
government-operated welfare schemes, itsaid in a statement. "In a boost
to its fast growing digital banking footprint, Airtel Payments Bank has been
categorised as Scheduled Bank by the Reserve Bank ofIndia," itsaid.

Airtel Payments Bank is among the fastest-growing digital banks in
the country, with a base of 15 million users. It offers a suite of digital
solutions through the Airtel Thanks app and a retail network of over
500,000 neighbourhood banking points. PTI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Tuesday announced the inclusion of Airtel Payments Bank
in the second schedule of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934

[0 Airtel Payments Bank was launched in January 2017, by Bharti Airtel, India’s largest telecom
provider, to support the cashless revolution promised by the Government of India.

0 Its Is The 4th Payment Bank To GET second schedule Status Indian Post Payment BankWas
The First Payment Bank To Get second schedule Status

0 Chairman - Sunil Bharti Mittal , Anubrata Biswas Managing Director & CEO
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21.Consider The Following Statement Regarding Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) :
1. The government restored licences of 79 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) under the
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) after accepting their renewal applications
2. After the update, the total number of active NGOs now stands at 16,908 from 16,829.

3. Under FCRA 2020, itis compulsory for all NGOs to open an 'FCRA account'with State Bank
of India main branch in the national capital for initial receipt of foreign contribution froma

foreign source.

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?

A.Onl;y1And 3
B.Only 1And 2

C. All Of The Above

D. None Of The Above

The governmentrestored licences of
79 non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) underthe Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA)
after accepting their renewal
applications which were filed on
December 31 after 7 pm but before
12 am After the update, the total
number of active NGOs now stands
at 16,908 from 16,829."

On January 1, FCRA licence of
5,968 NGOs, including Mother

Teresa's Missionaries of Chatrity,
was cancelled after they failed to
comply with revised guidelines or
apply for renewal. While licences of
12,501 NGOs expired on December
31, licences of 5,710 NGOs lapsed
on January 1. To receive foreign
grants, NGOs have to register with
the home ministry, which assigns a
unique FCRA registration number,
to be renewed every five years.
Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Rules, 2011

_ e
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‘TOTAL NUMBER OF ACTIVE NGOS NOW STANDS AT 16,908’

Home Ministry Restores
FCRA Licences of 79 NGOs

20,000 Licences Cancelled in 10 Years

FCRA licences of over 20,000 NGOs have been cancelled
in the past 10 years, said officials

Renewal applications
filed on Dec 31 after 7
pm but before 12 am

Rahul.Tripathi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government resto-
red licences of 79 non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) under the Fo-
reign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA)after acceptingtheir renewal
applications which were filed on De-
cember 31 after 7 pm but before 12 am.
The NGOs informed the Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)on Monday that
they had filed the renewal applica-
tions online ahead of the deadline
but their names were in the list of
NGOs whose licences had lapsed.
Officials said it is an “ongoing
and it is possible that the
f NGOs whohavefiled for
renewal of licences may increase
upon scrutiny of documents and
verification. When asked about the
names of NGOs whose applica
tions have been accepted, a senior
home ministry official said on con-
dition of anonymity, “They are en-
gaged in various activities inclu-
ding religious, social, educational
and cultural. After the update, the
total number of active NGOs now

| |I | I II‘ LUILIILLL IHIUIJW

FCRA licences of Oxfam Trusts and

Oxfam Australia were cancelled in 2017
Violation of law

for

A spokesperson for Ox-
x fam india said the NGO
applied for renewal of

FCRA licence in April but was
denied by the ministry

SAY GOVT OFFICIALS

‘It'sanongoing
processand
b the number of

NGOs who havefiled for
renewal of licences may
increase upon scrutiny’

stands at 16,908 from 16,829.™

On January 1, FCRA licence of 5,968
NGOs, including Mother Teresa’s Mis-
sionaries of Charity, was cancelled af-
ter they failed to comply with revised
guidelines or apply for renewal. While

Oxfam India will reach out to

the MHA and will urge them
to lift the funding restrictions
AMITABH BEHAR

| OXFAM INDIA CEO

licences of 12,501 NGOs expired on De-
cember 31, licences of 5,710 NGOs lap-
sed on January 1. To receive foreign
grants, NGOs have toregister with the
home ministry which assigns a uni-
que FCRA registration number, to be
renewed every five vears.

FCRA licences of more than 20,000
NGOs have been cancelled in the past
10 years, said officials. FCRA licences
of Oxfam Trusts and Oxfam Austra-
lia were cancelled in 2017 for violation
of law. A spokesperson for Oxfam In-
dia told ET that the NGO applied for
renewal of FCRA licence in April last
vear but was denied by the ministry.
The organisation is also registered
under section 8 company under the
2013 Companies Act, he said.

CRLRER LRIV TSR DR LEUEE LR (TR LR IR CRU R TR TR LRI DL UL RS TR LT R R U LT LR LR LR
EIDCT MEETIAMS. A DAMET TRALIADDALIM
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22.Recently In January Which Of The Following Bank Has Taken Its Next Major Step In Ongoing
Digital Transformations By Investing 520 Million In Pine Labs An IPO Bound Start Up Focused
On Digital Payments ?

A. Bank Of Baroda

B. Bank Of India

C. State Bank Of India
D. Resreve Bank Of India

SBI pumps $20 millioninto
Pine Labsinlatestfintechbet

PEERTADA ABRAR

Bengaluru, & January

State Bank of India (SBI) has
invested $20 million in Pine
Labs, said the leading mer-
chant commerce platform on
Tuesday, indicating India's
largest lender is betting on
fintech as a way of future-
proofing.

“We are thrilled to have
the largest bank of India,
State Bank of India, place
their trust in us and welcome
them in this journey where
we dre empowering mer-
chants with seamless and
secure payment experiences
across offline and online
platforms,” said B Amrish
Ram, CEO, Pine Labs.

In 2021, Pine Labs had
raised a total round size of
2600 million from a marquee

oo

o
4

\

Pine Labs CEO B Amrish Rau
sald the firm alms to scale up
Its online payments products

set of new investors and fol-
lowed it up with a $100-mil-
lion fundraise from US-based
Invesco Developing Markets
Fund. In addition to aug-

menting its merchant com-
merce offerings at the offline
point-of-sale, Pine Labs is
now looking to invest in scal-
ing Plural, its newly launched
brand of online payment pro-
ducts and emerge as an
omnichannel partner of
choice for merchants.

“In the last one vear, sev-
eral marquee investors have
placed their trust in our busi-
ness model and growth
momentum and that is a
gratifying feeling. This asso-
ciation with SBI is a per-
sonally satisfying experience
as I had started my career
selling financial services
technology to SBL”

Pine Labs, which is
backed by Sequoia Capital,
Temasek Holdings, Actis,
PayPal and Mastercard
among other leading global

investors, competes with
other fintech companies
such as BharatPe, Mswipe,
Paytm and Razorpay.

It is also expanding its
Buy Now Pay Later (BNPL)
business across India and
Southeast Asia. The com-
pany has entered the con-
sumer pavment space with
its April 2021 acquisition of
Fave, one of Southeast Asia's
leading consumer fintech
platform, and has a leading
presence in the Gift, Prepaid
and Stored Value segment
through its 2019 acquisition
of Qwikcilver.

In July 2021, it closed a
£2600-million fundraising
round at a #3-billion wval-
uation. The investment is
expected to help the com-
pany in its plan to go public
this year or early next year.

India’s largest lender, the State Bank of India, has invested $20 million in Pine Labs, the fintech

startup

[J Pine Labs, best known for its offline merchant payments tool, is also looking to listin the United

States in the first half of 2022

[] Pine Labs CEO Amrish Rau Shi Chairman Dinesh Khara
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23.Recently In Janaury Which Of The Following Has Introduced The “Unified Presentment
Management System (UPMS) For Recurring Bill Payments ?

a. NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd
b. NPCI BHIM Aadhaar Ltd

c. NPCI National Financial Switch
d. NPCl Immediate Payment Serv

With an aim to enrich and
simplify bill payments in the
country, NPCIBharat BillPay

Ltd. (NBBL), the wholly-owned
subsidiary of National
Payments Corporation of India
hasintroduced a unique
functionality called ‘Unified

Presentment Management

System’ (UPMS).

[1 National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)
was incorporated in 2008

(1 NPCI Bharat BillPay Ltd. is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of
National Payments Corporation
of India. Came into effectfrom
April 1, 2021,

1 Ms. Noopur Chaturvedi,
CEO, NPCIBharat BillPay Ltd

NPCI Bharat BillPay launches Unified
Presentment Management System

Will enable
customers to pay
recurring bills

OURBUREAU

Mumbal, january 4

NPCI Bharat BillPay (NBBL), the
wholly-owned subsidiary of Na-
tional Payments Corporationof
India (NPCI), has introduced
the ‘Unified Presentment Man-
agement System' (UPMS) for re-
curring bill payments.

“UPMS will enable the cus-
tomers to set up standing in-
structions from any channel
and forany modeon
their recurring bill
payments,” NPCI ¥
said inastatement.

The bills will be
automatically
fetched from the
billers and presen-"
ted to customers for their ac-
tion, in terms of auto-debitand
bill payment management.
With the UPMS launch, the in-

tent is to enable all the Bharat
Billpbay  Operating  Units
(BBPOU) to extend this facility
to their customers/corporate
clients with minimal effort
through the centralised infra-
structure and application sup-
port provided by Bharat BillPay
Central Unit(BBPCU),NPCl said.

UPMS will help in democrat-
ising recurring bill payments
and making them further con-
venient for customers, itadded.

‘Greatopportunity’
NPCI underscored that UPMS
provides a great opportunity
for the service pro-
v viders and fintechs
‘of the digital pay-

ments ecosystem (o

» runthrough this fea-
ture in the sandbox
\ environment of the

Bharat Bill Payment
System (BBPS). Several operat-
ing units (OUs) and technical
service providers (TSPs) are act-
ively coming forward in the

rapid deployment of UPMS, it
added. The statement noted
UPMS assumes significanceasa
majority of the transactions in
the new categories under BBPS
like mutual funds, insurance,
subscriptions, school fee pay-
ments, currentdy happen
through presentment and
standing instructions.

THE FERTILISERS ANI

PR s (A Government of India |
CORPORATE MATERIALS, P ADNINISTRATIVE BUILDR
E-malk b @fachd com | jeyaliman@fachi com,

NOT|CE |NVITIN
Online compelite two bid tenders are invited for th
1) Renovation of B Flat Quarters in F
Tender No: 03009/2021-2022/E245586 e-t
2) Revamping of Lake View Hoste| in FACT (Cochin
Tender No: 04038/2021-2022/E24586 e-
3) Health Study 2d Rehabilitation Measures of the

Caaveyars from Urea Silo to Urez Bagging Plant incl
FACT Cachin Divisien 2t Ambalamedy, Koch

Tender No: 04031/2021-2022/E24604 &=
Last date & time for submission of abo
The complete bidding process will be ooline (&
extension, Cormgendum, Addancum efc.  any, n
n fact.co.n/CPP Portal (eprocure govin) and wil
Date: 04,01,2022
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24.With reference to the gold imports by India, consider the following statements:
1. India spent a record $55.7 billion on gold imports in 2021, buying more than double the
previous year’s tonnage.
2. Indiais the world’s biggest gold consuming nation.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1only

B. 2 only
C.Bothland 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

India spent record $

$55.7 bn

on gold imports in 2021

‘Deferred weddings conducted last vear spurred demand’

REUTERS
MUMBAT

India splurged a record
$55.7 billion on gold im-
ports in 2021, buying more
than double the previous
year's tonnage as a price
drop favoured retail buyers
and pent-up demand
emerged for weddings that
were delayed when the
pandemic first hit.

Details of the world’s se-
cond-biggest consuming
nation’s soaring imports
were disclosed to Reuters
by a senior government offi-
cial who requested ano-
nymity. The 2021 gold im-
port bill easily doubled the
$22 billion spent in 2020,
and surpassed the previous
high, set in 2011, of $53.9

billion, according to the of-
ficial, who tracks broad im-
port trends. In volume, In-
dia imported 1,050 tonnes
in 2021, the most in a de-
cade, and far more than the
430 tonnes imported in
2020, the official said.

“Last year, demand was
robust as lots of weddings
were postponed to 2021
from 2020 because of the

coronavirus outbreak,” said
Harshad Ajmera, a gold
wholesaler in Kolkata.

Mr. Ajmera noted a price
correction had made gold
more affordable for retail
consumers in India early
last year. Local gold prices
hit a record of 56,191 per
10 gm in August 2020, but
fell back to ¥43,320 in
March 2021, when monthly
imports spiked to a record
I77 tonnes.

Imports could moderate
in January as rising corona-
virus cases have prompted
local authorities to impose
curbs, said a Mumbai-based
bullion dealer. “Jewellers
are afraid of lockdown.
They have scaled down pur-
chases,” the dealer said.

India spent a record $55.7 billion on gold imports in 2021, buying more than double the previous
year’s tonnage as a price drop favoured retail buyers and pent-up demand emerged for

weddings that were delayed when the pandemic first hit.

Details of the world’s second-biggest consuming nation’s soaring imports were disclosed to
Reuters by a senior government official who requested anonymity.

The 2021 gold import bill easily doubled the $22 billion spent in 2020, and surpassed the
previous high, set in 2011, of $53.9 billion, according to the official, who tracks broad import

trends.In volume, India imported 1,050 tonnes in 2021, the mostin a decade, and far more than
the 430 tonnes imported in 2020, the official said.

Last year, demand was robust as lots of weddings were postponed to 2021 from 2020 because
of the coronavirus outbreak.
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25.For non-compliance with regulatory requirements, which of the following Central government
regulatory body has cancelled the authorization certificates of Muthoot Vehicle and Asset
Finance Ltd and Eko India Financial Services Private Ltd for non-compliance with regulatory
requirements inJanuary 2022?

A. Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

B. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

C. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)

D. Pension Fund Regulatory & Development Authority (PFRDA)
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has cancelled the Certificate of Authorisation (CoA) of two
Payment System Operators (PSOs) — Muthoot Vehicle and Asset Finance Limited and Eko

India Financial Services Private Limited citing non-compliance with regulatory requirements
under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.

0 Muthoot Vehicle and Asset Finance Ltd. (MVFL), is the Vehicle and Asset Finance Division of

The Muthoot Group. The Company was incorporated in 1992 In the year 2008, the name of the
Company was formally changed to Muthoot Vehicle and Asset Finance Ltd

0 Eko India Financial Services Private Limited is a private organization incorporated in 2007. it is
classified as a non-govt company and is registered at the Registrar of Companies, Delhi.
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26.Consider The Follwoign Statement Regarding RBI market making plan to promote retail

participation in G-Secs :

1. According to the market making scheme, primary dealers will rely on the Know Your
Customer (KYC) verification of the RDG account holders done under the retail direct scheme.

2. NDS-OM', or Negotiated Dealing Segment- Order Matching, refers to the RBI's screen-
based, anonymous electronic order matching system for trading in government securities in

the secondary market.

3. Under the RBI Retail Direct Scheme, retail investors (individuals) have the facility to open an
online Retail Direct Gilt Account (RDG Account) with RBI. These accounts can be linked to their

savings bank accounts.
Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?
A.Only1And3

B.Only2 And 3
C.Only1And2
D. All Of tHE Above

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) notified the
market making scheme to promote retail
participation in government securities by providing
prices/quotes toretail direct gilt (RDG) account
holders enabling them to buy and sell securities
under the RBI Retail Direct Scheme.

O RBI Retail Direct Scheme has been launched

on November 12, 2021 for providing one-stop

access to facilitate investment in Government
Securities by retail investors

[0 No further KYC verificationis required for
transacting with RDG account holders on the RFQ
segment of NDS-OM,

0 “NDS-OM” or Negotiated Dealing Segment —
Order Matching means RBI’s screen based,
anonymous electronic order matching system for
trading in Government Securities in the secondary
market[] Under the RBI Retail Direct Scheme,
retail investors (individuals) have the facility to
open an online Retail Direct Gilt Account (RDG
Account) with RBI. These accounts can be linked
to their savings bank accounts.
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RBI notifies market-making
scheme to promote retail
participation in G-Secs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, January 4

THE RESERVE BANK of India (RBI) on
Tuesday notified the market-making
scheme to promote retail participationin
government securities (G-Secs) by pro-

viding prices/quotes to retail direct gilt

(RDG)account holders, enabling them to
buy and sell securities under the RBI
Retail Direct Scheme.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
launched the RBI Retail Direct Scheme on
November 12,2021, to provide one-stop
access to facilitate investment in govern-
ment securities by retail investors.

In this connection, to provide liquidity
in the secondary market, a market-mak-
ing arrangement, wherein the primary
dealers shall be present on the NDS-OM
platform (odd-lot and request for quotes
segments) throughout market hours and
respond to buy/sell requests from Retail
Direct Gilt account holders (RDGAHs) has
been notified.

According to the market-making
scheme, primary dealers will rely on the
Know Your Customer (KYC)verification of
the RDG account holders, done under the
retail direct scheme.

“No further KYC verification is
required for transacting with RDG
account holders on the RFQ segment of
NDS-OM,”the RBI said.

The ‘NDS-OM,, or negotiated dealing
segment—order matching, refers to the
RBI’s screen-based, anonymous elec-

e 1 L] 1 1

Under the market-making
scheme, primary dealers will rely on
the KYC verification of the RDG
account holders, done under the

retail direct scheme

tronic order-matching system for trading
in government securities in the sec-
ondary market.

The‘request for quotes (RFQ) segment”’
refers to the on-screen negotiation system
of the RBI’s NDS-OM system.

Under the RBI Retail Direct Scheme,
retail investors (individuals) have the facil-
ity to open an online Retail Direct Gilt
account (RDG account) with RBI. These
accounts can be linked to their savings
bank accounts.

The RDG accounts of individuals can
be used to participate in the issuance of
government securities and secondary
market operations, through the screen-
based NDS-OM.
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27.Recnetly In January Telecom major Bharti Airtel announced joint venture (JV) with Which
Among The Following for providing satellite broadband services in India ?

A. Hughes Network Systems

B. Starlink Network

C. One Web
D. Genome Shine
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Airtel, Hughes form JV to provide
satellite broadband services in India

Operational as HCIPL, the entity has a
combined base of over 200,000 VSATs

OUR BUREAU
New Delhi, January 5
Bharti Airtel and Hughes Com-
munications India (HCIPL), a
majority-owned subsidiary of
Hughes Network Systems
{Hughes), on Wednesday said
they have formed a joint ven-
ture to provide satellite broad-
band services in India.
Operational as HCIPL, the
entity combines the Very
Small Aperture Terminal
(VSAT) businesses of both
companies to offer flexible
and scalable enterprise net-
working solutions using satel-
lite connectivity for primary

transport, back-up and hybrid
implementation, Airtel said in
astatement.

The agreement, announced
in May 2019, has received all
statutory approvals, includ-
ing those from the National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
and the Department of Tele-
communications (DoT), and
the |V has been formed, it said.

“With the combined capab-
ilities of Airtel and Hughes,
customers will get access to
next generation satellite con-
nectivity backed by proven en-
terprise grade security and
service support,” said Ajay

3 // J N

The agreement has received all
statutory approvals

Chitkara, Director and Chief

Executive  Officer,  Airtel

Business.

Multi-orbit solutions

Now serving Airtel VSAT cus-

tomers, HCIPL has a combined

base of over 200,000 VSATs.
“Combining the proven

capabilities of both Hughes
and Airtel, the partnership
will bring synergies to the
forefront - including multi-or-
bit solutions — for the benefit
of customers across the
length and breadth of India,"

Partho Banerjee, President
and Managing Director,
HCIPL, said.

HCIPL provides broadband
networking technologies,
solutions and services, includ-
ing a full range of managed
network services, for govern-
ment offices and enterprises
across segments such as bank-
ing, aeronautical and mari-
time mobility, small to me-
dium-sized businesses,
education, and telecom back-
haul, among others.

K

M mama 1

Bharti Airtel has announced the formation of a joint venture with HughesCommunications India
Pvt Ltd (HCIPL), an innovator in satellite and networks to offer satellite broadband services in

India

[0 Hughes will hold a 67 per cent stake in the joint venture, while Airtel will hold a 33 per cent

stake

0 The entity will be known as HCIPL and will combine the Very Small Aperture Terminal (VSAT)
business of both companies,

0 Airtel and Hughes Communications’ agreement was first announced in May 2019, The JV has
a combined base of over 2 lakh VSATSs, making it the largest satellite service operator in the

country. ©
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28.Recntly In Janaury Which Of The Following Has Became The First Company To DisburseLAS
(Loans Against Share) Digitally To Any Demat Account Holder Registerted With NSDL ?

a. Pine Labs

b. Hughes Communication
c. Geo Jit Financial Services
d. Payback Ltd

NSDL a/c holders
can avail the facility

V SAJEEV KUMAR

Kochi, January 5

Geojit Credits, an NBFC, and
subsidiary of Geojit Financial
Services, on Wednesday
launched its digital platform to
offer loans against shares (LAS).
With the launch of the digital
platform, Geojit Credits be-
comes the first company to dis-
burse LAS digitally to any demat
account holder registered with
NSDL.

The platform was formally
launched by Padmaja Chun-
duru, Managing Director of Na-
tional Securities Depository Ltd,
in the presence of C| George,
Founder and Managing Dir-
ector of Geojit, A Balakrishnan,
Executive Director of Geojit,
and Prashant Vagal, Executive

Geojit Credits, an NBFC, and subsidiary of Geojit
Financial Services, on Wednesday launched its
digital platform to offer loans against shares
(VAR

0 With the launch of the digital platform, Geojit
Credits becomes the first company to disburse

LAS digitally to any demat account holder
registered with NSDL.

0 The platformwas formally launched by
Padmaja Chunduru, Managing Director of
National Securities Depository Ltd, in the
presence of CJ George, Founder and Managing
Director of Geojit

Geojit launches platform
for loan against shares

Vice-President of NSDL, at a
function held in Kochi. Padmaja
Chunduru said, “NSDL has, of
late, undertaken various tech-
nology-driven initiatives such
as the launch of Insta Demat ac-
count, Demat Gateway, etc, to
offer superior convenience to
its stakeholders. NSDL Digital
LAS facility has been designed
to provide instant liquidity to
investors to help them fund fur-
ther investments or to meet im-
mediate personal expenses.”

Geojit's LAS digital platform
will enable clients to apply for
loans by pledging shares by se-
lecting a scheme of their choice
and completing all documenta-
tion online. Once the loan ap-
plication is digitally signed and
approved, the amount will be
instantly credited to the bank
account of the client and in-
terest will be charged only for
the amount utilised.
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RBI lays down eligibility norms for
entities tapping credit bureau data

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, January 5

THE RESERVE BANK of India (RBI) on
Wednesdaylaid down eligibility norms for
entities tapping into data from credit
information companies (CICs), or credit
bureaus.The rules say acompany must be
owned and controlled by resident Indian
citizens to become a specified user with a
credit bureau, amid reports of lending
apps with Chinese links operating in India.

In order to be eligible as a ‘specified
user’ under the Credit Information Com-
panies (Amendment) Regulations, 2021,
anentity mustbeacompany incorporated
in India or a statutory corporation estab-
lished in India. The governing statute of
the statutory corporation or memoran-
dum of association of the company should
allowthebusiness oractivity of processing
of information for the support or benefit
of credit institutions, the norms said.

In the case ofa company, it should have
anetworth of not less than X2 crore as per
the latest audited balance sheet,and shall
meet the requirement on a continuing
basis.The ownership of the company shall
be well diversified.

The company shall have at least three
years of experience in running the busi-
ness or activity of processing information
forthe support or benefit of credit institu-

In the case of a company, it should
have a net worth of not less than
Z2 crore as per the latest audited
balance sheet, and shall meet the

requirement on a continuing basis

tions and shall have a clean track record.
The company, its promoters or directors
should not have at any time in the past
been convicted of any offence involving
moral turpitude or any economic offence.

In addition, the entity should have a
certification froma CISA-certified auditor
that it hasarobust and secure information
technology (IT) system in place for pre-
serving and protecting the datarelating to
the credit information as per the provision
of the Credit Information Companies
(Regulation) Act, 2005 and other applica-
ble regulations or guidelines.

NAaw: NAalkl
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29.Consider The Following Statement Regarding RBI New Norms On Tapping Credit Bureau
1.In order to be eligible as a ‘specified user’ under the Credit Information Companies
(Amendment) Regulations, 2021, an entity must be a company incorporated in India or a
statutory corporation established in India
2.In the case of a company, it should have a net worth of not less than Rs 5 crore as per the
latest audited balance sheet,
3.The company shall have at least two years of experience in running the business or activity
of processing information
4. the entity should have a certification from a CISA-certified auditor as per Credit Information
Companies (Regulation) Act, 2007
Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?
A.Only1,3 And4

B.Only2 And 3
C.Only1
D. All Of The Above

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday laid down eligibility norms for entities tapping
into data from credit information companies (CICs), or credit bureaus.

0 The rules say a company must be owned and controlled by resident Indian citizens to become
a specified user with a credit bureau

[1 In order to be eligible as a ‘specified user’ under the Credit Information Companies
(Amendment) Regulations, 2021, an entity must be a company incorporated in India or a
statutory corporation established in India

O it should have a net worth of not less than Rs 2 crore as per the latest audited balance sheet,
and shall meet the requirement on a continuing basis

[0 The company shall have at least three years of experience in running the business or activity
of processing information for the support or benefit of credit institutions

00 The entity should have a certification from a CISA-certified auditor as per the provision of the
Credit Information Companies (Regulation) Act, 2005
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30.Which bank has won UiPath Automation Excellence Awards 2021 for Best Automation under
Crisis for Business Continuity ?

A. South Indian Bank
B. IDFCFirst Bank

C. Indusind Bank

D. Bandhan Bank

The Kerala-based lender South Indian Bank has won the UiPath Automation Excellence Awards
2021 for Best Automation under Crisis for Business Continuity.

0 The award was bestowed upon the Bank for its exceptional use of Robotic Process
Automation capabilities The UiPath Automation Excellence Awards aim to recognise the change-

makers of automation.

O South Indian Bank is a private sector bank. It is headquartered in Thrissur, Kerala. Chairman -
Mr. Salim Gangadharan
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31.According To SBI Research report On Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) Which
State Has Emrged As Ther Biggest beneficiary among states ?

A. Maharashtra

B. Gujarat

C. Himachal Pradesh
D. Uttar Pradesh

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) launched by the government in 2020 to
provide relief to MSMEs impacted by COVID-19 pandemic has saved 13.5 lakh firms from going
bankrupt and consequently 1.5 crore jobs

[0 According To The Report amongst the states, Gujarat has been the biggest beneficiary,

followed by Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.

O Under the scheme, 100 per cent guarantee coverage is being provided by the National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company (NCGTC) for additional funding of up to Rs 4.5 lakh crore to eligible
MSMFs

ECLGS stopped 14% of loans from
slipping into NPA, says SBIreport

ARUP ROYCHOUDHURY
New Delhi, & January

The Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for
micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSME), one of the
government’s key planks in
reviving economic activity, has
preventad 1.35 million MSME
accounts from going under,
according to a report by State
Bank of India released on
Thursday.

The scheme has saved
around 15 million jobs and
stopped 14 per cent of out-
standing MSME loans from
turning into non-performing
assets (NPAs), said the report
authored by SBI's Chief
Economic Advisor Soumvya
Kanti Ghosh.

Since the launch of the
scheme by Finance Minister

MNirmala Sitharaman in May
2020, MSME loan accounts
worth 1.8 trillion in absolute
terms were saved from slipping
into NPAs.
“According  to
our analysis, ifthese
units had turned

0fthe 1.35 mn

the trading sector, including
small kKirana shops, has bene-
fitted the most followed by
food processing, textiles and
commercial real estate.
“Amongst the
states, Gujarat has
been the biggest

non-performing, L F TG0 o beneficlary,  fol-
then 15 million EEEVEGEITERT lowed by
workers would have QTS CEUERy W Maharashira, Tamil

become unemplo-
yved. In effect, the
scheme saved the
livelihood for &0
million families (assuming four
family members per worker
including herself),” said the
report.

The report stated that of the
1.35 million MSMEs accounts
that were saved due to scheme,
almost 93.7 per cent are in the
micro and small category.

According to SEI's analysis,

are in the
micro and
small category

Madu, and Uttar
Pradesh,” he said.
Ghosh said an
older scheme, the
Credit Guarantes Fund Trust

for Micro and  Small
Enterprises, should be
revamped using the best prac-

tices from ECLGS, its scope and
role should be expanded, and
it should be administered on
the line of the US Small
Business Administration.

For his research on the

impact of ECLGS, Ghosh told
Business Standard that his
team analysed the Special
Mention Account (SMA) data
for the banking system based
on trends in SEI portfolio to
quantify the benefits derived
from ECLGS in terms of asset
quality.

“We applied a simple et
appropriate methodology in
which we considered all such
accounts  whose  status
improved or remained in the
same category in Nov 2021 as
compared to September 2020,
hesaid.

Ghosh said the results were
‘startling’ moing by the positive
ramifications on multiple
pivots, encouraging exploring
feasibility of similar structure
to provide holistic support to
MSME sector in anchoring the
ECONOMmY.
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32.Which of the following has announced the launch of a campaign #BhahaneChoddoTaxBachao
to increase awareness of Indians around the need to buy health insurance to save taxin
January 2022?

A. Reliance General Insurance

B. HDFC ERGO General Insurance Company
C. SBl General Insurance

D. Bajaj Allianz General Insurance

SBI General Insurance has announced the launch of a campaign to increase awareness of
Indians around the need to buy health insurance to save tax.

[0 The campaign #BahaneChhodoTaxBachao will also underline other benefits of opting for

health insurance.

[0 SBI General Insurance Hg - Mumbai Mr. Dinesh Kumar Khara is the Chairman of State Bank
of India.

33.Reliance Retail has bought How Much Percent Stake in Dunzo, India's leading quick commerce
player, for USD 200 million (around Rs 1,488 crore) as it looks to expand its presence in online
grocery delivery business ? RILs retail unit

A.25.8 buys $200 mn
B. 15.6 stake in Dunzo
C. 40.88

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
D. 51 MUMEBAL

Dunzo, a quick commerce
player, said it had raised
$240 million, including
$200 million from Reliance
Retail Ventures Ltd., in its
latest round of funding to
expand into new geogra-

phies.
Reliance Retail “_1'!] own
Reliance Retail has bought a 25.8 per cent stake in Dunzo, India's ﬁ;sdbsl:}? [‘s“Dzégg“rg;
. . onng e€d Dasis) 0, 3
leading quick commerce player, for USD 200 million (around Rs lowing ts investment.

The capital will aid Dun-
zo's plans to enable instant
delivery of essentials from

1,488 crore)

[0 The capital will be used to further Dunzo’s vision to be the a network of micro ware-
largest quick commerce business in the country, enabling instant houses while also expnd-
. . ing its B2B business verti-

delivery of essentials cal to enable logistics for

local merchamg in Indian

[0 Dunzo launched its instant delivery model ‘Dunzo Daily’ in Sy o
Bengaluru earlier this year, seeing over 20 per cent week on week in addition to the fund-

ing, both entities would al-
so enter into certain busi-
ness partnerships.

rage oy or 1U3
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34.Recently In Janaury Which Has Became First telecom player Tied Up With NPCI National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) For UPIAUTOPAY for

the telecomindustry ?

A. Vi

B. Jio Jio users can now set standing instructions for auto-debit for their tariff plans
C. Airtel through UPI after a tie-up between the telecom player and NPCI.

D. BSNL 00 National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and Jio in a joint

announcement Said That UPI AUTOPAY has now been introduced for the

telecom industry with Jio.

0 Jio's integration with UPI AUTOPAY has made it the first player in the
telecom industry to go live with the unique e-mandate feature that was
launched by NPCI

35.Which Of The Following PaymenT Bank announced a collaboration with Park+ to offer
FASTag-based smart parking solutions to marquee commercial and residential properties
across the country ?

A. Jio Pyament Bank . )

B. Airtel Payument Bank Airtel Payments Bank, Park+ tie up to offer
C. Fino Payment Bank FASTag-based smart parking solutions

D. India post PymenT Bank AIRTEL PAYMENTS BANK on Thursday pany said.

announced a collaboration with Park+ to Park+ operates in the area of automat-
offer FASTag-based smart parking solu-  ing parking spaces through FASTag and
tions to marquee commercial and resi-  the majority of parking FASTag transac-
dential properties across the country. tions in India are currently being
The partnershipaimstoleveragethe processed through Park+ systems.
distribution reach and digital payments Park+ will offerits full suite of FASTag
stackof Airtel Payments Bank todigitise  services including issuance, acquiring,
the parking ecosystem using FASTag recharge,and technology support toAirtel
associated with the vehicle, the com- PaymentsBank

Airtel Payments Bank on Thursday announced a collaboration with Park+ to offer FASTag -based
smart parking solutions to marquee commercial and residential properties across the country.

0 Backed by Sequoia Capital and Matrix Partners, Park+ is engaged in automating parking
spaces through FASTag. ] The collaboration aims to leverage the deep distribution reach and
digital payments stack of Airtel Payments Bank to digitize the parking ecosystem using FASTag
associated with the vehicle.

0 The serviceis already operational at a South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) parking site,
and will soon be made available at Aurangabad Airport and 32nd Avenue (32nd Milestone) in
Gurugram
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36.Recently In January Accroding To RBI Data Foreign Owned Assets In India Has Increased By

How Much Billion In September Quarter And Stood Up At S 1258.9 Billion ?

A. 537.3Bn
B. 531.9Bn
C. 542.6 Bn
D. $51.6 Bn

Foreign-owned assets in India
rose by $37 bn in Q2: RBI data

‘Indian residents’ overseas financial assets rose $31.9 billion’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMEAI

Foreign-owned assets in In-
dia increased by $37.3 billion
during the July-September
quarter (Q2), according to
RBI data.

Indian residents’ overseas
financial assets rose $31.9
billion, almost three-fourths
of which came from build-
up in reserve assets. This
partly reflects the allocation
of special drawing rights
(SDRs) by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in Au-
gust 2021, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said.

The regulator on Friday
released data relating to In-
dia’s International Invest-
ment Position (IIP) at end-
September 2021.

The International Mone-
tary Fund describes a na-

B WL
O[O B ¢

e

Lo \ ? o L
—)
L‘j
P | )
tion’s [IP as showing the va-
lue of financial assets of
residents of an economy
that are claims on non-resi-
dents, or are gold bullion
held as reserve assets; and of
the liabilities of residents to
non-residents.

Reserve assets accounted
for 68.5% of India’s interna-

tional financial assets in Sep-
tember 2021. The share of

‘7 Reserve assets

accounted for
68.5% of India’s
international
financial assets in
September

debt liabilities in total liabili-
ties increased marginally to
47.8%. The ratio of interna-
tional assets to international
liabilities improved to 73.6%
from 70.4% a year earlier.
Net claims of non-residents
on India increased by $5.4
billion during July-Septem-
ber 2021.

‘HFC applies for licence’
Separately, the RBI also said
that West End Housing Fi-
nance Ltd. had applied for
‘on tap’ licence to set up a
Small Finance Bank in the
private sector.

Foreign-owned assets in India increased by USD 37.3 billion in the September quarter while
Indian residents' overseas financial assets rose by USD 31.9 billion during the same period, RBI
data showed on Friday. According to India's International Investment Position (lIP), the liabilities

stood at USD 1,258.9 billion during the July-September quarter as compared to USD 1,221.6
billion at June-end 2021.

The assets stood at USD 927.1 billion at September-end, up from USD 895.2 billion in June
quarter
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37.Recently In Jnauary Resrve Bank Of India Has Increased The Tharsehold Limit For Banks To
Maintain Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR) fROM Non Financial Small Business Customers From

Rs 5 Cr To What Amount ?
A.Rs 10Cr

B.rS7.5Cr

C.Rs6 Cr

D.Rs7Cr

LIQUIDITY COVERAGE RATIO FOR BANKS
RBI ups limit on funds from
non-financial small biz

OUR BUREAU

Mumbai, january &
The Reserve Bank of India has
upped the threshold limit for
banks to maintain Liquidity
Coverage Ratio (LCR) on depos-
its and other extension of funds
received from non-financial
small business customers from
{5 crore to 7.5 crore.
So, henceforth, all
commercial banks
(other than regional
rural banks, local
area banks and pay-
ments banks) will be
required to maintain
LCR if they receive de-
posits of 7.5 crore and
above from non-financial small
business customers against %5
crore earlier.

High quality liquid assets

LCR promotes short-term resili-
ence of banks to potential I
quidity dismpnonsg; ensuring
that they have sufficient high
quality liquid assets (HQLAs) to
survive an acute stress scenario
lasting for 30 days. Banks are re-
quired to hold a stock of HQLA

at least as large as the expected
total net cash outflows over the
stress period.

The central bank said this up-
ward revision in the threshold
better aligns its guidelines with
the Basel Committee on Bank-
ing Supervision (BCBS) standard
and enable banks to manage [

quidity risk more effect-
ively.

So, to extent of the
upward revision in
the threshold, banks
may be able to lend
instead of parking in

HQIAs.

= HQLAs include cash,

including cash reserves in
excess of required cash reserve
ratio, and government securit-
ies {G-Secs) in excess of the min-
imum statutory liquidity ratio
requirement.

Further, such assets will also
include, within the mandatory
SLR requirement, G-Secs to the
extent allowed by RBI under
Marginal Standing Facility; mar-
ketable securities issued or
guaranteed by foreign
SsOvereigns.

00 The Reserve Bank of India has upped the threshold limit for Banks to maintain Liquidity
Coverage Ratio (LCR) on deposits and other extension of funds received from non-financial
small business customers from %5 croreto %7.5 crore

[0 LCR promotes short-term resilience of banks to potential liquidity disruptions by ensuring that

they have sufficient high quality liquid assets (HQLAS) to survive an acute stress scenario lasting
for 30 days.

0 Banks are required hold a stock of HQLA at least as large as the expected total net cash
outflows over the stress period
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38.Mukesh Ambani-owned Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has raised largest ever foreign currency
bond issuance Amounting To What long-term debt through US dollar (unsecured) bonds in

three tranches to refinance its existing debt ?

a. S6 billion

b. 554 billion Reliance raises $4 bn in
c. S5 billion . !

d. $2 billion foreign currency bonds

‘Largest issuance by an Indian firmy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Reliance Industries Ltd.
(RIL) said it has raised $4
billion in long- term debt of
up to 40 years through the
largest-ever foreign cur-
rency bond issuance by an
Indian company.

The company plans to
use the proceeds of the Se-
nior Unsecured Notes
across 10, 30 and 40-vear
tranches for refinancing of
existing borrowings.

The bonds, due for ma-
turity in 2032, are priced
at 2.875%, while those due
in 2052 and 2062 were
priced at 3.625% and
3.750%, respectively.

RIL said the issue was
oversubscribed  almost
three times.

“The notes have been

eliance

ustries Limited
i

priced at 120 basis points
(bps), 160 bps and 170 bps
over the respective U.S.
Treasuries benchmark,” it
said in a statement.

“RIL has joined a select
group of issuers from Asia
to have made jumbo bond
issuances,” the company
said adding “this is the lar-
gest ever foreign currency
bond issuance from India
and first ever 40-year
tranche by a BBB private
sector corporate from Asia
ex-Japan,” it said.

Reliance Industries Ltd announced that it has raised $4 billion in US dollar bond issuance in
three-tranches. It has been the largest ever foreign currency bond issuance from India

0O The conglomerate raised $1.5 billion in a 10-year tranche, $1.75 billion in a 30-year and $750
million in a 40-year deal.
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39.According To IHS Markit Repoert : India is likely to overtake Japan as Asia’s second-largest

economy by Which Of The Following Year ?

A. 2025
B. 2030
C. 2040
D. 2027

India is likely to overtake Japan as Asia's second-largest economy by
2030 when its GDP is also projected to surpass that of Germany and
the UK to rank as world's No 3

] Currently, Indian economy is the sixth-largestinthe world, behind

the US, China, Japan, Germany and the United Kingdom.

0 India's nominal GDP measured in USD terms is forecast to rise from

$2.7 trillionin 2021 to $8.4 trillion by 2030

i

- o o il

India to be Asia’s 2nd largest economy by 2030: IHS :

/ 4 [ ] n

: o t

Markit said. “Thisrapid paceof | world'sfastest-growingecon- | fromS$SL5trillionin2020t0$3 | manysectors,includingman-  fi

feedback@livemint.com economic expansion would | omies over the next decade,” | trillion by 2030. ufacturing, infrastructureand ¢

resultinthesizeof Indian GDP | THS Markit said. For the full FY22, India’s | services. (

ndia is likely to overtake | exceeding Japanese GDP by The long-term outlook for | real GDP growthrateis projec- The digital transformation I
I JapanasAsia’ssecond-larg- | 2030, making the Indian econ- | ted to be 8.2%, rebounding | of India that is currently
esteconomy by 2030 when | Indiathe second- India’s nominal omyissupported | fromthesevere contractionof | underway isexpected toaccel-
its gross domestic product | largest economy GDP is forecast by a number of | 7.3%year-on-yearinFY21,IHS | erate the growth of e-com-
(GDP)isalsoprojectedtosur- | in the Asia-Pa- torise from key growth driv- | Markitsaid. merce, changing the retail
pass that of Germany and the | cific region.” $27tnin2021to '™ TheIndian economy isfore- | consumer market landscape

UK torank asthe world’s No. 3, 3y 2030, the $8.4 tn by 2030, “An important | cast to continue growing | overthe nextdecade.
IHS Markit said on Friday. Indian economy ’ 2 4 positive factorfor | strongly in FY23 at a pace of “This is attracting leading
Currently, Indiaisthesixth- | would also be accordmg_to India is its large | 6.7%. global multinationals in tech-
IHS Markit

largest economy in the world,
behind the US, China, Japan,
Germany and the UK.
“India’s nominal GDP meas-
ured in USD terms is forecast
torise from $2.7 trillion in 2021

4 RO A 4uilliciis b NN 7 TLIC

larger insize than
the largest West-
ern European

economies of Germany,
France and the UK, it said.

“Overall, India is expected
b ansmtlmisn tn ha

~afilan 't PP

and fast-growing
middle class,
which is helping

todrive consumerspending,”
IHS Markit said, forecasting
that the country’s consump-
H Titrsmn wedll Al

The rapidly growing
domestic consumer market as
well as its large industrial sec-
tor have made India an
increasingly important invest-
ment destination for a wide
mammn af wanltivatinaal e

nology and e-commerce to the
Indian market,” according to
thereport. “By 2030, L1billion
Indians will have internet
access, more than doubling
from the estimated 500 mil-

| LR e fan AN
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40.As Per The Data released by the National Statistical Office (NSO) Indian economy is estimated

to grow at What Percent in 2021-22fiscal ?
A.89%

B.9.2 %
C.9.9%
D.7.4%

FIRST ADVANCE ESTIMATE

FY22 GDP growth putat 9.2%

cturing shine

as agri, manufa

Govt sees limited
impact of the
Covid third wave

OUR BUREAU

New Delhl, january 7

The government on Friday es-
timated the economic growth
for the 2021-22 fiscal year at 9.2
per cent, expecting limited im-
pact of the third Covid wave on
the economy. With this, the size
of India’s economy is expected
to swell to $3.2 trillion. Also, this
estimate is the highest in nearly
two decades.

Covid effect uncertainty

Releasing the First Advance Es-
timate for FY22, National Statist-
ical Office said: “These are early
projections for 2021-22. Actual
performance of various indicat-
ors, actual tax collections and ex-
penditure incurred on subsidies
in the following months, fresh
relief measures for the vulner-
able sections (such as providing
free foodgrains which has now
been extended till March 2022)
and other measures, if any, taken
by the government to contain
the spread of Covid19 would
haveabearing on subsequentre-
visions of these estimates.”

The government number is,
however, lower than the RBI es-
timate of 95 per cent, closer to
India Ratings & Research revised
forecast of 93 per cent, but
higher than the projections by
global and domestic agencies;
some had putitunder 9 percent.
Data show that the agriculture

sector continues to shine. Manu-
facturing and construction have
shown good growth making an
impact on the overall industrial
scenario. The growth in agricul-
ture and industry was higher
than even in 201920 (FY20). The
services sector has grown over
FY21, but, overall, lags Fy20.

Nominal growthup

According to DK Srivatsava,
Chief Policy Advisor with EY, at
9.2 per cent growth, the mag-
nitude of the 202122 real GDP, es-
timated at %147.5lakh crore,
would be only marginally above
2019-20's 145.74akh crore — a
growth of 13 per cent over the
pre-Covid GDP level. One posit-
ive feature of the GDP estimate is
the nominal growth overtaking
real growth by 8.4 percentage

Economic Growth an )

GVA growth in 2021-22
Over 2020-21 Over 2019-20
. Agriculture 3.9 7.66
_ ! Tndustry 11.82 4.04
* Services 8.24 (-) 0.80
GDP Growth 2021-22 2020-21 2019-20
9.2 (-)7.3 4

points. This is mainly due to a
high implicit price deflator
(IPD}based inflation of 7.7 per
cent.

“The revival of the economy in
2022-23 would critically depend
on containing the adverse im-
pact of Covid's third and any
subsequent waves to the min-
imum. Signals from the global
economy indicate continued
supply-side rigidities and alikely
lowering of India’'s export
growth due to the depressing ef-
fects of Covid's current surge,"
he said. Commenting on the
GDP estimates, Swati Arora, Eco-
nomist with HDFC Bank, said
given that H1 FY22 (April-Septem-
ber) growth stood at13.7 per cent
(inflated by a low base from last
year), the annual number estim-
ates a growth of 5.6 per cent in

The numbers in perspective

= value of GDP at current prices takes the size of

India’s economy to over $3 trillion

® GDP in October-March {H2) likely to be lower than

April-september (H1)

® Economists expect Q3, Q4 GDP growth at 6-6.5 per cent and

under 5 per cent respectively

® Expansion in nominal growth to help government keep
fiscal deficit within Budget Estimate

LR
M NETae ow de IJ ‘ 7¢¢A'vnun Pa e

| T"Qhnard +a

H2(October-March) Fy22.

Fiscal deficit cushion

“As the First Advance Estimate
for FY22 GDP is extrapolated
from past trends (data dill
November 2021), we see some
upsidefor the Q3 FY22 figureand
downside risk to Q4 FY22 growth
due to the Omicron effect. Nom-
inal GDP is estimated to expand
by 17.6 per cent in FY22, higher
than the 14.4 per cent assumed
in Budget 2021-22. Thisis likely to
provide a cushion of 30 bps to
the fiscal deficit (as a percentage
of GDP)," she said.

M Govind Rao, Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser with Brickwork
Ratings, said that an increase in
the nominal GDP at 17.6 per cent
provides additional expenditure
space for the government. Per
the nominal GDP estimates, the
budgeted fiscal deficit for Fy22
works out to 6.5 per cent of GDP.
“Despite the shortfall in disin-
vestment proceeds and addi-
tional demand for supplement-
ary grants, the fiscal deficit
target of 6.8 per cent of GDP is
likely to be achieved in FY22. The
increase in nominal GDP also
resultsinasubstantial declinein
the debt-to-GDP ratio, which is
the focus of FRBM," he said.

| yymr 1

India's economy is expected to grow 9.2% in the current financial year, aided by the base effect
of 7.3% contraction last year, according to the first advance estimates by the National Statistical
Office (NSO)

[0 The nominal gross domestic product (GDP) is forecast to rise 17.6% in the year against the
budget estimate of 14.4% for the current year
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41.India’s current account slipped into a deficit of How Many Billion of

GDP in the September quarter, Accorindg To the Reserve Bank ?
A. USD 7.6 billion or 2.8 per cent
B. USD 4.8 billion or 7.4 per cent
C. USD 9.6 billion or 1.3 per cent
D. USD 8.6 billion or 9.3 per cent

India's current account slipped into a deficit of USD 9.6 billion or 1.3
per cent of GDP in the September quarter, the Reserve Bank said
on Friday.

The current account, which records the value of exports and imports
of both goods and services along with international transfers of
capital, was in a surplus mode both in the quarter-ago and year-ago

periods.

India's current account surplus had stood at USD 6.6 billion or 0.9
per cent of GDP in the April-June 2021 quarter For the reporting
guarter, the deficit was mainly due to widening of trade deficit to

USD 44.4 billion from USD 30.7 billion in the preceding quarter, and
an increase in net outgo of investmentincome, the RBI said.

42.Union government has reported fiscal deficit for April-November

2021 at How Much Percent of the Budget Estimate ?
a.40%
b. 42%
c. 46%
d.49%

Fiscal deficit
narrowed in
April-Nov.

REUTERS
mﬂ LHI

India’s federal fiscal deficit
in April-November, the first
eight months of current fis-
cal year, narrowed to
46.2% of the full-year bud-
geted target, helped by a
rise in tax collections, go-
vernment data showed on
Friday.

The fiscal deficit had
surged to 135.1% of the full-
year target during the
same period last fiscal year.

The fiscal deficit for
eight months ended No-
vember 2021 stood at ¥6.96
trillion compared with the
$15.07-trillion target for the
whole fiscal year, the data
showed.

In April-November, net
tax receipts were ¥11.35 tril-
lion while total expendi-
ture was ¥20.75 trillion, the
data released by the go-
vernment showed.

Union government has reported a fiscal deficit for April-November 2021 at 46% of the Budget

Estimate.

This is lower than over 135% fiscal deficit recorded during corresponding period of last fiscal.

Fiscal deficit for April-November period is the lowest in 24 years as a percentage of Budget

Estimate. According to Chief Economist with India Ratings & Research (Ind-Ra), overall deficitis
estimated to be 20 basis points lower than Budget target of 6.8%. According to data by the
Controller General of Accounts (CGA), the tax collections had reached 73.5% of BE in the eight-
month period. Non-tax revenue had reached around 92%.
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NTPC eyes
5% in Power
Exchange

New Delhi: State-run power
giant NTPC is looking at ac-
quiring a 5% equity stake in
Power Exchange of India
(PXIL) that provides various
electricity trading options, a
senior official said.

PXIL is India’s first insti-
tutionally promoted power ex-
change, which has been pro-
viding various electricity
trading solutions and con-
necting buvers as well sellers
since 2008. A senior official
said that NTPC has plans “to
buy up to 5% equity stake in
PXIL. This decision has been
taken in view of the govern-
ment’s intention to increase
the share market to 25% of to-
tal electricity supply in India
by 2023-24". The official ex-
plained that NTPC cannot buy
more than 5% as it could also
beasellerorbuyeronthetrad-
ing platform. em

Number of ATMs operated by SCBs up in 2020-21
The total number of automated teller machines (ATMs)

5

(on-site and off-site) operated by scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs) increased during
2020-21 for the second consecutive year
after decliningin 2018-19, according to the
Reserve Bank of India’s ‘Report on Trend and
Progress of Banking in India 2020-21". SCBs'
ATMs increased to 2,13,575 as at March-end
2021 against 2,10,760 as at March-end 2020.
The number of public sector bank (PSB) ATMs, however,
declined to 1,37,113 as at March-end 2021 against 1,38,546 as
at March-end 2020 in their pursuit of greater cost efficiency by
leveraging network externalities. Private sector banks’ (PVBS)
ATMs increased to 72,394 against 69,369. ATMs of small finance
banks and foreign banks increased to 2,131(1,926)and 1,825
(903), respectively.

Private banks disburse more funds under ECLGS

Private sector banks (PVBs) showed greater
proclivity than public sector banks (PSBs)in
utilising the Emergency Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme (ECLGS), covering a larger number of
' beneficiaries (micro, small, medium and
other business enterprises), according to the
Financial Stability Report (FSR). A bank
group-wise break-up shows that, PVBs disbursed ¥1.06 lakh
crore under ECLGS Guarantee, followed by 83,000 crore by
PSBs, £31,000 crore by non-banking finance companies
(NBFCs) and 5,000 crore by foreign banks (FBs). PVBs covered
68 lakh borrowers under ECLGS, followed by PSBs (21.6 1akh),
NBFCs (12 lakh)and FBs (10,000).

Page 77 of 108

ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

@ ouidely 7l cwJ

Weekly Optimum CA Q&A PDF -Based on Recent Exam Trend
First Week of January (1st— 7t January 2022)

Appointments News

1. Recently In January Central Government Has Formed A Pannel Tp Prepare Energy Transition
Stratergy . The Pannel Is To Be Headed By Which Of The Follwoing ?

A. Tarun Kapoor T T T e T T e T N T T T T C T L
B. M Vasudevan g
C. Narmita Gokhle Panel Formed to Prepare |
D. Jaynati Krishnann .. ~ |
I
Energy Transition Strategy |
Roadmap has to be presented by mid-2022 :
> v transition roadmap for the oil ¢
Urmi A Goswami & and gas sector that could prove to i
Sanjeev Choudhary be a key step on India’s path to :
net-zero emissions by 2070. The t
New Delhi: The government is oil ministry has set up the Ener 1
planning to draw up an energy gy Transition Advisory Commit- ¢
tee headed by former petroleum 1
secretary Tarun Kapoor, who de- t
Ex-petroleum secy Tarun mitted office in November, to t
Kapoor is leading the draft the strategy. H
energy transition panel 9'@ The panel will include repre- f
. sentatives of all public-sector oil
Senior execs from all oil and gas companies and will re- 5
& gas PSUs are on the panel ach out to other stakeholders in 1
It will focus on ways to increase the sector. The committee has un- |
share of alternative fuel sources til the middle of 2022 to recom
such as biofuels, green hydrogen, mend a roadmap for the sector’s
solar, geothermal, nuclear, tidalin  transition.
the country's energy mix
‘0il Cos Already Preparing Plans' » 12

The oil ministry has set up the Energy Transition Advisory Committee headed by former
petroleum secretary Tarun Kapoor

[0 The governmentis planning to draw up an energy transition roadmap for the oil and gas
sector that could prove to be a key step on India's path to net-zero emissions by 2070.

O The panel will include representatives of all public-sector oil and gas companies and will
reach out to other stakeholders in the sector

[0 The committee will focus on value chain development for green hydrogen infrastructure. [
The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas - Hardeep Singh Puri
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2. Recently In January Who Has Been Appointed As The New Chairman
And CEO Of The Railway Board ?
A. Vinay Kuamr Tripathi
B. Suneet Sharma
C. Madhbhai PuriBach
D. MS Sahoo

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved
the appointment of Vinay Kumar Tripathi, General Manager, North
Eastern Railway to the post of Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Railway Board, New Delhi

(] The Appointments Committee of the Cabinethas approved a
six-month extension, thatis, upto December 2022

He Replaced SuneetSharma

3. Who has been appointed as Executive Director of Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) on 31 Dec 2021?
A. Satish Ray

B. Sunitkumar — Acsheesh Pandey appointed

C. Mukul Sharma
ED of Bank of Maharashtra

D. Asheesh Pandey
Asheesh Pandey has joined Bank of Maharashtra asits executive
director. Priorto joining the Pune-based publicsector bank, Pandey
was the chief general manager and chief operations officer at Union
Bank of India. He has handled a diversified portfolio, ranging from
credit, credit monitoring, treasury, merchant banking, foreign
transactions and jointventures. Pandey is a mechanical engineer
with a Post Graduation in Management (Finance & Marketing). He is
a certified associate of Indian Institute of Bankers. PTl

VK Tripathi
appointed
chairman, CEO
of rly board

VINAY KUMAR TRIPATHI has
been appointed as chairman
and chief executive officer
(CEO) of the Railway Board,
according toa statement.

His appointment has been
approved by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
(ACC). He is currently general
manager, North Eastern Rail-
way, the statement issued by
the railway ministry said.

Tripathi did his B.Tech
(Electrical Engineering) from
Roorkee and joined Railways
through the Indian Railway
Service of Electrical Engineers
batch of 1983. Hisfirst posting
was as an assistant electrical
engineerfor Northern Railway.

He will replace Suneet
Sharma, a 1982 batch IRSME
officer. —PTI

State-owned Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) on Friday said that Asheesh Pandey has joined as an

executive director.

Prior to joining BoM, Pandey was chief general manager and chief operations officer (COO) at

Union Bank of India and has a progressive professional career spanning more than 24 year

Bank Of MAHARASTRA Estd 1935 ,Hq PUNE Maharashtra Tagline One Family One Bank
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4. RecentlLY In January Indian Council Of Agricultural Research (ICAR) Has Appointed A National
Level Committie On Preparation Of Syllabus For Natural Farming Headed bY Which Of The
Following ?

A. MS Sahoo
B. Praveen Rao
C. Ranveer Singh

8-member panel to prepare

. N ravishankar « | Syllabus for natural farming
fim Praveen Rao to
anies | head ICAR panel

'agri- | OURBUREAU

j run, Hyderabad, December 31

The Indian Council of Agricul-

foods | tural Research (ICAR) has ap-
lakh | pointed a national-level com-

rd to | mittee, headed by Praveen

rectly | Rao, Vice-Chancellor of Prof.  prayeen Rao, vice-Chancellor,
aling | Jayashankar Telangana State  pjysay
sider- | Agricultural University
(PJTSAU). Maharana Pratap University of

other The eight-member commit-  Agriculture and Technology);
cour- | tee will hold discussions with ~ Ranveer Singh (Indian Veterin-
rmer | stakeholders and prepare a  ary Research Institute); and N
, co- | syllabus for students of Under  Ravishankar, Principal Scient-
chno- | Graduate and Post Graduate ist (Indian Institute of Farm-
lyled | students in various agricul- ingSystems Research).
n,are | turalcollegesand universities. The ICAR has decided to
They equip the students with know-
ture | Committee members ledge and skills required to
and | Thecommitteealsocomprises promote natural farming. This
n of | ESomasundaram,professorof decision came close on the

for | agronomy at Tamil Nadu Agri- heels of Prime Minister Naren-
1 in- | cultural University (INAU);SK dra Modi advocating for
Sharma (Director-Researchat  chemical-free farming. —I_

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has appointed a national-level committee,
headed by Praveen Rao, Vice-Chancellor of Prof. Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural
University (PJTSAU)

[0 The eight-member committee will hold discussions with stakeholders and prepare a syllabus

for students of Under Graduate and Post Graduate students in various agricultural colleges and
universities

0 The ICAR has its headquarters at New Delhi. The Council is the apex body for co-ordinating
in agriculture including horticulture,in the entire country.
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5. Who has taken over as the 24th Chief of Indian Coast Guard on 31 December 2021?
A. Rajendra Rathore
B. Krishnaswamy Natarajan
C. Tanmay Tripathi
D. VS Pathania

Director General VS Pathania took over as the 24th Chief of the
Indian Coast Guard

0 Indian Coast Guard is an armed force that protects India's
maritime interests and enforces maritime law

V.S. Pathania takes over

0 It was formally established in 1978 by the Coast Guard Act, as Coast Guard chief
1978 as an independent Armed force of India NEW DELHI
V.S. Pathania took over as the
0 HQ - New Delhi 24th Director General (DG) of

the Indian Coast Guard on
December 31 from
Krishnaswamy Natarajan who

6. Recently In January Who Has Became Bihar's first chief secretary retired from service. “The
Flag Officer is an alumni of

belonging to the minority community ? sha Dafarics Sarvleas Staff
A. Tarakishor Prashad College, Wellington, and the
National Defence College,
B. Tripurari Sharan New Delhi. He is a qualified
. . helicopter pilot and holds a
C. Amir Subhani Master's degree in defence
D. Shanwaz Hussain and strategic studies from

the University of Madras,” the
Coast Guard said in a
statement. He has undergone
specialisation in search and

Chief minister Nitish Kumar appointed 1987-batch IAS officer re,st‘lflus g”g porttgperj“_i’”s,d
Amir Subhani as the chief secretary of Bihar. He will replace bl e
Tripurari Sharan,

[0 He is Bihar's first chief secretary belonging to the minority

community.

0 Subhani's batch-mate Atul Prasad has been made
development commissioner, the post held earlier by Subhani
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7. Consider The Following Statement Regarding The Newly Set Up Task
ForceS To Explore 6G Tech Innovations
1. The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) Thursday formed as
many as six academia-driven task forces under the Technology
Innovation Group (TIG) on sixth-generation or 6G technology,

2. Last Month the government formed a 22-member innovation group
headed by K Rajaraman, telecom secretary to create a vision for the
6G roadmap development in the country.

Which Of The Following Statement Is Correct ?

A.Only1

B. Only 2
C. Both1And 2
D. None Of The Above

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) Thursday formed as
many as six academia-driven task forces under the Technology
Innovation Group (TIG) on sixth-generation or 6G technology

O The new task groups are headed by,

0 Bhaskar Ramamurthy - Group for multi platform for next generation
networks

[0 Abhay Karandikar - Group for spectrum policy

[0 Bharadwaj Amrutur - Group for multi-disciplinary innovative
solutions [J Kiran Kumar Kuchi - Group for DevicesAshok Kumar Tiwari -
Group for financing research and development

0 NG Subramaniam - Group for task force on international standards

O Last month, the government formed a 22-member innovation group
headed by K Rajaraman, telecom secretary to create a vision for the 6G
roadmap development in the country.

Centre sets up task
forces to explore 6G
techinnovations

AYUSHIKAR

Mumbai, December 31

The government has set up
multiple task forces to explore
technological innovations and
various commercial use cases
for 6G. These task forces consist
of multiple members of
acedemia, government and the
industry.

Under the 6G Technology In-
novation Group, set up by the
Department of Telecommunic-
ations, these task forces will be
constituted to provide inputs.

The task forces include mem-
bers from IITs, IISc, Ministry of
Electronics Information and
Technology, Department of Sci-
ence and Technology, Defence,
as well as prominent industry
players including Qualcomm,
Samsung, Ericsson, Infosys, and
COAI'to name a few.

4 task forces
The government will be setting
up four task forces, the first for
Multiplatform Next Generation
Networks, chaired by Professor
Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director
of IIT Madras. He was also a ma-
jor contributor to the develop-
ment of indigenous 5G stand-
ard, 5Gi. There will also be a
Spectrum Policy task force
headed by Professor Abhay
Karandikar. The remaining task
forces will look at 6G-enabled
solutions along with devices.
These task forces have to con-
tribute to a White Paper on 6G,
regarding the mission, object-
ive and structure on the next
gen technology.
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8. Recently In January Abdalla Hamdok resigned as Prime Minister of
which nation on January 2, 2022?

A. Egypt Sudan PM AbdallaHamdok

B. Tanzania

. Sudan resigns amid political crisis
D. Yemen Sudan’'s Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok announced his

resignation Sunday amid a political deadlock and
widespread pro-democracy protests following a military
coup that derailed the country's fragile transition to
democraticrule. Hamdok had been reinstated as PM in
November as part of an agreement with the military
following the October coup. In that time he had failed to
name a Cabinet and his resignation throws Sudan into
political uncertainty. AP

Prime Minister of Sudan Abdalla Hamdok resigned on January 2, 2022, more than two months
after a coup as well as another deadly crackdown on the protestors, with the military now firmly in
control. Sudan PM Hamdok has also failed to name a government as the protests in the country
continued against the military takeover in October 2021. Hamdok's resignation came six weeks

after returning to his post in a deal with the military which stated that his reinstatement could
save a transition of Sudan towards democracy.

its capital is Khartoum Currency Pound

9. Recently In January Who took over as the new Director General for the National Mission for
Clean Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti ?

A. Tanushree Poddar
B. Swapnil Pandey

C. G Asok Kumar

D. VS Pathania

Shri G Asok Kumar, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Jal Shakti took over as the new Director
General for the National Mission for Clean Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti.

[0 National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) was registered as a society on 12th August 2011
under the Societies Registration Act 1860

0 NMCG Is Launched To maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Yamuna with the aim of
ensuring water quality and environmentally sustainable development
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10.Recently In Janaury Who Has Been Appointed As The First Woman To Head The Energy Major
ONGC (Oil And Natural Gas )

A. Alka Mittal <

8. oma Mondl Alka Mittal first woman
C. Falguni Nayar

D. Shobha Srimatri

to head oil giant ONGC

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Alka Mittal has
become the first woman to he-
ad India’s largest exploration
and production company,
ONGC, and the second woman
in the country to helm an oil
company after Nishi Vasude-
va, who had made history in
March 2014 after taking over
the reins of oil refiner-fuel re-
tailer Hindustan Petroleum.
DoPT on Monday appointed
Mittal to the post, 72 hours after
it fell vacant when Subhash Ku-
mar, who held the charge since
February 2021 in addition to his
regular job as director (finan-
ce), retired on December 3L
Mittal, currently director (HR),
has been appointed for six
months, ortillaregular chief is
appointed. Yet, herascenttothe
corneroffice in ONGC signifies

GLOBAL PEERS

> Vicki Hollub CEO, >
Occidental Petroleum, 1st
woman chief of a US oil co

» Linda Cook: CEO, Premier
Oil-Chrysaor Holding, largest
oil producer of North Sea oil

» Catherine Roe: CEO,
Tanzania-focused UK-listed
Wentworth Resources

> Mariana Gheorghe:
OMVPetrom of Austria, largest
energy company in southern
and eastern Europe

increasing diversity in the ‘ma-
cho’ oil and gas industry that is
still one of the last bastions of
male dominance.

»On ONGC board, P16

Alka Mittal has been appointed an interim chairman and managing director of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC), the first woman to head the country's largest oil and gas producer.

0 Mittal replaces Subhash Kumar, another interim head who retired after reaching

superannuation age on December 31.

O Mittal, 59, is the first woman to head an oil and gas exploration and production company.

0 Nishi Vasudeva was the first woman to head an oil company, when in 2014 she took over the
reins of oil refiner and fuel marketing company Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd (HPCL).
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11.Recently In Jnauray Who Has Been Re- Appointed As The New Chairman Of Commission For

Agricultural Costs & Prices (CACP) ?
A. Alka Mittal

B. Subhash Kumar

C. Vijay Paul Sharma

D. Vinay Kuamr Tripathi

The Centre has reappointed Vijay Paul Sharma as chairman of the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) after he
resigned in May last year at the end of his five-year term.

[0 The chairmanship of the CACP will be critical inthe proposed
committee on the minimum support price (MSP) and other reforms.

0 The Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices, establishedin
1965, In New Delhi is an apex advisory body under the Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of India. It's an expert body that
recommends the Minimum Support Prices (MSPs) by taking into
consideration various factors

Vijay Paul Sharma
re-appointed as
CACP chief

OURBUREAU

New Delhl, january 3

The Centre has re- appointed Vi-
jay Paul Sharma asthechairman
of Commission for Agricultural
Costs & Prices(CACP) after he re-
linquished the
postinMay last
year following
completion of
a five-year ten-
ure.

Sharma, a

1 professor at
: ‘el the Centre for
Management in Agriculture in
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad was first ap-
pointed as CACP Chairman in
June 2016.

He played a critical role in ac-
ceding to the government’s de-
cision of fixing theMSPat50 per
centover the costof production.
The  governmentcontrolled
body used to recommend the
MSP based not only on inputs
costs, but also by considering
other factors such as global and
domestic prices, acreage under
crops, etc.
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12.Recently In January Reserve Bank Of India Has Appointed Whom As Its Executive Director with
effect fromJanuary 03, 2022. -

A. Yogesh Dayal
B. Ajay Kumar Choudhary

C. Shantanu Gupta
D. Both Deepak Kumar And Ajay Choudhary

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Tuesday has appointed Dr. Deepak
Kumar and Ajay Kumar Choudhary as executive directors with effect from
January 3, 2022.

RBI promotes Kumar,
Choudhary as EDs

MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
has elevated Deepak Kumar
and Ajay Kumar Choudhary
as Executive Directors (EDs)
with effect from January 03.
Previously, Dr. Kumar was
heading the Department of
Information Technology of
RBI while Mr. Choudhary was
the Chief General
Manager-in-Charge,
Department of Supervision.

0 Dr Kumar was heading the department of information technology of

RBI. Dr Kumar has, over a span of three decades

0 Kumar will look after the foreign exchange department, department of
communication and Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation

13.Recnetly In January Which Of The Following Has Been Appointed As
President Of US India Business Council (USIBC) An Industry Body Of US
Chamber Of Commerce ?
A. Alka Mittal
B. Nishi Vasudevan
f,’;fj,‘,,’,‘f,f;’v’;, - Diplomat Keshap to helm

- US-India industry body

SRIRAM LAKSHMAN o

The US Chamber of Commerce said on Tuesday

ambassador Atul Keshap was being appointed as
The former Chargé d’Af-

president of the US-India Business Council (USIBC)
effective from January 5 Nisha Biswal, a former U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia, and
Ambassador Keshap’s predecessor as President of
USIBC, will remain deeply involved with the organization
as the U.S.

[0 The U.S.-India Business Council (USIBC) represents
top global companies operating across the United
States, India, and the Indo-Pacific

faires at the U.S. Embassy in
New Delhi, Atul Keshap, has

. been appointed president of

the U.S.-India Business

- Council (USIBC), an indus-
: try body, according to a
. statement from the U.S.

Chamber of Commerce. He

: will replace Nisha Biswal,

who has been appointed the
U.S. Chamber of Commerc-
e’s Senior Vice President of
International Strategy and
Global Initiatives and South
Asia.

“With the two countries
on the cusp of entering an

Atul Keshap

even more robust era in our
strategic partnership, I feel
privileged and honored to
lead USIBC,” Mr. Keshap
said about his appointment.

Mr. Kehsap was also pre-
viously the U.S. Ambassador
to Sri Lanka and the Mal-
dives.
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14.Recently In January Who Was Named the new Chair of the Counter-Terrorism Committee of
the United Nations on January 4, 2022 ?

A. Gita Gopinath

B. Shikha Verma

C. TS Tirumurti

D. Ashok Kumar Choudhary

India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, TS Tirumurti, was named the new Chair
of the Counter-Terrorism Committee of the United Nations on January 4, 2022.

O India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of the Un Security Council in January 2022

0 In 2021, the country was asked to chair three important Committees of the United Nations

Security Council. It includes the Counterterrorism Committee, Taliban Sanctions Committee, and
the Libyan Sanctions Committee.

[0 The United Nations Security Council Counter-terrorism committee was formed in September
2001 soon after the attack of 9/11 in New York. India had chaired the committee in the UN
Security Council in 2011-2012

15.Who of the following is not a member of the committee set up by Ministry of Home Affairs to
enquire into security lapses during PM Modi's Punjab visit?

A. Sudhir Kumar Saxena
B.D. S. Sharma

C. Balbir Singh

D. S. Suresh

Ministry of Home Affairs has set up a three-member committee to enquire into security lapses
during PM Modi's Punjab visit.

[0 The committee has three members. It will be led by Sudhir Kumar Saxena, Secretary
(Security), Cabinet Secretariat.

0O The committee includes Balbir Singh, Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau (IB) and S. Suresh,
Inspector General (IG), Special Protection Group (SPG) as members.

[0 Special Protection Group (SPG) : It provides proximate security to the Prime Minister of India,
former Prime Minister and their immediate family members Arun Kumar Sinha is its current
Director.
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16.Who has taken over as the new secretary-general of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

(SCO)inJanuary 2022?
A. Peng Sui

B. Wang Yaping

C. Zhang Ming

D. Zhou Chou

Zhang Ming, a senior Chinese diplomat, has been named as Secretary-
General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)

[0 Zhang has taken over from Vladimir Norov, Uzbekistan's former
Foreign Minister, on January 1, 2022 for a three-year term.

0 The SCO was founded by the Presidents of Russia, China, the Kyrgyz
Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan at a summit in
Shanghai in 2001. It is the successor of Shanghai five.

0 In 2017, India and Pakistan joined as permanent members of SCO.

17.Recently In January Who took over as the Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of Vistara airline ?
A. Anil Deshmukh
B. Vinay Kuamr Tripathi
C. Vinod Kannan
D. Anil Subhasini

Vinod Kannan took over as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Vistara
airline on Saturday, a statement said.

Kannan replaced Leslie Thng who was the CEO from July 16, 2017 to
December 31, 2021.Vistara said Deepak Rajawat has been elevated to
take up the role of Vistara's Chief Commercial Officer

Vistara, is a 51:49 joint venture between Tata Sons Private Limited and
SIA. HQ — Gurgaon Haryana

Vinod
Kannan takes
over as CEO
at Vistara

VINOD KANNANTOOK overas
the chief executive officer(CEO)
of Vistara airline on Saturday, a
statement said.
Kannanreplaced LeslieThng
whowas the CEO from July 16,
2017 toDecember31,2021.1n
its statement, Vistara said
Deepak Rajawat has been ele-
vated to take up the role of Vis-
tara's chief commercial officer
from Saturday onwards.
“Kannan started his stint
with Vistara as the Chief Strat-
egy Officer in June 2019 and
took over as Chief Commercial

Vistara CEO Vinod Kannan

Officer in January 2020 with
responsibility for developing,
executing,and sustaining Vis-
tara’s corporate strategy and
ensuring the airline's commer-
cial success,"itmentioned.—PTI
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18.Markets regulator SEBI it has Reconstituted an ad-visory committee On Market Data That

Recommends Policy Measure Per Training Areas Of Securities Maarket .The Advisory

Committie For Market Data Acess And Privacy Is To BE Headed By Whom ?

A. Madhbhai Puri Bach
B. Harsh Bhanwalla

C. MSSahoo

D. Ajay Kondikar

ULIU LULIDCLULIVE WEEK UL Hdill 10Ul e

LEDCALLIL Ay dLAL LT OULULILIES, LLIE PUS™

Sebi restructures market

LLULE, aLUt

CMS

data advi mmittee o
ata advisory co ee .
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA of stock exchanges and depositories, rep- in d (
New Delhi, December 31 resentatives of various stakeholders and
senior officials of Sebi as members.

SEBI HAS RESTRUCTURED its advisory The scope of the work of the com- PRESSTF
committee on market data that recom- mittee includes identifying segment- New Dell
mends policy measures per- : wise data perimeters, data
taining to areas like securi- = "y needs and gaps, recom- SHARES
ties market data access and : mending data privacyand  panyCM¢
privacy.Rejigging its market data access regulations anearly2
data advisory committee, applicable tomarket data. around 1
Sebi has said the panel will 4 It is responsible for rec-  price.The
now be chaired by MS | ommending appropriate 1.15% o
Sahoo, professorat National policy foraccess tosecuri- jumped :
Law University, Delhi and former chair-  ties market data.In addition, the com- ¥237.40,
person, Insolvencyand BankruptcyBoard  mittee recommends standardization of On th
of India (IBBI), as per the latest informa-  data definitions; data identification ¥220.20,
tion with the regulator. logic (usage of uniform codes foriden- at3238.2

The 20-membercommitteewasearlier  tifying and storing data - raw data and The cc
headed by Madhabi Puri Buch,a former derived data)and datavalidation tech- valuation
whole time member of Sebi. niques (single source of truth, valida- In vol

Apart from Sahoo, the panel has CEOs  tion). were trad:

Sebi has restructured its advisory committee on market data that recommends policy measures
pertaining to areas like securities market data access and privacy. Rejigging its market data
advisory committee, Sebi has said the panel will now be chaired by S Sahoo, Professor at
National Law University, Delhi and former chairperson, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India

(IBBI), as per the latest information with the regulator.

The 20-member committee was earlier headed by Madhabi Puri Buch, ex-whole time member of

Sebi.

Apart from Sahoo, the panel has CEOs of stock exchanges and depositories, representatives of
various stakeholders and senior officials of Sebi as members.the committee recommends

standardization of data definitions; data identification logic ( usage of uniform codes for
identifying and storing data - raw data and derived data) and data validation techniques (single
source of truth, validation
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Awards / Books / Sports

1. Recently In Janaury Who was posthumously awarded as the ‘Journalist of the Year’ In .....
Edition Of Redink Awards 2021 by the Mumbai Press Club ?
A. Prem Shankar Jha , 9th
B. Danish Siddiqui, 10th
C. Ishan Kukreti, 10th
D. Varsha Tolgalkar, 11

Senior journalist Prem Shankar Jha will get the lifetime achievement award,

0 Reuters’ photojournalist Danish Siddiqui, who died while reporting in Afghanistan will be
bestowed upon the journalist of the year, posthumously.

00 The RedIink Awards for Excellence in Indian Journalism will be presented by Chief Justice
of India N V Ramana virtually

[0 Instituted by the Mumbai Press Club In 2011

2. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lay the foundation stone of first-of-its kind Sports Major
Dhyan Chand Sports University in Which City on January 2, 2022. With An estimated cost of
around Rs 700 crore ?

A. Lucknow

B. Merut

C. Chandigarh

D. Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today layed the foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand
Sports University in Uttar Pradesh's Meerut.

[0 The university is established at Salawa and Kaili villages of Sardhana town in Meerut at an
estimated cost of about ¥700 Crore.

0 Uttar Pradesh's Governor Anandiben Patel and Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
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3. Recently In January India Defeted Sri Lanka To Lift U-19 Asia Cup For The Record 8th Time . tHe
Tournament Was Palyed In Which Of The Following Country ?

A. Australia
B. Bangladesh
C. Dubai

D. Oman

India's U-19 team defeated
Sri Lanka's U-19 team by
nine wickets on Friday at the
Dubai International Cricket
Stadium to lift a record-
extending eighth ACC U-19
Asia Cup

O Yash Dhull-led side ahead
of the U-19

0 Harnoor Singh was named
man of the series. The 18-
year-old, who is the opening
batsman for the side, ended
the series as the leading run-
scorer

India wins U-19 Asia Cup title

Steamrollers Sri Lanka by nine wickets

. |
§

Champions: India reaffirmed its supremacy with a record eighth title. =gsccitv

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DUBAI
India reaffirmed its suprema-
¢y in the U-19 Asia Cup with a
record eighth title as it ham-
mered Sri Lanka by nine
wickets in a rain-hit summit
showdown here on Friday.
The Indian bowlers were
all over Sri Lanka, which was
gasping at 74 for seven in 33
overs, when heavy rain

lashed the Dubai Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium and
stopped play for more than
two hours.

It became a 38-over-a-side
contest when play resumed
with Sri Lanka limping to 106
for nine.

India was set a revised 102-
run target in 38 overs via DLS
method which it reached
rather comfortably in 21.3 ov-
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ers with opener Angkrish 1

Raghuvanshi scoring an un- I

beaten 56 off 67 balls. r

India's only loss in the ¢

competition came against I

Pakistan, which lost to Sri -

Lanka in the semifinals. :

The scores: Sri Lanka 106/9 k

(Vicky Ostwal 3/11) lost to India f

104/1 (Angkrish Raghuvanshi t

56 n.o., Shaik Rasheed 31 n.o.) C

via DLS method.

4. Who Is The Author Of The Book Titled “ Atal Vihari Bajpayee “ Released In December ?

A. Shantanu gupta
B. Sgarika Ghose
C. SanjuVerma

D. Swapnil Pandey

A portrait of Atal Bihari Vajpayee that includes new insights
and anecdotes from his closest confidants. Has Been Penned

By Sagarika Ghosh

0 This book tells the gripping story of how he achieved this
ambition, becoming the first non-Congress prime minister to
serve a full five-year term, paving the way for the BJP’s

political dominance.

SAGARIKA GHOSE

The bestselling authorof INDIRA —

Based
oninterviews
with Vajpayee’s
closest
confidants
and aides

LIBERAL STATESMAN
HINDUTVAICON

s
CULTURED POET ;
RUTHLESS POLITICIAN

PASSIONATE@RAT

ATAL BIHAR™®

VAJPAYEE
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5. Who has become the first Indian athlete to qualify for two different events of the Winter
Olympics 2022?

A. Manpreet Singh

B. Arif Mohammed Khan
C. Anchal Gupta

D. Mairaj Ahmad Khan

Mohammad Arif Khan who hails from Jammu and Kashmir is the first and only Indian to win
direct quota spots in two different Winter Olympics events

[0 He will compete in the Men's slalom and Men's giant slalom events at the 2022 Beijing
Winter Olympics, which begin February 4

[0 Beijing is the first to host both the Summer and Winter Olympics.

6. All-rounder Nicknamed Mr Preofessor Mohammad Hafeez has announced retirement from
international cricket. He played for which nation’s cricket team?

A. Bangladesh
Ex- Paklstaﬁ captaln

B. Pakistan
C. England

Hafeez retires
LAHORE

D. Afghanistan
Former Pakistan captain

Mohammad Hafeez announced
his retirement from

Ki I q ik q f h q f international cricket on
Pakistan all-rounder Nicknamed Professro Mohammad Hafeez Monday, ending an 18-year

announced his retirement from international cricket on bringing the career that included 3

curtains down on an 18-year-long career 12-month ban from bowling
) ) _ because of a suspect action.

0 Mohammad Hafeez, however, will continue to play franchise- The 41-year-old last played for
based league cricket across the globe his country at the Twenty20

World Cup in the United Arab
Emirates in October-November

0 The 41-year-old had announced his retirement from Test cricket

earlier in 2018 last year when Pakistan lost in
the semifinals to eventual
champion Australia. ase

rage Yz or 1LUs
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7. WhOis The Author Of The Book Titled “ Mamta Beyond 2021 “ ? M A M ATA

A. Swapnil PANDEY

B. Jayanta Ghoshal BE I o N D

: .\‘ 2 JAYANTA

C. Anirudh Suri

D. Vivek Sagar ~HOSAL

On the occasion of Mamata Banerjee's birthday HarperCollins
announces the forthcoming release of Mamata: Beyond 2021
by Jayanta Ghosal

0 Publishing on 24 January 2022 In the West Bengal election
of 2021, the longest state election in the history of India,
Mamata Banerjee won the khela, and the BJP lost the plot
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8. Who Is The Author Of The Book Titled " Rahul Bajaj : An Extraordinary Life " ?
A. Swapnil Pandey
B. Gita Piramal
C. Jyotshana Ghosh
D. Dhirendra k Jha

Rahul Bajaj is a billionaire businessman, the chairman
emeritus of the Bajaj Group and a former member of
Parliament

0 This book is not just the story of Rahul Bajaj but the story of
India.

W EXTRAORDINARY

LIFE

[1 Based on unrestricted interviews, the book is full of
anecdotes, business learnings and political asides. It is, at its
core, a moving human story
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9. Who Is The Author Of The Book Titled “Gandhi's Assassin :The Making Of Nathuram Godse
And Idea Of India ?
A. Swapnil Pandey
B. Shantanu Gupta ,
C. Shikha Sharma r ®
D. Dhirendra K Jha

Gandhi’s Assassin: The Making of Nathuram Godse and His Idea
of India lays bare Godse’s relationship with the RSS
organizations that influenced his world view and gave him a
sense of purpose

THE
. MAKING OF
[0 The book draws out the gradual hardening of Godse’s resolve,
and the fateful decisions and intrigue that eventually led to, in the
chaotic aftermath of India’s independence in 1947 AND HIS
IDEA OF
INDIA

DHIRENDRA K. JHA
10.Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports unveiled the Logo and
Mascot of the 25th National Youth Festival to be held in Which
Of The Following Place from 12th -16th January 2022 ?
A. Kerala
B. Pondicherry
C. Goa
D. Haryana

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports unveiled the Logo and Mascot of the 25th National
Youth Festival to be held in Puducherry from 12th -16th January 2022.

Shri Anurag Thakur also unveiled the tag-line of the National Youth Festival, Shaksham Yuva
Shashakth Yuva meaning Capable Youth- Forceful Youth, Able Youth- Strong Youth.
National Youth Festival is organized by the Government of India every year in collaboration
with one of the States from January 12th to 16th to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda i.e. 12th January.

The basic objective of the NYF is to bring the youth of the country together in an attempt to
showcase their talents in various activities
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11.Who Is The Author Of The First Authograized Biography Of Ratan Tata Titled “Ratan N Tata
:The Authogrized Biography ?

A. Shantanu Gupta
B. Thomas Matthew
C. Jayant Ghoshall

D. Dibakar Banaerjee

British publisher HarperCollins announced on Friday that it has acquired rights to publish the
authorised biography of Tata Sons chairman emeritus Ratan Tata's.

0 The book will be released in all formats in November this year.

0 Titled Ratan N. Tata: The Authorized Biography, the book chronicles the life of one of
India's biggest industrialists and philanthropists

0 Itis an authoritative biography with copious details about 84-years-old Ratan Tata's
childhood, college years, and his early influences.

ANIRUDH SURI —

GURCHARAN SHIVSHANKAR
DAS MENON

L3
TECH
GAME

SHAPING GEOPOLITICS
AND THE DESTINIES OF NATIONS
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Days And Obituary

1. Global Family Day, also known as World Peace Day, is celebrated On Which Of The Following
Day with the goal of starting the year off with a positive message of world peace and unity ?
A. 1stJanuary
B. 31s:December
C. 2ndJanuary
D. 3raJanuary

Every year on 1st January, Global Family Day is commemorated.

Global Family Day, also known as World Peace Day, is celebrated with the goal of starting
the year off with a positive message of world peace and unity.In the United States of
America, this day is also observed as a global day of peace and sharing.

On January 1, 2000, it was the first time it was commemorated.In 2001, Global Families Day
was declared an annual event bv the United Nations

2. Whichday is celebrated as the foundation day of Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) every year?

A. 01 January
B. 27 December
C. 31 December
D. 2 January

64th foundation day of “Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)” was
celebrated on January 1, 2022. In 63 years, DRDO has transformed the landscape of
defence research and development in India.

DRDO also played a significant role in fighting against COVID-19 pandemic. It set up around

850 oxygen plants and Covid hospitals with the help from PM CARES Fund. It also
developed a medicine named 2DG, to fight covid-19. DRDO is the premier agency, working
under the Department of Defence Research & Development in Ministry of Defence. The
organisation is headquartered in Delhi. Current Secretary and Chairman of DRDO is Dr G
Satheesh Reddy
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3. WhatlIs The Name Of The Famous Fossil Hunter Who Passed Away Whose Discovires Of
Ancient Human Skulls And Skelton Helped Cement Africa’s Place As Cradle Of Humanity ?

A. Anthony Blinkins
B. Richard LeakEy
C. Matthew Rogers
D. Jullie Bennet

Richard Leakey, fossil hunter who helped cement

Africa’s standmg as cradle of humanity, diesat 77 9

shores of Lake Turkana in Kenya

the University of Wisconsin-

ALYSSALUKPAT & and had afeeling the areacould  Madison, but also for“creatingan ~ RE!
CHRISTINE CHUNG yield a trove of fossils. entire scientific, interdisciplinary  MQ!
JANUARY 3 The fossils that Leakey and  infrastructure that enabled dis-
his “Hominid Gang” found there  coveries” and establishedanew  CHI
RICHARD LEAKEY, the Kenyan would change the world's un-  model for scientific research. Uni
palecanthropologist and fossil derstanding of humanevolution. Leakey parlayed his fossil  agn
hunter whose discoveries of an- One of his most celebrated  hunterfame intoapoliticalcareer.  nuc
cient human skulls and skele-  Richard Leakeyin 1997 Reuters  finds came in 1984 when he  Among his roles were Kenya’s  sho
tons helped cement Africa's helped unearth"TurkanaBoy,"a  head of public service, the direc-  ajoi
place as the cradle of humanity, 1.6-million-year-old skeletonof  tor of the National Museumsof  cle:
died Sunday in Kenya. He was 77. Leakey's parents, Louisand  ayoungmale Homoerectus. The  Kenya and the chairof theboard  Kre|
President Uhuru Kenyattaof ~ Mary Leakey, were toweringfig-  other was a skull called “1470,"  for the Kenya Wildlife Service, |
Kenya announced Leakey's uresinpaleontology,butleakey foundin1972 thatextendedthe Kenyattasaidin hisstatement. —-W
deathinastatement,butdidnot wasdeterminedtoavoidhispar-  world’s knowledge of the Homo Leakey was also a passionate  ber
specify the cause of death. ents'field. Hefoundworkasasa-  erectus species several million  conservationist with a fiery per-  Sec
Leakey died at hishome outside  fariguide buthe eventuallysuc-  years deeperinto the past. sonality.In 1989, hedrewinterna-  thei
Nairobi, said professor Lawrence  cumbed to fossil fever. He wasn't just important for  tional attention whenhe tooka  avo
Martin, director of Stony Brook He might have changed his  exploring new groundand find-  stand against the ivory trade by stat
University's Turkana Basin  mind ona 1967 flight, whenhe  ing fossils, said professor John  helping to burn the country’s  risk
Institute, which Leakey founded.  looked down over the rocky  Hawks, apalecanthropologistat  stockpileof 12 tonnes ofivory. NYT  allc

World Braille Day is celebrated every year on Which Of The Follwoing Day since 2019 ?

A. 2naJanuary
B. 3raJanuary
C. 4w Janaury
D. 1stJanuary

World Braille Day is celebrated every year on 4 January. Itis being celebrated every year

since 2019.1t is celebrated to mark the birth anniversary of Louis Braille.It is observed to raise
awareness about the importance of Braille as a means of communication for blind
people.Braille is a tactile representation of alphabetic and numerical symbols with help of six
dots. It can represent letter, numbers, mathematical and scientific symbols.

Braille is used by blind people or partially sighted people to read books and text printed in a
visual font.

Braille was invented by Louis Braille in the 19th century
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5. World Day for War Orphans is observed every year on Which Of The Following Day ?

A. 8 January
B. 6 January
C. 9 January
D. 10 January

World Day for War Orphans is observed every year on 6 January. Itis celebrated to raise
awareness about the children who have become orphaned due to wars

0 The World Day of War Orphans was founded by a French Organisation SOS Enfants en

Detresses to give the worldwide community an opportunity to address the difficulties faced by
orphan children all over the world

Page 98 of 108
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

@ ouidely 7l cwJ

Weekly Optimum CA Q&A PDF -Based on Recent Exam Trend
First Week of January (1st— 7t January 2022)

Science / Tech And Environment

1. Recently In January Central Government Is Planning To Blend How Much Percnet Green
Hydrogen With Piped Natural Gas ?
A. 10%
B. 15%
C. 20%
D. 12%

The government is planning to blend 15 per cent green hydrogen with piped natural gas
(PNG) for domestic commercial and industrial consumption

[0 The move is in line with India’s ambitious targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions
and becoming carbon neutral by 2070.

0 This initiative will be part of the government’s National Hydrogen Energy Mission aimed at
generating hydrogen from green power sources.

O A mechanism will be created for hydrogen and it will be called hydrogen purchase
obligation (HPO). The idea is to create demand for green hydrogen. HPO is likely to come
from 2023

2. Which Of The Following Airport has been ranked eight for on-time performance among large
international airports globally for 2021 by Cirium — a provider of aviation data to the travel,
finance, aerospace and aviation industries ?

A. Indiara Gandhi International Airport
B. Chennai International Airport

C. Khusinagar Airport

D. Kaempgowda International Airport

Chennai Airport is ranked 8thin the global list for ‘On Time Performance’among Large
Airports in 2021 by ‘Cirium’, a top aviation analytics firm.

0 Chennai Airport’s On Time performance (OTP) data has been analysed for comparison in
‘Large Airports’ category for 2021 and is the only Indian airport listed in the Top 10.The on-
time departures to 70 routes globally

[0 The top three are Miami Airport in the United States, Fukuoka Airport and Haneda Airport
from Japan
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2. What Is The Name Of The Third 50Ton Bollard Pull Tugs Developed By M/s Hindustan Shipyard
Ltd, Visakhapatnam at a cost of Rs. 260.70 Crores For Assisting assisting large naval ships ?

A. Veeran
B. Balram
C. Balraj

D. Vikrant

A contract for construction of 50 Ton Bollard Pull Tugs was concluded with M/s Hindustan
Shipyard Ltd in 2019 at the cost of Rs. 260.70 Crores.

0 The third tug in the series “Balraj”, was delivered to Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam, on
December 31, 2021.

[0 These tugs have been designed and built under the classification rules of the Indian
Register for Shipping with a service life of 20 years.

[0 Tugs “Veeran” and “Balram” have been inducted on 22 Oct 21 and 30 Oct 21 at Naval
Dockyard, Visakhapathnam and Naval Dockyard, Mumbai respectively
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The EU is Planned to label energy from nuclear power and natural gas as What sources for

investment despite internal disagreement over whether they truly qualify as sustainable

options ?

A. Blue Sources
B. Green Sources
C. White Sources
D. Grey Sources

The European Commission has
labeled nuclear and gas as
sustainable. Critics are calling the step
"greenwashing" and say it could
threaten the bloc's bid to become
climate-neutral by 2050.

[0 France, which derives about 70

percent of its electricity from nuclear
plants, is — unsurprisingly — heading
up the pro-nuclear fraction

0 European Union headquarters
Brussels Belgium

[0 European Commission chief Ursula
von der Leyen

Nuclear, gas energy likely
to receive ‘green tagin kU

France and Austria are at loggerheads

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRUSSELS

The EU is planning to label
energy from nuclear power
and natural gas as “green”
sources for investment des-
pite internal disagreement
over whether they truly
qualify as sustainable
options.

The proposal, aims to
support the 27-nation bloc’s
shift towards a carbon-neu-
tral future and gild its cre-
dentials as a global stan-
dard-setter for fAghting
climate change.

But the fact the European
Commission quietly distri-
buted the text to member
states late on Friday, in the
final hours of 2021 after the
much-delayed document
had been twice promised

earlier in the year, highlight-
ed the rocky road to draft it.
If a majority of member
states back it, it will become
EU law, coming into effect
from 2023.

Opposing views

France has led the charge
for nuclear power — its main
energy source — to be in-
cluded, despite robust op-
position from Austria and
scepticism from Germany,
which is in the process of
shutting all its nuclear
plants.

Fossil-reliant countries in
the EU’s east and south have
also defended the use of nat-
ural gas, at least as a transi-
tional source, even though it
still produces significant
greenhouse emissions.
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5. Consider The Following Statement Regarding Indian Navy’s Milan Exercise :

1. Indian Navy’s multilateral Milan Exercise is scheduled to take place in February 2022. 46
navies are expected to participate in the Milan Exercise.

2. The member countries of the QUAD (Japan, the US and Australia) and member nations of
AUKUS (the UK, Australia & the US) will participate in the exercise this year.

3. It began in 1995. It is held biennially. Till now, it has been held at Port Blair.
Which Of The Follwoign Statement Is Correct ?
A.Only1And3

B.Only 1And 2
C.Only2 And 3
D. All Of The Above

Indian Navy’s multilateral Milan Exercise is scheduled to take place in February 2022 in
Visakhapatnam (It has so far been held at Port Blair ) 0 The theme of this 11th edition of
exercise Milan is camaraderie, cohesion and collaboration.

[0 46 navies are expected to participate in the Milan Exercise

[0 member countries of the QUAD (Japan, the US and Australia) and member nations of
AUKUS (the UK, Australia & the US) will participate in the exercise this year

4. Recently In January Which Of The Following Company Has Made It To The List Of Bloomberg
Most Valuable Paints Company In The World By Securing 2nd Postion ?

o . [ ] [ ]
A. Kansai Paint AsianPaints second
B. WhitelJr m a]DI a].].']
C. Asian Paints OSt Valu . ep tS
D. Sherwin Paints C0mpany1nW01‘ld
) _ _ TOP 15 GLOBAL PAINTS ASIAN PAINTS
Asian Paints has risen to become the world's second COMPANIES (Price in ¥) 3550
. - - Rank Name Market
most valuable paints firm. The company's market cap($bn) 10
capitalization increased by 22% to US$ 43.7 billion at ) St Wl e — '
the end of December 31, 3 PPGIndustiesine 205 3382— 2,650
4 NipponPaintHoldings(o  25.8
[ It now ranks 450th in the world in terms of m-caP 5 RPMintemationalInc BO |+—————+ 20
6  BergerPaintsindia 9.9 Dec31'20  Dec3l21
7 SkshuPaint(o 79 M-cap (¥ cr)
8  Axalta(oatingSystems 7.5 W%O'Um
9 KansaiPaint(o 5.9 1 320,000
10 HBFullerCo 4.2
M KansaiNerolacPaints [ %] . 280,000
12 AviaAvianTbk PT 4.0
13 Sunresin New Materials (o 33 - I 240,000
% Ko 2 200,000
15  T0APaintThailand PCL 20 Dec31'20  Dec31'21

Tagc 4vea VI 4LVo
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7. Recently In Janaury Mobile Brand Company BlacbeRRY Has Completely Shut Down Its Mobile

7t January 2022)

Business.Balckberry Is Market Company Of Which Of The Following Country ?

A. USA

B. Singapore
C. Canada

D. South Korea

Canadaian Firm BlackBerry shut down
support for its devices, shut down its OS,
email and messaging services and other

assorted software.

[0 BlackBerry is officially going to come to
an end on January 4, 2022. The popular
smartphone maker has sent out a
supportmessage to all those users still
hanging on to their BlackBerry devices

PULLING THE PLUG ON SERVICE

BlackBerry buries
business smartphone

Bengaluru: BlackBerry Ltd is
pulling the plugonservice forits
once ubiquitous business smart-
phones, whichwere toted by ex-
ecufives, politidans and legions
of fans in the early 2000s.

The move marks the end of
an era as the phones, which
sporteda tiny QWERTY physical
keyboard, pioneered pushemail
and the BBM instant messaging
service. Blackberry lost favour
with users with the advent of
Apple's touchsareeniPhonesand
rival Android devices. In recent

BlackBerry phones Reutersfile

years, the company pivoted to
making cybersecurity software
and embedded operating sys-
tems for cars. REUTERS
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IN BRIEF

World population surged
74mnin 2021, expected to
be 7.8 bn: US census bureau

Theword's population is
projected to be 7.8 billion
people on NeweYear's Day 2022,
according tothe Us Census
Bureau.

Thatrepresents an increase
of f4 million people, ora0.9%
growth rate from Mew Year's

- =:'
Day 202, Starting in the nev n“ “

year, 4.3 bithsand wodeaths  The figures represent a

are egpectedworldwide every  0.9% growih rate from
sacond, the Census Bureau New Year's day 2021
estimated.

(hinaremainstheworld's  growth rate from New Year's
most—populous countrywith Day 200 to New Year's Day
1.4 billion people, thoughitis 2022, Starting inthe new year,
onby narmowty ahead of India the S sexpeded togrow by
on1.38 billionwhich isset to one person every 40 seconds
overtake ity 2025, from births, minus deaths, as

Meamwhile, thelUsgrew by well asnetintemational
almost 707,000 people overthe  migration.

pastyear, and the nation's The lsisexpedad to
population is expected 1o be experience a birth every nine
F2.LmillionresidentsonMew  secondsand a deathevery

Year'sDay 2022, according to seconds, aswellasan

the U5 Census Bureaw. additional person from
The Census Bureau international migration every
estimate representsa 0.2% B0seconds.

RIL unit to buy
UKs Faradion
for £100 mn

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMEAT

Reliance New Energy Solar

Ltd. (RNESL), a wholly
owned subsidiary of Re-
liance Industries Ltd., said

it had agreed to acquire
100% in Faradion Ltd. for
£100 million (about 1,000
crore).

RNESL also agreed to in-
vest £25 million as growth
capital to accelerate com-
mercial roll-out. “With its
patented sodium-ion bat-
tery technology, Faradion
has a competitively supe-
rior, strategic, wide-reach-
ing and extensive IP portfo-
lio” RIL said in a
statement, adding that it
would use Faradion's tech-
nology at its proposed
energy storage giga-factory
at Jamnagar, India. Fara-
dion is based out of Shef-
field and Oxford in the Un- +
ited Kingdom.

UL LS LU LS

NEVV VARIANT ‘IHU" IDENTIFIED IN FRANCE

Astheworld grappleswith the highly
mutated Omicronvariant of SARS-CoV-2,
scientists have identified a new strain of
thewvirus in Southern France. Known as
'HU', the B.1.640.2 variant has been
reported by researchers at institute IHU
Mediterranee Infection in atleast12
cases, and has been linked to travel to
African country Cameroon. However, the
researchers noted that itistoo early to
speculate on how thisvariant behavesas  the cells.

far as infection and protection from
vaccines isconcemed. Theyet-to-be
peer-reviewed study, posted on the
preprint repository MedRxiv on December
29, revealed that IHU has 46 mutations
and 37 deletions resulting in 30 amino
acid substitutions and 12 deletions.

Most currently used vaccines are targeted
atthe spike protein of S4R5-CoV-2,

which the virus uses to enter and infect

Ll

Govt approves
19th tranche
of electoral
bonds; sale
opensonjan 1

AHEAD OF ASSEMBLY clec-
tionsin five states,the govern-
ment on Thursday approved
the issuance of the 19th
tranche of electoral bonds,
which will be open for sale
from January1to10.

Electoral bonds have been
pitched as an alternative to
cash donations made to politi-
cal parties as part of efforts to
bring transparency in political
funding. However, Opposition
parties have raised concerns
about alleged opaqueness in
funding through such bonds.

“State Bankof India(SEI),in
the XIX Phase of sale, has been
authorised toissueand encash
Electoral Bondsthroughits 29
Authorized Branches with
effect from January 1 to Janu-
ary10,2022,"thefinance min-
istrysaid ina statement.

The 29 specified SBI
branches are in cities, such as
Lucknow, Shimla, Dehradun
Kolkata, Guwahati, Chennai,
Thiruvananthapuram, Patna,
New Delhi, Chandigarh, Srina-
gar, Gandhinagar, Bhopal,
Raipur,and Mumbai. —PTI
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India plans to introduce 50 cheetahs in 5 years

Jayashree Nandi
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
menton Wednesday launched an
action plan under which 50 chee-
tahs will be introduced in the
country in the next five years.

According to an ‘Action Plan
for Introduction of Cheetah in
India’, released by the environ-
ment ministry during the 19th
meeting of National Tiger Con-
servation Authority on Wednes-
day, a cohort of around 12 to 14
cheetahs will be imported from
South Africa or Namibia and
each of them will be fitted with a
satellite-GPS-very high fre-
quency radio-collar.

A cohort of around 12 to 14 cheetahs will be imported from South

Africa or Namibia.

Union environment minister
Bhupender Yadav, in a state-
ment, said, “Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is keen on protection
and conservation of seven major

big cats... Cheetah numbering 50
over a period of five years will be
introduced in various parks.”
International transportation
will be done by either a commer-

cial airline or by a chartered
flight following which the wild
catswill be transported to Kuno
Palpur National Park (KNP) in
Madhya Pradesh. Officials who
attended the meeting said chee-
tah, the world's fastest land ani-
mal, was expected to be reintro-
duced into the country in
November 2021 but the plan got
derailed due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The team and prepara-
tions are ready to take up trans-
location after the third wave
recedes, the officials added. “The
animals’ lineage and condition
shall be checked in the host
country to ensure that they are
not from an excessively inbred
stock and are in the ideal age

group, so as to conform to the
needs of a founding population,”
said the over 300-page plan.

As per the plan, the Union
government, along with ministry
of environment and the Cheetah
Task Force, will create a formal
framework to collaborate with
governments of Namibia and/or
South Africa, through the minis-
try of external affairs.

Anish Andheria, president of
Wildlife Conservation Trust,
said, “I think the ministry should
start exploring other larger,
more open habitats in Gujarat
and Rajasthan and prepare them
for cheetah introduction in 10
years by improving wild prey
base and spreading awareness...”

B
| E.
ata Irms jump ahead E
s St
of CPSUs in m-cap race
Day
. . . » v SOHINID
It's first time that govt companies are not India’s biggest biz group Mumbai
KRISHNA KANT . Private
sl TATA FIRMS: THE GROWTH STORY ey
S A 4 Covaxi
he Tata group companies ! o PSUs: Asmaller pie to inoc
are now more valuable than i (M-capsharein %*) 15 vea
all the listed central public coron:
sector undertakings 40 starts |
(CPSUs) or companies in the country. 30.0 Covaxi
The key 20 listed Tata companies /\ vaccin
ended the 2021 calendar year with a 30 countr
combined market capitalisation of As
%23.36 trillion, ahead of the 70 listed \(9"""' o dren i
CPSUs, which had a combined m-cap 20 group
0f23.2 trillion. In comparison, these 8.3 94 Co-WI
CPSUs had a combined market cap-  Taking the lead (M-cap in¥tm) I- pmon
italisation of 8167 trillion at the end 0 on
of December 2020 against the Tata 23.361 25 \/M tiondr
group firms’ combined m-cap of 257 Central PSUs /\23.20-} 20 0 tostan
trillion. 6.4 Y - . sites a
This is the first time since the W 15 Dec'05 Dec'21 admin
early 1990s that central government- 10 MR A doses ¢
owned companiesare not the biggest 2{78 7vdLLIL' 5 ofal Lr)e tisted firms In 55 sample 2
business group in the country in O Source: Capitaline, —
terms of market capitalisation. Dec '05 Dec'21 Compiled by BS Research Bureau INSID
Central PSUs were first listed on the P6 &
bourses in the early 1990s andthey | =
were the biggest block in terms of 12monthsagainsta389percentrise per cent at the end of CY21, from 8.6
market capitalisation. in the combined m-cap of listed per cent a year ago and a low of 6.6
The Business Standard analysisis CPSUs. In comparison, the combined per cent at the end of 2017. However,
based on a common sample of 1,043 market capitalisation of allthe 1,043 it still remains lower than the group's
companies that are part of the companiesinthe BusinessStandard all-time high m-cap share of 10.2 per
BSES00, BSE MidCap, and BSE samplewasup 358 percentin CY2L. centat the end of December 2013.
SmallCap indices. These companies These Tata group companies have This has been powered by a sharp
had a combined m-cap of 248.7tril- outperformed the broader market rise in the market capitalisation of
lion on Friday, accounting for 93.5 overthepast five yearsandthushave key group companies, such as Tata
per cent of the combined m-cap of raised their share inthe overallmar- Consultancy  Services, Titan
all the BSE-listed companies. ket cap of all the listed companiesin Company, Tata Steel, Tata Consumer,
The Tata group's market capitali- the country. The Tata group's m-cap and Tata Motors.
sation is up48.7 per cent over the past  share rose to an eight-year high of 94 Turn to Page 3 »

IRDAI sets
norms for
surety cover

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERARAD

Insurance regulator IRDAI
has issued guidelines on
surety insurance business,
which will come into force
on April 1 and permit gen-
eral insurers to pursue the
new line of business.

In doing so, the insurers
would be required to
comply with certain re-
quirements, including
maintaining a solvency
margin of not less than 1.25
times of the control level of
solvency specified by the
regulator.

The guidelines set by the
regulator cover different
aspects of the business and
prescribe a cap on the
quantum of business the
insurers can conduct.
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Govt distributes
36.78 cr LEDs

under UJALA

THE POWER MINISTRY
has distributed 36.78
crore LED lights underthe
UJALA programme in
seven years, which saved
47,778 million units of
electricity perannum.The
scheme was launched on
January 5,2015.

KRISHNA KANT
Mumbai, 3 lanuary

Powered by strong demand for the latest
range of sport utility vehicles (SUVs), Tata
Motors has zipped past Hyundai Motor
India (HMIL) to become the second-largest
passenger car seller in the domestic mar-
ket. behind Maruti Swaiki India (MSIL).

Tata Motors shipped 35461 units of pas-
senger vehicles (PVs) to its dealers in
December 2021, against 32,312 units des-
parched by HMIL inthe last months, While
Tata Motors' shipment in the domestic
market was up 50.5 per cent year-on-year
(¥olY), from 23 564 units in December 2020,
HMIL’s sales in the domestic market were
down 318 per cent Yo, from 47400 units
A VEear ago.

This is first time since its entry into the
PV market in late 1990s that Tata Motors
‘has become thesecond-1 Pvsellerin
the country, behind industry leader MSIL,
on the basis of monthly sales. The com-
pany was the third-biggest carmaker for
nearly a decade in late 1990s and early
2000z, behind MSIL and HMIL, before it
ceded market share to rivals after the com-
mercial failure of its micro car - the Nano.

HMIL, however, remains the No. 2 PV
seller on a year-to-date basis. It shipped a
total of 500,000 units of passenger cars in
2021, against 332,000 units shipped by Tata
Motors during the period.

The Indian subsidiary of the Korean

carmaker is also ahead of Tata Motors in  including exports (16,621 units), in ing the months. The recent surge in Tata
the overall sales that includes exports. December 2021 — nearly 38,6 per cent  Motors' sales volume is attributed to good
higher than Tata Motors' overall sales dur- — customer response of its new launches in

HMILshipped a total of 48 933 units of FVs,
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Govt mulls winding up BBNL; may
assign BharatNet work to BSNL

KIRAN RATHEE
New Delhi, January 6

Nearly a decade after Bharat
Broadband Network (BBNL)was
set upasaspecial purpose vehi-
cle to connect all gram pan-
chayats with high-speed optic
fibre, the government is think-
ingof winding it upandassign-
ingitsrole to state-owned tele-
com operator BSNL, sources
said.

BBNL is the implementing
agencyof the BharatNet project,
for which so far close to
24,000 crore has been dis-
bursed by the Universal Service
Obligation Fund.Of the 2.5 lakh
gram panchayats in the coun-

# The domestic sales of Tata Motors and
Hyundai MotorsIndia (in units)

e Tala Motors === Hyundai Motors [ndia

o

try,1.71 lakh gram panchayats
have been connected so far.

Thescope of BharatNet pro-
jectwasfurtherextendedin july
last year when it was decided
that all six lakh villages in the
country would be connected
with optic fibre, for which the
government would provide
%19,041 crore as viability gap
funding. With this, the total
outlay for BharatNet project
increased to ¥61,109 crore,
including the 342,068 crore
approved in 2017.

According to sources, the
idea to wind up BBNL and
assignits functions to BSNLwas
mooteda couple of monthsago,
and four to five meetings have

taken place to finalise the
modalities around it.

BBNL's work of laying optic
fibre can be done by BSNL, but
issues relating to fair play may
comeupsince BSNLisatelecom
operator which competes with
private telecom players.

Earlier, BBNL had curtailed
the scope of BSNLin maintain-
ing the BharatNet project. BSNL
used to get around X400 crore
peryearto maintain the Bharat-
Net fibre,but as it failed to pro-
vide quality services, BBNL did
not extend the contract and
awarded it toCSCSPV.

BSNL’s participation in
phase II of BharatNet was also
curtailed by over 50%.

35,461
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the fast-growing SUV segment.

According to analyst estimates, nearly
a quarter of Tata Motors' PV sales in
December 2021 came from its two recent
launches — the Punch and the Safari. The
company also gained from a further rise
inthe popularity of its bestselling SUV- the
Mexon — and strong offtake of its electric
vehicle. "Tata Motors' PV business has been
in revival mode for over a year now, thanks
to strong customer response to its latest
range of SUVs. This has enabled the com-
pany to regain most of the market share it
had lost to rivals in the past decade or so.”
said Shailendra Kumar, chief investment
officer, Narnolia Securities.

Tata Motors posted its highest-ever
monthly sales in December 2021, while its
total shipments in October-December 2021

TaMo drives past Hyundal tograb 2nd-largest carmaker tag

¥ OUTNUMBERING

wereits best quarterly sales since its incep-
tion. In contrast, HMIL sales in December
2021 were the lowest since May last year,

Analysts are, however, still undecided
about the long-term trajectory of Tata
Motors' sales volume in the domestic mar-
ket. "It will be too early to extrapolate Tata
Motors’ recent success over the long term,
given a lack of structural growth in the
overall PV market in the country. Besides,
not all carmakers have been affected uni-
formly from the global shortage of chips
and electronic components,” said Kumar,

However, despite all these caveats, the
recent sales performance of Tata Motors
PV division is an encouraging sign for the
company and its shareholders, given that
the division has been a cash guzzler for the
better part of the last two decades,
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N-E Rly will be 1007 electrified by end-2022

OUR BUREAU

New Dedhii, [amsary 4

More than 75 per cent of
North Eastern Railway (NER)
routes, which primarily serve
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and western districts of Bihar,
have been electrified and by
the end of 2022 will be nearly
fully electrified, according to
the government .

“After elearification of
main routes, the expenditure
on high-speed diesel (HSD)
has been considerably re
duced, registering a saving of
%361 crores,” a statement is
sued by the Ministry of Rail
ways on Tuesday said.

Indian Railways is working
on an ambitious plan of fully
electrifying its tracks by

FUEL ETHANOL

India to surpass China as 3rd largest user

Domestic ethanol demand tripled between

December 2023. Total rail elec-
trification would contribute
to the goal of “net zero” emis-
sions by 2030, by drawing its
entire electrical load from re-
newable energy sources, ac-
cording to plans.

overhead power
Capacity Utilisation Factor
based solar monitoring sys-
tem has been implemented
in the NER, which has resul-
ted in 26 per cent higher solar
energy generation in this
year, as compared to corres-

nding period of last year
\I:I(I)lh thg sgeme installed c{pa-
city of 472 MWp, said the
release.

As many as 31 pairs of
trains, which originate or ter-

2017 and 2021 with consumption at

3 crore litres in the last calendar year: IEA

7l cwJ.

-

minate on NER, are runnin,
on HOG (Head on Generation%
system that allows power to
be drawn directly from the
over-head lines.

Over700 kid of water recyc-
ling plants have been com-
missioned at four stations.

Cumulative loading till
date is around 60 per cent
more as compared to corres-
ponding period of last year,
the statement said.

“With the concerted efforts
of Business Development
Units (BDU) at zonal and divi-
sional levels, 22 rakes of Kisan
Rail have been loaded and
run from Farrukhabad rail-
way station of lzzatnagar divi-
sion to North East Frontier
Railway," it added.

RISHI RANJAN KALA
New Dedhii, January 4

India is on course to race past
China as the world’s third
largest ethanol consumer by
2026 as it accelerates the
transformation towards a
clean energy ecosystem. Eth-
anol demand in India tripled
between 2017 and 2021 with
consumption expected at 3
crore litres in the last calendar
year, the International Energy
Agency (IEA) said.

“In January 2021, India
brought forward its target of
20 per cent ethanol blending
of gasoline to 2025 from 2030,
and is aimm% 10 start selling
20 per cent blends in 2023,
the agency said in a report.

lFf\gad?ed that the Egunny
is supporting ethanol as it
helps reduce oil imports, cut
down air pollution and offers
economic and employment
opportunities for farmers.

Lifting ethanol demand is also
aligned with its net zero path-
way. India, the world's third
largest oil importer and con-
sumer, imported petroleum
products worth more than ¥
L0g-lakh crore in FY21L

‘Impressive progress’

The agency noted that India
made “impressive progress"
in increasing ethanol blend-
ing. In 2017, blending stood at
2 per cent, but by the summer
of 2021 it touched 8 per cent,
putting the country on track
to achieve 10 per cent blend-
ing this calendar year.

“India has also increased its
policy commitment. In pur-
suit of its 20 per cent target,
the country has set guaran-
teed prices per litre of ethanol
according to feedstock; estab-
lished financial support for
new ethanol capacity; re
leased an ethanol roadmap;

Lifting ethanol demand is
also aligned with India’s
netzero pathway

and is planning to mandate
flex-fuel vehicles that can op-
erate on higher ethanol
blends, it pointed out.
However, the target of
achieving 20 per cent blend-
ing of ethanol has “significant
challenges”, [EA said adding
that *“Vehicle compatibility,
greenhouse gas (GHG) and
sustainability criteria, feed-
stock availability, and main-
taining incentives at the right
level will all require dedicated

India set to test marine
version of Rafale today

Shishir Gupta

lessers@ hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: India on Friday, will
test the Rafael-M (Marine) jet for
use on its Vikramaditya aircraft
carrier as well as the indigenous
aircraft carrier 1 (IAC1), which
will be deployed as the INS
Vikrant, at the INS Hansa in Goa,
a shore-based test facility. The
aircraft for the test arrived on
Thursday.

The marine version of the
Rafale jet has a reinforced
under-carriage and nose wheel,
a bigger arrester hook, an inte-
grated ladder and other minor
differences from the Rafale in
use in the Indian Air Force.

According to people familiar
with the matter, the Rafale M is
better suited for use on the air-
craft carriers than the FI8 Hor-
net fighter from the US for sev-

attention”. “In our accelerated
case, we assume India meets
these challenges and achieves
its 20 per cent blending target
in 2025,” [EA projected.

Compatibility concems

A large segment of India's ex-
isting vehicle fleet may have
compatibility issues with fuel
blends above E10. Retrofits are
an option, but the scale of the
undertaking may make that
impractical. Flex-fuel vehicles
orvehicles otherwise compat-
ible with 20 per cent blends
will need to be made available
and consumers will need to be
convinced to purchase them,
IEA explained.

Clear GHG performance re-
quirements and sustainability
criteria will also help ensure
ethanol production reduces
emissions and avoids other
impact. India estimates that
ethanol blending has reduced
its GHG emissions by 19 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent since 2014 and its
ethanol roadmap notes the
need to supplement sugar-

eral reasons. They pointad out it
can fit into the lift bay of the
Vikramaditya, unlike the FIS;
and that its dimensions also
mean more of them (14) can fit
onto the deck of the carrier as
comparad to10 or 11 F18s.

They added that unlike the
F18s, which require the carriers
to be fitted with a new carrier
optical landing system, the
Rafale M’s can work with the
existing one on the Vikrama-
ditya. There is also the benefit of
a common platform across the
navy and the Air Force, one of
the people said.

Apart from synergies in logis
tics and maintenance, this per-
son added, Indian Navy pilots
could be trained on [AF's Rafales
for “faster induction”.

The navy will likely test the
F18s at the same facility in
March, HT learns.

cane, a water-intensive crop,
with less water-intensive feed-
stock, [EA said.

Fixed rates

India is currently guarantee-
ing fixed rates for ethanol ac-
cording to the feedstock it is
produced from. In November,
it increased the incentive
rates by +2 per cent to encour-
age production, it added.

“The incentive structure
and funding system will need
to be carefully structured.
Here, too, India can learn from
other examples. Indonesia for
instance has scaled back its
biodiesel blending ambitions
because of high costs, a situ-
ation India would like tw
avoid. India may also look to
other models, such as targets
with credit trading, as applied
under the US RFS, the agency
suggested.

At present, public sector oil
marketing companies are
selling 10 per cent ethanol
blended petrolSimilarly 5 per
cent biodiesel is blended as
per availability.
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Syntizen, Odisha govt partner to provide
’ O
pensioners life certificates via video KYC

Odisha becomes
the first State to
ease the process
by going digital

KR SRIVATS

New Dedhi, January &

Syntizen, a Digital Identity
Solutions  provider, has
partnered with the Odisha
government to provide a
Video KYC solution to offer
life certificates to pensioners.

Odisha has become the
first State in the country to
deploy a digital process
which includes Aadhaar Val
idation for easing the pro-
cess of obtaining a life certi-
ficate. There are over five
lakh pensioners across the
State.

Speaking about the initiat-
ive with the Odisha Govern-
ment, Siddharth Kukatlap-
alli, Co-founder and CBO,

Syntizen, said, “Our identific-
ation checking and instant
service dehver¥ systems are

ingenious and fool-proof. We
are glad to showcase it on a
large platform by helping
the Odisha government facil-
itate efficient distribution of
digital life certificates to
around 5 lakh pensioners.”

Al/ML based solution
Receiving a pension is a tedi
ous route where a pension
seeker needs to submit a life
certificate to get the retire-
ment benefits. The physical
process is slow and
inconvenient.

Manoj Kumar Mishra, IRTS,
Chairman OCAC & IT Secret-
ary, Odisha, said, "We are
looking forward to incorpor
ating the digital authentica-
tion process into other gov-
ernment services as well".

Currently, Syntizen
provides Aadhaar solutions
to several States, such as Tel
angana, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh.

TO ADVERTISE
PLEASE CONTACT

Mumbai  :022-22021099
Pune :020=26113743
Ahmedabad : 079 = 26871105
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IN BRIEF

Cabinet nod for ropeway,
5-star hotel at Jog Falls
BENGALURU

For providing more facilities
for tourists at the Jog Falls,
where water from river
Sharavati takes a plunge from
a height of 810 feet, the
Karnataka Cabinet on
Thursday decided to build a
ropeway, a five-star hotel,
coffee bars and other
infrastructure there at a cost
of ¥116 crore. This was
announced by Minister for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs J.C. Madhuswamy. The
waterfall is located in a forest
area in Shivamogga district.

2021 world food prices hit 10-year high

WORLD FOOD PRICES
jumped 28 percent in 2021 to
their highest level in a decade
and hopes fora return to more
stable market conditions this
year are slim, the UN's food
agencysaid on Thursday.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization's(FAO)food price
index, which tracks the most
globally traded food commaodi-
ties,averaged 125.7 points in
2021, the highest since 131.9
in2011.

The monthly index eased

slightly in December but had

whetherprice pressures might

climbed for the previous four abatethisyear.
months in a row, reflecting World food pricesjumped 28
harvest setbacks and strong  percent in 2021 totheirhighest
demand over the past year. level in adecadeand hopesfora
Higherfood priceshavecon-  return to more stable market
tributed toa broadersurgein  conditionsthisyearareslim,the
inflation as economies recover  UN's food agency said on Thurs-
from the coronaviruscrisisand  day The Food and Agriculture
the FAO has warned that the  Organization's (FAO) food price
highercosts are putting poorer  index, which tracks the most
populationsatriskincountries  globally traded food commodi-
reliant on imports. ties, averaged 125.7 points in
Initslatestupdate,thefood 2021, thehighestsince131.9in
agency was cautious about 201L —REUTERS

Page 108 of 108
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

If there are any suggestions/ errors in this PDF contact us via this email: support@ crackwithjack.com



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass
mailto:support@crackwithjack.com

