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National /State News

1. Recently inJune Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (lIE), Guwahati signed an MoU with which institute to
promote startups, incubation, and entrepreneurship in the North-Eastern Region (NER)?
A. Indian Institute of Management Nagpur
B. Indian Institute of Management Shillong
C. Indian Institute of Management Ranchi
D

. Indian Institute of Management Rohtak

e Indian Institute of
Entrepreneurship
(llE), Guwahati

signed an MoU .. . .
with the Indian IIE, Guwahati sighs MoU with IIM, Shillong to boost

Institute of entrepreneurship ecosystem in NE region

Management The Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship, Guwahati has signed an MoU with the
. Incubation and Enterprise Support Centre of the Indian Institute of Management
Shillong (lIMS). . . - . _
Shillong in New Delhi to boost the entrepreneurial ecosysterm in the North Eastern
° This partnership Region. The objective of this partnership is to encourage entrepreneurship,
g-Ubation, and startups in the North Eastern Region.

Jul 01,2022, 8:24PM

aims to promote

startups, .cretary of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Rajesh Tweeted by @AIR
. . garwal has said, this partnership will help create an atmosphere where startups
incubation, and L i T o

1d entrepreneurs can flourish in the Northeast region. He said, this will not only encourage the locals but also give them
entrepreneurship 5 cess to formal training and professional mentorship to run a successful business. Mr. Agarwal said, the aim of the
. vernment is to foster an entrepreneurship-enabling ecosystern that promotes innovation and growth in the Northeast.
in the North- pren prenabing ccosy P d

Eastern Region
(NER).

e The institutes will work together and exchange information and resources to assist professional growth in the
fields of management, entrepreneurship, and skill development.

e Indian Institute of Entrepreneurship (lIE):

e |t was established by the then Ministry of Industries (now the Ministry of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises)
in 1993 in Guwahati.

e It works as an autonomous national institute for undertaking training, research, and consultancy activities in
small and micro enterprises with a focus on entrepreneurship development.

e Indian Institute of Management Shillong (IIMS):

e |t was founded in 2007 and is the seventh Indian Institute of Management in the country.
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2. Consider the following statement regarding EV Mitra.
1. The EV Mitra mobile app has been developed by the Bengaluru Electricity Company BESCOM
2. BESCOM introduced the EV Jagruthi Web portal, which was a joint project of NITI Ayog and the United
Kingdom.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

e The EV Mitra mobile app Jun 30, 2022, 9:25AM
has been developed by the BESCOM develops ‘EV Mitra’ mobile app to provide info on
Bengaluru Electricity EV charging stations in Bengaluru

Company BESCOM to

The Bengaluru Electricity Company BESCOM has developed EV Mitra mobile app E
prOVlde lnformatlon about to provide information ._about EV charging sta?ons in Bengaluru. The information :;;"VANA i
on charges in each station for the electric vehicles to recharge are also mentioned aD o=
EV Charging Stations in in the app. The user-friendly app can be used by electric vehicle users to book in 2 U MITHRA
advance a slot in the station. BESCOM had earlier intreduced the EV Jagruthi Web )
Bengaluru' rtal as a joint initiative of NITI Ayog and the United Kingdom. The web portal — DFFERING EV CHARGING AT MOST
EOMPETITIVE RATES IN THE COUNTRY
: ‘es state specific information on the availability of electric vehicles, incentives,
e Earlier, BESCOM had S o o e
pport mechanisms and initiatives of the state government regarding electric
introduced the EV Jagruthi obilizy. FiEh#lC

Web portal, Wthh was a WEESCOM has started 136 charging stations in Bengaluru and another 152 such stations will be started soon. Under the Public
s e . ivate Partnership model, tenders have been invited to establish 1000 charging stations across the state. EV Abhiyan will be
'IOInt prOjeCt Of NITI AyOg held for a week from July 1st to 6th and EV Expo from July 1st to 3rd. On July 2nd EV Rally will be organised from Vidhana

and the United Kingdom' Soudha to Palace Grounds to promote EV usage in Bengaluru city.

e The website provides information about the availability of electric vehicles, incentives, support mechanisms, and
state government initiatives related to electric mobility.

e In Bengaluru, BESCOM has launched 136 charging stations, and another 152 such stations will be started soon.

e From July 1st to July 6th, EV Abhiyan will be conducted for a week, and from July 1st toJuly 3rd, EV Expo will be

conducted.

3. Recently state government announced that it will issue Family Cards to identify the families without
any government job or any kind of employment.
A. Bihar

B. Uttar Pradesh
C. Madhya Pradesh
D. Chattisgarh
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E. None of the above

UP government will issue cards to every family as a major step towards .
eradicating unemployment in Uttar Pradesh. Y()gl gO V t tO
These cards will be known as Family Cards. Through these cards, the map families
government will identify the families without any government job or any kind .
of employment. under ]Ob plan
The government will give jobs, employment, or self-employment to at least one )
member of such families. Lup k_now. Utté." Prgdesh Chief
) o R o Minister Yogi Adityanath on
UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath distributed a loan of 16 thousand crore Thursday said his government
rupees to 1.90 lakh artisans and small entrepreneurs at a function in Lucknow. will soon start mapping each
CM Yogi said that the government will soon come up with an action plan to family in the state to connect one
connect one person from every family with a job, employment, or self- !“ember of each household Wl.th
. jobor self-employment. To facil-
empioyment. itate employment in such fami-
lies, the government would is-
sue “parivar cards”, he added.
Consider the following statement regarding India’s first national coalition ) The C‘M was speal.qng after
platform for urban nature-based solutions. dlStl‘l!)thlng logn certificates to
1 The National Insti ban Affairs (NIUA) Cli c Cities (NIUA handicraft artisans and entre-
. The National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) Climate Centre for Cities (NIU. preneurs at a loan fair,
C-Cube) in association with World Resources Institute India (WRI India) has “The then government (led
launched Indid’s first national coalition platform for urban nature-based by SP) did not take interest de-
solutions (NbS). spite availability of various
oY e schemes. There was no paucity
2. It has been launched under the ‘Cities4Forests’ initiative. ., .
of funds,” he said. ENS
Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1 NIUA's C-Cube and WRI India launch the India Forum for Nature-Based Solutions
B. Only 2 , ) , ) ,
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) and World Resources Institute India (WRI
C. Both1&2 India) launch national platform to mainstream ecosystem-based services and
D. None of the above nature-based solutions to build urban climate resilience
Posted On: 29 JUN 2022 5:45PM by PIB Delhi
The National Institute of Urban Affairs” (NIUA) Climate Centre for Cities (NIUA C-Cube), World Resources Institute India (WRI India) and their partners today launched
Indl'als fifst nat"ona’ Coa’it"on India’s first national coalition platform for urban nature-based solutions (NbS) at the 11® World Urban Forum in Poland
Ecosystem-based services and Nature-Based Solutions are fast emerging as cost-effective and sustainable ways to address climate change induced challenges such as heat,
pl at_f orm fOI' urban nature- urban flooding, air and water pollution and storm surges. Along with mitigating the impact of climate change, NbS also helps in providing multiple ecosystem benefits
along with addressing various societal chall ling building resilience of the underserved and vulnerable urban ies who are most affected by climate
based solutions has been change induced carasteophes
. The India Forum for Nature-based Solutions aims to create a collective of NbS entrepreneurs, government entities and like-minded organisations, to help scale urban
launched during the 11th e based slutions by
. « Defining a shared language and by communicating benefits that inform actions at the local level including scaling up of existing NbS interventions.
Wor Id Ur ban Forum in POIand, . Dmingglm'estmem and streng g delivery y through multi dination o ¢
« Mainstreaming urban based services and ‘based solutions in India through informing policy, plans and project interventions
At the platform launch event, Shri Hitesh Vaidya, Director, NIUA said, “Tt is important that we have a low-cost and sustainable approach when we work on climate action
and increasing our green cover. It is here that nature-based solutions (NbS) should be prioritized as part of India’s resilience and adaptation strategy.”
The event saw representatives, from core partner organisations such as GiZ India, India Climate Collaborative, The Nature Conservancy, WWF India and Wetlands
International, pledge their efforts towards collaboratively achieving the Forum'’s objectives.
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The National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) Climate Centre for Cities (NIUA C-Cube)

in association with World Resources Institute India (WRI India) has launched India’s
first national coalition platform for urban nature-based solutions (NbS).

It has been launched under the ‘Cities4Forests’ initiative and is supported by the
Caterpillar Foundation, the Department of Environment of the United Kingdom, and
Norway’s International Climate and Forest Initiative (NICFI).

Its main objective is to attract investment and strengthen delivery mechanisms
through multi-stakeholder coordination.

It will also try to bring urban ecosystem-based services and nature-based solutions
into the mainstream through informing policy, plans, and project interventions.
Ecosystem-based services and Nature-Based Solutions are the most effective and
sustainable ways to resolve climate change challenges.

Consider the following statement regarding the report titled ‘Harnessing Green
Hydrogen — Opportunities for Deep Decarbonisation in India’.

1. This report has been created by NITI Aayog in association with Delhi-based think
tank RMI India.

2. According to this report, India’s hydrogen demand could increase by more than
four-fold times by 2030.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

NITI Aayog released a report titled ‘Harnessing Green Hydrogen — Opportunities for
Deep Decarbonisation in India’.

This report has been created in association with Delhi-based think tank RMI India.
NITI Aayog in its report recommends the reduction or exemption of GST and customs
duties on green hydrogen production.

It also proposed to set up green hydrogen corridors and provide financial support to
startups working on green hydrogen solutions.

The report states that "There is a need to develop three hydrogen corridors across the

country".

‘Hydrogen
corridors

need to be
developed’

PTI
feedback@livemint.c

NEW DELHI 4/18

hydrogen corridors and

governments can look at
providing grants to startupsas
well as supporting entrepre-
neurs to promote the fuel,
NITI Aayog said on Wednes-
day.

In a report titled ‘Harness-
ing Green Hydrogen - Oppor-
tunities for Deep Decarbonisa-
tion in India’, the Aayog also
suggested that there isaneed
to facilitate investment
through demand aggregation
and dollar-based bidding for
green hydrogen.

“Three hydrogen corridors
should be developed across
the country based on state
grand challenges...The gov-
ernments can provide grants
and loans to startups and pro-
jects, support entrepreneurs
through incubators and inves-
tor networks, and putin place
regulations that manage first-
moverrisks,” the report said.

The government can also
use public procurement and
purchase incentives (for
green hydrogen) to create
demand in niche marketsand
crowd in private investment, it
added.

The report suggested that
the government promote
export of green hydrogenand
green hydrogen-embedded
products through a

I ndia needs to create green

As per this report, the government should focus on ways to reduce the cost of green hyd $lobalhydrogenalliance.
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NITI Aayog also suggested bringing investment through demand aggregation and dollar-based bidding for green

hydrogen.

According to this report, India’s hydrogen demand could increase by more than four-fold times by 2050.
The government should support entrepreneurs in the field of Green hydrogen through incubators and investor

networks.

Green hydrogen is produced through the electrolysis of water.

Which of the following statements is incorrect?
1. Devendra Fadnavis has been sworn in as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.
2. Eknath Shinde is elected as Deputy Chief Minister of Maharashtra.

Which of the following statement is incorrect?

A. Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Eknath Shinde was
sworn in as the 20t
Chief Minister of
Maharashtra.

Devendra Fadnavis took
oath as Deputy Chief
Minister.

On 29 June, Uddhav
Thackeray stepped down as
the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra.

The Governor of
Maharashtra has asked
Chief Minister Shinde to
prove the majority of his
government in the state
assembly on July 2.

SHIV SENA REBELS, BJP FORM GOVT ADAY AFTER UDDHAV QUITS

Shinde new MaharashtraCM, Fadnavis
deputy in last-minute twist in script

BJP’s central leadership tells Fadnavis to be part of govt

Maharashtra Governor Bhagat Singh Koshyari with
Eknath Shinde in Mumbai on Thursday. Express

VALLABHOZARKAR
& ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUNBAI, JUNE 30

IN A surprise turn of events
Thursday, ShivSena rebel leader
Eknath Shinde was sworn in as
the new Chief Minister of
Maharashtra and BJP leader and
former Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis as the Deputy Chief
Minister.

Shinde became the 20th
Chief Minister of the state a day
after Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray resigned as (M ahead
of afloor test, bringing to anend
the 31-month rule of his Maha
Vikas Aghadi coalition.

What came as a surprise was
the about-turn by Fadnavis.

BuUsINESS As UsuAL
By UNNY

W O 00 9 (st
Ul Yeramng (0.

FULL COVERAGE

PAGE?

Shortly after he told a press con-
ference that he would not be a
partof the government, the cen-
tral leadership of the party said
Fadnavis would be joining the
govemment
BJP president ] P Nadda said,
“The central Jeadership has di
rected that Devendra Fadnavis
should take the responsibility of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

[ ExpLaines

Fadnavis stunned, but
BJP clear about reasons

LIZMATHEW &
SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI, JUNE 30

THE POUTICAL developments in
Maharashtra — from sequester-
ing of the Eknath Shinde-led
rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, to the
swearing-in of the new govern-
ment on Thursday — were

closely worked out by the BIP |
central leadership, with even |
key player Devendra Fadnavis |
notaware of the finishing touch, |
party sources said. !
This is why the unusual se- | |1
quence of events in Mumbai |
Thursday: first, Fadnavis’s sur-
prise announcement that Shinde
would be CM, and that he would
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

With Shinde in seat, BJP
defangs Uddhav; BMC next

SHUBHANGI KHAPRE
&LIZMATHEW
MUMBAL NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

THE BJP killed
several birds with
L]

m

one stone by giv.
ing up chief min
istership to
Eknath Shinde, in the govern-

ment being formed by Shiv Sena
rebels with the party’s support.
1t was a strong rebuff to the
Uddhav Thackeray-led group's
contention that the BJP had
pulled down “aSena CM™; it sent
amessage about the BJP's large:
heartedness in accommodating
allies; and itis set to help the B|P
in the coming BMC polis.
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Article 164 states that the Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Governor and the other ministers shall be
appointed on the advice of the Chief Minister.
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Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1&2
B. Only 2&3
C. Only 1&3
D. All of the above
E. None of the above

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

o The scheme has completed two years and a
journey that started with the zest to empower
the unorganized Micro Enterprises continues to
fulfill the aim of formalizing the food processing
sector.

e PMFME Scheme is currently being implemented
in 35 States and Union Territories in the country

e PMFME Scheme envisages financial support of
Rs. 40,000 for working capital and the purchase
of small tools for each member of the Self Help
Group (SHG) engaged in food processing
activities

e Over 1lakh SHG members have been identified
and the seed capital amount of Rs. 203 Cr. has
been released so far.

Y cwJ
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7. Consider the following statement regarding the Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro Food Processing

1. PMFME Scheme is currently being implemented in 35 States and Union Territories in the country

2. The centrally sponsored Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme
was launched on 29th June 2020 by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries.
3. The PMFME Scheme envisages financial support of Rs. 40,000 for working capital and the purchase of small
tools for each member of the Self Help Group (SHG) engaged in food processing activities.

e The centrally sponsored Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme was
launched on 29th June 2020 by the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India under the

One lakh SHG membersidentified, capital
worth3203 crreleasedunder PMFME scheme

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 1JULY

Over one lakh self-help group
members have been identi-
fied under the Pradhan Mantri
Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises
Scheme, and a seed capital
worth total Rs 203 crore has
been released so far.

The Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industries launched
this scheme under the
'Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan'
inJune 2020 with the purpose
to strengthen the competi-
tiveness of micro-enterpris-
es in the unorganized parts
of the food processing indus-
try, while at the same time pro-
motingits formalization. The
scheme was targeted to be
implemented over a period of
five years from 2020-21 to
2024-25 with a total expen-
diture of Rs 10,000 crore.

The scheme has now com-
pleted two years, and has
witnessed several advance-
ments towards empowering
micro-enterprises.

According to an official
statement, an approximate
50,000 applicants have reg-
istered on the portal and
more than 25,000 applica-
tions have been successful-
ly submitted so far.

State-level marketing sup-
porthasalso been witnessed
in the form of the brand "AAS-
NAA" from the State of Pun-
jaband the brand "BHIMTHA-

DI" from the State of Maha-
rashtra, the statement said.

A digital Geographical
Information System has also
been developed to provide
details of One District One
Product scheme. This map
indicates tribal, SC, ST, aspi-
rational districts and incu-
bation centres that have been
approved under the PMFME
scheme. Such mapping may
prove to be beneficial for
making concerted efforts
towards rural development.

Aseries of success stories
is being published, which
will feature the inspiring sto-
ries of micro enterprises and
Self Help Groups in the food
processing sector, thereby
creating awareness about the
opportunities in this sector and
encouraging aspiring entre-
preneurs to apply under the
scheme, the statement further
said.
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Under the scheme, MoUs have been signed with NAFED and TRIFED to take up the marketing and branding
activities for supporting and handholding the beneficiaries along the entire value chain. Under component 10,
ODOP Brands in association with NAFED have been launched. The scheme also envisages marketing support for
State-level brands. As of now, 2 State-level brands have been successfully launched, including the brand “AASNAA”
from the State of Punjab and the brand “BHIMTHADI” from the State of Maharashtra, and many others are in the
pipeline.

Recently In July NTPC Renewable Energy Limited signed MOU with the Government of
development of a 10 GW Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power Park.

for the

A. Odisha § . .

B. Rajasthan NTPC signs pact with Raj govt to develop
C. Uttar Pradesh 10-GW renewable energy power park

D. Telangana

E. None o _f the above :Fe \:UI;(:I::'JJU'Y 5 Limited (NTPC REL) with the E:;laec?tsy \l»v:;}: ‘r;;cr)ir(futsh:tr; ;e(;rt,'

NTPC Group has set its target of 60 GW Renewable energy capacity by 2032.

POWER UTILITY NTPC HAS |

signed an initial pact with the
Rajasthan government for
development of a 10 gigawatt
(GW) ultra-mega renewable
energy power park (UMREPP).
Inastatement,issued Satur-
day, NTPC said the memoran-

dum of understanding signed
between its wholly-owned sub-
sidiary,NTPC Renewable Energy

government of Rajasthan marks
another step towards achieving
Renewable Capacity addition
targets of NTPC.

At the group level, NTPC
aims to have a 60 GW renew-
able power generation capacity
by 2032.NTPC currently has a
little over 2 GW renewable
energy capacity. A total of 22

implementation. In addition,
NTPC REL is developing one
UMREPP of 4.75 GW capacity
inRann of Kutch, Gujarat.

The company has also
entered into a joint venture
agreement with DVC for devel-
oping renewable energy parks
and projects.

As a step towards achieving this target, NTPC Renewable Energy Limited (NTPC REL), a wholly -owned subsidiary
of NTPC, has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Government of Rajasthan for the
development of a 10 GW Ultra Mega Renewable Energy Power Park in Rajasthan.

The MOU signing marks another step toward achieving the Renewable Capacity addition targets of NTPC. In less
than 2 years since its inception, NTPC REL has won 4 GW Renewable Energy capacity by bidding on various

tenders which are under different stages of implementation.
Additionally, NTPC REL is developing one UMREPP of 4.75 GW capacity in Rann of Kutch, Gujarat, and NTPC REL
has entered into a Joint Venture Agreement with DVC for developing RE Parks and Projects.

Recently Railway Protection Force to bring attention to the menace of NDPS, a month-long pan-india drive

against the smuggling of narcotics through rail, was launched under the code name Operation
in the month of June-2022.

A.
B.
C.

Operation Aahat
Operation Satark
Operation Narcos
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D. Operation Suraksha
E. None of the above

Railway Protection Force as one of the law enforcement agencies has gained prominence in recent times. RPF
has been empowered to conduct search, seizure, and arrest under NDPS Act since April 2019 and has been
actively participating in the efforts of the Government to restrict this illegal trade.

To bring attention to the menace of NDPS, a month-long pan-Indian drive against the smuggling of narcotics
through rail was launched under the code name Operation “NARCOS” in the month of June-2022.

Under this operation, RPF has performed excellently against the carriers/transporters of Narcotics products
through Indian Railways.

Indian Railways plays a leading role in the transportation of passengers and goods and has the widest network
in India, that is why long-distance trains are often used by offenders to smuggle the NDPS into different states
disguising drug carriers as common passengers.

Recently Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the tihan Testbed, a unique, first-of-its-kind, state-of-the-
art, futuristic "autonomous navigation” facility to develop unmanned ground and aerial vehicles for

Autonomous Navigation at
A. IIT Madras

IIT Hyderabad

lIT Bombay

IIT Delhi

None of the above

mMOoOO W

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology; Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Earth Sciences; mos PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh
inaugurated first-of-its-kind, state-of-the-art “Autonomous Navigation” facility to develop unmanned ground
and aerial vehicles in the lIT Hyderabad campus.

Funded by the Union Ministry of Science & Technology at a budget of Rs.130 crore, the “Technology Innovation
Hub on Autonomous Navigation” is a multidisciplinary initiative, which will make India a global player in the
futuristic and next-generation “Smart Mobility" technology”.

The Minister also appreciated that IIT Hyderabad has established a new Post-Graduation course of M.Tech in
“Smart Mobility”, which is the first of its kind in India.

The Minister said, the vision of tihan-1ITH, is to become a global player for next-generation smart mobility
technologies and the Ministry of Science & Technology has come forward to support this initiative, which will be
a trendsetter for others as well.
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India’s mobility sector is one of the world’s largest markets and the tihan - IITH will be the source of futuristic
technology generation for autonomous vehicles. He also added that the tihan-1ITH testbed on Autonomous
Navigations (Aerial & Terrestrial) will allow us to test the next generation autonomous navigation technologies
accurately and allow faster technology development and global market penetration.
Under this national mission, IIT Hyderabad has been awarded the Technology Innovation Hub in the
technological vertical of ‘Autonomous Navigation and Data Acquisition Systems (UAVs, ROVs. etc.)’. NMICPS
Technology Innovation Hub on Autonomous Navigation Foundation (TiHAN) is a multi-disciplinary initiative,
including researchers from Electrical Engineering, Computer Science and Engineering, Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Mathematics, Design, Liberal Arts, and Entrepreneurship at IIT Hyderabad. TiHAN
is recognized as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organization (SIRO) by the Department of Scientific and

Industrial Research.

State Government Signed a pact Spices Board to
establish a quality evaluation laboratory and training center for
spices.

A. Assam

B. Odisha

C. Kerala

D. Telangana

E. None of the above

Assam government and Spices Board will establish a quality evaluation
laboratory and training center for spices in Guwahati to help develop
the region's spice industry.

The Chief Minister emphasized the importance of Assam in spice
production, saying his state can leverage its potential to become a
major hub for post-harvest processing and value addition of spices
from the North-Eastern region, as well as one of the major exporting
hubs.

India produces 75 of the 109 ISO-listed varieties of spices and has
emerged as the world's largest producer, consumer, and exporter.

of technology and services in .
A. Hyderabad

Spices quality evaluation
lab to come up in Guwahati

OURBUREAU
Kochi, July 1
The Assam government and the
Spices Board will establishaqual-
ity evaluation laboratory and
training centre for spices at
Guwahati for developing the
spices industry further in the re-
gion, said State Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma.
Emphasising the importance
of Assam in spice production,
Sarma said his State can leverage
its potential for becoming a ma-
jor hub for post-harvest pro-
cessing and value addition of
spices from the North-Eastern re-
gion. It will also aim to become
one of the major exporting hubs.
Steps are being taken to make
the best use of schemes such as
PM-DevINE, One District One
Product, and to convert the ‘by-
default organic’ tag of spices to
‘certified organic’ or ‘organic by
design’, Sarma said. He was in-
augurating the International
Buyer Seller Meetand Spices Con-

clave (IBSM), organised by Spices
Board at Guwahati.

India produces75of 109 variet-
ies of spices listed by ISO and has
emerged as the world’s largest
producer, consumer, and ex-
porter. The North-East has ac-
quired special attention, owing
to the quality of organic spices.
Assam produces nearly 3.1 lakh
tonnes of spices annually.

Tage Taki, Arunachal Pradesh
Minister for Agriculture, stressed
the need for adequate techno-
logy and institutional support to
further develop the spices sector
of the North-Eastern region. D
Sathiyan, Secretary, Spices Board,
said the International Buyer
Seller Meet and Spices Conclave
has been envisaged to promote
the indigenous spices of the
eight North-Eastern States.

The programme aims to cre-
ate direct trade links for the indi-
genous, high-quality spices of
the region with both national
and international buyers.

12. Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the new 'smart' campus of Bosch India, a leading supplier
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B. Bengaluru

C. Pune

D. Noida

E. None of the above

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
virtually inaugurated the new 'smart’
campus of Bosch India, a leading
supplier of technology and services in
Bengaluru built for Rs 800 crore.

It is a special year for both India and
Bosch India, as the nation celebrates
75 years of Independence and Bosch
celebrates a century of its presence in
India,

Hundred years ago, Bosch came to

India as a German company, and now

it is as much Indian as German. This is

a great example of German

engineering and Indian energy.

By converting its headquarters in Adugodi,

announced that it is increasing its AloT (Artificial Intelligence of Things) efforts in that country.

Recently, the Union Agriculture
Minister inaugurated the centenary
year celebrations of the National Dairy
Research Institute (NDRI). Where was
NDRI established in the year 1923?

A. Bangalore

B. Karnal

C. Surat

D. Bhopal

E. None of the above

PMopens Bosch’s smart campus in Bengaluru

ISHA RAUTELA

Bengalury, june 30

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi virtually inaugurated
Bosch's new campus in
Bengaluru, built at a cost of
$100 million. The 76-acre
Spark.NXT campus features
multiple smart solutions
based on sustainability, secur-
ity, and user experience for as-
sociates, visitors, and facility
management.

“The smart campus will
take a lead in the develop-
ment of futuristic products
and solutions for India and
for the world,” said the Prime
Ministeri.

The auto ancillaries major
with a workforce of 31,500
and 22,000 crore in annual
revenues, is celebrating its
centenary in India. It has 16
manufacturing sites, and
seven development and ap-
plication centres in the
country.

Soumitra Bhattacharya,
Managing Director, Bosch Ltd
and president of the Bosch

Group, India, said, “We started
our Make in India and Make in
Karnataka ~ manufacturing
journey 69 years ago. Today,
with our new Spark.NXT cam-
pus, the company continues
to invest in smart and sustain-
able solutions that are ‘Inven-
ted for life".

Filiz Albrecht, board mem-
ber of management and dir-
ector of Industrial Relations,
Robert Bosch GmbH,
said, “Over the last five years,
Bosch India has invested one
billion euros in upscaling and
will invest another billion
euros in the next five years in
various training programmes
for artificial intelligence, soft-
ware, electromobility, etc,”
she added.

“We are is happy to have In-
dia’s largest smart campus
here. Bengaluru, has been a
technology hub and houses
the largest number of R&D
centres across the globe. This
campus is another feather to
its cap,” said Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai.

Bosch employees at the maugurallon of the Bosth 'S campus
in Bengaluru, on Thursday i

2 apps launched as NDRI turns 100

Union agri minister exhorts scientists to expedite research work

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, JULY 1

Union Minister of Agricul-
ture and Farmers Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar here
today inaugurated year-long
programmes of the ICAR-
NDRI on the completion of
100 years of the premier dairy
institute of the country.

He dedicated a pillar
depicting the history of the
NDRI, and also an “oxygen
park” on the occasion. He
launched an app “Mahishi
Mitra™ which will help detect
heat among animals with the
help of saliva drop. When the
drop of saliva of animal will
be taken as a photograph, the
app will tell whether the ani-
mal is in heat or not. The min-
ister also inaugurated anoth-
er app for climate-related
advisory.

Addressing the scientists
during the centenary
anniversary programme (100

Union Minister Narendra Singh Tomar in Karnal on Friday.

SHIFTED TO KARNAL IN 1955

= NDRI was established on July 1, 1923, in Bangalore.
=it was shifted to Karnal in 1955 and later made a

deemed university in 1989.

®n 100 years, the institute has achieved various goals in
the field of dairy research, education and extension.

years’ of excellence in dairy
science), the Tomar exhorted
them to expedite the research
work. “The NDRI has com-
pleted 100 years and it has
done tremendous work, but

still a lot needs to be done,”

e Union Minister also
appealed to scientists to
adopt 100 villages of the dis-
trict under the “Azadi

Amrit Mahotsav” pro-
gramme to promote dairy
farming.

He said dairy farming
played a vital role in ecomony
and would help in doubling
farmers’ income. He also
urged scientists to focus on
enhancing the milk quality.

NDRI Director, Dr Manmo-
han Singh Chauhan, high-
lighted the achievements of
the institution. He said sever-
al programmes would be
organised during this year.

On being asked about the
allegations levelled by the
SKM that the Union Govern-
ment did not form any com-
mittee for the MSPE. Union
Minister Tomar said the gov-
ernment was ready to form
the committee to review the
implementation of the guar-
anteed MSP on the crop, but
the SKM had not submitted
the names. “We have not
received names for the SKM
for the commiittee,” he added.
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Centenary year celebrations of the
National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI)
inaugurated by Union Agriculture
Minister, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar.
Inaugurating the celebrations at NDRI in
Karnal (Haryana), the Minister said India
ranks first in the world in terms of most
agricultural products.
He said that in its hundredth year, the NDRI should adopt 100 villages in the country and develop animal
husbandry in them.

He also released the centenary logo. He inaugurated the Oxygen Park.

He inaugurated the Centenary Commemorative Pillar based on 100 years of achievements of the Institute.
National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI):
NDRI was established in Bangalore in the year 1923.

In 1955, its headquarters was moved to Karnal, Haryana.

Dr. M.S. Chauhan is its current director.

Recently PM Narendra Modi inaugurated
Digital India Week 2022. What is the theme for

Digital India Week 2022?

A.

B.
C.
D.

Transforming India into a Digital Society
Catalyzing New India’s Techade
India and the Digital Economy

None of the above

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated Digital India
Week 2022 at Gandhinagar in Gujarat on 04
July 2022.
‘Catalyzing New India’s Techade’ is the theme
for Digital India Week 2022.

On this occasion, PM also launched ‘Digital
India Bhashini’. It will enable easy access to the
internet and digital services in Indian
languages.
PM also launched ‘Digital India GENESIS’ Gen-
next Support for Innovative Startups. It is a

India leading the world
in digital revolution: PM

At Digital India Week, Modi launches multiple portals

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said that
India was leading the world
in the digital revolution as
the government’s use of dig-
ital technology in welfare
and governance delivery is
changing the lives of the pe-
ople of the country.

Mr. Modi launched multi-
ple digital portals at the on-
going Digital India Week
2022, including a single sign-
in portal Meri Pehchaan,
Digital India Bhashini, Digi-
tal India Genesis, and a
Chips to Startup (C2S) pro-
gramme at an event at
Gandhinagar.

“Around 10 years ago, we
had to stand in queues for
everything from getting a
birth certificate, pay bills or
getting rations from a shop
to getting an admission in a
school or college. Now, we
have eliminated all lines
while going online,” he said
in his speech after opening
the Digital Week, 2022.

“The government’s Digi-
tal India programme has gi-

Narendra Modi

ven relief to the poor from
corruption and it is working
for elimination of middle-
men in all fields,” he said,
adding that the digital tech-
nology in the welfare servic-
es and schemes have
brought in transparency in
the system.

Since 2014, more than ¥23
lakh crore has been trans-
ferred to  beneficiaries
through direct benefit
transfer, or DBT.

With the digitisation of
welfare delivery, around
%2.23 lakh crore could be
saved from going into wrong
hands or middlemen, Mr.
Modi said.

He emphasised the need
to adopt technology or else
remain backward as hap-
pened during the third In-
dustrial Revolution when
the country remained far be-
hind other nations.

During his speech, he
mentioned digital platforms
such as Aadhaar, UPI, Co-
WIN and Digilocker that
have contributed to “ease of
living™ as citizens get servic-
es online without going to
the government offices and
approaching middlemen.

“All programmes
launched in Gandhinagar
are going to strengthen ease-
of-doing business and ease
of living. They will give a fil-
lip to India’s start-up ecosys-
tem. India can proudly claim
that it is not just part of the
Industry 4.0 Revolution but
is actually leading it,” Mr.
Modi said after inaugurating
numerous digital portals for
various services.

He added that the govern-
ment had launched a project
of digital mapping of rural
properties using drones and
other such devices.
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National Deep-tech Startup Platform for
making successful startups in Tier-Il and Tier-lll
cities of India.

The Prime Minister was dedicated to the
citizens ‘MyScheme’ and ‘Meri Pehchaan’.

‘MyScheme’ is a service discovery platform. It facilitates access to Government Schemes.

It aims to offer a one-stop search and discovery portal where users can find schemes that they are eligible for.

‘Meri Pehchaan’ is National Single Sign-On for One Citizen Login. National Single Sign-On is a user authentication

service.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated which edition of GST Day celebrations on 01 July 2022 in New

Delhi?
A. 5th
. 6th
7th
8th
None of the above

mono®

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated celebrations of the 5th
GST Day on 01 July 2022 in New Delhi.

A booklet, GST@5 was also released during the event.

GST Day commemorates the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST).

GST replaced the old indirect tax regime. It was launched on the intervening
night of 30th June and 1st July 2017.

It was launched with the idea of One Nation- One Market- One Tax. It is an
indirect consumption-based tax system.

GST was brought to bring uniformity of tax rates, remove the cascading of
taxes, improve competitiveness, and for facilitating manufacturers and
exporters.

Recently launched "Mission Kushal Karmi" for upskilling
the construction workers in the state/UT.
A. Delhi

Delhi govt launches
programme to upskill
construction workers

Sweta Goswami
sweta.goswami@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment on Wednesday launched
the 'Mission Kushal Karmi’ pro-
gramme under which labourers
registered with the Delhi Build-
ing and Other Construction
Workers Welfare Board will be
offered a skill development train-
ing course. The government will
also provide a sum of at least
34,200 to each worker who takes
the course to compensate for the
loss of work during the 15-day
programme.

The programme was launched
by deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia, who explained that
workers will undergo upskilling
that will help boost their income.
Under the programme, workers
will be trained for 120-hours in
their workplace-like environ-
ment, he added.

“This will help in increasing
the income of workers up to
38,000. The government aims to
train 200,000 workers in a year
under the programme. Construc-
tion companies will also benefit
from these skilled workers. The
programme will be conducted by
the Delhi Skill and Entrepreneur-
ship University (DSEU) along
with Simplex, NAREDCO and
India Vision Foundation,” Sisodia
said.

A senior official aware of the
programme details said DESU is
running training centres at three
places currently and more cen-
tres will be added in the coming

\.I

People are asked to
pay a fee to learn
something. But CM
Arvind Kejriwal’s
govt is paying
workers to learn
new skills.

MANISH SISODIA, deputy (M

days.

“This course is expected to
increase productivity of workers
by 40%. It is expected to increase
the quality of product produced
by 25% and wastage of materials
may decrease by 50%. It will also
help improve domain skills and
soft skills, thereby making the
worker more proficient and con-
fident. Standard safety norms
will also be taught in detail,
thereby increasing the longevity
of work and social security,” the
official said asking not to be
named.

Sisodia said: “People are
bound to pay a fee to learn some-
thing, but chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal's government is giving
money to construction workers
to learn new skills. It usually hap-
pens that people have to go to
some institute to take training,
but this is the first time in the
country that a university will
provide training to workers at
their place of work.”
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B. Ladakh

C. Jammu & Kashmir
D. Haryana

E. None of the above

e The Delhi government launched "Mission Kushal Karmi" for upskilling the
construction workers in the city in collaboration with Delhi Skill and
Entrepreneurship University (DSEU) and Delhi Building and Other
Construction Workers Welfare Board.
e This will help in increasing the income of workers up to Rs 8,000. The government aims to train 2 lakh workers in
a year under this program. Construction companies will also benefit from these skilled workers.

e All the construction workers will be provided with Rs 4200 each.

17. Which of the following will host India's biggest shopping festival in 2023?

A. Delhi

B. Ladakh City to host ‘India’s biggest shopping festival

C. Jammu & Kashmir Delhi Shopping Festival to be held in Feb. 2023: CM savs it will generate thousands of jobs, boost tourism

D. Haryana SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT travel agents and airlines 10 to expand this festival to
NEW DELH provide comfortable travel neighbourhood markets from
The Capital will host a month and lodging arrangements for  the second year onwards.

E' None of the above long shopping festival bet people travelling from out- The Kejriwal government

side to Delhi. Special packag:  had announced hosting the
es will be offered to them,"  shopping festival in its Rozgar

ween January 28 and Febru
ary 26 next year, the Delhi go

vernment announced on the Chief Minister said. Budget, with an outlay of
Wednesday ¥250 crore.
Delhi Shopping Festival, Jobs bonanza The government said that

which the Delhi Chief Minis

e Delhi government will host a 30-day i s kejrval said wil

be lndm's biggest shopping

The Chief Minister in his the opening and closing cere:
statement said the shopping  monies will host 20,000 peo-
festival will provide thou- ple each along with millions
sands of jobs to Delhi's resi-  of online visitors. The big at-
dents. “Most importantly, the  traction at these ceremonies
festival will create thousands  will be performances by not
of jobs. We have made em- ed musicians, film personali-
ployment generation our ties, comedians and dance

festival, aims to attract peo

‘Delhi Shopping Festival' in the She foni aaiiy i woalt
boost local tourism and gen

national capital next year. erate employment for the ci-

ty's residents.

wil ltbe va cble al un nmeu‘wedd scounts’ uu ing Uefew\at

. . . . . riority, which is reflected in  groups. The government said
L] The fest’val, the b’ggest in Indla, Wl” Global ambitions experience the culture and  the world will perform in ov- n,pmr h\|dget and in every i‘haxp‘he s'lrfsing ceremony
In a video statement on Wed-  tradition of the city,” Mr. Kej  er 200 entertainment pro-  speech and interview I've gi-  will showcase a colourful dis
be Organized from January 28 and nesday, the Chief Minister riwal said. grammes during the month-  ven,” Mr. Kejriwal said play of Delhi’s culture.
said that the government He added that all the mar-  long event. The Delhi government will The government officials

. . . . plans to make next s kets, shops and malls of Delhi He added that food would  divide the city into north, also said that a large-scale
February 26, the Chlef m1nlSter Sald event the biggest sho ppmg will be decorated and that also be a major attraction at  south, east, west and central  beautification campaign of

festival in the world over the  products will be available at  the festival, with special food  zones, which will host diffe- the city will be undertaken

H nps COMINg years. unmatched discounts during  walks being planned  rent components of the shop-  before the festival, with street
n What he Called a b'g and an “I invite people from the the festival throughout the month. ping festival during the art, environment friendly in-
entire country and the wi wr‘u The Chief Minister said “The festival will bring to-  month. It will identify 15icon- stallations, and lighting of se-

important" announcement for the
people of Delhi.

e The festival will be held in iconic
markets of Delhi to promote
business growth, create jobs, and
make these markets more popular
and it will help give a major boost to

esidents, cor-  ic markets and 10 malls lect parks, monuments, flyov
ssmen and across all zones to host the ers, buildings, metro and
rnment, as partners.  festival railway stations, airport,
in talks with hotels, The government also plans  ISBT, schools and colleges.

there will be exhibitions on  gether Delhi
spirituality, gaming, technol-  porates,

ogy and health, while artists er,
from across the country and

. . P ] . Tax . — -~

Delhi's economy.

Page 13 of 138
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

guidely

at third amongst the General Category States

respectively.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1&2
B. Only2& 3
C. Only1&3
D. All of the above
E. None of the above

ODISHA BEST IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Top5
© Odisha

@ Uttar Pradesh

© Andhra Pradesh

O Gujarat

© Dadra & Nagar Haveli
and Daman Diu
Bottom 5

€D Ladakh

€5 Meghalaya

€5 Manipur

€) Andaman and
Nicobar Islands

€D Jammu & Kashmir

Nutrition
initiatives
NFSA
coverage,
targeting &
provisioning
of Act

Delivery
platform

Source: Food ministry

Ranking of states/ UTs on implementation of National Food Security Act
. P

respectively.

Daman, and Diu are the top-ranked UT.

Y cwJ
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18. Consider the following statement regarding the 1st edition of the State Ranking Index for NFSA.
1. Odisha has been adjudged the top-ranked State followed by Uttar Pradesh at the 2nd spot and Andhra Pradesh

2. Among the Special Category States/UTs, Tripura stood first followed by Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim

3. The Index for ranking the states and UTs is built on three key pillars i) NFSA— Coverage, targeting and
provisions of the Act, ii) Delivery platform, and iii) Nutrition initiatives.

Odisha ffgures amBng top states in
implementing NFSA: govt report

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JULY 5

THE CENTRE has ranked Odisha
firstand Goa lastamong 20 ‘gen-
eral category’ states and Union
Territories in implementing the
National Food Security Act, 2013,
the first time such a ranking has
been done.

The ‘State Ranking Index for
NFSA'’ report, prepared by the
Department of Food and Public
Distribution, was unveiled by
Union Food Minister Piyush
Goyal during a conference of
state Food Ministers on food and
nutrition security on Tuesday.

Theindexis thefirstofitskind
andis based onthe states’ and UTs'
performance in the implementa-
tion of the NFSA. They are ranked
under three groups — general cat-
egory, special category and UTs
operating in DBT (cash transfer)
mode to provide subsidised food
grains under the NFSA.

The states and UTs have been
ranked on their performance on

ENSURING FOOD SECURITY
How ‘general category’ states ranked in terms of
NFSA implementation
TOP THREE
ke ST (L S [ ot
1 Odisha 0.836
2 Uttar Pradesh 0.797
3 Andhra Pradesh 0.794
BOTTOM THREE
18 Delhi 0.658
19 Chhattisgarh 0.654
20 Goa 0.631
three parameters for the year tiatives of the department”.
2022. The first measures “cover- “Overall, Odisha, Uttar

age of NFSA, rightful targeting,
and implementation of all pro-
visions under NFSA” and the sec-
ond “analyzes the delivery plat-
form while considering the
allocation of foodgrains, their
movement, and last-mile deliv-
ery to Fair Price Shops (FPS)". The
third “focuses on nutrition ini-

Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh
scored the highest and secured
the top three positions in the
Index. The states performed very
well on all the parameters and
indicators governing the imple-
mentation of NFSA through
TPDS (targeted public distribu-
tion system),” says the report.

e Odisha has been adjudged the top-ranked State followed by Uttar Pradesh at the 2nd spot and Andhra Pradesh at
third amongst the General Category States in ‘State Ranking Index for NFSA’.
e Among the Special Category States/UTs, Tripura stood first followed by Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim

e Further, among the 3 UTs where Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)- Cash is operational, Dadra and Nagar Haveli &
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Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Textiles and Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush
Goyal released the 1st edition of ‘State Ranking Index for NFSA’ during the conference of Food Ministers of
States/UTs on ‘Food Nutrition and Security in India’ organized by Department of Food and Public Distribution.
The present Index is largely focused on NFSA Distribution and will include procurement and PMGKAY Distribution

in the future.

The Index for ranking the states and UTs is built on three key pillars which cover the end-to-end implementation

of NFSA through TPDS.

These pillars are: i) NFSA— Coverage, targeting and provisions of the Act, ii) Delivery platform, and iii) Nut rition

initiatives.

19. How many states are listed as top achievers

in the recently released assessment report of
States/UTs based on the implementation of
the Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP)
2020?

A. Six
B. Seven
C. Ten
D. Eleven

E. None of the above

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman released
an assessment report of States/UTs based on
the implementation of BRAP 2020.

In the report, seven states are listed as top
achievers in the best performers category.
These states are Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, and
Punjab.

This year, the report classifies states/UTs into
four categories. These categories are Top
Achievers, Achievers, Aspirers, and Emerging
Business Ecosystems.

Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) has been releasing BRAP
since 2014.

AP, Gujarat, TN among Top 7 in
case-of-doing business reforms

/B

A

AT BTy

-

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman releasing the BRAP 2020 report in New Delhi, on Thursday, as

Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal I00KS 0N KAMAL NARANG

Delhi, Bihar, J&K,
Tripura among
laggards, says
BRAP 2020 report

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, june 30

Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, Punjab,
Tamil Nadu and Telangana
were adjudged the top

achievers in implementing
the Business Reform Action
Plan.

The BRAP 2020 report,
which was released by the
Centre on Thursday, ranks
States and Union Territories
on the basis of ease-of-doing
business parameters.

The seven top-ranked
States scored more than 90
per cent in a feedback-based
assessment by the Depart-
ment for Promotion of In-
dustry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT), covering 301 reform
action points.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman released the re-
port at an event attended by
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal, DPIT
Secretary Anurag Jain, gov-
ernment officials and in-
dustry representatives. The
assessment has evolved from
evidence-based to 100 per

cent feedback in a multi-lin-
gual format, Goyal said.

Learning culture

“The purpose of this BRAP ex-
ercise is to infuse a culture
of learning from each oth-
er's best practices and im-
prove upon the business cli-
mate in each State/UT with a
unified objective for India to
emerge as the most favoured
investment destination
across the globe,” he added.

The States that scored
between 80 per cent and 90
per cent to be ranked as
achievers included Himachal
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Ut
tarakhand and Uttar Pra-
desh.

Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Jharkhand, Kerala, Rajasthan
and West Bengal scored
between 50 per cent and 80
per cent and were ranked as
emerging business
ecosystems.

Reform points

Delhi, Bihar, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Da-
man & Diu, Jammu and
Kashmir, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Pu-
ducherry, Tripura and all the
other UTs scored less than 50
per cent and were marked as

emerging business ecosys-
tems.

Feedback could not be ob-
tained for Sikkim, Mizoram,
Arunachal Pradesh, Lakshad-
weep and Ladakh due to in-
sufficient user data. Signific-
antly, in the latest
assessment, the government
replaced a simple ranking of
individual States with a sys-
tem of ranking a band of
States in the same range of
reform completion. The re-
form points cover 15 busi-
ness regulatory areas such as
access to information,
single-window system, la-
bour, environment and sec-
toral reforms.

Sectoral reforms were in-
troduced in the ranking for
the first time, with 72 re-
forms identified across nine
sectors, including trade li-
cence, healthcare, legal met-
rology, cinema halls, hospit-
ality, fire NOC (no-objection
certificate), telecom, movie
shooting and tourism.

DPIT has released five edi-
tions of BRAP since 2014. In
BRAP 2019, released in
September 2020, Andhra Pra-
desh topped the charts, fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh, Tel-

angana, Madhya Pradesh
and Jharkhand.
Tripura, Sikkim and

Odisha were the laggards.
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e So far 4 editions of the assessment of
States/UTs have been released. The latest
edition is the assessment of BRAP 2020.

e About Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP)

2020: .

e [tincludes 301 reform points. They cover 15 Andhra, GUJa rat amOng
business regulatory areas such as Access to [ : [
Information, Single Window System, Labour, top a.Chlevers In €ase
Environment, Sectoral Reforms, and other Of dOIng bUSIneSS
reforms.

e Sectoral reforms have been introduced in BRAP
2020 with 72 reforms across 9 key sectors.

e Top Achievers category

e 7 states (Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat,
Haryana, Karnataka, and Punjab)

* Achievers category (Achievers™ |
R (States with scores above (States with scores between
e 6 states (Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, | 90%in BRAP2020) 80% and 90%, in 2020)
Odisha, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh) m Andhra Pradesh ® Himachal Pradesh
° Aspirers Category a GUJal'at B Madhya Pradesh
7 States (Assam, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Keral idiale Jiiiiie
° tates (Assam, attisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Kerala, SN T T
Rajasthan, and West Bengal) o Punj.ab I
e Emerging Business Ecosystems category . Talm" Nadu o UtiarProdas
. . . W Telangana
e 11 states and UTs (Andaman & Nicobar, Bihar, Chandigarh, '| , , _ .
n alphabetical order, doesn't reflect any particular ranking
Daman & Diu, and Dadra & Nagar Haveli’ De[hi’ Jammu & BRAP: Business Reforms Action Plan; Source: DPIT
Kashmir, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Puducherry, and
Tripura)

20. Consider the following statement regarding National
Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS)
1. The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) announced that National Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme (NAPS) will be a part of the Direct Beneficiary Transfer (DBT) scheme.
2. It was launched on August 19, 2016, to promote apprenticeship training in the country and to provide financial
support to establishments undertaking an apprenticeship.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1

8. Onlv2 MSDE launches DBT scheme to extend direct monetary support to apprentices
. Only

Posted On: 02 JUL 2022 5:54PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) today announced that National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) will be a part of Direct

Beneficiary Transfer (DBT) scheme, providing direct government benefits to all apprentices. Earlier companies used to pay apprentices the entire amount and then seek

Click Here For Grand Bundle PDF

reimbursement from the government. With the launch of the DBT scheme. the government will directly transfer its contribution to bank accounts of apprentices through
Narional Skill Development Corporation (INSDC), 25% of the stipend payable up to Rs. 1300/~ per month.
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C. Both 1&2
D. None of the above

The Ministry of Skill Six Indian States sign Declaration of
Development and Intent to combat human trafficking
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) Abhinay Deshpande EFDENORD: aey g R 15
today announced that @ UPDATED: JULY 02, 2022 14:56 IST

National Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme (NAPS)
will be a part of the Direct
Beneficiary Transfer (DBT)
scheme.

SHARE ARTICLE | ¥ < 3 = ®0 | BPRINT | , | | A

With the launch of the DBT scheme, the government will
directly transfer its contribution to the bank accounts of e
apprentices through National Skill Development REGIONAL consuirs
Corporation (NSDC), with 25% of the stipend payable up to
Rs. 1500/- per month.

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS) was
launched on August 19, 2016, to promote apprenticeship
training in the country and to provide financial support to
establishments undertaking an apprenticeship. The
program aims to motivate employers to hire apprentices
and aid them in discovering the right job roles while The first of its kind agreement focusses on joint efforts on intelligence

. e . . . . . athering and sharing; legal and witness protection; and rehabilitation
maximizing their potential through in-depth skill ‘j’n d caregfor Suwivorf_ 8 ;

ON
3 WORKING TOGETHER TO cOMBAT Hu

Women and Child welfare representatives from six Indian States sign an Inter-State Declaration of Intent to work in
collaboration to combat human trafficking. | Photo Credit: Special Arrangement

development.
Remaining articles this month
Start 14 Days Free Trial or Subscribe to The Hindu
. Women and Child welfare representatives from six Indian States — Andhra

Recently how many states signed an Inter-State PR KRR e, Ot T Ay Gl e aighedn
Declaration of Intent to work in collaboration to combat Inter-State Declaration of Intent to work in collaboration to combat trafficking
trafficking in persons. i
A 5 The first of its kind agreement focusses on joint efforts on intelligence
B. 6 gathering and sharing; legal and witness protection; and rehabilitation and care

for survivors. The declaration concluded the two-day Regional Consultation to
C 4 Combat Human Trafficking, which was hosted by Telangana government in
D. 3 collaboration with non-profits Prajwala and Shakti Vahini. The U.S. Consulates

General in Hyderabad and Kolkata supported the conference.
E. None of the above
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e Women and Child welfare representatives from six Indian
states — Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Odisha,
Tamil Nadu, and Telangana — signed an Inter-State
Declaration of Intent to work in collaboration to combat
trafficking in persons.

e The first-of-its-kind agreement focuses on joint efforts on intelligence gathering and sharing; legal and witness
protection; and rehabilitation and care for survivors.

e The declaration concluded the two-day Regional Consultation to Combat Human Tradfficking, which was hosted
by the Telangana government in collaboration with non-profits Prajwala and Shakti Vahini. The U. S. Consulates
General in Hyderabad and Kolkata supported the conference.

e The Regional Consultation to Combat Human Trafficking took place on July 1 and July 2.

e The U. S. government partnered with State governments to organize a series of consultations to bring together
State-level stakeholders, including government Departments, legal services, law enforcement, and child
protection.

22. Recently CBSE Board launched a portal named to connect students, school regional offices and
CBSE board headquarters to integrate examination-related processes.

Pariksha Dost

Pariksha Sangam

Pariksha Mitra

Pariksha Saathi

None of the above

e CBSE Board launched a portal named ‘Pariksha Sangam’ on 3 July to connect students, school regional offices,
and CBSE board headquarters to integrate examination-related processes. A single window will from now be
available for board examination results, sample papers, and other details.

e CBSE’s pariksha Sangam portal can be accessed at ‘parikshasangam.cbse.gov.in’. The portal is divided into three
parts, namely- Schools (Ganga), Regional Offices (Yamuna), and Head Office (Saraswati).

moO O ®>

e The ‘School section’ contains all tools that will improve ease in services concerning pre-exam, exam, and post-
exam activities. Students can find exam reference material like circulars, curriculum, sample papers, and question
banks from here.

e The ‘School section’ contains all
tools that will improve ease in
services concerning pre-exam,
exam, and post-exam activities.

Students can find exam reference
material like circulars, curriculum,
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sample papers, and question banks
from here.

23. The world’s largest innovation center
"T-Hub 2.0" has been inaugurated in
which city?

A. Pune

Guwahati

Hyderabad

Mumbai

None of the above

®

mo o

startups.

Asia in terms of attracting funds.

scheme?

A. Only 1
B. Only 2

T-Hub 2.0, world’s biggest innovation
campus, inaugurated in Telangana

5.82 lakh sq ft facility
to support 20,000
start-ups in the

next five years

KV KURMANATH

Hyderabad, June 28

Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao has in-
augurated T-Hub 2.0, the
world’s biggest innovation
campus, with an aim “to in-
cubate the next generation
of start-ups” that could be-
come strong pillars of the
country’s economy.

“Young India is an aspira-
tional India. It wants to be
challenged and seeks to
compete globally. Our gov-
ernment recognised this as-
pirational India early on
and wanted to put young
India on the global map,”
he said.

The Chief Minister later
felicitated 21 unicorns with
an aggregate valuation of

Which of the following statement is correct?

Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao inaugurating the
World’s largest innovation campus in Hyderabad speciAL ARRANGEMENT

$50 billion. T-Hub Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer M Srinivas
Rao said that the organisa-
tion targetted to support
over 20,000 start-ups in the
next five years.

“We will focus on vertic-
als such as electric vehicles,
mobility, healthtech, enter-
prise tech, gaming and arti-
ficial intelligence,” he said.

1. It is an Asian Development Bank-supported central sector scheme.
2. It will help the MSME sector in becoming more resilient, competitive, and efficient.

He said T-Hub will be rep-
licating the hubs in Odisha
and a few other States.

“The new phase of T-Hub
will have an enhanced fo-
cus on internationalisation
and capacity building with
new foreign partnerships
with countries like
Bangladesh and Uzbek-
istan,” he said.

e Hyderabad-based startups are providing valuable contributions in IT, life sciences, aerospace, etc.

Located at the IT hub of
Raidurg, the T-shaped struc-
ture has a built space of
5.82 lakh sq ft. It will house
all the innovation ecosys-
tem players, including
start-ups, corporates, in-
vestors and academia.

Biggest campus

With a capacity of 1,000
seats, the hub allocates
18,000 sq ft for the Confed-
eration of Indian Industry
(CII) and AIC T-Hub Founda-
tion.

The seventh floor is as-
signed to the Department
of Science and Technology's
(DST) Centre of Excellence
to promote artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and machine
learning (ML).

The eighth and ninth
floors are proposed for the
Japan International Cooper-
ation Agency (JICA) project,
along with social impact
start-ups and young entre-
preneurs (Y-Hub).

e Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao inaugurated the world’s largest innovation center in Hyderabad.
e T-Hub 2.0, the world’s largest innovation center, has been inaugurated to incubate the next generation of

e Itis phase 2 of the T-Hub, which will support 2,000 startups in a total built-up area of 5,82,689 square feet.

e T-Hub will help young Indians to launch their startups with a collaborative innovation ecosystem.
e Telangana’s startup ecosystem is among the top10 global ecosystem in affordable talent and it is in the top 15 in

24. Which of the following statements is correct about the Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP)
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C. Both1&2

D. None ofthe above PM launches scheme to
strengthen MSME sector

e PM Narendra Modi addressed Udyami PRESS TRUST OF INDIA ~ ister’sEmployment Generation
. . New Delhi, June 30 Programme’ (PMEGP) to ram

Bharat Programme in New Delhi. : ‘ uptghe MS Mg(secm ) v

. PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA He also digitally transferred

* PM Narendra Modi also launched several Modi on Thursday said his gov- ‘%“ assistance to beneficiaries of

schemes and programs and distributed ernment is tak?ng nlegsures to 5 PMEGP for 2022-2 3,

help small businesses increase y ‘ ‘ announced resultsof the MSME

National MSME Awards. exportsand is framing new poli- Idea Hackathon, 2022, distrib-

. . cies that will help the sector uted National MSME Awards,

e He launched the Raising and Accelerating realise its potential. | ‘ 2022,and issued Digital Equity

Launchingseveral keyinitia- Certificatesto 75 MSMEsin the

MSME Performance (RAMP) Scheme and tives for micro, small and Self Reliant India (SRI) Fund.
P T . . medium enterprises (MSMEs) PM Modi during the Udyami Modi said that the govern-
Cap acity B u:Idmg O_f First-Time MSME at the ‘Udyami Bharat’ pro- Bharat programme mentistaking measurestohelp
gramme, the Prime Minister organised by the MSME MSME in increasing exports.
Exporters Scheme and the newf eatures O‘f emphasised thatitisimportant ~ Ministry in New Delhi e The Indian Mission abroad has
the 'Prime Minister's Employment for India’s MSME sector to be been told towork on this.
ploy strong for increasing India’s undertaken by the government Addressing the event, Modi
. g g y the gy g
Generation Program (PMEGP). exportsandforIndia’sproducts ~ are linked with the qualityand  said that the Missions are being
toreach new markets. promotion of MSMEs. evaluated on three parameters
e He announced the results of the MSME Idea “Our government is takin, Modi launched key initia- i.e. trade, technology and
decisi 5 d maki l'g tiveslikeRaisi dAy ! tourism. He ob: dthgytd'ff
s L e . ecisionsand makingnewpoli- tiveslike‘RaisingandAccelerat-  tourism.He observed that diffi-
Hackathon 2022 and distribute National cies keepingin mindyourabil- ing MSME Performance’ cultyin getting loans without
ity and the immense potential (RAMP) scheme, ‘Capacity guaranteeswasamajorobstacle
MSME Awards 2022. of this sector,”he added. Building of First-Time MSME forthevulnerable sectionsofthe
e He also issued D,'gita[ Equity Cert,‘ficates to He said that the initiatives  Exporters’(CBFTE) schemeand  society to pursue the path of

launched and other measures  newfeatures of the’Prime Min-  entrepreneurship.

75 MSMEs in Self Reliant India (SRI) Fund.

e The government had launched several initiatives for MSMEs like MUDRA Yojana, Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme, and Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI), etc.

e MSMEs’ share in India’s exports is around 48 percent over the last few years. MSMEs contribute around one-third
to India’s GDP.

e Note:

e The Raising and Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) program is a World Bank-supported central sector
scheme. It will help the MSME sector in becoming more resilient, competitive, and efficient.

e ‘Capacity Building of First-Time MSME Exporters’ (CBFTE) scheme has been launched to improve the quality of
MSMIE products at par with international standards.

25. Consider the following statement regarding Alluri Sitarama Raju.
1. PM Modi recently unveiled a 30-foot bronze statue of revolutionary freedom fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju in
Bhimavaram, Andhra Pradesh (AP).

2. This was launched to kick off the 125th birth anniversary celebrations of Alluri Sitarama Raju.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1

Page 20 of 138
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

guidely

B. Only 2
C. Bothl1&2
D. None of the above

e PM Maodi recently unveiled a 30-
foot bronze statue of revolutionary
freedom fighter Alluri Sitarama
Raju in Bhimavaram, Andhra
Pradesh (AP).

e This was launched to kick off the
125th birth anniversary
celebrations of Alluri Sitarama Raju.

e Noting its confluence with events
such as the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav and the 100th
anniversary of the Rampa
Rebellion, the PM referred to AP as
the land of warriors.

during the reorganization of districts.

A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
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‘Dhyana Mandir to be built at Alluri birthplace’

PM attends his
125th birth
anniversary fete

RAJULAPUDI SRINIVAS
BHIMAVARAM

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said an Al-
luri Dhyana Mandir would
be constructed at Mogallu,
the birthplace of freedom
fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju,
in West Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh.

Mr. Modi, along with Go-
vernor Biswa Bhusan Hari-
chandan, Chief Minister Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy and Un-
ion Minister for Tourism and
Culture G. Kishan Reddy,
kick-started the year-long
125th birth anniversary cele-
brations of Manyam Veeru-
du Alluri Sitarama Raju,
here.

The Prime Minister vir-
tually unveiled the 30-foot
bronze statue of Alluri Sita-
rama Raju at ASR Nagar.

Which of the following statement is correct?

event in Bhimavaram on Monday. =e1i

Addressing a meeting at
Chinna Amaram village in
Kalla Mandal, Mr. Modi re-
called the services of Alluri
and other tribal leaders who
sacrificed their lives in the
freedom struggle. The sacrif-
ices of the great leaders
would be taken door-to-
door. “We are celebrating
the 125th Jayanthi celebra-
tions of Sitarama Raju as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
I am fortunate to attend the

[ ]
Veeresalingam, and Uyyalavada Narasimha Reddy.
e He is believed to have been born in present-day Andhra Pradesh in 1897-98.
[ ]
Godavari into a highly effective guerrilla resistance against the British.
[ ]
[ ]

celebrations along with his
family members,” he said.

Mr. Modi felicitated Alluri
Srirama Raju, great-grand-
son of Alluri Sitarama Raju,
and Bodi Dora, great-grand-
son of Mallu Dora, who parti-
cipated in the freedom strug-
gle in the forests.

There was a huge ap-
plause from the public when
Mr. Modi said in Telugu, Ma-
nyam Veerudu Alluri. Maa
nayakudu Alluri Sitarama

Raju. Telugu veera levara,
deeksha booni saagara. Ma-
ha nayakudu puttina yee ne- -
lameeda kalusu kovatam
adrushtam.

“We are celebrating the
100 years of the Rampa re-
bellion which will be ob-
served across the country.

The memorials of Alluri will :

be constructed at Pandrangi
and Chintapalli villages,” the
Prime Minister said.

Recalling the sacrifices of
Potti Sriramulu, Pingali Ven-
kaiah, Kanneganti Hanu-
manthu, Kandukuri Veere-
salingam  Pantulu
Vuyyalawada  Narasimha
Reddy, Mr. Modi exhor-
ted the youth to join hands
and come forward to fulfil :
the dreams of the freedom
fighters.

Mr. Jagan Mohan Reddy
said in Andhra Pradesh one
district was named after Al-
luri Sitarama Raju, ASR Dis- -
trict, during the reorganisa-
tion of districts.

»

The state has produced great patriots such as Pingali Venkaiah, Kanneganti Hanumanthu, Kandukuri

At a very young age, Raju channeled the discontent of the hill people in Ganjam, Visakhapatnam, and the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said an Alluri Dhyana Mandir would be constructed at Mogallu, the birthplace
of freedom fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju, in the West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh.
Jagan Mohan Reddy said in Andhra Pradesh one district was named after Alluri Sitarama Raju, ASR District,

26. Consider the following statement regarding the Odisha government budget for the financial year 2022-23.
1. Odisha Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari presented Rs 2 lakh crore budget for FY23.
2. Rs 2,664 crore will be spent on the Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana.
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Odisha Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari

presented Rs 2 lakh crore budget for FY23.
The Odisha government tabled the budget
for the financial year 2022-23 in the state

@ guidely
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D. None of the above

assembly.

The budget is focused on strengthening
infrastructure, developing education, and
improving the livelihoods of people.

This year’s Budget is around 17.6 percent

more than last year’s budget.

Rs 1 lakh crore of the total budgetary
estimates is the planned expenditure and
Rs 38,732 crore has been allocated for the

capital outlay.

The proposed expenditure will be financed

through revenue receipts of Rs

1,63,967crore and borrowing and other

receipts of Rs 36,033 crore.

OdishaFMpresentsRs 2lakh
crorebudget for2022-23

Unique Budget Stablisation Fund to besetup

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

disha Finance Min-
ister Niranjan Pujari
on Saturday pre-
sented the annual

budget for 2022-23 in the state
Assemblywith an outlay of Rs
2,00,000 crore .

The unique feature of the
budget was the creation of a
Budget Stabilisation Fund,
firstof its kind in the country
, as a mitigation measure to
neutralise the risk of price
shock of metals on the state
budget.

This would help the state
tosetaside certain surplus rev-
enue for times of unexpect-
ed revenue shortfall or bud-
get deficit, he said.

Presenting the budget the
Finance Minister said over the
last 22 years there has been
17 fold increase in budget
size and this year it touched
Rs 2,00, 000 crore.

The outlay is proposed to
be financed mainly through
revenue receipts of Rs 1,63,967
crore and borrowing and
other receipts of Rs 36,033
crore.

The total revenuereceipts
for 2022-23 included state’s
share in central taxes for Rs
36,978 crore, state’s own tax

- n 1

The unique feature of
the budget was the
creation of a Budget
Stabilisation Fund,
first of its kind in the
country , as a mitiga-
tion measure to neu-
tralise the risk of
price shock of metals
on the state budget.

revenue for Rs 46,000 crore,
own non tax revenue for rs
48,200 crore and grants from
centre for Rs 32,789 crore.

Pujari said the programme
expenditure has shown a 28
fold increase and capital
spending has increased by
about 50 times during the
same period.

He even projected agrowth
rate of 8 to 8.5 percent.

Like previous years the
budget was presented in two
parts— agriculture budget and
general budget .

Theallocation for the farm-
ers scheme KALIA has
increased to Rs 1874 crorewhile
MSME & Startup promotion
as well as the industrial sec-
torgot 29 per cent more than
the previous year at Rs 1269
crore.

The government'’s flag-
ship Mission Shakti pro-
gramme was provided with Rs

T

2000 crore while the MUKTA
scheme received Rs 700 crore.

Pujari also made a provi-
sion of Rs 50 crore to promote
use of Electric Vehicles while
Rs 1325 crore was allocated for
the ABADHA scheme in Puri.

The total programme
expenditure outlay for 2022-
23 will be Rs 1,00,000 crore
which constitute 50 per cent
of the budget size, said the
Finance Minister.

Pujarisaid Rs,32,596 crore
has been allocated for devel-
opment of SC/STS for iden-
tified schemes in the pro-
gramme budget, Rs 27,324
crore for education and skills
sector, Rs 21,166 crore for
Agriculture and allied sec-
tors.He said revenue surplus
is projected at 2.5 per cent of
GSDP and the fiscal deficitkept
within the prescribed limit of
3 per cent of GSDP.

The capital outlay in 2022-
23is Rs 38,732 crore which is
about 5.4 per cent of the GSDP
and 56 per cent increase over
the previous year .

He proposed to provide Rs
12,624 crore for public health
care, Rs 2664 crore for BSKY.

Pujari allocated Rs 27,324
crore for education and skill
development.

The Ministersaid Odisha
is fast emerging as the man-

ufacturing hub of eastern
India. so far about 5.4 lakh
MSME been established
with an investment of near-
ly Rs 25,700 crore generating
more than 19 lakh employ-
ment.

He said during 2022-23
the government has planned
to bring additional 2.80 lakh
hectares of agriculture land
under irrigation coverage to
improve crop production and
productivity.CM Naveen Pat-
naik described the budget as
“progressive, pro-poor and
development oriented”.

T'he Capital spending will |

increase by more than 56%,
which will foster growth, he
said.

Separate Budget for Mis-
sion Shakti with allocation
of Rs.2000 crore will further
deepen our engagement with
70lakh women of our State ,he
noted.

The initiative to create a
“Budget Stabilization Fund”
will help in mitigatingany rev-
enue shock in future.

The Budget is in line with
our transformational agenda
under “5T" and “Mo Sarkar”,
he stated.

Opposition BJP, Congress
and the left parties described
the budgetas ‘disappointing
and directionless”.

For 2022-23, the state's share in central taxes was Rs 36,978 crore. The state government’s tax revenue was Rs
46,000 crore and non-tax revenue was Rs 48,200 crore.
The capital spending will increase by more than 56 percent. The government will allocate Rs 2,000 crore for
‘Mission Shakti’.
Rs 547 crore has been proposed for the development of rail projects in the state. Rs 2,664 crore will be spent on
the Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana.

Rs 27,324 crore has been allocated to the education and skill development sector.

Where is the third International Drone Expo organized from 06-07 July 2022?

A

B.
C.
D
E.

. New Delhi
Chennai

Surat

. Bhopal

None of the above

The third International Drone Expo is being organized at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi.
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It is being organized from 06-07 July 2022. Nexgen Exhibitions Pvt. Ltd. is its organizer.

It is a platform to connect with buyers and industry stakeholders.

It is a display of capabilities, Drone & Anti Drone/UAV and Unmanned Systems for various applications.
It is supported by the Electronic Security Association of India.

2nd International Drone Expo was held on 18-19 August 2021 in New Delhi.

Recently Indian Army organized “SURAKSHA MANTHAN 2022” on aspects of Border & Coastal Security in

Jaisalmer
Belaghat
Pulwama
Jodhpur

moow>

None of the above

Indian Army organized “SURAKSHA MANTHAN 2022” on aspects of Border & Coastal Security in Jodhpur.

It was organized by the Desert Corps of the Indian Army.

It was jointly presided by Shri Pankaj Kumar Singh, VS Pathania, and Rakesh Kapoor.

A joint training calendar was also formulated for interoperability and jointness amongst the security forces.
It was decided that current security threats and challenges will be added in the forthcoming e xercises.
Interoperability, operational cohesion, and logistics will be the key factor in enhancing the security near
International Boundary (IB) and coastal areas.

Recently state Forest department launch the ‘Save Chenkurinji’ campaign.
A. Kerala

B. Odisha

C. Karnataka

D. Tamil Nadu

E. None of the above

Kerala's Forest department to launch the ‘Save Chenkurinji’ campaign. Gluta Travancore, an endemic species of
Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve is locally known as ‘Chenkurinji’.

The Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary has got its name from this endemic species.

This species was present abundant in the southern parts of Aryankavu Pass but now its presence has almost
ended in the area.
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‘Chenkurinji’ is very sensitive to climate change. At present, it has very low regeneration performance.
Most of the trees of this endemic species are old with poor flowering and fruiting rates.

‘Chenkurinji’ were earlier generally found in the Pandimala, Vilakkumaram, and Rosemala regions.

It has many medicinal benefits like lowering blood pressure and is used in the treatment of arthritis.
The ‘Save Chenkurinji’ campaign will be implemented in the areas under the Achencoil Forest Division.
The government has identified 75 schools where Chenkurinji will be planted with the help of students.

‘Kharchi Festival’ is mainly celebrated in which of the following states?
A. Himachal Pradesh

B. Goa

C. Andhra Pradesh

D. Tripura

E. None of the above

‘Kharchi Festival’ is one of the most important Hindu festivals in Tripura.

During this festival, fourteen gods and Mother Earth are worshipped.

"Kharchi" word is derived from the word "Khya" which means "Earth". It is mainly observed for the worship of
Earth.

It is celebrated for seven days in the temple premises of the fourteen gods.

It is observed to clean the post-menstrual phase of Mother Earth's menstruation. It generally starts in July on the
eighth day of the new moon.

Recently Government launched campaign to celebrate International Coastal Cleanup
Day to create awareness about marine litter, minimal use of plastics, segregation at source and waste
management.

A. Project Bandhan

B. Project Sagar Manthan

C. Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar

D. Project Sagar

E. None of the above

The government launched the ‘Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar’ campaign to celebrate International Coastal
Cleanup Day.
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Coast Guard will also be part of this initiative.
waste management.

“Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar”.

17th September 2022.

registration for cleaning activities.

32

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1
B. Only 2
C. Bothl1&2

D. None of the above

e India added 540 species to its faunal
database in 2021 taking the total number of
animal species to 1,03,258. The country also
added 315 taxa to the Indian flora in 2021,
taking the number of floral taxa in the
country to 55,048.

e Of the 540 faunal species, 406 are
discoveries and 134 new records in India.
Thirteen new genera were also discovered in
2021. Among the new species discovered are

Y cwJ

Consider the following statement regarding India’s flora and fauna.
1. India added 540 species to its faunal database in 2021 taking the total number of animal species to 1,03,258.
2. Of the 540 faunal species, 406 are discoveries and 134 new records to India.
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e The government with the help of voluntary organizations, and the local society will run a cleanliness campaign
"Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar" along India’s entire coastline.

e This 75-day-long campaign was launched on 3rd July 2022.

e Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), and Indian

e This campaign will create awareness about marine litter, minimal use of plastics, segregation at source, and

o It will be the first-of-its-kind longest coastal cleanup campaign in the world. It will convey the message of

e This coastal cleanup drive will be carried out at 75 beaches and end on "International Coastal Cleanup Day" on

e “Eco Mitram” App has been also launched to spread awareness about the campaign and for the voluntary

e Every year, "International Coastal Clean-Up Day" is celebrated on the third Saturday of September.

India adds 540 species to faunal database

New species Crocidura narcondamica found in the Andaman and Nicobar islands

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

India added 540 species to
its faunal database in 2021
taking the total number of
animal species to 1,03,258.
The country also added 315
taxa to the Indian flora
during 2021, taking the
number of floral taxa in the
country to 55,048.

Of the 540 faunal species,
406 are new discoveries and
134 new records to India.
Thirteen new genera were
also discovered in 2021.
Among the new species
discovered is one species
from mammal, 35 reptiles
and 19 species of pisces.

The new mammal species
discovered is Crocidura
narcondamica, a
white-toothed shrew, from
Narcondam Island of the
Andaman and Nicobar
group of islands.

Among the reptiles
discovered in 2021, notable
is Boiga whitakeri, or
Whitaker’s cat snake, from
the Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

The most number of new
discoveries was from the
faunal group Hymenoptera,
an order of insects,
comprising the sawflies,
wasps, bees, and ants, in
which 80 species, including
one new genus, were
discovered.

Dhriti Banerjee, Director,
Zoological Survey of India
((ZSD, which observed its

107th foundation day on July

1, said scientists from the
2SI had contributed to 68%
of the animal discoveries in

R -y

Union Ministers Bhupender Yadav and Ashwini Kumar

Choubey during an event in Kolkata. «oesasisusHADURI

2021. She pointed out that
during the COVID-19
pandemic, explorations
were greatly hampered, but
they have been renewed
with full vigour now.

With 1.03 lakh species of
fauna, India contributes to
6.1% of faunal diversity in
the world.

The 315 taxa of flora
added to India consist of
298 species and 17
intraspecific taxa as new to
Indian flora. Of these, 204
taxa are new to science and
125 taxa are new
tional records from
India. “Forty-three per cent
novelties published in
various national and
international journals are of
vascular plants; rest are
non-vascular in nature. This

volume records 135
angiosperms, four
pteridophytes, 9
bryophytes, 28 lichens, 98

fungi, 29 algae and 12
microbes,” a note from the
Botanical Survey of India
(BSD) said.

According to the BSI,
regions such as the Western
Ghats and the northeastern
regions have contributed
28% of the total discoveries.
In State-wise analysis, the
most number of discoveries
were made from Kerala with
51 taxa followed by
Maharashtra and Arunachal
Pradesh. In 2021, the floral
discoveries include wild
relatives of many potential
horticultural, agricultural,
medicinal, and ornamental
plants such as begonia,
impatiens (Balsams),
legumes, zingibers and
orchids.

The details of new
discoveries and new records
of fauna and flora were
published by Bhupendra
Yadav, Union Minister of

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, at the
headquarters of the
Zoological Survey of India (
ZSD) in Kolkata on Friday.

Migration of species
Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Yadav said climate
change was no distant
reality and science had been
very categorical on the
issue. The Minister pointed
out that as a consequence of
climate change, a change in
distributional pattern of
vegetation, with species in
high elevation ecosystem
shifting to higher elevation
had already been observed.

“Range shift and
migration of animals is very
much likely; the distribution
of fauna needs to be
monitored and periodically
analysed as a priority study.
Long-term studies on faunal
elements of forests, aquatic,
coastal and marine
ecosystem are essential,”
Mr. Yadav said.

The Minister also pointed
out that the geo-spatial data
of the ZSI would be of great
importance in developing
adaptive spatial planning of
conservation areas.

“Recent findings of ZSI
will be useful in forest
management and support
the national action plan to
combat climate change in
India,” dav said.

The er also pointed
that the ficance of
taxonomists cannot be
neglected but unfortunately
the number of taxonomists
was declining alarmingly.
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one species of mammal, 35 reptiles, and 19
species of Pisces.

e The new mammal species discovered is
Crocidura narcondamica, a white-toothed
shrew, from Narcondam Island of the
Andaman and Nicobar group of islands.

e Among the reptiles discovered in 2021,
notable is Boiga whitakeri, or Whitaker’s cat
snake, from the Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.
e The most number of discoveries was from
the faunal group Hymenoptera, an order of
insects, comprising the sawflies, wasps,
bees, and ants, in which 80 species, including
one new genus, were discovered.
e With 1.03 lakh species of fauna, India contributes to 6.1% of faunal diversity in the world.

33. Recently Maharashtra government has cleared a proposal to rename Aurangabad as

A. Dharashiv Decks cleared
B. Sambhajinagar for renaming
C. Jiwaji Nagar two districts

D. Hari Nagar STAFE REPORTER

E. None of the above M i P

decision to rename Auran-
gabad and Osmanabad dis-
tricts to Sambhajinagar
and Dharashiv, respective-
ly, and passed the proposal
to ive the name of late
e Maharashtra government has cleared a proposal to rename Aurangabad as e s R e
the under construction Na-

Sambhajinagar and Osmanabad as Dharashiv. vi Mumbai international

. . airport'.ﬂ_ )
e The state government has also approved the proposal of the naming upcoming e t,!;;
Navi Mumbai international airport after D B Patil. D

. . the same for years. The Op-
e In 1653, Aurangzeb renamed Fatehnagar as Aurangabad. He shifted his court fi position BIP had mocked
. . . . . . t!1e Sena in the past ques-
Delhi to Aurangabad in 1681 to conduct his military campaigns in the Deccan.  tioning when the decision
on the same will be taken.
The Congress too moved

e ‘Sambhajinagar’ is kept after Sambhaji Bhosale, the second Chhatrapati of the . oposals for renaming. It

had demanded renaming

Maratha Empire. of Pune City to Jijaunagar
and Sewri-Nhava Sheva

H H H H ans hart link 1z
e Osmanabad derives its name from Mir Osman Ali Khan, the last ruler of foraes € A Rtdlen

. . . Congress Minister Sunil Ke-

Hyderabad. It is the seventh-largest city in Marathwada. G el thie o
sal said that the demand
was important and there
was in-principle approval
to it from the Cabinet.
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in the World, 2022 report.
1. The report said that in India, the number of undernourished people stands at
224.3 million in 2019-21
2. The report is jointly prepared by: Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), UNICEF, World Food
Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organisation (WHO).

Which of the following statement is correct?

A.

B.
C.
D

Only 1
Only 2
Both1 &2

. None of the above

34. Consider the following statement regarding the State of Food Security and Nutrition

India’s undernourlshed count dipsto224 mn: UN

YOSHITA SINGH
United Nations, 7 July

The number of undernour-
ished people in India has
declined in the last 15 years
10 224.3 million in 2019-2021,
according to a UN report,
which also said that there are
more obese adults and
anaemic women in the
world's second most popu-
lous country.

The State of Food
Security and Nutrition in the
World 2022 report, issued on
Wednesday by UN agencies

Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO),
International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD), UNICEF, World Food
Programme (WFP) and the

| World Health Organisation
(WHO), said that the number
of people affected by hunger
globally rose to as many as
828 million in 2021, an

| increase of about 46 million

since 2020 and 150 million
since the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The report said in India,
the number of undernour-
ished people declined to
2243 million in 2019-21 from
247.8 million in 2004-06.

It said that the number of
children under 5 years of age
who are stunted declined to
36.1 million in 2020 from
52.3 million in 2012, the
number of children under
five years of age who are
overweight declinedto 2.2
million in 2020 from three

million in 2012,

However, the number of
obese adults in India, which
has a population of over 1.38
billion, grew to 34.3 million
in 2016 from 25.2 million in
2012 and the number of
women aged 15 to 49 years
affected by anaemia also
grew to 187.3 million in 2019
from 171.5 million in 2012.

The report added that the
number of childrenupto 5
months of age exclusively
breastfed touched 14 million
in 2020 from 11.2 million in
2012. m

The number of undernourished people in India has declined in the last 15 years to 224.3 million in 2019-2021,
according to a UN report, which also said that there are more obese adults and anemic women in the world's
second-most populous country.
The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 2022 report, issued by UN agencies Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), UNICEF, World Food Programme

(WFP), and the World Health Organisation (WHO).

The number of people affected by hunger globally rose to as many as 828 million in 2021, an increase of about
46 million since 2020 and 150 million since the outbreak of the pandemic.
In percentage terms, the prevalence of undernourishment in the total population in India stood at 21.6 percent in
2004-06 and declined to 16.3 percent in 2019-21, and the prevalence of stunting in children under 5 years of age
declined to 30.9 percent in 2020 from 41.7 percent in 2012 and the prevalence of overweight children under five
years of age was 1.9 percent in 2020 from 2.4 percent in 2012.
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35. Recently

A. Punjab

B. Chhattisgarh

C. Madhya Pradesh
D. Bihar

E. None of the above

e The Chhattisgarh government has received
an in-principle nod from the Centre to go
ahead with a $300 million (approximately
X2,100 crores) school education project the
State is negotiating with the World Bank.

e [f it goes through, the initiative will allow
the Chhattisgarh government to borrow
$300 million over five years at significantly
lower than market rates, and repay it over
20 years.

e Anin-principle nod means that the Centre
has no objection to the State borrowing
money from an external financial
institution such as the World Bank. This is
not the final approval but it paves the way
for the State to proceed with subsequent
discussions.

does not include Chhattisgarh.

the field of academic excellence.
A. Dr. Rajendra Prasad Memorial Award

C. Veer Sawarkar Memorial Award

36. Recently Dr. Jitendra Singh announces the setting up of the

Y cwJ
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state government has received an in-principle nod from the Centre to go ahead with a
S$300 million (approximately 32,100 crores) school education project the State is negotiating with the World Bank.

Chhattisgarh gets nod for school
project funded by World Bank

Centre gives in-principle approval for $300 million borrowing over five years

SHUBHOMOY SIKDAR
RAIPUR

The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has received an in-
principle nod from the
Centre to go ahead with a
$300 million (approximately
2,100 crore) school educa-
tion project the State is nego-
tiating with the World Bank.

Confirming this, Principal
Secretary (Planning, Eco-
nomics and Statistics, Imple-
mentation of 20pts. Pro-
gramme, Science and
Technology) Alok Shukla
said on Thursday that the
Department of Economic Af-
fairs under the Union Fi-
nance Ministry had given an
in-principle approval for the
project. “A team of the World
Bank is visiting Chhattisgarh
later this month for the first
stage of discussion,” Mr.
Shukla added.

The proposal, discussions
on which started two months
ago, was sent to the Centre
after the State Finance De-

B\

The bank has been associated with India’s school education

system since 1994, according to its website. sFiLe pHoTO

partment cleared it, Mr.
Shukla said. If it goes
through, the initiative will al-
low the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment to borrow $300 million
over a period of five years at
significantly lower than mar-
ket rates, and repay it over a
period of 20 years. The
pooled resources will be a
shot in the arm for the Bhu-
pesh Baghel-led Congress go-
vernment, which has educa-
tion as one of its key planks.
Anin-principle nod means

B. Shyma Prasad Mukherjee Memorial Award

that the Centre has no objec-
tion to the State borrowing
money from an external fi-
nancial institution such as
the World Bank. This is not
the final approval but it paves
the way for the State to pro-
ceed with subsequent discus-
sions. Similarly, the World
Bank has also in-principle
approved that it’s willing to
fund the project.

“This will be followed by a
World Bank team’s visit to
Chhattisgarh. The team is

scheduled to arrive later this
month. Then we will pre-
pare the Detailed Project Re-
port (DPR) with the Centre
and the World Bank, which
will be put up before the
World Bank Board and the
Centre for a final approval.
We are hopeful that all the
clearances will be received
by the end of this year,” Mr.
Shukla said.

The DPR will also have a
detailed plan on how the
money will be spent.

The World Bank has been
associated with India’s
school education system
since 1994, according to its
website. One of its more re-
cent projects, inked in 2021,
is the $500 million Streng-
thening Teaching-Learning
and Results for States Pro-
gramto improve the quality
and governance of school
education in six Indian
States. That list, however,
does not include Chhattis-
garh.

e The World Bank has been associated with India’s school education system since 1994, according to its website.
One of its more recent projects, inked in 2021, is the $500 million Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for
States Program to improve the quality and governance of school education in six Indian States. That list, however,

award in public administration in
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D. Subhash Chandra Bose Memorial Award
E. None of the above

S vianuwav

Union Minister Jitendra Singh on _ _ _ _ _ _
A Dr. Jitendra Singh announces setting up of Dr. Rajendra Prasad Memorial Award in
Tuesday announced the setting up of public administration in the field of academic excellence

the Dr. Rajendra Prasad Memorial , . _ _ - I
Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh says, receiving the 1ISO 9001:2015 certification

Award in public administration for by Indian Institute of Public Administration, speaks volume of the excellent work
academic excellence, in memory of the being done by the premier training institution of the Government of India
first President of India. Dr. Jitendra Singh chairs meeting of Executive Council of IIPA in New Delhi

He was presiding over the 320th
. P g i i [IPA should have a futuristic vision for the next 25 years to attain the goals set by
meeting of the executive council of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to create a New India

Indian Institute of Public

Administration (lIPA).

The institute has to have a futuristic vision for the next 25 years to attain the goals set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. IIPA has the capacity and it needs to continue performing by having an enlarged pool of experts
and a wide spectrum of activities. GOVT PLANS ‘PM

SPECIAL SCHEME
FOR MEDICAL
CARE OF ELDERLY

Recently Union government announced to launch of a new scheme to
. . F ha Iftikh
provide affordable medical care to the elderly at the doorstep. e
A. PM Shree & ot e
. scheme ‘PM Special’ to provide

B. PM Spec,al affordable medical care to eld-
quyA at tl}e doorste}). people

C. PM Aayush < 5y i e iy
train 100,000 geriatric care-giv-

D. PM Kalyan ers ?\fg{hme x‘rl‘ext three years as
part ol e scheme.

Geriatri z is fi sed
E. None of the above titcimer il e by o,

While the Union ministry of
social justice and development is
likely to start the training pro-
gramme within a week, the
online portal through which the
facility will be available for the

The Union government is set to launch a new scheme ‘PM Special’ to provide o e g
. ministry said.
affordable medical care to the elderly at the doorstep. “The requirements of the geri-

atric professionals have not been
properly met so far. Either there

The Centre is planning to train 100,000 geriatric caregivers over the next three years  :renot adequately trained per-

. . . .. . sons or professionally trained

as part of the scheme. Geriatric care is the area of medicine that is focused on the persons. And due to this, people
who require attention are not in

safe hands,” said R Subrahman-

health care O_f eldel'ly people. yam, secretary, ministry of social
. . e o . . . . . jUS‘_tice. g\nq develepxPin [Z ] )
While the Union ministry of social justice and development is likely to start the G, o i

. o . . . . oge . dow rtai tandards in t

training program within a week, the online portal through which the facility will be o?cl;lll]ﬁfy g?ﬂ-f??ng‘ a;}i:'gh%‘e‘i
wi also be aliordabie. ny-

available for the general public will be launched in September. oipit e et sepi v
. . . . . training under the scheme, the

Anybody who has completed education till Class 12 will be able to apply for training  secretary said. “At least 10,000
people from SC, ST, and other

marginalised communities will

under the scheme. be trained free of cost,” he said.
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B. Himachal Pradesh
C. Madhya Pradesh
D. Uttar Pradesh
E.

None of the above

38. ‘Naari Ko Naman’ scheme has been launched by which state government?

Himachal CM launches ‘Naari Ko Naman’scheme

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Ahead of the assembly polls
the Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur on
Thursday launched ‘Nari Ko
Naman' scheme to provide 50
percent concession to the
women passengers in the bus
fare in Himachal Road Trans-
port Corporation (HRTC)
buses

T'he women passengers
will be provided concession
only in HRTC buses plying
within the state.

Launching the scheme at
astate-level function held at
Dharamshala in Kangra dis-
trict on Thursday, he said
that this concession on bus
fares to women is nota polit-
ical move, rather it is a small
step towards our resolve to
strengthen women power,
he added.

He also announced reduc-
ing the minimum fare in
HRTC buses from the exist-
ing Rs. 7 to Rs. 5, filling up of

25 posts of women drivers for
‘Ride with Pride’ Taxis of
HRTC. He alsoannounced fill-
ing up of 265 posts of motor
mechanics, electricians and
other categories in HRTC and
stated that the matter of pro-
viding additional funds of
Rs. 30 crore for HRTC would
be taken up with the Finance

Department.

I'hakur said, “This scheme
would prove helpful in mak
ing women self-reliant and
would give a new impetus to
the progress of the women of
the state. The state govern-
ment would spend about Rs
60 crore annually on the
scheme since as per an esti-

The scheme will pro-
vide 50 percent con-
cession to the women
passengers in the bus
fare in Himachal Road
Transport Corporation
(HRTC) buses.

mate as many as 1.25 lakh
women, travel in the HRTC
buses daily.”

He said that the scheme
would also give momentum
to the initiative of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi 'Beti
Bachao - Beti Padhao' cam-
paign as girl students of
schools and colleges, who
commute daily by buses would
be immensely benefitted

The Chief Minister said
that women constitute fifty
percent of our total popula-
tion and one cannot even
imagine development with-
out the active participation and
overall development of the
women. He said that it was

‘Naari Ko Naman’ scheme has been launched by Himachal CM.
Himachal Road Transport Corporation (HRTC) will now charge only half the fare for women traveling within the

state.

unfortunate that a young
opposition MLA immediate-
ly after this historic decision
went live on social media
and alleged that the present
state government was mak

ing the people of the state |

habitual of freebees.

I'he people of the state
would give a befittingreply to
these leaders in the coming
elections, he added.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
provided concessional tick-
etsand flowers to the women
commuters and flagged off the
HRTC buses from the bus
stand Dharamshala

CM also honoured women
HRTC Driver Seema Thakur
and also provided employ-
ment letters to two benefi-
ciaries on compassionate
ground on the occasion. Chief
Minister also interacted with
women commuters of Mandi,
Sirmour, Una, Chamba,
Hamirpur, Shimla, Lahaul
Spiti, Solan, Bilaspur, Kin-
naur and Kullu districts vir-
tually on the occasion.

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur, while launching the Nari Ko Naman Yojana at the Government College
Auditorium, also released concessional tickets to women.
On Himachal Diwas (15 April), the Chief Minister announced a 50% discount on bus fares for women.

In another scheme, the minimum bus fare from Rs 7 to Rs 5 has also been reduced for all passengers across the

state.

The government will also approve 25 new posts of women drivers in the government taxi service 'Ride with
Pride’, an initiative to ferry women passengers and senior citizens.

new indigenous technologies and products in the coming year under the

39. Recently To celebrate the 75th year of independence, the Navy has proposed to develop and induct at least 75
Project.
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Project Bandhan
Project Surya
Project Sprint
Project Narcos
None of the above

mMoowm>»

To celebrate the 75th year of independence, the Navy has
proposed to develop and induct at least 75 new indigenous
technologies and products in the coming year.

A collaborative project named Supporting Pole-Vaulting in R&D
through iDEX, NIIO, and TDAC (Sprint) has been envisaged and an
MoU has been signed between the Defence Innovation
Organisation (DIO) and Naval Innovation and Indigenisation
Organisation (NIIO) for the purpose

The Indian Navy, in conjunction with DIO, will unveil the

problem statements for Indian industries as part of iDEX
(SPRINT) during the NIIO seminar ‘Swavilamban 2022’ scheduled
on July 18 and 19 at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre.

The NIIO was launched two years ago to realize Defence
Acquisition Policy objectives which envisage the creation of
‘Innovation and Indigenisation Organisations (ll0Os) within service
headquarters (SHQs).

In Atmanirbhar Bharat push,
Navy to embrace local tech

OURBUREAU
New Delhi, july4
To celebrate the 75" year of inde-
pendence, the Navy has proposed
to develop and induct at least 75
new indigenous technologies
and products in the coming year.
A collaborative project named
Supporting Pole-Vaulting in R&D
through iDEX, NIIO and TDAC
(Sprint) has been envisaged and
anMoU hasbeen signed between
the Defence Innovation Organ-
isation (DIO) and Naval Innova-
tion and Indigenisation Organ-
isation (NIIO) for the purpose.
The Indian Navy, in conjunc-
tion with DIO, will unveil the
problem statements for Indian
industries as part of iDEX
(SPRINT) during the NIIO sem-
inar ‘Swavlamban 2022' sched-
uled on July 18 and 19 at Dr
Ambedkar International Centre,
said Navy officials. The purpose of
the seminar is to engage do-
mestic Industry and academia,
towards achieving self-reliance

in the defence sector. The Navy
has accepted the Atmanirbhar
Bharat challenge and reinvested
over 64 per cent of its capital
budget.

The NIIO was launched two
years ago to realise Defence Ac-
quisition Policy objectives which
envisage creation of ‘Innovation
and Indigenisation Organisa-
tions (II0s) within service
headquarters(SHQs).

Squadron commissioned
Meanwhjile, Indian Naval Air
Squadron 324 was commis-
sioned into the Navy in the pres-
ence of Vice Admiral Biswajit
Dasgupta, Flag Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief, Eastern Naval
Command, ata ceremony held at
INS Dega, Visakhapatnam on
Monday.The unitis the first naval
squadron on the eastern sea-
board operating 1’ o/12 ®
ously designed an a
vanced light helicopter (ALH) Mk
1 (MR).

Consider the following statement regarding Multi-Agency Maritime Security Group (MAMSG).
1. MAMSG was formed in November 2021 to develop better coordination

between different maritime security agencies and ministries of the
country.

2. It works directly under the National Security Council Secretariat
(NSCS).

3. NSA is the Chairperson of NSCS.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1&2
B. Only2 & 3
C. Only1&3
D. All of the above
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E. None of the above

National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval participated in the first
meeting of the Multi-Agency Maritime Security Group (MAMSG).
Multi-Agency Maritime Security Group (MAMSG)

MAMSG was formed in November 2021 to develop better coordination
between different maritime security agencies and ministries of the
country.

It works directly under the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS).
The National Security Council is a three-tiered organization consisting of
the Strategic Policy Group (SPG); the National Security Advisory Board
(NSAB) and the National Security Council Secretariat.

The council oversees political, economic, energy, and security issues of
strategic concern.

NSA is the Chairperson of NSCS.

In February 2022, G Ashok Kumar was appointed as India’s first
Coordinator of MAMSG - also known as a national maritime security
coordinator.

NSA: India won’t be
power it deserves to
be without a strong
maritime system

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

STATING THAT the Indian
Ocean, which has been an
"ocean of peace”, is now wit-
ness to rivalries and competi-
tions, National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval on Thursday
said that India needs to protect
its interests since the region has
the potential to witness clash of
interests.

Speaking at the first meeting
of the Multi-Agency Maritime
Security Group (MAMSG), Doval
said security at the high seas and
economic wellbeing is inextrica-
bly linked and all stakeholders
must work unitedly.

"In the changing geopolitical
scenario, the Indian Ocean,
which has been an ocean of
peace, is gradually becoming
competitive. We see a potential
of having a clash of interest, we
need to protect it and be vigi-
lant," he said.

"The trajectory of this nation
is well defined. We know where
we are going. And when our
time comes...we as a nation have
to be strong. India will not be
able to become the power it de-
serves to be unless it has a very
strong maritime system,” Doval
said.

The meeting was chaired by
Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar
(retd), the country's first

National Maritime Security
Coordinator. Chief of Naval Staff
Admiral R Hari Kumar was
among the top officials who at-
tended the deliberations.

Top maritime and coastal se-
curity officials from all 13 coastal
states and Union Territories as
well Indian Navy and other cen-
tral agencies attended the meet-
ing.

"The more we develop, the
more assets we create, the more
prosperous we get, greater
would be the vulnerability and
the need for security in the mar-
itime domain,” Doval said.

In national security dis-
course, the importance of land
and maritime borders are very
different, Doval said. He said one
cannot fence the maritime bor-
ders, and that disputes in seas
are resolved through interna-
tional norms and laws, while
land disputes are bilateral in na-
ture.

The NSA also that said deny-
ing accessibility to foreign intel-
ligence agencies looki
dertake espionage activities is a
major challenge.

Doval referred to initiatives
such as the Colombo security
conclave for cooperation among
the like-minded countries in the
maritime domain and that it
could be expanded further.

"Our responsibility as a pre-
mier maritime power is ex-
tremely important,” he said.

It has the responsibility of coordinating between all the agencies involved in maritime security and maritime civil

issues as well.

He will be the principal advisor to the government in the maritime security domain and will act as a nodal point

for all issues related to maritime security.

Dak Karmayogi is an e-learning portal off of the following?
. India Post Payment Bank

Department of Economic Affairs
. NITI Aayog

o0 ®>

E. None of the above Sevaks & Departmental employees

‘Dak Karmayogi’, an e-
learning portal of the

Department of Posts was satisfaction

launched by Ashwini
Vaishnav, Minister of
Communications.

Posted On: 28 JUN 2022 4:43PM by PIB Delhi

Department of Posts Dak Karmayogi: E-Learning Platform launched by Union Minister Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw and MoS Shri Devusinh Chauhan today

‘Dak Karmayogi' portal to enhance competencies of about 4 lakh Gramin Dak

Portal to enable trainees to access uniform standardized training content to enable
them to effectively deliver a number of G2C services for enhanced customer

Meghdoot Awards conferred to recognize the good performance of employees of
Department of Posts
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This portal has been developed ‘In-House’ under the vision of ‘Mission Karmayogi’, which was conceptualized
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to bring efficiency in the actions of all the employees of the Government of
India and transform the efficiency of bureaucracy with ‘Minimum Government’ and ‘Maximum Governance’.
‘Dak Karmayogi’ portal will enhance the competencies of about 4 lakh Gramin Dak Sevaks & Departmental
employees by enabling the trainees to access the uniform standardized training content online or in blended
campus mode to enable them to effectively deliver several G2C services for enhanced customer satisfaction.
Department of Posts has been imparting training to its employees through its network of 10 Postal Training
Centres/Regional Training Centre and Rafi Ahmed Kidwai National Postal Academy (RAKNPA), a Central Training
Institute.

To recognize the good performance of employees of the Department of Posts and motivate them to maintain or
improve their good work, Meghdoot Awards were also conferred in eight different categories by Shri Ashwini
Vaishnav, Minister of Railways

Meghdoot Award was introduced in the year 1984. This is the highest award of the Department of Posts at the
National level for overall performance and excellence. This award is conferred in eight categories. Awardees are
conferred with a medallion, certificate, and a cash award of Rs. 21,000/-.

Recently which ministry organized “Hariyali Mahotsav” on 8th July 2022 at Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi?
A. Ministry of Rural Development

Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs

None of the above

monO W

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change will organize “Hariyali Mahotsav” on 8th July 2022 at
Talkatora Stadium, New Delhi.

Hariyali Mahotsav 2022 will be organized in collaboration with the State Governments, Police Institutions, and
Schools of Delhi.

Hariyali Mahotsav, the “Tree Festival” will be organized to create awareness about the importance of trees.

As part of this Mahotsav, plantation drives will be organized with the participation of 75 Nagar Vans throughout
the country, 75 Police Stations and 75 Schools in Delhi/NCR, and 75 degraded plantation sites in the different
states.

The highlight of the event includes a concert by Ricky Kej, a Grammy Award-winning Indian music composer and
environmentalist.
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Recently Union Minister Parshottam Rupala inaugurated the first-ever Animal Health Summit of India in which
city?

A. Jaipur

New Delhi

Hyderabad

Lucknow

None of the above

mMOoOOW

Union Minister Parshottam Rupala inaugurated the first-ever Animal Health Summit of India.

India Animal Health Summit 2022 has been organized at NASC Complex, New Delhi.

The main aim of the summit was to understand the significance of animal health for food and nutrition security,
rural incomes, and overall economic development.

It has been organized by the Indian Chamber of Food and Agriculture (ICFA) and the Agriculture Today Group.

In this two-day event, various topics such as Animal Health policy initiatives to Business environment &
investment opportunities in the Animal Health sector have been discussed.

Union Minister Parshottam Rupala said that there is a need to strengthen cooperative movement in the livestock
sector.

Recently Prime Minister Narendra inaugurated the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Agradoot group of
newspapers on 6th July 2022. Agradoot newspaper is the newspaper of which of the following state?

A. Assam

B. Nagaland

C. Manipur

D. Mizoram

E. None of the above

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Agradoot group of
newspapers on 6th July 2022.

Agradoot was started as an Assamese bi-weekly.

It was established by Kanak Sen Deka, a senior journalist of Assam.

In 1995, Dainik Agradoot, a daily newspaper, was started and it has developed as a trusted and influential voice
in Assam.
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45, Recently

has been assigned the charge of the Ministry of Minority

Affairs, while Union Minister for civil aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia has been assigned

the charge of the

A. Smriti Zubin Irani, Ministry of Steel
B. Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, Minister of Women and Child Development
C. Ram Chandra Prasad Singh, Ministry of Coal

D. Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of Minority Affairs

Union Ministers Mukhtar Naqvi,
ram vath koving, the R C.P. SIngh quit as RS term ends

E. None of the above

President of India
accepted the
resignation of
Minister of Minority
Affairs Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi and Steel
Minister Ram Chandra

Prasad Singh.
Both Nagqvi and Singh

resigned a day ahead of

their Rajya Sabha
term's completion.

PPM thanks them for their service; Smriti Irani given charge of Minority Affairs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
\Vt“Nvfll L
Union Ministers R.C.P. Singh
of the Janata Dal (U) and
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi of the
BIP resigned on Wednesday,
a day before the completion
of their Rajya Sabha term

Mr. Singh and Mr. Nagvi
have not been renominated
by their respective parties,
but they were technically en-
titled to continue for another
six months without being an
MR

That option, however,
was not exercised by either
of them, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in fact, turn
ing Wednesdays Cabinet
meeting into a kind of valed-
ictory meeting for the two
Ministers, praising their per-
formance and thanking
them for their service. Mr.
Singh held the Steel portfo-
lio, while Mr. Nagvi was Mi-
nister for Minority Affairs

A Rashtrapati Bhavan

New course: Former Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqwi at

his residence in New Delhi on Wednesday. «»n

communique, while stating
that the resignations of the
Ministers had been accepted
under Clause (2) of Article 73
of the Constitution, said that
Civil Aviation Minister Jyou-
raditya Scindia would be
handling Steel as an addi-
tional portfolio, while Minis
ter for Women and Child De
velopment Smriti  Irani
would be looking after the
Ministry of Minority Affairs
as an additional charge. Mr.

Naqvi went straight from the
Cabinet meeting to the BIPS
national headquarters on
Deendayal Upadhyaya Marg
10 meet party chief J.P. Nad
da. He also met Mr, Modi in
the evening and handed over
his resignation,

While it is being said that
he may yet return to the Ra-
jva Sabha as Chairperson
and Vice-President, govern-
ment sources said such re-
ports were mere specula

ton. Mr. Nagqvi had been
holding the position of De-
puty Leader of the Rajya
Sabha. The fact that neither
Mr. Singh nor Mr. Nagvi got
renominated was surprising,
with the formers failure 1o
get renominated also reveal
ing an internal tug of war in
the Janata Dal(U) and reports
of him being seen as closer
to the BJP than his own par-
ty.

Whatever the case, it
made the continuation of Mr.
Singh untenable in the Coun-
chof Ministers as the BIP and
the JIXU) are running a go
vernment in Bihar, In fact,
Mr. Singh, after sending his
resignation by fax to Mr. Mo
di, met Education Minister,
Dharmendra Pradhan who
handles the party affairs in
Bihar. A Cabinet expansion
may be on the cards, but it is
still not certain if the JD(U)
would offer another name to
be Minister.

Scindia given
additional charge
of Steel Ministry

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi, july 6
Following the resignation of
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and
Ram Chandra Prasad Singh,
a minor change in the Cab-
inet happened on Wednes-
day with the Civil Aviation
Minister, Jyotiraditya Scin-
dia, being given additional
charge of the Steel Ministry.
Women and Child Welfare
Minister Smriti Irani was
given the additional charge
of Minority

Affairs
which was
held by
Naqvi.

The Rajya
Sabha terms
of Naqvi and

Steel Minis-
ter RCP Singh end tomor-
TOW.

The BJP didn’t renominate
Naqvi. Singh, Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s one-
time confidante and No. 2 in
the party, failed to get an-
other Rajya Sabha term as
his party boss was re-
portedly not happy with his
proximity to senior partner
BJP.

There is speculation that
Naqvi, 64, will be chosen by
the BJP as its candidate for
Vice-President.

Naqvi met BJP president JP
Nadda before handing in his
resignation to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, fuelling
more speculation.

Scindia tweeted thanking
the Prime Minister for hand-
ing to him the additional
charge of the Steel Ministry.

According to a correspondence issued by the Rashtrapati Bhavan, Minister of Women and Child Development
in the Union Cabinet of India Smriti Zubin Irani has been assigned the charge of the Ministry of Minority

Affairs.

Further Union Minister for civil aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia has been assigned the charge of the Ministry of

Steel.

This is the first time two sitting ministers are out of both Houses of Parliament.

Nagqvi, a senior BJP leader, is also the deputy leader of the Rajya Sabha.
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46. In July 2022, government announced to introduce of the first of its kind in India the Right to
Health Bill which aims to commit to quality and affordable health care services through government and private
health care providers.

A. Bihar

B. Rajasthan

C. Odisha

D. Uttar Pradesh UP becomes first state to

E. None of the above integrate ODOP mart with ONDC

platform, ACS Navneet Sehgal

launches pilot phase
° The RGIGSthan government Is soon ,lkely to ’ntrOduce In the With the onboarding of odopmart.com, the ODOP products will be displayed on

Assembly the Right to Health Bill — the first of its kind in India — ¢/ ¢commerce portals and apps that are associated with ONDC.
which aims to commit to quality and affordable health care e _ _
services through government and private health care providers. ) (p) (olia) () OITIC
e The Rajasthan government is soon likely to introduce in the
Assembly the Right to Health Bill — the first of its kind in India —
which aims to commit to quality and affordable health care
services through government and private health care providers.
e The right to health was promised by Congress in its 2018
Assembly election manifesto.

Uttar Pradesh has become the
first state in the country to
connect One District One
Product (ODOP) mart with the
Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) platform,

an initiative aiming at

| promoting open networks for
all aspects of exchange of

i The ri gh tto h eal th bl I I Is p art Of the R a] GSth an gover nmen t’s bl d goods and services over digital or electronic networks. With the onboarding of
to expand and St"engthen medical SerVices in the state. Recently’ odopmart.com, the ODOP products will be displayed on all e-commerce
portals and apps that are associated with ONDC.
the chief minister approved Rs 117 crore for the expansion of the
facilities in Mah”a Chikitsalaya (Women 's hospital) at Sanganeri The initiative of the Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry - ONDC - is

gaining increasing traction from the industry and aiming to onboard 30

Gate in Jaipur. million sellers and 10 million merchants online, and cover at least 100 cities
. . and towns by August. The UP government has actively started working with
° The state has alSO ensured the health and Securlty O_f every ‘famlly ONDC to get all the One District One Product (ODOP) products available on the
by providing free treatment up to Rs 10 lakh to the people ONDC network.

through Mukhyamantri Chiranjeevi Swasthya Bima Yojana.

47. Recently has become the first state in the country to connect One District One Product (ODOP)
mart with the Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) platform.
A. Bihar
Rajasthan

. Madhya Pradesh

B.

C. Uttar Pradesh

D.

E. None of the above
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Uttar Pradesh has become the first state in the country to connect One District One Product (ODOP) mart with
the Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) platform, an initiative aiming at promoting open networks for
all aspects of the exchange of goods and services over digital or electronic networks.

With the onboarding of odopmart.com, the ODOP products will be displayed on all e-commerce portals and

apps that are associated with ONDC.

The initiative of the Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry - ONDC - is gaining increasing traction from the
industry and aims to onboard 30 million sellers and 10 million merchants online, and cover at least 100 cities and

towns by August.

The initiative of the Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry - ONDC - is gaining increasing traction from the
industry and aims to onboard 30 million sellers and 10 million merchants online, and cover at least 100 cities and

India to hold G-20
meetings in Ladakh

towns by August.

A total of seven companies- one buyer side app, five seller side apps,
and one logistics service provider app — have adopted ONDC protocols
and built their ONDC compatible apps.

Recently After China and Pakistan voiced their opposition to India’s
decision to hold preparatory meetings of the G-20 summit in Jammu
and Kashmir the Centre has proposed to hold these meetings in

Delhi

Ladakh

Telangana
Andhra Pradesh
None of the above

® »

mo o

Days after China and Pakistan voiced their opposition to India’s
decision to hold preparatory meetings of the G-20 summit in Jammu
and Kashmir next year, the Centre has proposed to hold these
meetings in the Union Territory of Ladakh as well.

Indian and Chinese troops have been involved in a border standoff in
eastern Ladakh since May 2020, and the government’s proposal to
hold the meetings in the Union Territory is likely to be seen as a snub
to China.

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JULY 6

DAYS AFTER China and
Pakistan voiced their opposi-
tion to India's decision to hold
preparatory meetings of the G-
20 summit in Jammu and
Kashmir next year, the Centre
has proposed to hold these
meetings in the Union Territory
of Ladakh as well.

Indian and Chinese troops
have been involved in a border
standoffin eastern Ladakh since
May 2020, and the government's
proposal to hold the meetingsin
the Union Territory is likely to be
seen as a snub to China.

India assumes the presi-
dency of the G-20 on December
1 this year. External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is set to
reach Bali in Indonesia to par-
ticipate in the G-20 foreign
ministers’ meeting on July 7
and 8.

Ladakh’s Lt Governor R K
Mathur has cleared the nomina-
tions of Divisional
Commissioner Saugat Biswas
and Leh-Kargil Range DIG Junaid
Mehmood as nodal officers to
coordinate with the Ministry of
External Affairs, which houses
the G-20 secretariat.

The J&K administration had
on June 23 constituted a five-

member committee headed by
the Principal Secretary,
Housing and Urban
Development Department, to
coordinate the G-20 meetings
that are to be held in the UT.

India's proposal to hold the
preparatory meetings of the in-
ternational grouping in 2023 in
J&K had invited sharp reactions
from Pakistan, which said that
it hoped that members of the
grouping would be fully cog-
nisant of the imperatives of law
and justice and oppose the pro-
posal outright.

China had later voiced its
opposition to the Indian gov-
ernment's move, saying “rele-
vant parties should avoid com-
plicating the situation with the
unilateral move”.

This will be the first major
international meet to be held in
the former state since August
2019, when J&K was stripped of
its special status and divided
into the Union Territories of J&K
and Ladakh.

The G-20 brings together
the world’s major economies
and has as members the US,
UK, Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, Germany,
France, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South
Korea and Turkey, besides the
European Union.

India assumes the presidency of the G-20 on December 1 this year. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar is set to
reach Bali in Indonesia to participate in the G-20 foreign ministers’ meeting on July 7 and 8.
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A. PT Usha - Athlete

llayraja - music composer

mMoow®

None of the above

Y cwa

KM Vijayendra Prasad - Singer
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e Ladakh’s Lt Governor R K Mathur has cleared the nominations of Divisional Commissioner Saugat Biswas and
Leh-Kargil Range DIG Junaid Mehmood as nodal officers to coordinate with the Ministry of External Affairs,
which houses the G-20 secretariat.

49. Consider the following match the following regarding the latest nominations to Rajya Sabha by the
government .which is not matched correctly.

Veerendra Heggade - Philanthropist and administrator of the Dharmasthala temple

POLITICAL MESSAGE THROUGH NOMINATIONS?

PT Usha

» Kerala-born sprinter
is one of India’s most
iconic sportspersons

» Popularly
known as Payyoli
Express, she won
medals at various international
sporting events, including World
Junior Invitational Meet, Asian
Championships and Asian Games

» In 1984 Olympics, she missed
India’s first medal in track and
field, coming 4th in women's 400M
hurdles and lost bronze by 1/100th
of second.

» Post-retirement, she started the
Usha School of Athletics, which
offers world-class facilities to
talented youngsters.

» She is a recipient of Arjuna and
Padma Shri awards

llaiyaraaja

> Born in

a Dalit
household
in Tamil
Nadu,

llaiyaraaja is

regarded as
one of India’s greatest
music composers

> llaiyaraaja had to face
innumerable hardships and
caste-based discrimination
> In his five decades-long
career, he has composed
over 7,000 songs for more
than 1,000 movies and
performed in more than
20,000 concerts across the
globe.

» In 2018, he received the
Padma Vibhushan.

Veerendra Heggade
» Veerendra
Heggade has
served as the
Dharmadhikari
of Dharmasthala
Temple in
Karnataka since the
tender age of 20.

» He has led various
transformative initiatives
for rural development and

promotion of self-employment,

» He established Rural
Development and Self-
Employment Training Institute
(RDSETI) to provide awareness
on self-employment
opportunities and train rural
youth

» He was awarded the Padma
Vibhushan in 2015

Vijayendra
Prasad is one
of the country’s leading
screenwriters and film
directors. He has written
for the story for many
Telugu and Hindi movies.

» His notable works
include some of the
highest-grossing Indian
movies, such as RRR,
Baahubali series and
Bajrangi Bhaijaan.

» Some of the movies he
wrote have transcended
sharp regional boundaries
and become blockbusters

Rajya Sabha.

e Legendary athlete P T Usha and music maestro llaiyaraaja were among prominent personalities nominated to

e Philanthropist and administrator of the Dharmasthala temple Veerendra Heggade and noted screenwriter V
Vijayendra Prasad were also nominated to the Upper House of Parliament.
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Known as the ‘Queen of Indian track and field’, PT Usha will be best remembered for her show at the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics. The lady from Kerala lost a historic bronze medal in 400m hurdles when Cristieana Cojocaru of
Romania beat her by 1/100th of a second.

Twelve members are nominated by the President to the Rajya Sabha for a term of six years. These nominees,
who have made significant achievements in the field of arts, science, and literature, are selected on the advice of
the Prime Minister.

Recently rolled out MEDISEP scheme- the medical insurance scheme for State Government employees,
pensioners, and their eligible family members from 1st July 2022
A. Kerala Government

B. Odisha Government

C. Telangana Government Jun 24,2022 631PM

D. Andhra Pradesh Government Kerala Govt to roll out MEDISEP scheme for State
E. None of the above Government employees from 1st July

Kerala Government will roll out MEDISEP scheme- the medical insurance scheme “ o "‘ 5

for State Government employees, pensioners and their eligible family members .
from 1st July, 2022. The scheme will provide cashless medical assistance with a 4 ¥
. comprehensive coverage up to 3 lakhs per year. The annual premium would be Rs ‘i B ‘B
Kerala Government W’” ro” OUt the 4,800 plus 18 per cent GST for the policy peried of 2022-24. Monthly premium of ” I d R \ d. '
naia nadio - -~

H Rs.500 will be deducted from the salary of June and pension of July onwards. An
MEDISEP SCheme- the medlcal order has been issuct:l by the ;tate ﬂnayn'cc departmcﬁ]t in this regayrd. MEDISEP is @
insurance scheme for State ing implemented through the pgb\ic sector insurer, Oriental Insurance M M W - i i | TTES

mpany. About 30 lakh people will be benefitted by the scheme. AIR Pics

Government employees,
pensioners, and their eligible family
members from 1st July 2022.
The scheme will provide cashless medical assistance with comprehensive coverage up to 3 lakhs per year. The
annual premium would be Rs 4,800 plus 18 percent GST for the policy period of 2022-24.
A monthly premium of Rs.500 will be deducted from the salary in June and pension from July onwards. An order
has been issued by the state finance department in this regard.
MEDISEP is being implemented through the public sector insurer, Oriental Insurance Company. About 30 lakh

people will be benefitted from the scheme.

Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam at

Pune

Surat

Varanasi

Delhi

None of the above

Moo >~
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam at
Varanasi.

The Samagam is being organized by the Education Ministry in association with
University Grants Commission and Banaras Hindu University.

The three-day event will bring together over 300 Vice-Chancellors and Directors from
public and private universities, educationists, policymakers, as also industry
representatives.

The summit will provide a platform for leading Indian Higher Educational Institutions to
discuss, deliberate, and share insights on strategies, success stories, and best practices in
implementing the National Education Policy-2020.

The key highlight of the Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam will be the adoption of the
Varanasi Declaration on Higher Education which will showcase India’s extended vision
and a renewed commitment to help achieve the goals of the higher education system.

On 07 July 2022, Home Minister Amit Shah unveiled the Statue of Peace of Swamy Ramanujac

the following places in Jammu and Kashmir via video conferencing?
A. Kathua

Srinagar

Udhampur

ishtwar | Amit Shahvirtually unveils
‘Statue ofPeace’inSrinagar

Home ministeralso inauguratesayYatriBhavaninSrinagar

None of the above

Statue of Peace of INDO- ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

SWGmy nion Home Minss
er Amit Shah on
Ramanujacharya in U.‘.:::'.t.::';;:e.::»';;.';:f:: e &

of Sri Ramanu

Srinagar, Jammu, and ;.,,.u.' salled inSeinagr, ~ )
the al of Jammu anc d P

Kashmir was unveiled O eaotmigda el N e
Bhavan in Sanagar, renovat - b ) 2 z

gadurn South MP Tejfasvi Surya
On Thursday, Shah for-

by Home Minister Amit chvithenppmicmsen [ B N

Shah via video B
conference on 07 July
2022 =
. I "Todayis a historic morment "Itwas only after the abro to Kashmir from across the
. . runu and Kas ! mir for Bharat s a civilization,” gationof Article 370 by Prime country. | am grateful to the
Surya contributed to the  Surya said k ashmir is a \hn ster Nare: mh .\mnm at b
Ramanujacharya is cebubdngofthe YamBhvan  SowRiog Jovet o out S wE Coubd g% ths opporn

for piigrims in Stinagar. The Yatn '-l&n ty to contnbute Iulhr-P

revered asa vedic Bhavan was in a dilapidated

v part  ment of Sanathan Dhar
I have always want Kashmir.” he said

condition, almost reduced to ATyt
. . a shed with no proper infra ed 10 do my bit to further the "The renovated Yatri Bha ed Kashmir in 1l|t 1ith Cen
phlIOSOpher and SOCIaI structure for accommexating  chvillsational cassein Kashindr,™  van canaccommodatealarge tury to get an important man
any guests he said numberof pilgrims wravelling  uscript called Bodhayana Vit
reformer.
1 1 ~

- Mini stey for unveiling
of Km Tanu-

PM to launch
education
summit today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate a
three-day summit in Vara-
nasi on Thursday that will
culminate with the adop-
tion of the Varanasi Decla-
ration on higher
education.

The summit is being or-
ganised by the Ministry of
Education in association
with the University Grants
Commission and Banaras
Hindu University, and will
bring together over 300
Vice-Chancellors and Di-
rectors from public and
private universities as well
as educationists, policy-
makers and industry repre-
sentatives to discuss the
implementation of the Na-
tional Education Policy,
2020.

Discussions will be held
on various themes such as
multi-disciplinary and ho-
listic education, skill deve-
lopment and employability
and Indian knowledge
systems.

ti, a treatise on the Brahma
Sutras. lh > Bow dl ayana \: ol

t ma
His disciple Kuresha
accompanied him and com

i the entire text to mem
local scholass did not per
ymanujacharya to carry
the manuscript out of Kash
mir. After returning to So
rangam, RBamamugacharnva dic
tated the Sni Bhashyam, the
commentaryon Brahma Sutra
and the Acharya'sy THOSL 10! table
work, to Kuresl
t down. Ran
"._m retume
aiter 2 years to dedicate 's|

Rd manuja Jeevar

mije, and Minssterof High
er Education, Government of
Karnataka, Dr Ashwath
Narayan
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Mr. Shah virtually unveiled the statue of 11th-century Vaishnavite saint Sri Ramanajucharya at the Sun Temple
in Srinagar’s Sonawar. The statue weighs 600 kg and is four feet high.

He revived the Bhakti movement. He is considered to be the inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakta
Ramdas, Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai.

In February 2022, PM Modi unveiled a 216-foot Statue of Equality in Hyderabad. ‘Statue of Equality is also a
statue of Ramanujacharya.

In November 2020, PM Modi unveiled the Statue of Peace on the occasion of the 151st birth anniversary of
Jainacharya Shree Vijay Vallabh Surishwer Ji Maharaj in Rajasthan.

Ramanujacharya: He was born in a Brahmin family in Tamil Nadu.

He opened the doors of the temple to all caste, creeds, races, and gender.

He is famous as the chief proponent of Vishishtadvaita.

International / Report News

Consider the following statement regarding Asia Pacific Sustainability Index 2021.

1. Four Indian cities are included in the list of top 20 sustainable cities according to Asia Pacific Sustainability
Index 2021.

2. Bengaluru was ranked 14th in the APAC region. It is the only Indian city to achieve the ‘Gold’ standard
category.

3. India is the sixth-largest country in APAC based on the total amount of green bonds issued in 2021.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1&2
B. Only 2&3
C. Only1&3
D. All of the above
E. None of the above

Four Indian cities are included in the list of top 20 sustainable cities according to Asia Pacific Sustainability Index
2021.

These cities are Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyderabad, and Mumbai.

Bengaluru was ranked 14th in the APAC region. It is the only Indian city to achieve the ‘Gold’ standard category.
Delhi ranked second amongst the Indian cities (ranked 17th in the APAC region).
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Hyderabad ranked third among the Indian cities and 18th in the APAC region. Mumbadi is in the 20th position in

the APACregion.

India is the sixth-largest country in APAC based on the total amount of green bonds issued in 2021.

According to statistics provided by the Climate Bonds Initiative, China issued the largest amount of green bonds in

APACin 2021.

Global property consultant, Knight Frank’s APAC Sustainably Led Cities Index rated 36 cities based on four

parameters.

These parameters are urbanization pressure, climate risk, carbon emissions, and government initiatives.
The top five green-rated cities in commercial real estate in the Asia-Pacific region are Singapore, Sydney,

Wellington, Perth, and Melbourne.

Consider the following statement regarding NATO.
1. NATO's 30 dllies signed an accession protocol for Finland and Sweden to allow them to join the nuclear-armed

alliance.

2. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was created in 1949
3. NATO's headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium.

Which of the following statement is correct?

Sweden, Finland sign protocol
to join NATO, await ratification

They can now participate in NATO meetings, have greater access to intelligence

A. Only1&2
B. Only2& 3
C. Only1&3
D. All of the above
E.

None of the above

NATO's 30 allies signed an accession
protocol for Finland and Sweden to
allow them to join the nuclear-armed
alliance once allied parliaments ratify
the decision, the most significant
expansion of the alliance since the mid-

1990s.

The protocol means Helsinki and
Stockholm can participate in NATO
meetings and have greater access to
intelligence but will not be protected by
the NATO defense clause that an attack :

:  AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

BRUSSELS

NATO’s 30 allies signed an
accession protocol for Fin-

i land and Sweden on Tues-

day to allow them to join the
nuclear-armed alliance once
allied Parliaments ratify the
decision, the most signifi-
cant expansion of the al-

: liance since the mid-1990s.

Separately, the bloc’s Depu-
ty Secretary General Mircea

. Geoana said that NATO has

no current plans to send
troops to Sweden and
Finland.

“We don’t plan to have an
additional presence in either
country, they have formida-

¢ ble national forces. They’re

capable of defending them-
selves,” Mr. Geoana said in a
telephone interview.

In Brussels, NATO Secre-
tary-General Jens Stolten-
berg, alongside the Foreign

the Foreign Ministers of Sweden, Finland in Brussels. =reuters

Ministers of Finland and
Sweden, said: “This is truly
an historic moment”. “With
32 nations around the table,
we will be even stronger,” he
added.

The protocol means Hel-
sinki and Stockholm can par-
ticipate in NATO meetings
and have greater access to
intelligence but will not be

protected by the NATO de-
fence clause that an attack
on one ally is an attack
against all until ratification.
That is likely to take up to a
year.

“Thank you for your sup-
port! Now the process of rat-
ification by each of the allies
begins,” Swedish Foreign Mi-
nister Ann Linde said on

Twitter. “Look forward to

working together in ensur-
ing our collective security”

Turkey’s warning :
However, Turkey’s President :

Recep Tayyip Erdogan :

warned on last Thursday ata :

NATO summit in Madrid that :
said Finland and Sweden :

must first keep the promises :

made to Turkey in a deal or

ratification will not be sentto
the Turkish Parliament.
Mr. Erdogan and his Fin-

nish and Swedish counter-

parts had agreed on a series :
of security measures to al- :

low the two Nordic countries :

to overcome the Turkish. :

According to the memo- :
randum, Finland and Swe- :
den pledged not to support

the Kurdish militant PKK :

and YPG groups or the net-

work of U.S.-based cleric

Fethullah Gulen.
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on one ally is an attack against all until
ratification. That is likely to take up to
a year.

e NATO's 30 ambassadors and Stoltenberg stood together for a photo in which the foreign ministers of Sweden
and Finland held up their signed protocols, before breaking out into applause.

e According to the signed memorandum, Finland and Sweden pledged not to support the Kurdish militant PKK
and YPG groups or the network of US-based cleric Fethullah Gulen, which Ankara says staged a 2016 coup
attempt and which it labels a terrorist organization with the acronym FETO.

e The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was created in 1949 by the United States, Canada, and several Western
European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union.

e The organization constitutes a system of collective defense whereby its member states agree to mutual defense
in response to an attack by any external party.

e NATO's headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, where the Supreme Allied Commander also
resides.

55. Which of the following statements is correct regarding the UNESCO Panel on Intangible Cultural Heritage.
1. For the year 2022-2026, India has been chosen as a member of the Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO's
2. The Intergovernmental Committee of the 2003 Convention is comprised of 24 members.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D

. None of the above India On UNESGO panel

ndia has been elected to the Intergovernmental Committee
Iof UNESCO's 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage
(ICH) for the 2022-2026 cycle,
the government said on Thurs-
day. This is yet another oppor-
tunity for India to reinstate the
values of 'Vasudeva Kutum-
bakam', Union Culture Minis-
ter G. Kishan Reddy tweeted.

e For the year 2022-2026, India has been chosen as
a member of the Intergovernmental Committee of
UNESCO's 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

e Elections for the Intergovernmental Committee
took place during the two-day General Assembly
of the 2003 Convention in Paris, which began on
July 5.

e The Intergovernmental Committee of the 2003 Convention is comprised of 24 members.

e They are elected by the Convention's General Assembly based on the criteria of equitable geographical
representation and rotation.
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Intangible cultural heritage is the practices, expressions, knowledge, and skills that communities, groups, and
individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage.
Currently, UNESCO’s Representative List of the intangible cultural heritage of humanity has 630 elements.

As of 2021, 14 cultural heritages of India have been placed in UNESCO’s Representative List of the intangible

cultural heritage of humanity.

India has served as a member of the ICH Committee twice — from 2006 to 2010 and from 2014 to 2018. India will

now be a part of two prominent Committees of UNESCO — Intangible Cultural Heritage (2022-2026) and World

Heritage (2021-2025).

Consider the following statement regarding United Nations-Habitat’s World Cities Report 2022.
1. The global urban population will grow by 2.2 billion people by 2050.
2. India’s urban population will reach 675 mn in 2035.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

According to the United Nations-Habitat’s
World Cities Report 2022, the global urban
population will grow by 2.2 billion people by
2050.

It states that rapid urbanization had
temporarily stalled due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

India’s urban population is projected to reach
from 483,099,000 in 2020 to 675,456,000 in
2035. By 2035, India’s urban population
percentage will be 43.2.

675,456,000 in 2035. HT

stand at 675 million in 2035, the second

highest behind China’sone billion, the
UN hassaid inareport, noting that after the
covid-19 pandemic, the global urban
populationis back on track to grow by
another 2.2 billion by 2050.The United

I ndia’surban population is estimated to

China’s urban population is projected to reach 1.05 billion by 2035.
The urban population in Asia will be 2.99 billion in 2035 and in South Asia, it will be 987,592,000.
The report said that urban poverty and inequality will remain the key challenge for cities.

Climate change challenges like warm climates, floods, and air pollution are the main challenges to the cities in the

world.

Nations-Habitat's World Cities Report
2022, released on Wednesday, said that
rapid urbanization was only temporarily
delayed by the covid-19 pandemic.

The global urban population is back on
track to grow by another 2.2 billion people
by 2050, it said.

India’s urban population is projected to
be 675,456,000 in 2035, growing from
483,099,000 in 2020 t0 542,743,000 in
2025 and 607,342,000 in 2030, the report
said. By 2035, the percentage of
population in India at mid-yearresiding in
urban area will be 43.2%, it said.

China’s urban population in 2035 is
projected at 1.05 billion while the urban
population in Asia will be 2.99 billion in
2035 and that in South Asia 987,592,000,
it said. The report said that very big
economies like China and India have a
large share of the world’s population and
their development trajectories have
greatlyinfluenced global inequality.  pTI
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Consider the following statement regarding QS Best Student Cities Ranking 2023.

1. London is the best city for students looking to study abroad in terms of
affordability, student facilities, and university standard.

2. India’s highest-ranked city is Mumbai at 103rd position. It is followed by Bengaluru
at 114th spot. Chennai and Delhi are in the 125th and 129th spots respectively.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

London is the best city for students looking to study abroad in terms of affordability,
student facilities, and university standard.

Seoul and Munich are in the second position while Zurich and Melbourne are in fourth
and fifth place respectively.

India’s highest-ranked city is Mumbai at 103rd position. It is followed by Bengaluru at
114th spot. Chennai and Delhi are in the 125th and 129th spots respectively.

QS gives a ranking to 140 cities around the world. Dubai is the best city in the Arab
region for students.

According to the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2018-19, only 47,427
international students enrolled in Indian universities.

India is planning to attract more than 2 lakh international students, by the end of
2023.

QS ranks 140 cities around the world. The best student city in the Arab Region is
Dubai, which ranks 51st globally. Buenos Aires takes Latin America’s top spot,
ranking 23rd in the world.

Snake Island, recently seen in the news, is located in which of the following country?
A. Russia

B. Ukraine

C. Netherland

D. Ireland

E. None of the above

AR I MU B

LR R ) WU TSV

IR W R

WU WS

Delhi,
Chennai
debut on
best student
cities list

ANVITH RAI
New Delhi, June 29

DELHI AND CHENNAIlwere the
newest Indian entrants to the
recent QS Best Student Cities
2023 rankings. Debuting at the
129thand 125th ranks,respec-
tively, the two metropolitan
cities follow Mumbai and Ben-
galuru,which are at the 103rd
and 114th ranks, respectively.
This marks an improvement of
three spots for Mumbai, while
Bengaluru has fallen four ranks
from last year.

These rankings, per the QS
website, “use the opinions of
current students to rate univer-
sity locations on factors includ-
ing affordability and desirabil-
ity”. Cities are ranked on six
parameters — university rank-
ings (the collective performance
of a city’s universities); student

The top spot was given to
London this year. Mumbai
saw an improvement of
three spots, while
Bengaluru has fallen four
ranks from last year

mix (thestudent make-upof the
city, both overall and from an
international perspective);
desirability; employer activity
(most sought-after recruiting
grounds among graduate
employers); affordability; and
student views. Debutants Delhi
and Chennai scored pretty low
on parameters related to stu-
dents specifically — student mix
and student view. Neither man-
aged to scrape a score above 20.
Mumbai and Bengaluru also
fared the same regarding stu
dent mix, butwere waybetter off
regarding student views (39.8
and 44.2, respectively).

The top spot was given to
London this year, as it has been
“a student favourite for many
years” and is “home to some of
the world's most prestigious
academic institutions, includ-
ing King's College London and
UCL (University College Lon-
don)”.While Mumbai scored the
best among Indian cities on
employeractivityand desirabil-
ity (59.8 and 36.2,respectively),
Delhi was the best among the
fouras faras university rankings
were concerned (39.9).All cities
except Chennaiscored above 60
on affordability.
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Russian forces abandoned the

strategic Black Sea outpost of Snake
Island, in a major victory for Ukraine
that could loosen the grip of Russia’s

blockade on Ukrainian ports.

Snake Island, also known as Serpent
Island or Zmiinyi Island, is an island
belonging to Ukraine located in the
Black Sea, near the Danube Delta,
with an important role in delimiting

Ukrainian territorial waters.

On 24 February 2022, two Russian

navy warships attacked and

captured Snake Island. On 30 June

2022, Ukraine said that it had
pushed Russian forces from the

island.

Russia withdraws from Snake Island

Ukraine says it has driven the enemy forces out after a massive artillery and missile assault overnight

REUTERS

KV

Russian forces abandoned
the strategic Black Sea out-
post of Snake Island on
Thursday, in @ major victory
for Ukraine that could loosen
the grip of Russia’s blockade
on Ukrainian ports.

Russia’s Defence Ministry
said it had decided to with-
draw from the outcrop as a
“gesture of goodwill” to
show Moscow was not ob-
structing UN efforts to open
a humanitarian corridor al-
lowing grains to be shipped
from Ukraine.

Ukraine said it had driven
the Russian forces out after a
massive artillery and missile
assault overnight.

“KABOOM!” tweeted An-
driy Yermak, Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelensky's
Chief of Staff. “No Russian

Back in control: A satellite image of the Snake Island in the
Black Sea taken on June 17. = aFp/MAXAR TECHNOLOGIES

troops on the Snake Island
anymore. Our Armed Forces
did a great job.”

Ukraine’s southern mili-
tary command posted an im-
age on Facebook of what ap-
peared to be the island, seen
from the air, with at least five
huge columns of black
smoke rising above it.

“The enemy hurriedly
evacuated the remains of the
garrison with two speed
boats and probably left the
island. Currently, Snake is-
land is consumed by fire, ex-
plosions are bursting.”

The bare rocky outcrop
overlooks sea fanes to Odesa,
Ukraine’s main Black Sea

port, where Russia is block-
ing food cargos from one of
the world’s leading grain
suppliers.

Snake Island has held the
world’s attention since Rus-
sia seized it on the war’s first
day, when a Ukrainian
guard, ordered by Russia’s
flagship cruiser Moskva to
surrender, responded by rid-
iculing them.

Grain exports
“The most significant aspect
is that this could open the
door to Ukrainian grain ex-
ports from Odesa, which is
critical for Ukraine’s econo-
my and for the global food
supply,” tweeted Rob Lee, a
senior fellow at the US.-
based Foreign Policy Re-
search Institute.

Lifting the blockade has
been a primary strategic goal

of the West: U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken has ac-
cused Russia of deliberately
causing world hunger, as
“blackmail.” Moscow denies
blocking the ports and
blames food shortages on
Western sanctions it says li-
mit its own exports.

“We do not prevent the ex-
port of Ukrainian grain. The
Ukrainian  military  has
mined the approaches to
their ports; no one prevents
them from clearing those
mines and we guarantee the
safety of shipping grain out
of there,” President Vladimir
Putin said on Thursday.

Russia had defended the
island since February, des-
pite Ukraine increasingly
claiming to inflict severe
damage, sinking supply ves-
sels and destroying Russian
fortifications.

The bare rocky outcrop overlooks sea lanes to Odesa, Ukraine’s main Black Sea port, where Russia is blocking
food cargos from one of the world’s leading grain suppliers.

1. India will have 122 new unicorns in the next two to four years
2. Hurun India’s findings showed that Bengaluru continues to be the start-up capital of India. The city is home to
46 probable Unicorns.

Which of the following statement is correct?

A.

B.
C.
D.

Only 1

Only 2

Both1 & 2

None of the above

59, Consider the following statement regarding Hurun India Future Unicorn Index 2022.

India will have 122 new unicorns in the next two to four years, according to the Hurun India Future Unicorn
Index 2022 released by Hurun Research Institute. Startups, Shiprocket, Zepto, and Turtlemint top the list of
probable unicorns.
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Index 2022 released by Hurun Research Institute. Startups, Shi
probable unicorns.

e Gazelles are projected to be worth between $500 million
and $1 billion. The Gazelle pack is led by Shiprocket, a five-
year-old LogisticsTech startup, followed by Zepto,
Turtlemint, Ather Energy, and Vivriti Capital. The other five
startups on the list are Ninjacart, Dunzo, Rapido, ClearTax,
and Twin Health.

o The ‘Cheetahs’ pack is led by Pepperfry, followed by
Bengaluru-based Juspay and FinTech firm Mswipe
Technologies. Pixis, SUGAR cosmetics, WayCool, Zest Money,
Bluestone, Cuemath, and Winzo are the other startups on
the list.

e Hurun India’s findings showed that Bengaluru continues to
be the start-up capital of India. The city is home to 46
probable Unicorns, followed by Delhi NCR (25) and Mumbai
(16). E-commerce, FinTech, and SaaS comprise 43 percent of
the Future Unicorn Index 2022.

e Venture capital firm Sequoia has emerged as the most
active investor in the nation’s start-up ecosystem after
investing in 39 probable unicorns, followed by Tiger Global,
which has invested in 27 potential unicorns, the report
showed.

60. Consider the following statement regarding Knight Frank
Affordability Index In H1 2022.

1. Ahmedabad has emerged as the most affordable with 22%
in H1 of 2022 followed by Pune at 26% and Chennai at 26%.
2. Mumbai is the most expensive housing market at an EMI

to income ratio of 56% for H12022.

Which of the following statement is correct?

A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Y cwJ

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e India will have 122 new unicorns in the next two to four years, according to the Hurun India Future Unicorn

The world of unicorns and
the animal spirit driving it

Hurun India
index names the
‘gazelles’ and
‘cheetahs’ of 2022

VINSON KURIAN
Thiruvananthapuram, june 30
The Hurun Research Institute has
unveiled the ASK Private Wealth
Hurun India Future Unicorn In-
dex 2022, a ranking of Indian
start-ups founded in the 2000s
and valued $200 million at least,
but not listed on a public ex-
change. It classified companies as
would-be unicorns (those foun-
ded after 2000 and valued $1 bil-
lion at least); gazelles (most likely
to become unicornsin the follow-
ing two years), and cheetahs
(start-ups that could turn uni-
corn in the next four years).

The gazelle in the wild is cap-
able of outrunning the cheetah
due to its agility and speed. The

‘gazelles’ on the index are projec-
ted to be worth between $500
million and Sibillion. The gazelle
pack is led by Shiprocket, a five-
year-old logistics-tech start-up,
followed by Zepto, Turtlemint,
Ather Energy and Vivriti Capital.

The age factor

The Hurun classification has been
validated by this year's report, as
sixcheetahs from the previous in-
dex ‘skipped’ the gazelle-stage
and entered the unicorn club, a
spokesman said. This year, the
cheetah pack is led by Pepperfry,
followed by Bengaluru-based
Juspay and Ratan Tata-backed
fintech Mswipe Technologies. The
youngest start-up founders are
Kaivalya Vohra (19) and Aadit Pal-
icha (20) of Zepto, a 10-minute
grocery delivery company based
out of Mumbai. The oldest
founder in the index is K
Satyanarayana, aged 61, of Ecom

cM™M
K

Top 10 Gazelles in India

Startup Funding recieved Year Sector

(in$ mn) founded
Shiprocket 355 2017 Logistics Tech
Zepto 360 2021 Quick Commerce
Turtlemint 200 2015 E-Commerce
Ather Energy 290 2013 Electric Vehicle
Vivriti Capital 190 2017 Fintech
Ninjacart 370 2015 AgriTech
Dunzo 700 2015 Quick Commerce
Rapido 310 2015 Shared Economy
Clear Tax 140 2011 Fintech
Twin Health 200 2018 HealthTech

Source - ASK Private Wealth Hurun India Future Unicorn Index 2022

Express. The average age of start-
up founders is 38. There are 18
founders aged under 30 and 19
aged above 50. Fifteen companies
have awoman co-founder.

The fintech magnet

Among sectors, fintech contrib-
uted the most start-ups to the in-
dex at 27, followed by ecom-
merce at 14, and
software-as-a-service (SaaS) at,
with 11. Approximately half of the
firms in the index are involved in
fintech, ecommerce, SaaS, and
edtech. Other potential fields in
the start-up ecosystem include
agritech, artificial intelligence,
health-tech,and shared economy.
The prospective unicorns were
founded,on average, in 2015, with
the great majority selling soft-
ware and services and only 17 per
cent selling physical goods. At
least 37 per cent are business-to-
business sellers, and 63 per cent
are consumer-facing. The future
unicorns have disrupted the fin-
ancial services, logistics, health-
care,and education sectors.

Rising stars of tomorrow

Hurun Research identified 122 fu-
ture unicorns in India from 25 cit-
ies.Bengaluru continues tobethe
unicorn capital with 46, and

Delhi NCR and Mumbai follow
with 25 and 16, respectively.
Rajesh Saluja, Chief Executive Of
ficer and Managing Director, ASK
Wealth Advisors, said India has
emerged as the third largest eco-
system for start-ups after the US
and China, and saw a record 44
unicorns in 2021. “The ASK Private
Wealth Hurun India Future Uni-
corn list showcases the leaders of
tomorrow today. We shine the
spotlight on gazelles and chee-
tahs, the rising stars of the start-
up ecosystem, and, possibly, fu-
ture unicorns. As many as 17
gazelles and seven cheetahs from
last year’s list hit unicorn valu-
ation this year,” Saluja said.

Anas Rahman Junaid, Man-
aging Director and Chief Re-
searcher, Hurun India, said the
country’s start-up ecosystem is
expanding at an unprecedented
rate. In just one year, the number
of unicorns has increased by 65
per cent, the number of gazelles
by 59 per cent to 51,and cheetahs,
31percentto7L

“Probably, the pandemic has
accelerated the disruption of tra-
ditional businesses and fostered
the emergence of start-ups. The
ecosystem is gradually attaining
the requisite maturity and resili-
ence,” he added.
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Hyderabad has emerged as the second most expensive housing
market in the country after Mumbai among the top eight cities for
the first half of 2022, according to international realty consultancy
firm Knight Frank.

While Mumbai is the most expensive housing market at an EMI to
income ratio of 56% for H12022 as against 53% in 2021,
Hyderabad is the second most expensive at 31% (29% in 2021),
followed by National Capital Region (NCR) at 30% (28% in 2021)
and Bengaluru at 28% (26% in 2021) on the Knight Frank India
Affordability Index for H1 2022 which tracks the EMI (equated
monthly installment) to household income ratio for an average
household.

On the other hand, Ahmedabad has emerged as the most
affordable with 22% in H1 of 2022 (20% in 2021) followed by Pune
at 26% (24% in 2021) and Chennai at 26% (25% in 2021).

Knight Frank said for H1 of 2022, affordability and income levels
have been calculated keeping all variables constant, except for the
interest rate.

According to Knight Frank, all the markets have seen a decline in
affordability due to the recent rise in home loan rates due to the
90 basis points rise in REPO rates.

According to the US Homeland Security India was the

largest country of birth for naturalized American
citizens in the first quarter of the United States.

. First

Second

Third

Fourth

None of the above

>

mMOoOO W

The United States welcomed 661,500 new citizens as of June 15 in
the fiscal year 2022, with India the second largest country of birth
for naturalized American citizens in the first quarter after Mexico.

Ahmedabad most
affordable housing
market in top 8

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 1

AHMEDABAD IS THE most
affordable housing market
among top eight cities in the
country while affordability of
owning homes in terms of EMI
to income ratio declined in the
first half of 2022, according to
property consultant Knight
Frank India.

Knight Frank India on Fri-
day released its Affordability
Index report for H1 (January-
June) 2022 that tracks the EMI
to income ratio for an average
household. It said affordability
has been hit due to RBI’s deci-
sion to hike repo rates by 90
basis points, which prompted
banksand otherfinancial insti-
tutions to increase home loan
interest rate.

Ahmedabad is the most
affordable housing market
amongst the top eight cities,
witharatio of 22%,followed by
Puneand Chennaiat 26% each
in the first half of the calendar
year 2022, the property consul-
tantsaid ina statement.

Knight Frank’s affordability
index witnessed steady
improvement from 2010 to
2021 across the eight leading
cities especially during the pan-
demic when the RBI cut repo
rates todecadal lows.

However,with two consecu-
tive repo rate hikes, the cumu-
lative 90 basis points rate hikes
by RBIhas decreased home pur-
chase affordability on an aver-
age by 2% across markets and
increased EMIload by 6.97%.

Knight Frank India chair-
man and managing director
ShishirBaijal said home afford-
ability has worsened in the last
couple of months.“On an aver-
age affordability has decreased
by 200-300basis pointsacross
the major markets. However,
despite the hike in the rates,
markets remain largely afford-
able,”headded.

As per the data, Mumbai

financi“. ep.. in
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On an average
affordability decreased by
200-300 basis points
across the major markets,
Knight Frank India
chiarman and MD Shishir
Baijal said
e ——— |

remains the most expensive
residential market in the coun-
try.In H1 2022, the affordabil-
ityindex ofthecityincreased to
56% from 53%in 2021.

Hyderabad is the second
most expensive residential
market in the country. In H1
2022, theaffordabilityindex of
the cityrose to 31% from 29%
in2021.The Delhi-NCRmarket
ranks third in terms of the most
expensive residential market.
In H1 2022, the affordability
index of the city rose to 30%
from 289%. The index of Ben-
galuru rose to 28% from 26%,
while in Kolkata, the index
increased to 27% from 25%.

According to the affordabil -
ityindex,Puneand Chennaiare
thesecond most affordableres-
idential marketsin the country.

The affordability index in
Pune rose to 26% from 24%,
while in Chennai, the index
inched up to 26% in H1 2022
from 25%in 2021.
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e In Fiscal Year 2021, the USCIS welcomed 855,000 new US ci
In Fiscal Year 2022, the USCIS welcomed 661,500 new US ci
as of June 15 and made significant progress in reducing our
naturalization pending queues.

e According to the US Homeland Security, 34 percent of
naturalizations in FY 2022 Q1 consisted of persons from
the top five countries of nationality: Mexico (24,508),

India (12,928), and the Philippines (11,316), Cuba
(10,689), and the Dominican Republic (7,046). During
this period, the US welcomed 1,97,148 new citizens.

e InFY 2021 Q1, the top five countries of nationality
(Mexico, India, Cuba, the Philippines, and China)
accounted for 35 percent of naturalizations.

e The US federal government's fiscal year runs from
October 1 to September 30.

e Among the top countries of birth for persons
naturalizing in 2020, Mexico was the leading country (13
percent of the total), followed by India (7.7 percent), the
Philippines (5.3 percent), Cuba (5.0 percent), and China
(4.2 percent).

62. Machu Picchu recently seen in news is located in

@] cwJ
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US citizenship in 2022 on
rise, Indians among top 5

Lubna.Kably@timesgroup.com

tions in the US always in-

clude programmes to wel-
come new citizens by holding
naturalisations ceremonies.
This vear, during the week of
July 1-8, more than 6,600 new
citizens will be sworn-in.

During thefiscal year 2022
(which ends on September
30), the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services has
welcomed 6,61,500 new citi-
zens — this data is as of June
15. During fiscal 2021, 8,55,000
new citizens were sworn in.
The latest available country-
wise statistics are of the first
quarter of fiscal 2022 during
which 197,000 individuals we-

I ndependence Day celebra-

re sworn in as American citi-
zens. As per data from the de-
partment of homeland secu-
rity, 34% of these consisted of
persons from the top five co-
untries: Mexico(24,508); India
(12,928); the Philippines
(11,316); Cuba (10,689) and the
Dominican Republic(7,046).

“Throughout our na-
tion’s history, the promise of
both life and liberty, and the
freedom to pursue happi-
ness, is what has drawn mil-
lions from across the globe
to call America their home,
At USCIS, our belief in the
promise of America is rene-
wed daily as we work to wel-
come immigrants as our fel-
low citizens,"” said USCIS Di-
rector Ur Jaddou.

A. Ukraine =
B. Peru l ‘
C. Phillipines
D. Cambodia
E. None of the above

e Peruvian firefighters were
fighting to contain a forest
fire near the Incan ruins of
Machu Picchu as the blaze
threatened to close in on the
ancient city in the Andean

SR

H eruvian firefighters were fighting to contain a forest fire near the

Incan ruins of Machu Picchu on Thursday, as the blaze threatened to
close in on the ancient city high in the Andean mountains. The fire,
which had engulfed an area about half the size of Vatican City, was
started on Tuesday by farmers burning grass and debris to prepare to
sow new crops. As of Wednesday, about 20 hectares (49 acres) had been
affected by the fire, the mayor of the nearby city of Cusco said.

Machu Picchu, a complex of stone structures sitting atop a mountain,

PERU’S MACHU PICCHU THREATENED BY WILDFIRE

Getty images/iStockphoto, Reuters

was built more than 500 years ago by the Incas. whose empire controlled
large swaths of South America from what is today southem Ecuador to
central Chile. The ruins, which have made the surrounding Cusco region
Peru’s top tourist destination, are considered one of the seven wonders of
the world. The area's remoteness has hindered firefighters' efforts. ‘We
have already been fighting the fire for two days and it has not been
possible to get it under control, given the area is quite inaccessible,’ said
the director of the Cusco risk management and security office. reurens

mountains
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Chile.

63

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

e India-Armenia inked an MoU on High
Impact Community Development Projects in
Armenia.

e The MoU has been signed at the 8th India-
Armenia Intergovernmental Commission
(1GC).

e Both sides discussed the current status of
cooperation in the field of Investments,
health, tourism, infrastructure, etc.

e A Mahatma Gandhi Auditorium has been
also inaugurated at the Yerevan State
Medical University (VSMU).

e The 6th and 7th IGC were organized in New
Delhi.

e Yerevan is the capital of Armenia and the
currency is Dram.

64. Recently seen in the news Ayni airport is
situated in which of the following country?

Y cwJ

Consider the following statement regarding India-Armenia Projects signed in July.
1. India-Armenia inked an MoU on High Impact Community Development Projects in Armenia.
2. A Mahatma Gandhi Auditorium has been also inaugurated at the Yerevan State Medical University (VSMU).

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e Machu Picchu, a complex of stone structures sitting atop a mountain, was built more than 500 years ago by the
Incas, whose empire controlled large swaths of South America from what is today southern Ecuador to central

e The breathtaking ruins, which have made the surrounding Cusco region Peru’s top tourist destination, are
considered one of the new seven wonders of the world.

India develops Ayni airport
in Tajikistan in boost to ties

Shishir Gupta

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As part of its out-
reach towards Central Asian
countries, India has rehabilitated,
renovated and developed the Ayni
airport in Tajikistan, an important
step in boosting relations with the
nation, people aware of the devel-
opment said on Tuesday.

The lack of overland connec-
tivity with Central Asia has nega-
tively impacted trade and com-
merce between India and the
region. There has been an
increased focus to bolster this
connectivity, and India has
developed the Ayni airport,
located near the Tajik capital of
Dushanbe, as a key asset, a per-
son aware of the matter said.

Other projects in the region
include connectivity corridors
such as the International North-
South Transport corridor, and
the Ashgabat agreement. Since
Tajikistan's independence from
the Soviet Union in 1991, India has
played the role of a development
and aid partner, and the two
countries enjoy a strong friend-
ship ever since the establishment
of diplomatic relations in 1992.

“To make the airport fully
operational, the existing runway
was upgraded to PCN 40’ dlassifi-
cation and many structures have
been constructed, including a
new air traffic control (ATC)
tower, runway lighting, emer-

THERE HAS BEEN
AN INCREASED
FOCUS TO BOLSTER
OVERLAND
CONNECTIVITY
WITH CENTRAL
ASIA, AND INDIA
HAS DEVELOPED
THE AYNTAIRPORT
AS A KEY ASSET

gency landing strip, perimeter
road, guard posts, apron along
with its lighting, a 14.5-km perim-
eter wall and a 7.183-km road
from Dushanbe to Ayni. As part
of the operationalisation, existing
hangers and parking surfaces
have also been repaired,” the per-
son cited above said.

In addition, India has refur-
bished and widened the Gai-
Ayni road that leads from Dus-
hanbe to the airport; and
another project that is currently
being undertaken by India under
grant assistance is a six-eight
lane road that further connects
the Ayni-Gai road to the Chortut
highway, which will help decon-
gest Dushanbe. This project is
expected to be completed by the
end of the year, another official
said, asking not to be named.

India’s relations with Central
Asian countries have acquired a
new salience with the institu-

tionalisation of the India-Central
Asia Summit in January. India
and Central Asian countries,
with the exception of Turkmeni-
stan, are important constituents
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) mechanism.

Over the years, India has been
involved in several projects in
Tajikistan. “In 1995, India
extended a credit line toset up the
pharmaceutical plant Ajanta
Pharma. In January 2005, a fruit
processing plant was established
in Dushanbe. The following year,
in 2006, the Bedil Centre — an
information and technology cen-
tre —was commissioned, which
has trained almost all the first
generation IT experts in the Tajik
govemnment sector. India setupa
modern engineering workshop
and commissioned it in June
2011," the second official said.

In July 2015, during a visit by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
a project for setting up computer
labs in 37 Tajik schools was
announced, which was com-
pleted in August 2016.

Last month, India handed over
the India-Tajikistan Friendship
hospital in Bokhtar region that
was developed and refurbished
into a fully functional 50-bed hos-
pital. Most of the cooperation
with Central Asian countries has
a development cooperation
aspect, which is increasingly
becoming an important facet of
India’s relations with the region.
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Israel

Japan

Tajikistan

Nepal

None of the above

moDOo®m>

To make the Ayni airport fully operational, the existing runway was upgraded to ‘PCN 40’ classification and
many construction works were carried out. This includes the construction of a new ATC tower, runway lighting,
emergency landing strip, perimeter road, guard posts, apron including its lighting, 14.5-km perimeter wall, and
7.183km of road from Dushanbe to Ayni as well as repair of hangers and parking surfaces. An instrument
landing system (ILS) was installed in 2015.

Last month, India also handed over the India-Tajikistan Friendship Hospital in the Bokhtar region which was
developed and refurbished into a fully functional 50-bedded hospital.

India has regularly upgraded its technical infrastructure and eauinment to ensure full onerational readiness
over the year

Mines Minister in Australia to

65.

India and Tajikistan have enjoyed good diplomatic
relations ever since diplomatic relations were
established in 1992.

In January 2005, a fruit processing plant was
established in Dushanbe by HMT. An information
and technology center (Bedil Centre) was
commissioned in 2006. The project ran for a full
hardware cycle of six years and trained almost all
the first-generation IT experts in the country's
government sector.

In June 2011, India set up a modern engineering
workshop. It also undertook rehabilitation and
modernization of a 1936 vintage Varzob-1 Hydro
Power Station through Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) and National Hydroelectric Power
Corporation (NHPC).

Recently India with decided to
strengthen their partnership in the field of projects
and supply chains for critical minerals.

A. Armenia

secure supply of key minerals

Will help in India’s
transition to
clean energy, EVs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, July 3

Coal and Mines Minister Pral-
had Joshi began his six-day
tour of Australia on Sunday as
India looks to strengthen part-
nerships with Canberra in the
field of strategic critical miner-
als that are important in trans-
ition to clean energy sources
and electric mobility.

During his six-day tour, Joshi
will meet with several Aus-
tralian ministers and officials,
and industry bodies, the Mines
Ministry said ina statement on
Sunday.

The visit assumes import-
ance as it is the first meeting
between Joshi and Resources
and Northern Australia Minis-
ter Madeleine King since the
election of the Anthony Al-
banese Government, it said.

Focus will also be on joint in-
vestment possibilities in lith-
ium and cobalt projects. The
India-Australia Critical Miner-
als Investment Partnership en-
visages joint investment for vi-
able lithium and cobalt
projects in Australia, which is
critical for India’s transition to-
wards clean energy ambitions.

Shared ambitions

Joshi will also visit mineral-
rich sites of Tiangi Lithium
Kwinana and Greenbushes
Mine.

Joshi will aim to build on the
MoU signed between Khanij
Bidesh India Ltd, a joint ven-
ture of three CPSEs under the
Ministry of Mines, and Critical
Minerals Facilitation Office
(CMFO), Government of Aus-
tralia, to strengthen bilateral
trade and lays the path to de-
liver on a shared ambition to
develop secure, robust and
commercially viable critical
minerals supply chains.
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Australia
France
Nepal
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None of the above

India and Australia decided to strengthen their partnership in the field of projects and supply chains for critical
minerals.

Critical minerals are elements that are the building blocks of essential modern-day technologies and are at risk
of supply chain disruptions.

These minerals are now used everywhere from making mobile phones, and computers to batteries, electric
vehicles, and green technologies like solar panels and wind turbines. Based on their individual needs and
strategic considerations, different countries create their lists.

However, such lists mostly include graphite, lithium, and cobalt, which are used for making EV batteries; rare
earth that is used for making magnets and silicon which is a key mineral for making computer chips and solar
panels.

Aerospace, communications, and defense industries also rely on several such minerals as they are used in
manufacturing fighter jets, drones, radio sets, and other critical equipment.

Australia will commit $5.8 million to the three-year India-Australia Critical Minerals Investment Partnership.
An MoU was recently signed between Khanij Bidesh India Ltd (KABIL) and the Critical Minerals Facilitation
Office (CMFO) of Australia that will try to source lithium and cobalt from Australia.

Consider the following statement regarding the 2022 edition of the U.N. food security and nutrition report.
1. Up to 828 million people, or nearly 10% of the world's population, were affected by hunger last year.
2. Every year, 11 million people die due to unhealthy diets.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Bothl1&2
D. None of the above

World hunger levels rose again last year after soaring in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with the Ukraine
war and climate change threatening starvation and mass migration on an "unprecedented scale" this year.

Up to 828 million people, or nearly 10% of the world's population, were affected by hunger last year, 46 million
more than in 2020 and 150 million more than in 2019, agencies including the Food and Agriculture Organization,
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nutrition report.

wasting, a deadly form of

food production.

fallen to a six-year low of

percent by March 2023.

A. Only1&2
Only2 & 3

Only1&3

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

World Food Programme, and World Health Organisation said in the 2022 edition of the U.N. food security and
It is estimated that globally in 2020, 22% of children under 5 were stunted while 6.7% or 45 million suffered from

e Every year, 11 million people die due to unhealthy diets.
The report said the global food and agriculture sector received almost $630 billion a year in support that often
distorted market prices, did not reach small-scale farmers, hurt the environment, and did not promote nutritious

The report was jointly published today by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the UN
World Food Programme (WFP), and the World Health Organization (WHO).

67. Consider the following statement regarding the 25th edition of the Financial Stability Report.
1. The capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) of scheduled commercial banks has increased by 16.7 percent.
2. According to this report, the gross
non-performing asset (GNPA) ratio has

3. The gross non-performing asset
(GNPA) ratio of all scheduled
commercial banks could reach 5.3

Which of the following statement is correct?

All of the above

Y cwJ

First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

malnutrition that increases the risk of death by up to 12 times.

Banking / Economy News

RBI'S FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT

Gross NPAsofbanksfallto
six-year low of 5.9% in March

1

|
ised and capable of absorb-
ing macroeconomic shocks
1

1

1

1

1

5.9%.

Says banking
system can
absorb any shock;
credit growing

in double digits

SCBs in March 2022 (igures in %)
Select asset quality indicators

GNPA ratio 59

even in the absence of any
further capital infusion by
stakeholders,” the report
said.

Under the baseline scen-
ario, the aggregate CRAR of
46 major banks is projected

NNPAratio 1.7

Provisioning coverage ratio
Select performance indicators (annualised)
OUR BUREAU oo [las
Mumbal, june 30
Gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPAs) of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs)
fell to a six-year low of 5.9
per cent in March and can
dip further to 5.3 per cent by
March 2023, according to
the RBI's Financial Stability
Report.

“Under the assumption of
no further regulatory reliefs
as well as without taking

to slip from 16.5 per cent in
March 2022 to 15 per cent by
March 2023. It may go down

!
1

l

Return on equity 97 |
to 14.2 per cent in the me-
I

!

!

|

1

Return on assets | 0.9 z
dium stress scenario and to
133 per cent under the
severe stress scenario by
March 2023. None of the 46
SCBs would breach the min-
imum capital requirement

of 9 per cent in the nextone |
year, even in a severely
stressed situation, it further |
said.

Cost of funds 4

Capital adequacy

CRAR 167
Tier-| leverage ratio 71

Source: RBI FSR June 2022

environment worsens to a pandemic aided in arrest-

B.

C

D.

E. None of the above

e RBIl released the 25th edition of the
Financial Stability Report.

e As per the report, the Indian economy

remains on the path of recovery even
after the global challenges. Inflationary

the potential impact of
stressed asset purchases by
National Assets Reconstruc-
tion Company Limited into
account, stress tests indic-
ate that GNPA ratio of all
SCBs may improve from 5.9
per cent in March 2022 to
53 per cent by March 2023
under the baseline scenario
driven by higher expected
bank credit growth and de-
clining trend in the stock of
GNPAs, among other
factors,” said the report for
June, released by the Re-
serve Bank of India on
Thursday.

Can weather severe stress
However, the report warned
that if the macroeconomic

medium or severe stress
scenario, the GNPA ratio
may rise to 6.2 per cent and
8.3 per cent, respectively.

“Stress test results presen-
ted in this FSR demonstrate
that banks are well posi-
tioned to withstand even
severe  stress  scenarios
without falling below the
minimum capital require-
ment,” RBI Governor Shak-
tikanta Das said in the
foreword.

Support measures help

It may be noted that GNPAs
of scheduled commercial
banks were at 7.4 per cent in
March 2021. “Support meas-
ures provided by the regu-
lator during the Covid-19

ing GNPA ratios of SCBs
even with the winding
down of regulatory reliefs,”
the report said.

SCBs’ asset quality has im-
proved across all major sec-
tors, it said. The Net NPA ra-
tio also fell by 70 basis
points (bps) in 2021-22 and
stood at 1.7 per cent at the
year-end while the provi-
sioning coverage ratio (PCR)
improved to 70.9 per cent in
March 2022 from 67.6 per
cent a year ago. The capital-
to-risk weighted assets ratio
(CRAR) of SCBs rose to a new
high of 16.7 per cent.

No capital needed
“Stress test results reveal
that SCBs are well capital-

Stress signs in some sectors
The report, however, noted
that there are early signs of
stress in certain sectors,
calling for caution and
monitoring on an ongoing
basis. It also noted that the
annual growth in bank
credit by SCBs reached 13.1
per cent in early June 2022,
a rate last recorded in
March 2019.

“On the back of adequate
capital buffers and improv-
ing asset quality levels, the
Indian banking system is
well positioned to support
economic growth, with
bank credit growing in
double digits after a long hi-
atus,” it said.
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pressures, external spillovers, and
geopolitical risk will be the key
challenges to the Indian Economy.
e Banks, as well as financial institutions,
have sufficient capital buffers. The
capital to risk-weighted assets ratio
(CRAR) of scheduled commercial banks
has increased by 16.7 percent.
e According to this report, the gross non-performing asset (GNPA) ratio has fallen to a six-year low of 5.9%.
e The gross non-performing asset (GNPA) ratio of all scheduled commercial banks could reach 5.3 percent by
March 2023.
e The global economic prospect is clouded in uncertainty due to the war in Europe, high inflation, and the Covid-
19 pandemic situation.
e The Financial Stability Report is the collective assessment of the Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability and
Development Council. It reflects the risk to financial stability and the resilience of the financial system.

68. Consider the following statement regarding the latest data by the Reserve Bank of India.
1. India’s external debt increased by 8.2 percent to $620.7 billion in FY 22.
2. US dollar-denominated debt remains the largest component of India’s external debt. It is followed by the Indian
rupee-denominated debt (31.2 percent), SDR (6.6 percent), yen (5.4 percent), and euro (2.9 percent).

Which of the following statement is correct? EXternal debt rose $471 bn to
A. Only1 $620.7 bn in FY22: RBI data

B. Only2 External debt to GDP ratio declined to 19.9% from 21.2%
C. Both 1 & 2 SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT in total external debt in-
MUMBAI creased to 19.6% from 17.6%.
D' None of the above India’s external debt rose to Similarly, the ratio of
$620.7 billion at end-March short-term debt to foreign
2022, recording an increase exchange reserves increased
of $47.1 billion over the year to 20%. U.S. dollar-denomi-
earlier period, Reserve Bank nated debt remained the lar-
of India (RBI) data showed. gest component of external
., . I The external debt to GDP debt, with a share of 53.2%.
e India’s external debt increased by 8.2 percent to $620.7 billion ratio declined to 19.9% at Separately, the RBI said
end-March 2022, from 21.2% net claims of non-residents
H H a year earlier. on India increased by $5.6
In FY 22 as compared to the preV’OUS year' Valuation gains on ac- end-March 2022 over end- billion during the fourth
. . count of the appreciation of ~ March 2021,” the RBI said. quarter of 2021-22 to $359.8
e According to the latest data by the Reserve Bank of India,  the US. dollar visavis the  India’s longterm debt billion in March 2022.
. . Indian rupee and major cur-  (with original maturity of “This rise in net claims
short-term debt has risen by 20% but the Debt-GDP ratio has rencies including the Japa- above one year) rose to was due to larger decline in
nese yen and euro was esti-  $499.1 billion, recording an  the Indian residents’ over-
H 0, mated at $11.7 billion. increase of $26.5 billion over  seas financial assets... when
dec"ned to 19'QA from 21'2 percent' “Excluding the valuation its level at end-March 2021, compared to the decline in
. . effect, external debt would RBI data showed. foreign-owned assets in In-
e The ratio of short-term debt to foreign exchange reserves has have increased by $58.8bil-  During the same period, ~dia,” the central bank said.
. lion instead of $47.1 billionat  the share of short-term debt (With PTI inputs)
increased to 20 percent (17.5 percent at the end of March
2021) by end-March 2022.
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US dollar-denominated debt remains the largest component of India’s external debt. It is followed by the Indian

rupee-denominated debt (31.2 percent), SDR (6.6 percent), yen (5.4 percent), and euro (2.9 percent).

Debt service (i.e., principal repayments and interest payments) has declined from 8.2 percent in March 2021 to

19.9 percent in March 2022.

The share of outstanding debt of non-financial corporations in total external debt was the highest at 40.3 percent,
followed by deposit-taking corporations (except the central bank) (25.6 percent), general government (21.1

percent), and other financial corporations (8.6 percent).

External debt means money borrowed from a source outside the country. Government and corporations are

eligible to borrow loans from abroad.

May 2022

2. Core industry's output recorded a growth of 18.1% in May 2022.

Which of the following statement is correct?

A. Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Department for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade released the Index
of Eight Core Industries (ICI) for May
2022 on 30 June 2022.

The combined ICl increased at 18.1%
(provisional) in May 2022 as compared
to the Index of May 2021. In May
2022, the Index stood at 148.1.

The core industry's output recorded a
growth of 18.1% in May 2022 against
16.4% in the corresponding month of
the previous year (May 2021).

69. Consider the following statement regarding the Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) for May 2022
1. Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade released the Index of Eight Core Industries (ICI) for

At 18.1%, output growth of 8 core
industries at 13-month high in May

Coal, fertiliser,
electricity and
cement sectors
put up good show

Reflecting a rebound in eco-
nomicactivity and aided by good
show from coal, fertiliser, electri-
city and cement sectors, the out-
put growth of eight core indus-
tries hit a 3-month high of 181
gcrccnl inMay2022.

*Plhe latest output growth print
was higher than the 16.4 per cent
growth in May 2021 and the re-
vised 93 per cent growth recor-
ded in April 2022.

For the first time in several
months, all eight core industries'
output growth on a year-on-year
basis remained in positive territ-
ory.The eight industries that saw
positive growth rate in April are:
coal (25.1 percent); crude oil (4.6
per cent); natural gas (7 per cent);
refinery products (16.7 per cent);
fertilisers (22.8;per cent); cement
(26.3 per cent); and electricity (22
percent).They-o-ygrowthinelec-

tricity generation doubled to 22
per cent in May from 1.8 per cent
in April, echoing the rise in de-
mand stemming from heat wave
conditionsin partsof North-West
and Central India, as well as some
pick-up from commercial and in-
dustrial establishments.

The eight core industries have
a weightage of 40.27 per cent in
the index of industrial produc-
tion(1IP).

Meanwhile, the Commerce
and Industry Ministry has re-
vised upwards the final growth
rate of core industries for Febru-
aryto5.9 per cent from the provi-
sional level of 5.8 per cent. The
growth rate of ICI during April-
May 202223 was 13.6 per cent,
compared to the corresponding
period in the last financial year.
Last month, the growth output of
core industries for January was
revised upwards. The core output
for December 2021 was earlier re-
vised upwards to 41 per cent
from its provisional level of 3.8
percent.

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRA, said the core sector growth
for May printed at a robust but
optically misleading 18 per cent,

boosted by the low base of the
second wave of Covid19, and
coming in at the lower end of
ICRA’s expectations range of 18-
20 percent.

The disaggregated data
showed a broad-based improve-
mentin the y-0-y growth, benefit-
ing from the low base, with the
exception of coal, which never-
theless continued to record a
high growth, she added.

Compared to the pre-Covid
level, the core index reported a
growth of 8.1 per cent in May, led
by all constituents, except crude
oil. Enthusingly, fertiliser, coal, ce-
ment and electricity output dis-
played a double-digit expansion
in May 2022 over the May 2019
levels, said Nayar.

“We expect theIIPto expand by
1619 per cent in May, benefiting

from the high growth in the core
sector as well as various other
high-frequency indicators,” she
said.

Oiloutput

India Ratings’ Sunil Kumar Sinha
and Paras Jasrai said the support
togrowthwas fairly broad-based,
as except for crude oil, produc-
tion in other core sectors recor-
ded robust growth. Even crude
oil output witnessed a positive
growthof 4.6 per centy-o-yaftera
gapof53months.

“Positive crude oil production
is good news at a time when the
country is facing headwinds due
to elevated global crude oil price
and its related ramifications on
the economy,” said the note.

Notably, output growth in ce-
ment, electricity petroleum and
refinery products and steel were
on a high base, and are at 9-
month, 3-month and 13-month
and 1-month high, respectively.
Robust growth in the cement
and steel sector indicates a pick-
up in the construction sector,
which is the second-largest em-
ployment provider after agricul-
ture.

The final growth rate of ICI for February 2022 has been revised to 5.9% from its provisional level of 5.8%.
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Index of Eight Core Industries (ICl): It measures the combined and individual performance of production in
selected eight core industries.

The eight core industries are Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, and
Electricity.

The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27% of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial Production
(lIP).

Recently According to the annual Complaint Insights 2021-22 report, released by the Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) % of the “objectionable or misleading” advertisements were found to be
from the education sector.

A. 33%

B. 35%
C. 50%
D
E

. 16 %
None of the above

Advertising Standards Council of India (ASCI) released its annual complaints report.

According to the annual Complaint Insights 2021-22 report, 33% of the “objectionable or misleading”
advertisements were found to be from the education sector.

ASCl is planning to study all advertisements of edtech companies.

According to this report, 16 percent of the misleading ads were from the health sector while 11 percent were from
the personal care sector.

Around 8 percent of the complaints were from newer categories like crypto and gaming and the food and
beverage sector.

As per the report, ASCI processed 5,532 ads across print, digital, and television. It is 62% more than the previous
year.

Complaints against advertisements have also increased by 25%.

Consider The Following statement regarding Financial Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB).

1. This new entity, will be headed by former Banks Board Bureau Chairman, Bhanu Pratap Sharma, for two
years

2. The Reserve Bank of India is to carry out necessary maodifications in the Nationalised Banks

3. The establishment of FSIB could also mean the end of the road for the Department of Financial Services
(DFS).
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Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1

Only2 &3

Only1&3

All of the above

B.
C.
D.
E. None of the above

The Cabinet Appointments Committee (ACC) has passed a government resolution to establish the Financial
Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB) in place of the Banks Board Bureau (BBB).

The new framework was proposed by the Department of Financial Service, Ministry of Finance.

Centre to setup FSIB
to make selection recos

The Financial Services Institutions Bureau will select the chiefs of
public sector banks and insurance companies.

The FSIB will have a clear mandate to issue guidelines and select
general managers and directors of state-run non-life insurers,
general insurers, and Financial Institutions.

FSIB will be the single entity for making recommendations for
appointments of WTD (Whole-time Director) and NEC (Non-
executive Chairman) in Public Sector Banks, India Private Limited
company, and Financial Institutions.

The Department of Financial Services shall first carry out necessary
modifications in the Nationalised Banks (Management and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Scheme of 1970/1980 (as amended).
Chairman of FSIB: The ACC has approved the appointment of Bhanu
Pratap Sharma as the Initial chairperson of FSIB for two years. He
was the former Chairman of BBB.

Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) also appointed three
members of the new entity (FSIB). They are given next.

Animesh Chauhan, former chairman and managing director of
Oriental Bank of Commerce

Shailendra Bhandari, former managing director, and chief
executive of ING Vysya Bank

Deepak Singhal, former Reserve Bank of India executive director

Recently The Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) in collaboration with

Former BBB chair
Bhanu Pratap to
take over as chief

KR SRIVATS

Nt‘T[;lhi,]u[yﬂ

The Centre has decided to set
up a Financial Services Institu-
tions Bureau (FSIB) as a single
entity for making recommend-
ations for the appointment of
Wholetime Directors and Non-
Executive Directors in public
sector banks (PSBs), public sec-
tor insurers (PSIs) and financial
institutions (FIs), said sources.

This new entity, which will be
headed by former Banks Board
Bureau Chairman, Bhanu Pra-
tap Sharma, for two years, will
also make recommendations
for the selection of General
Managers and Directors in non-
life PSIs.

The Appointments Commit-
tee of the Cabinet has approved
the establishment of FSIB and
also the appointment of part-
time, non-government mem-
bers for a term of two years,
said sources. Animesh

Chauhan, former Chairman
and Managing Director of Ori-
ental Bank of Commerce, has
been appointed as member of
FSIB in the ex-banker from pub-
lic sector category. Shailendra
Bhandari, former Managing
Director & CEO of ING Vysya
Bank, has been appointed as
member of FSIB in the ex-
banker from private sector
category.

The Department of Financial
Services (DFS) is now expected
to carry out necessary modific-
ations in the Nationalised
Banks (Management and Mis-
cellaneous Provisions) Scheme
0f1970/1980, sources added.

End of BBB?

The establishment of FSIB
could also mean the end of the
road for the Banks Board Bur-
eau (BBB), which was formed in
April 1,2016, as an autonomous
body to search and select per-
sonages for the Board of PSBs,
public sector FIs and PSls, and
recommend measures to im-
prove corporate governance,
said observers.

has organized a

three-day “Grand Hackathon” to help the adoption of eCommerce in the agricultural sector.

A. SEBI
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B. SIDBI
C. NABARD
D. RBI

E. None of the above

eCommerce network.
Hackathon”.
to help the adoption of eCommerce in the agricultural sector.

Agriculture domain.

promoting their local products at the national level.
e ONDCaims to build an open network for buyers and sellers in the country.

73. Consider the following statement regarding the Hindustan Power
Exchange (HPX).
1. The third power exchange in the country, Hindustan Power Exchange
(HPX) backed by BSE and Power Trading Corporation (PTC) was
launched.
2. PTCIndia and BSE Investment hold 25 percent each in HPX, followed
by 9.9 percent held by ICICI Bank.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

e The third power exchange in the country, Hindustan Power Exchange
(HPX) backed by BSE and Power Trading Corporation (PTC) was
launched, after being floated in 2019.

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e Piyush Goyal launched a three-day “Grand Hackathon” on the Agriculture domain to promote an open
e The Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) in collaboration with NABARD has organized a three-day “Grand
e AgriGrant Challenge and Agri Innovation Hackathon are the two parts of this Hackathon. It has been organized
e Around 700 participants took part in the Hackathon. Participants will showcase innovative solutions for the

e [t aims to bring various agricultural stakeholders, start-ups, and individual organizations under one roof.
e The focus of this event is on solving the need of the Agriculture domain and helping state governments in

BSE & PTC-backed
Hindustan Power
Exchangelaunched

SHREYA JAI
New Delhi, 6 July

The third power exchange in
the country, Hindustan
Power Exchange (HPX)
backed by BSE and Power
Trading Corporation (PTC)
was launched on Wednesday,
after being floated in 2019.
PTC India and BSE
Investment hold 25 per cent
each in HPX, followed by 9.9
per cent held by ICICI Bank.

Other shareholders are
Greenko Energies (5 per cent),
Jindal Power (2 per cent),
Meenakshi Power (5 per cent)
and six others. HPX received
a nod from the Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC) last
week.

The other two The othertwo
exchanges in the exchangesin
country are Indian the country
Exchange are Indian

Energy

(IEX) and Power Energy

Exchange of Indialtd Exchange
(PXIL), of which, IEX & Power
holds a 98 per cent— Exchange
almost monopoly on of India Ltd

the total traded
power in the country.
AKkhilesh Awasthy, chief
operating officer at HPX, told
Business Standard, “For 20
years or more, almost 90 per
cent of India’s electricity is
traded via bilateral contracts
between power generation
companies and state utilities.
These contracts do not pro-
vide the flexibility to sector
participants to take advan-
tage of market conditions at
different times. The introduc-
tion of HPX will give a push
to the development and pro-

gress of spot trading in elec-
tricity.”

Awasthy said the new
exchange already has a het-
erogeneous mix of stake-
holders, including state-
owned private utilities,
generating companies and
consultants. Power distribu-
tion companies of Haryana
and West Bengal are already
on board to trade electricity;
so are the two discoms of RP
Sanjiv Goenka group — Noida
power and CESC.

Among equity partners
are Jindal Power, SJVN and
Greenko and Manikaran part-
ners, a leading power trader
and Mercados Energy
Markets, which is
a consulting agency, Awasthy
said.

“This takes us
ahead of the two
exchanges already as
most of the equity is
controlled by power
companies. In terms
of technology, we are
offering all contracts
on a single platform.
Unlike others, our
technology platform was
audited by one of the big four
accounting firms and the
report was scrutinised by the
regulator,” Awasthy said.

He further said the mod-
ule of price discovery has
been designed on the lines of
European power markets and
their platform will ensure
minimal or no manual inter-
vention at all in the price dis-
covery. “We would be able to
challenge the monopoly of
existing platforms in no
time,” Awasthy said.
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e PTCIndia and BSE Investment hold 25 percent each in HPX, followed by
9.9 percent held by ICICI Bank.

e Other shareholders are Greenko Energies (5 percent), Jindal Power (2
percent), Meenakshi Power (5 percent), and six others. HPX received a
nod from the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) last
week.

e The other two exchanges in the country are the Indian Energy Exchange
(IEX) and the Power Exchange of India Ltd (PXIL), of which IEX holds a 98
percent almost monopoly on the total traded power in the country.

74. Recently India has set a target of billion service export in the current fiscal.

A. USD 200 Billion India targets $350 billion of

USD 350 Billion

USD 500 Billion services exports this fiscal

USD 450 Billion - }

None Of the above India’s services export market share improved from 3% in 2010 to 4% in 2020 and 2021 \

0w

m O

billion in June. There may be some data

Mission to narrow trade deficit 5 ok thils FRIARS
2 3 . 0 back the comme partment’s

Services exports targeted at $350bn in FY23 optimism. India’s serv

the ﬁ\«'ul_\r.l}r‘z

BENGALURU/ NEW DELHI
exports in
22touched anall
jon despite the

ndia’sservice exporters are look

will also be on sectors such as market
research, consulting, engineering, and
construction services and will contrib-
billionin FY23.

I

ute to the target of $
ened to a
5billion led

India’s trade de
record highin June

., . . ingatanexport target of $350 bil- [TV IT SRR T I} 3 time high of $2
] lioninthe current fisca .1 upasteep : ron traveland tourism, aviation, and hospi-
e India’s service exporters are looking at an - j B e iy e
by high value coa setroleum

I . ng winc recession n ik (h e pandemic.
export target of 5350 billion in the current ™ i < ST
. . e, |u§l—p_‘m\[cmi(.luu\ u')‘uuflch\ y_ufu-
fiscal, up a steep 37% from last year, despite % i e Th
. . . aft  can help narrow the widening trade
headwinds and recession fears in the global O :
is looki support and incentives importsamid high international prices.

Sinha said that the focus of exporters
market be  from the government in the new for- Bvwmpriivererdbrmrirerpibrorss Economists expect the trade deficit
. sz~ eign trade policy that is likely to be SR g orthe gap between exports and imports

urce: Department of Commerce

ler  unveiled in September, said Abhay to remain elevated through 2022-23

H H H w  Singh, DG, Services Export Promotion with the current account deficit '

e The services exports sector is looking for Gl ComdlSERO, The icentivesshoud b broad: | Tis comesata e merhandie | expectedoneaty dobltomor
re based, covering small players so they
could spend on marketing develop
mentefforts, competitiveness develop-
ment, upskilling, and export promo:

% OfGDP in FY23, from 1.2% in FY22.
As per World Trade
estimates, India’sservic
in export volume duri s improved
financial year compared | 3.5%in2019and 4%
with FY22, “Computerservices comprise about
In June, engineering | one-third of India’s total services

ectors, including tourism and
support and incentives from the government ol o s il
w-  the pandemic, which has improved

in the new foreign trade policy that is likely o b |
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jespite travel, market research, another sector, with A
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. . . . en steep. Therearealot  being hit by covid construction svcs Latin America last year at $9.19 . | growth rate of world computerservice
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provided by a resident in one country to er e outof e e e | tofocu on e sectorshat gl | Y and oot verdown | ngandinatonindst nd e
g, J rget isachievable, given | during covid-19. We are going a huge potential in markets like Latin
. i, that the government provides incen- | mitadetailed feedback to the ministry cum | America,”said Sinha
peop[e or companies from another. tives,” Sinha said. of commerce;” he said. exportscontractedby 23 33%1080.35 |  dilashasethalivemintcom

75. Recently Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) announced to invest crore in the proposed rights issue of its
joint venture LIC (Nepal) Ltd.
A. Rs 80.67 Cr
B. Rs 85.69 Cr
C. Rs90.87 Cr
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E. None of the above :

e State-owned Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) will invest Rs 80.67
crore in the proposed rights issue of its joint venture LIC (Nepal)

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, July 4

[

- w

e LIC owns a 55 percent stake in LIC (Nepal).

e LIC said the central government has nominated Suchindra Mishra, Additional Secretary,
Department of Financial Services, as Government Director on its board with immediate
effect. He replaces Pankaj Jain.

76.

Consider the following statement regarding RBI's new norms on banknote
authentication.

1. The RBI issues banknotes in denominations of Rs 2, Rs 5, Rs 10, Rs 20, Rs 50, Rs 100, Rs
200, Rs 500, and Rs 2000.

2. In volume terms, Rs 500 denomination constituted the highest share at 34.9% of the
total banknotes in circulation as of March 31.

3. Banks will have to prepare a test deck of a minimum of 2,000 pieces of soiled notes,
including mutilated ones and fake Indian currency notes.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only1&2
B. Only2& 3
C. Only 1&3
D. All of the above
E. None of the above

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday issued guidelines directing banks to test their
banknote sorting machines every quarter.

approximately subject to the prevalent exchange rate for » | approximately subject to the

pre_valent e?(chapge rate for in-  fect. He replaces Pankaj Jain.
infusing capital in LIC (Nepal) Ltd. | s s S LC )

LIC owns 55 per cent stake in  on the BSE.

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

D. Rs 68.96 Cr LIC toinvest ¥80.67 crin
rightsissue of its Nepal arm

First AGM post listing
on September 27

LIC will invest X80.67 crore in I L I C

the proposed rights issue of its
Ltd joint venture LIC (Nepal) Ltd.
. The proposal was approved

during the insurer's board
LIC, which got listed on the ‘ ‘ *
bourses in May, will hold its

LIC (Nepal). In another filing,

“Ap-  LIC said the central government

e LIC, which got listed on the bourses in May, will hold its first , | Py e
Annual General Meeting on September 27, 2022. | | ke
o Approval has been accorded for investing in the proposed rights ok exchane g A
issue of LIC (Nepal) Ltd worth NPR 127.07 cr (INR 80.67 Crore) Z %?ﬁil-"%f?léh&‘e’%‘éﬂ"@ 555'35%
d | NPR 127,07 crore (R 80.67 crore

RBI revises
norms on
sorting of
banknotes

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, July 1

THE RESERVE BANK of India
(RBI) on Friday issued guide-
lines directing banks to test
their banknote sorting
machines on a quarterly basis.
The central bank revised the
existing guidelines forauthen
tication and sorting following
introduction of the new series
banknotes.

“In the backdrop of intro-
duction of the new series ban
knotes, these parameters have
beenreviewed and arevised set
of guidelines are enclosed for
implementation,” the central
bank said.

Currently, the RBI issues
banknotes in denominations

of%2,%5,310,320,350,3100,
%’()O ¥500 and ?200()
according to information in its
annual report for 2021-22.1n
value terms, the share of 500
and 2000 banknotes
together accounted for 87.1%
of banknotes in circulation. In
volume terms, ¥500 denomi-
nation constituted the highest
share at 34.99% of the total
banknotes in circulation as on
March 31.

Banks will have to preparea
test deck of minimum 2,000
pieces of soiled notes, includ-
ing mutilated one and fake
Indian currency notes, as per
the revised guidelines. The
machine will be required to be
tested by using notes of differ-
ent denominations such as
T 100 old series notes, T100
new series notes, ¥200 notes,
X500 notes and 2,000 notes.
In case of discrepancies during
the sorting, suppliers will have
to re-calibrate the machines,
the central bank said.

Additionally, banks will
have to classify mutilated,
imperfect, mismatched notes
and built-up onesas suspect or
reject, under the notes refund
rules of 2009, the RBI said.

proval has been accorded forin- has nominated  Suchindra
Mishra, Additional Secretary,
Department of Financial Ser-
vices, as Government Director
on its board with immediate ef-

Shares of LIC rose 233 per
cent to close at ¥ 692.50 apiece

-

2 emt
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The central bank revised the existing guidelines for authentication and sorting following
the introduction of the new series of banknotes.
Currently, the RBl issues banknotes in denominations of Rs 2, Rs 5, Rs 10, Rs 20, Rs 50, Rs
100, Rs 200, Rs 500, and Rs 2000, according to information in its annual report for 2021 -

22.

In value terms, the share of Rs 500 and Rs 2000 banknotes together accounted for 87.1%
of banknotes in circulation. In volume terms, Rs 500 denomination constituted the
highest share at 34.9% of the total banknotes in circulation as of March 31.
Banks will have to prepare a test deck of a minimum of 2,000 pieces of soiled notes,
including mutilated ones and fake Indian currency notes, as per the revised guidelines.

The machine will be required to be tested by using notes of different denominations such
as Rs 100 old series notes, Rs 100 new series notes, Rs 200 notes, Rs 500 notes, and Rs
2,000 notes. In case of discrepancies during the sorting, suppliers will have to re-calibrate

the machines.

Recently ACME Group announced a world’s largest green hydrogen and green ammonia project entailing an

investment of Rs 52,474 crore in

A. Odisha

B. Tamil Nadu

C. Telangana

D. Andhra Pradesh
E. None of the above

ACME Group
announced green
hydrogen and green
ammonia project
entailing an
investment of Rs
52,474 crore in Tamil
Nadu.

The initial agreement
with the state
government was
signed during the

TAMIL NADU - INVESTORS’ FIRST PORT OF CALL INVESTMENT CONCLAVE

ACME Green Hydrogen to invest 352,474 crin TN

Tata Power will invest 33,000 crore in
Tirunelveli for making PV cells, modules

OUR BUREAU
Chennal, jul :
ThL ('uru;,mm based ACME
Green Hydrogen and Chemic-
als Pvt Ltd will set up a green
ammonia and green hydro-
gen factory in Thoothukudi,
Tamil Nadu, at a cost of
152,474 crore. This will be one
of the largest such plants in
the world, said the company's
founder, Manoj Kumar Upad-
hyay, at the Tamil Nadu - In-
vestors' First Port of Call In-
vestment Conclave held on
Monday. This was the largest
investment announced at the
event

The green ammonia hydro-
gen will provide chemicals to
the fertiliser industry, fuel to
the power sector and to the
shipping industry. The factory
needs a large piece of land

near the port, solar radiation,
and a skilled talent pool, all of
which are available in Tamil
Nadu, he said at the event.

Tamil Nadu further en-
hanced its image of being the
top State in the country when
it comes to clean and renew-
able energy with two signific-
ant projects worth nearly
212,000 crore announced at
the event.

The US-based Cubic PV will
invest ¥8,832 crore to set up a
plantin the State with a manu-
facturing capacity of 4 GW
cells and 4 GW modules. Peter
Van Mierlo, CFO, Cubic PV, said
India is the only global market
that has put up a number of
measures in place to create
the next solar industry. The in-
dustry has been moving from
the US, to Europe, China and

el uranisaldn wppad apsantd
INVESTORS' FIRST PORT OF CA

TAMILNADU

ATETITN

pmn(B (WPSOMDEST

&uﬁﬂ

MK Stalin, Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu; Thangam Thennarasu, industries
Minister; and S Krishnan, Industries Secretary, at the signing an MoU
with Manoj Kumar Upadhyay, CMD, ACME Group, at the TN - Investors’
First Port of Call Investment Conclave - July 2022, in Chennai syoy GHosH

India will be the next place to
be. The company selected
Tamil Nadu because of the
government support talent
pool and the number of uni-
versities. Three Nobel laur-
eates have come from the
State, and they were in Physics

and Chemistry-bothareatthe
heart of solar energy, he said

TN tolead in RE

Tata Power will invest ¥3,000
crore in Sipcot Gangaikondan
in Tirunelveli with a manufac-
turing capacity of 4 GW solar

cell and 4 GW module. Work is
likely to start next month and
by next year, around this time,
the first phase of the project
will be in place with solar
modules coming out of the
plant, Praveer Singh Singh,
MD and CEO, Tata Power, said.

The company has been
manufacturing solar cells and
modules for the last 30 years
and strongly believes that
Tamil Nadu can take the lead
in renewable energy and the
way it can be used, The State
has the maximum wind farms
in the country of nearly 10 GW
and has a huge potential of
around 60 GW , he said.

While there is a huge oppor-
tunity for wind energy on the
ground, offshore wind energy
opportunities are there for
nearly 35 GW. “ am sure Tamil
Nadu will be the first State in
the country which will have
an offshore green plant,” he
said,
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Tamil Nadu

Investment Conclave.

This will be one of the largest plants in India and perhaps the largest in the world. This plant will produce green
hydrogen and ammonia, which will help to de-carbonize sectors such as fertilizers, power, refining, and steel,
among others.

The project requires four ingredients — solar radiation, access to the port, availability of land, and skilled
resources.

ACME Group COO Sandeep Kashyap said the project will comprise 5,000 MW of solar PV plant, 1.5 GW of the
electrolyzer, and 1.1 million tonnes of ammonia synthesis loop.

Consider the following statement regarding Tamil Nadu's first port of call investment conclave.

1. Tamil Nadu secured investments worth Rs 1.44 trillion by signing memoranda of understanding (MoU) with
60 companies

2. To encourage FinTech adoption in the State, the Chief Minister launched the TECXPERIENCE program.

3. Tata Power to invest about 3,000 crores to set up a solar cell, and module manufacturing unit in
Tirunelveli.

Which of the following statement is correct? Tata Power tO Set up
A. Only1&2 ' I3K-cr solar unit in TN

FE BUREAU =
B- Only 2 & 3 Chennai, July 4 |
TATAPOWER ON Monday signeda memo- Ne
C' only 1 & 3 randum of understanding (MoU) with the -
Tamil Nadu government to invest around TH
D A” Of the above ¥ 3,000 crore to set up a greenfield 4 GW the
solar cell and 4 GW solar module manufac- Nig
turing plantin the state's Tirunelveli district. Tat
E' None of the above The investment will be made over 16 uct
months and is likely to directly or indirectly
create over 2,000 employment opportuni- tios
ties,with majority being forwomen. - fer
Praveer Sinha, CEO & MD, Tata Power, Investments thls year V)
?ai‘,:llE:thEf Powetr Sola.rt’ksl :‘}elw produ;:tiog Tamil Nadu West Bengal Odisha ,SUI
The Tamil Nadu G ioned 60 Mol B e it s et Tiveston? maot -
e lami adu Government SIgne oUs to will help meet the rising demagnd for clean Jul 4, '22 Apr 4, '22 | Jun 29, '22
. . . . energysolutions,apart from providinghuge Investments committed sat
bring in a cumulative investment worth X1.25 lakh employment opportunities® Thiswillbeits  ©1.25 trm | €3.42 trn | 21,000 cr  als
d 4 . b second manufacturing unit after Bengaluru. T R T
In all, the Tamil Nadu government on nai
crore an Offer 7 ’898 "o S. Monday signed 60 MoUs at the Investors’ 74,898 4,000,000 19,000 (1c
. Conclave here,attracting cumulative invest- (0.
In the last year, the State had attracted investment ments of €1.25 trllionand employment for gy
. people. With this, the state govern- names such as Sify, , Cubic ofthe =
H menthasgarnered industrialinvestmentof = ENES Textiles, Century Ply, M&M, Rane a c
Worth ¥2'20 Iakh crore (from 192 MOUS s’gned)l 2.2 trillionin the last oneyear. Holdings, Gokaldas group, Bharat Alt Fuel, (Jaj
. Lucas TVS and International Aerospace Equinix and Garuda Aerospace.
accord[ng to State gove rnment data. m:nl:liaec‘;uring arg t%cl-.ertsailg;gﬁcant names ) Equdim'x India,part ofI::jquihnjx,thaorld's bes
ti pacts.O; e to MoUs,53 are argest data centre provider, has taken 5.95 Ste
. 1 = facilitation MoUsworth ¥65,37 3 crore and acreland onalong-term leaseat State Indus- Poy
At the Tam’l Nadu InVEStOI'S Flr'St POI’t Of Call - seven amounting to ¥59,871 crore were tries Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu NI
I f 'I' . inked for projects sanctioned under struc-  IT Park. The project includes building a
Investment Conc ave, 53 acilitation MoUs were tured packages of incentives. world-class data centre with an ultimate  clo
LucasTVSsaiditwillsetupalithiumion capacity of 24 MW IT load.The company  fro
. . . . cell facility at Thiruvallur; ACME, a green estimates to invest over ¥1,000 crore in
Slgned Wlth an Investment O_f ?65,373 CI'OI'eS, Offerlng ammonia projectat Tuticorin; International phases over the next 10 years. sai
Aerospace Manufacturing,an aero engine Chief minister MK Stalin said Tamil M1
1+, component unit at Hosur; and Aravind Naduhad moved up to the third spotinthe wo
emp’oyment Opportunltles to 58’478 people' The Ceramics, a tile production centre at Than-  ease of doing business rankings from the ity
. . . javur.While MPlasticswill setupa toy-mak- 14th. He laid the foundation stone for 21 ani
Companles that Slgned the MO US Include Amplus ing facility at Hosur, VVDN will establisha  projects, entailing investment of ¥22,252 cor
5G networking facility at Pollachi. crore.Healsoinaugurated 12 projectswitha exy
(Petronas) . Cubic PV and L& T The 53 facilitation MoUs also include cumulative investment of ¥1,492 crore.
/] .
-
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In addition, seven MoUs for projects that have been

sanctioned with structured packages of incentives

were signed with an investment value of 59,871

crores, providing 74,898 jobs. The firms include Lucas

TVS, ACME Green Hydrogen, and Tata Power.

To encourage FinTech adoption in the State, the

Chief Minister launched the TECXPERIENCE program,

a suite of technology services available for free or at

a discounted price for a limited period.

He also inaugurated TN PitchFest, organized by

Guidance and StartUp TN, to provide a platform for

StartUps in the State to venture capital firms and

angel investors.

Tata Power has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Tamil Nadu
government to invest about X3,000 crores to set up a solar cell, module
manufacturing unit in Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu.

The new plant in Tamil Nadu will integrate Mono-PERC (Passivated Emitter and
Rear Cell) Bifacial Technology with future n-type technology of Tunnel Oxide
Passivated Contacts (TOPCON) and will produce High Wattage Modules with
industry-leading efficiencies.

International Aerospace Manufacturing Pvt Ltd (IAMPL), a joint venture between
Rolls-Royce and Hindustan Aeronautics for the manufacture of high-precision
aero-engine compressors, also signed an MoU for setting up a plant in Hosur.

Consider the following statement regarding the Reserve Bank's
next round of its order books, inventories and capacity utilization
survey (OBICUS) of manufacturing companies.

1. The 58th round of the OBICUS is for April - June 2022 period.

2. The central bank has been conducting the OBICUS of the
manufacturing sector every quarter since 2008.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

TN signs MoUs
worth X1.25-1akh cr;
to generate nearly
75,000 jobs

OUR BUREAU

Chennai, July 4
The Tamil Nadu government
on Monday signed 60 MoUs to
bring in cumulative invest-
ments of X1.25-lakh crore and
offer75,000 jobs.In thelastone
year, the State had attracted in-
vestment worth X2.2-lakh crore
(via 192 MoUs), according to
State government data.

At the Tamil Nadu Investors’
First Port of Call-Investment
Conclave, 53 facilitation MoUs
were signed for investments of
65,373 crore, generating em-
ployment opportunities to
over 58,400. The companies
that signed the MoUs include
Amplus (Petronas); Cubic PV
and L&T. Another seven MoUs
for projects sanctioned with
structured packages of incent-
ives were signed for invest-
ments of ¥59,871 crore, generat-
ing 75,000 jobs. The firms
include Lucas TVS, ACME Green
Hydrogen and Tata Power.

TECXPERIENCE programme

To encourage FinTech adoption
in the State, the Chief Minister
MK Stalin launched the TECX-
PERIENCE programme, a suite
of technology services avail-
able for free or at a discounted
price for a limited period. He
also inaugurated TN PitchFest,
organised by Guidance and
StartUp TN, to provide a plat-
form for start-ups to venture
capital firms and angel
investors.

Organisational MoUs were
exchanged for 11 projects, in-
cluding VakilSearch and Cap-
ital FinTech.

Also read p9
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e The Reserve Bank has launched the next round of its order RBI launches next
. . . ope . round of survey of
books, inventories, and capacity utilization survey (OBICUS) of AT etaTIng COE
manufacturing companies, results of which provide valuable s ey B S

it has launched the next

. . . round of its order books,

inputs for monetary policy formulation. =

. . . manufacturing companies,

e The 58th round of the OBICUS is for April - June 2022 period. results of which provide vaiu”
icy formulation. . Lo

e Selected manufacturing companies will be approached by the GBI P Al Sfane
2022 period. y
RBI for the survey. e

approached by the RBI fort_hc

e The survey provides valuable input for monetary policy f"‘?Eﬁ’fﬁ.‘&i'f;,i‘;{?lé,‘;l‘,‘.‘fe“;‘&i
ll:l t 'I? survey includes quan-

formulation. received during tne sererence

. the be i’nnin of the uar:car,

e The central bank has been conducting the OBICUS of the pending orders at the end of
. . torlgs with a breakup

manufacturing sector every quarter since 2008. between finished goods,
Thglevel o% capacity utili-

e The RBI has also launched the 2021-22 round of its Survey on A b L i
. . . . "The survey provides valu-
International Trade in Banking Services (ITBS). P oranlattons the KBy said,

The central bank has been

e The survey, conducted annually from 2006-07, provides f.?é‘ﬁ?{::;?flc:fiﬁ.j_‘;‘iﬁ%zgrf
aquarterly basis since .

information on financial services rendered by branches/ the3521 33 round o its Sur-
veyol:\ n ernfﬁ lOl)ivl‘ rade in

subsidiaries/joint ventures of Indian banks operating abroad and S The survey, conducted
e ot gatica anian-

branches/subsidiaries of foreign banks operating in India. e T TR
S eraning . shrosd © aed

branches/subsidiaries of for-

eign banks operating in India.

Recently IGSS Ventures has signed an agreement with State Government for setting up a
semiconductor park.

A. Tamil Nadu IGSS Ventures, TN govtink pact

80

B. Odisha forX25,600-cr semiconductor park
C. Karnataka - ‘

To generate direct _ ,
D. Kerala employment for : e 9 & 9
E. None of the above 1,500 people : ”’ - A '

Singapore-based IGSS Ventures,
a leading player in the semicon-

ductor technology space, is pro- — ]
e |GSS Ventures has signed an agreement posingtoinvestX25,600crorein  1GSS sighed a Memorandum of Understanding with Guidance, Tamil

Tamil Nadu over the next five = Nadugovernment’s nodal agency for investment promotion and

with Tamil Nadu Governmentfor setting years to set up a semiconductor  single-window facilitation, on Friday

fab unit and a semiconductor

up asemiconductor park high-tech park. To this effect, Semiconductor Fabs in India” system comprising circuit
: IGSS signed a Memorandum of under India Semiconductor design companies, raw material

: : _ Understanding (MoU) with  Mission. and equipment suppliers and

® The park WI” be eStathhed on a 300 Guidance, the State govern- outsourcing and testing com-

ment’s nodal agency for invest-  Job opportunities panies may generate job oppor-

acre land. It will be established with an ment promotion and single- IGSS Ventures Pte Ltd is a semi- tunities for about 25,000

. . window facilitation, on Friday, conductor technology holding people.
investment commitment of 25;600 Crore in presence of Chief Minister MK company with three other semi- The proposed project will gen-

. . Stalin. conductor subsidiaries — Innov-  erate direct employment for

rupees in flve years. “The projectwillcomeupover  ative Global Solutions & Services  around 1,500 people, Guidance

. . a300-acre area and the location ~ Pte Ltd, IGSS GaN Pte Ltd and  said in a social media post. The

o As per the gover, nment, the industrial for the same will be worked out,”  CompoundTek Pte Ltd — that to-  developmentcomesa week after

said Thangam Thennarasu, State  gether has tier 1 semiconductor  officials from Guidance held

park has the potential to generate 1500 Industries Minister. IGSS Ven-  foundry/fab capabilitiesand key  talks with the top management
tures has proposed tosetup the  emerging niche technologies. of Foxconn, which manufac-
directhbS. facility under “ProjectSuria”and ~ While there be will directjobop-  tures Apple iPhones in the State,

submitted an application under  portunities for about 1,500 on the latter’s plans to invest in
the “Scheme for Setting up of people by the company, the eco-  the semiconductor sector.
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IGSS Ventures plans to establish a

semiconductor fabrication unit under

the ‘India Semiconductor Mission’ of the

Centre.

IGSS Ventures is a Singapore-based

technology investment holding

company.

India Semiconductor Mission was launched in 2021 under the Ministry of Electronics and IT with a financial
outlay of Rs76,000 crore.

Recently in July partnered with software firm Salesforce to support the company's growth
priorities.

A. State Bank of India

B. HDFC Ltd

C. Bank of Baroda

D. ICICI Bank

E. None of the above

Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd on Tuesday said it has partnered with software firm Salesforce to support the
company's growth priorities.

HDFC wanted to build the next generation of integration backbone, to easily connect backend and frontend
systems including Salesforce.

HDFC stated that Mulesoft with its innovative API-led integration approach coupled with low code
integration capabilities - will help the company innovate quickly around the connecting system.

Arundhati Bhattacharya, CEO of Salesforce India

HDFC MD Renu Sud Karnad.

Consider the following statement regarding the amendment to Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA).

1. With the new rule, relatives can send up to 10 lakh rupees without
informing the government.

2. If the amount exceeds 10 lakhs, individuals will now have three
months to notify the government instead of the previous 30-day limit.

Which of the following statement is correct?
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A. Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

FCRA RULES AMENDED
Relatives abroad
can send up to
I10L to Indians

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, July 2

e The Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) has been amended by

the Union Home Mlinistry to provide some relaxation, including the Money matters

freedom for relatives to transfer more money to India. ik v g i )-’
. . . related to the Foreign Contri- Qs S >
e With the new rule, relatives can send up to 10 lakh rupees without bution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), ‘5 4
allowing n(_ 1ans to receive up
l'nform"ng the government- to flolakhlnagea‘rgrom;ela- il
. , informing theauthiorities.The IR
e [f the amount exceeds 10 lakhs, individuals will now have three months carlierlimit was 21 akh. mNGOs,
n a notification, the home individual
to notify the government instead of the previous 30-day limit. e A | e | Puied
oo . . . Is will I 90 days fund
e Additionally, the amended rule offers organizations more time to Sibrey S gty | 9 haats | b

instead of 30 days earlier. informgovt | haveto

inform the government about the opening of bank accounts for the use  The new rules, Foreign  jnsreagof | declare
Contribution (Regtllatnon) 30 days every

of funds obtained under the "registration" or "prior permission" Amsndizenc Bules. 2033,

category.

were notified by the home e Saren

ministry through a gazette
notification on Friday night.  from relatives.
“In the Foreign Contribution It stated earlier that “any

e A provision that required organizations or individuals receiving foreign
funds to disclose their contributions on their official website every three
months have also been eliminated.

e Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA):

(Regulation) Rules, 2011, in
rule 6,—for the words “one
lakh rupees”, the words “ten
lakh rupees” shall be substi-
tuted; and for the words
“thirty days”,the words“three
months” shall be substi-
tuted,” the notification said.
Rule 6 deals with intimation
of receiving foreign funds

person receiving foreign con-
tribution in excess of ¥1 lakh
or equivalent thereto in a
financial year from any of his
relatives shall inform the cen-
tral government (details of
funds) within 30 days from the
receipt of such contribution”.

Continued on Page 2

e Itis an act of Parliament that was passed in 2010.

e |t was formed to regulate the individuals or associations or companies receiving foreign contributions and to ban
the receipt and use of these funds for any activity that can cause a threat to national security.

e No political organization, other than a political party, is permitted to accept foreign contributions without the
prior consent of the Central Government, according to Section 5 of the aforementioned Act.

83. How much TDS has become applicable on the transfer of Virtual Digital Assets (VDA) from 1 July 2022?
A. 1%

B. 2%

C 3%

D. 4%

E. None of the above
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One percent
tax deducted
at source
(TDS) has
become
applicable on
the transfer
of Virtual

Digital Assets

(VDA) from 1
July 2022.

The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) h

@ guidely

Y cwJ
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CBDT clears air on what qualifies as VDA and what doesn’t

Gift card, mileagefreward points will not
fall under the ambit of virtual digital asset

OUR BUREAU
Now e, jdy
The Income Tax Department
has said that a token which
qualifies to be a virtual digital
asset (VDA) as non-fungible
token (NFT) will not include
an NFT whose transfer results
in the transfer of ownership
of the underlying tangible as
set

Also, it has said that sub-
scription to websites or plat
forms or application will not
be treated as VDA Similarly,
gift card or vouchers, mileage
points, reward points or loy-
alty cards will not be categor-
ised as VDA.

The Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) has issued two
notifications to bring clarity
on VDA, which are popularly
known as cryptos. These noti-
fications are a follow-up to the
Budget announcement which
prescribed 30 per cent tax on
income from the transfer of
VDA and 1 per cent TDS (tax de-
ducted at source) on VDA
transactions. While tax on in-
come came into effect from
April 1, the TDS has come into
effect from July 1.

Clarity on VDA
One of the notifications spe-
cifies “a token which qualifies

in a notification dated 30th June 2022.
As per the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), the following items are not virtual digital assets:

These notifications are  follow-up to the Budget announcement.
which prescribed 30 per cent tax on Income from the transfes of
VDA and 1 per cent TDS on VDA transactions eiumess

to be a virtual digital asset as
non-fungible token within
the meaning of sub<lause (a)
of clause {47A) of Section 2 of

~ o~ =

the Act but shall not include a
nonfungible token whose
transfer results in the transfer
of ownership of the underly

- - s -

ing tangible asset and the
transfer of ownership of such
underlying tangible asset is
legally enforceable.”

Sandeep  Jhunjhjnwala,
Partner with Nangia Ander-
sen LLP, said there were con
cerns on what wol be
covered under NFTs, as its tax-
ation under normal provi
sions could be more benefi
cial vis-a-vis deemed higher
rate of taxation under the
VDA provisions. “The notifica
tion excluding NFTs which de-
rive value from the underly-
ing tangible asset and
transactions  involving the
transfer of the undetlying
tangible asset is a welcome
move. Hence, not all NFTs
would be subject to the VDA
tax provisions,” he said.

In another notification, the
CBDT said that VDAs will ex-
clude gift card or vouchers,
being a record that may be
used to obtain goods or ser-
vices or a discount on goods
or services. Mileage points, re.
ward points or loyalty card
and subscription to websites
or platforms or application
will not be treated as VDA,

Key factor
According to Aakansha Goel,
Partner with T R Chadha & Co
LLP, most of the above VDAs
have been covered within the
ambit of Section 194R of the
Income Tax Act, which seems
to be the reason for the exclu-
sion of the same from the pur-
view of VDA

Raghav Bajaj, a counsel

- - = ~

with Khaitan & Co, said it
clears the ambiguity that had
arisen in relation to the scope
of VDAs.

Amit Maheshwarl, Tax Part-
ner, AKM Global, said thisisa
welcome clarification by the
government since the defini-
tion of VDA is worded in an
ail- encompassing manner

“The unintended con
sequence of the same covered
online gaming coupons,

codes, website subscriptions, | ¢
gift coupons, CRED coins, | 7
credit card reward pointsand | 7

mileage points under the VDA
category. With this clarifica
tion, the ambiguity has been
addressed. They do not have
to bear the tax burden of 30
per cent, which will create cer-
tainty in this space,” he said.

i

& w0 3

as excluded certain items from the definition of virtual digital assets

A gift card or voucher is a record that may be used to obtain goods or services or a discount on goods or services

Reward points, mileage points, or loyalty cards, being a record given without direct monetary consideration
under a reward, award, loyalty, benefit, incentive, promotional, or rebate program that may be redeemed or
used only to obtain goods or services or a discount on goods or services

Subscription to websites or platforms or application

Recently which of the following Indian-origin women has been listed on the Forbes list of America's richest self-

made women.

A. Jayshree V Ullal
B. Neha Narkhede
C. Neerja Sethi

D. Indra Nooyi

E. All of the above

Jayshree Ullal has been
listed on the Forbes list of
America's richest self-
made women. With a net
worth of $1.9 billion, Ullal
owns 5% of Arista's stock.
Ullal ranks 15th on the

Forbes list.

Five Indian-origin faces on Forbes list of
America's richest self-made women

With a net worth of $1.9 billion, Jayshree

V Ullal, president & CEO of Arista
Networks, has grabbed

the 15th position on the

Forbes' list of

America's richest
self-made women.
Besides Ullal, four

other Indian-
origin names

made it to the list.

@ Networth

Jayshree V Ullal

(president & CEO,

Arista Networks)
Rank: 15

$1.9bn

NeerjaSethi | NehaNarkhede | IndraNooyi, Reshma

(co-founder, (co-founder & (former CEO, Shetty
Syntel) former CTO, PepsiCo) (co-founder,

Rank: 24 Confluent) Rank: 85 Ginkgo
Rank: 57 Bioworks)

$1bn $320m | raicor

$490m

$220m

Source: Forbes
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Ulla is not the only Indian-

American on the list. At

rank 24 is Neerja Sethi

with a net worth of USD 1

billion. Sethi co-founded IT

consulting and outsourcing

firm Syntel with her

husband Bharat Desai in

1980

Neha Narkhede, the co-founder of cloud company Confluent, is ranked 57th on the list.

At rank 85 is Indra Nooyi, the former chairperson, and chief executive officer of PepsiCo.
The 41-year-old Reshma Shetty, co-founder of Gingko Bioworks is also on the Forbes' list of America's richest
self-made women

Diane Hendricks, co-founder, and chairman of ABC Supply topped the list for the fifth year.

Recently Star Health and Allied Insurance Company have signed a corporate agency agreement with
for the distribution of its health insurance products.

Axis Bank

Yes Bank

IDFC First Bank
Bank of Baroda
None of the above

moOow>

Star Health and Allied Insurance Company have signed a corporate agency agreement with IDFC FIRST Bank for
the distribution of its health insurance products.

As per the agreement, Star Health and Allied Insurance will offer its health insurance products to the bank's
customers through the latter's digital platform and distribution network.

Star Health and Allied Insurance Co Ltd is an Indian multinational health insurance company headquartered in
Tamil Nadu, Chennai.

IDFC First Bank is an Indian Private Sector Bank that forms part of IDFC, an integrated infrastructure finance
company. The bank started operations on 1 October 2015, after receiving a universal banking license from the
Reserve Bank of India in July 2015.

About Interest rates on small savings schemes for quarter 2 of FY23 Which Of The Following Is
not matched correctly :
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Public Provident Fund (PPF)-7.1 %

Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana - 7.6 %
EPF deposits - 8.1 %
All are Correct

moO®>

e The government on Thursday kept interest rates
unchanged on small savings schemes, including
NSC and PPF, for the second quarter of 2022-23
amid high inflation and rising interest rate.

e The interest rate on small savings schemes has
not been revised since the first quarter of 2020-
21.

e Public Provident Fund (PPF) and National
Savings Certificate (NSC) will continue to have
an annual interest rate of 7.1 percent and 6.8
percent, respectively, in the second quarter of
this fiscal.

e Interest rates for small savings schemes are
notified every quarter.

high inflation.
respectively.
row.

the senior citizens' scheme is paid every quarter.

) cwJ

National Savings Certificate (NSC) - 6.8 %
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Govt. keeps small savings
interest rates unchanged

Move belies hopes of hike amid surge in yields from bonds

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI

The government has left the
interest rates on small sav-
ings schemes such as the
Public Provident Fund
(PPF) and the National Sav-
ings Certificate (NSC) un-
changed for the July-Sep-
tember quarter.

A hike in small savings
rate was expected in view of
a surge in yields on govern-
ment bonds, to which their
returns are linked as per a
formula, amid a surge in in-
flation and increases in key
interest rates by the Re-
serve Bank. “The status quo
on small savings rates for

Rate card | A look at the existing rates of interest
for select small savings schemes

1-year term deposit

55"

5-year term deposit 6.7* L
5-year recurring deposit 5.8*

Senior Citizen Savings Scheme | 7.4 3 -
National Savings Certificate 6.8 oS .
Public Provident Fund 71 o =
Monthly Income Account 6.6 - g
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana 7.6 *approximate §

the next quarter is contrary
to our expectations of a
hike in rates, given the
sharp increases seen in the
yields on government se-

curities of various maturi-
ties,” said ICRA chief econo-
mist Aditi Nayar.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 12

e The girl child savings scheme Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana will fetch 7.6 percent.
e The interest rate on savings deposits will continue to be at 4 percent per annum.

e The one-year term deposit scheme will continue to earn an interest rate of 5.5 percent in the second quarter.

e |tis to be noted that the country's biggest lender State Bank of India (SBI) raised the interest rate on one-year
fixed deposits by 5.10 percent following two consecutive increases in benchmark rate by 90 basis points to tame

e Reserve Bank of India (RBI) raised the repo rate by 40 basis points and 50 basis points in May and June,

e Retail inflation stood at 7.04 percent in May, remaining above the RBI's tolerance level for the fifth month in a

e The interest rate on the five-year senior citizens' savings scheme will be retained at 7.4 percent. The interest on

e Term deposits of one to five years will fetch an interest rate in the range of 5.5-6.7 percent, to be paid quarterly
while the interest rate on five-year recurring deposits will earn a higher interest of 5.8 percent.

Page 69 of 138

ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

@ guidely

(ATF).

A. X3 per liter

B. X5 per liter

C. 6 per liter

D. X8 per liter

E. None of the above

e Special additional excise
duty/cess has been
imposed on exports of
petrol and diesel at X6
per liter and X13 per
liter, respectively.

o A special additional
excise duty of %6 per lite
has been imposed on
exports of Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF).

e Windfall gain tax by wa)
of cess at 23,250 per
tonne has been imposed
on domestically
produced crude oil.

[ ]
prices.

[ ]

[

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

import of gold.

88. Recently
financial services.
A. Fi Money

Y cwJ

87. Recently, a special additional excise duty of
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has been imposed on exports of Aviation Turbine Fuel

Export duty on fuel, import duty on gold
hiked; windfall tax on crude imposed

Earning profits is good but extraordinary
times call for extraordinary measures: FM

SHISHIR SINHA

reew Dt juy |
The government on Friday hiked
Impart duty on gold, slapped ex-
port tax on petrol, diesed and jet
fuel {ATF) shipped out by firms
like Reliance and Nayara Enengy,
and simultaneously imposed a
windfall taxon crude oil. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the exercise was a reflection
of “extraordinary times which
need extraordinary measures”
While the move on gold will
result in prices going up, the
higher export duty on diesel and
jet fuel aims to boost domestic
supply. The government also
maintained that it will review

the new taxation on crude and
petro-products every fortnight
based on international prices
and take a call accordingly.

Arresting import surge
A notification by the Finance
Ministry said the basic custom
duty on gold will now be 12,5 per
<ent as against 75 per cent
Though surcharge at the rate of
10 per cent of basic custom duty
has been remaved, the 25 per
cent agriculture infrastructure
development cess (AIDC) will
continue.  Effectively, Import
duty will now be 15 per vent as
against 10.75 percent.

“Incia does not produce much

Hike in gold import duty will
strengthen grey market: WGC

OUR BUREAU
Mumba, july |

Somasundaram PR, Re-
gional CEO (India), World
Gold Council, said the in-
crease in import duty on
gold to12.5 per cent alms to
reduce imports and case
Macra-economic pressure

on rupee. However, the
overall taxes on gold will
now rise sharply to about
1845 per cent and unless
this is tactical and tempor-
ary, this will strengthen the
grey marketr with adverse
consequences, he added,
Report p8

gold. In fact, the production is ak
maost zlich. So, you are importing
by paying foreign exchange. So,
you would want to see whether
you can at least try to discourage
the extent to which people are
importing,” Sitharaman said

A note from the Finance Min-
istry said there has been a sud-
den surge in gold imports. In
May. a total of 107 tonnes of gokd
was imperted and In fune, 1o,
the imports have been signific-
ant. The surge Is putting pres-
sure on the current account deh-
cit with the resultanc impact
being the weakening of rupee.

Spectal additsonal excise duty|
cess has been imposed on the ex-
port of petrol (26/litre) and
diesel (X3flitre ), The move aims
to factlicate domestic supplies.
The Centre has also imposed 3
spectal additlonal exclse duty of
L6 per litre on exports of ATF,

‘Not to discourage exports’

Sitharaman said while it Is a
good thing that India has be-
come a refining hub and the gov-
ernment would like that to con-
tinue, it Is akso true that some
private pump outlets are now
not supplying for domestic con-
sumption, Further, she said India
buys crude from different places
at costeftective ways while also
making sure the excise duty Is
aut so that the burden & not

continue
Surcharge on BCD removed

respectively

for FY23

volume exported

Special additional excise duty/foesses on exports
of petrol and diesel at ¥6 and T13 per litre,

Upstream ofl companies exporting petrol have
10 sell the equivalent of 50% of the
amount sold to the domestic market

Basic Custom Duty (BCD) on gold hiked o 12.5%
Agriculture Infrastructure Development Cess of 2.5% to

For diesel, this requirement has been put at 30% of the

Windfall gain tax by way of cess at ¥23,250 per tonne

imposed on domestically produced crude od

No estimate of additional revenue of windfall gain, some

reports suggest 66,000 in a full year

passedon tothe ardinary citizen.
“Earning profits is good but
these are extraordinary times
We nead that at least some of itis
for our own citizens and that is
why we have taken this twin
pronged approach. It Is not to
discourage exports, It is not to
discourage Indla remaining a re-
fming hub. It is certainly not
against profic eamings. But ex-
traordinary times do - require
some such steps,” she sald.
Revenue Secretary Tarun Baja)
clarified that the increase in the
duty will be applicable toSpecial
Economic Zonesalso. "But theex-
port restriction will not be ap-

A windfall gain tax is a higher tax rate imposed on sudden big profits of a company or industry.
Basic Customs Duty (BCD) on gold has been increased from 7.5% to 12.5%.
Agriculture Infrastructure Development Cess of 2.5% will continue. Surcharge on BCD has been removed.
Effectively, import duty on gold is now 15% as against earlier 10.75%.

plicable” he sald. A cess of
¥23,250 per tonne { by way of spe-
cial additional excise duty) has
beenimpaosed on crude.

Nocesson import of crude
“Domestic crude producers sell
crude to domestic refineries at
international parity prices. As a
result, the producers are making
windfall gains. Taking this into
account, a cess has been im-
posed,” sakd the ministry. The im-
port of crude would not be sub-
jecttothiscess. The ministry also
clarified the cess will have no ad-
verse impact on domestic petro-
Jeum productsfuel prices.

This tax has been imposed to take away windfall gains accruing to oil producers from high international oil

Import duty on gold has been raised from 10.75% to 15% to control the current account deficit (CAD) and rising

launched an initiative The Ally Annexure to help LGBTQ customers gain better access to
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Pi Phy

Paytm

Open

None of the above

mMOoOOW

Bengaluru-based neo bank Fi Money recently launched an initiative to help LGBTQ customers gain better access
to financial services.

While still at its initial stages, the 'The Ally Annexure' initiative aims to educate institutions about being more
accessible to queer customers' financial needs.

The initiative was launched in partnership with Pride Circle, a diversity and inclusion firm. It will be supported by
Fi Money's banking partner - Kochi-based Federal Bank.

Founded in 2019, the fintech company is funded by Sequoia India, Ribbit Capital, and B Capital Group.

Recently has teamed up with CAMSPay to introduce Unified Payments Interface (UPI) Autopay for
immediate SIPs.

A. UTI Mutual Fund

B. MAS Financial Services Ltd

C. Tata Mutual Fund

D. Nebo Financial Services

E. None of the above

Tata Mutual Fund has teamed up with CAMSPay to introduce Unified Payments Interface (UPI) Autopay for
immediate SIPs. Using this, investors in mutual funds can use their virtual payme nt address (VPA)/UPI handle
to mandate an Autopay facility for their Systematic Investment Plan (SIP) contributions.

This is yet another effort from Tata Mutual Fund to provide ease of transactions to investors. They can now set
a SIP mandate in their UPI application. Instruction to debit the investor’s bank account will be sent on the SIP
date for immediate recovery of funds in the scheme account. This ensures that the investor gets the
appropriate NAV to ensure operational efficiency.

CAMSPay’s UPI Autopay offers Real-Time Third-Party Payment Validation (TPV) and Same-Day Settlement,
hence the NAV benefit to the investors.

Recently in July in partnership with Aditya Birla Finance Ltd (ABFL)
announced, the launch of "highly rewarding lifestyle credit card.
A. ICICI Bank
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B. HDFC Bank
C. SBI Card Aditya Birla SBI card
SBI Card has
D. Yes Bank -:: announced the
E. None of the above L MUBCAUACIE, Wt

Birla SBI Card’, a

lifestyle credit card,

in a strategic
partnership with Aditya Birla
Finance. The card has been designed
to give customers reward points on

e SBI Card, in partnership with Aditya Birla Finance Ltd (ABFL), announced, on June

30, the launch of ‘Aditya Birla SBI Card’, a "highly rewarding lifestyle credit card." ;heril_rspendinlggfoynd telecom,
ashion, travel, dining,

e The rewards-centric credit card has been launched in two variants on the Visa entertainment, and hotels. The

PPURT . ” P . ' rewards-centric credit card has

platform: ‘Aditya Birla SBI Card SELECT’ and ‘Aditya Birla SBI Card. been launched in two variants -

‘Aditya Birla SBI Card SELECT’ and

e The key difference variants between the two variants are the reward points and benefit: Aditya Birla SBI Card’, on the Visa

times or more than that of the other. platform. The joining/annual
. ) renewal fee for ‘Aditya Birla SBI Card’
e Rama Mohan Rao Amara, Managing Director, and CEO, SBI Card. and ‘Aditya Birla SBI Card SELECT"is

. . . R . . 499 and ¥1499 respectively.
e Rakesh Singh, Managing Director, and CEO, Aditya Birla Finance Ltd.

91. Recently in partnership with EazyDiner has announced the launch of Dining Delights, a unique
and enriching dining experience for the Bank’s customers
A. State Bank Of India

B. Axis Bank Enjoy Rs.1000*off

C. Yes Bank at 10,000+ restaurants L

D. ICICI Bank with EazyDiner - '
Only with Axis Bank Credit & Debit Cards .

E. None of the above

Axis Bank DINING DELIGHTS
now in partnership with EazyDiner

e Axis Bank, India’s third-largest private sector
bank, in partnership with EazyDiner, India’s
leading table reservation, food discovery, and
restaurant payment platform, has announced
the launch of Dining Delights, a unique and
enriching dining experience for the Bank’s
customers.

e The program will offer a host of benefits such as the option to choose from over 10,000 premium restaurants
across India and Dubai, instant confirmation on table reservations, and exclusive offers on dining reservations
made through the EazyDiner app.

e In addition to the exquisite dining experience, Dining Delights will soon offer ‘Celebrations with Axis Bank and
EazyDiner’ an exclusive birthday celebration experience for premium cardholders, who can enjoy personalized
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dining recommendations for their birthday by the culinary concierge at EazyDiner and also avail of 50% off on
their meal.

Recently in July partnered with Avanse Financial Services, an education-focused NBFC, to
provide student travel insurance to overseas academic aspirants financed by Avanse.

A. Bharati AXA General Insurance

Aditya Birla General Insurance Company

Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company

Edelweiss General Insurance Company
None of the above

mOoOW

Edelweiss General Insurance (EGI) has partnered with Avanse Financial Services, an education-focused NBFC, to
provide student travel insurance to overseas academic aspirants financed by Avanse.

EG/’s student travel insurance takes care of medical expenses and protects students from emergencies and losses.
EGI’s plan offers complete coverage against medical, stay, and travel inconvenience-related covers, thereby
ensuring a worry-free, study and stay period for students.

Indian students opting to go abroad for higher education are growing at a fast pace. Industry reports suggest
that this number is expected to touch 1.8 million by 2024, leading to increased spending as well.

Recently in July launched SWITCH, a comprehensive motor insurance product under Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority's (Irdai) Sandbox initiative.

A. Bharati AXA General Insurance

B. Aditya Birla General Insurance Company

C. Bajaj Allianz General Insurance Company
D
E

. Edelweiss General Insurance Company
None of the above

Edelweiss General Insurance has launched SWITCH, a comprehensive motor insurance product under Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority's (Irdai) Sandbox initiative.

SWITCH is a completely digital, mobile telematics-based motor policy. The app detects motion and automatically
activates insurance when the vehicle is driven, making it convenient and hassle-free for customers.

SWITCH has been designed keeping in mind the changing driving preferences of today’s mobile-savvy customers.
We attempt to incentivize good driving and make customers pay only as per usage.
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SWITCH can be bought online. Post the purchase, customers can download the SWITCH app from Google Play
Store and the iOS App Store to see their policy.

Recently ReNew Power in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Self-
Employed Women’s Association of India (SEWA), launched which aims to train low-income women
salt pan workers to work as solar technicians.

A. Project Agni

Project Surya

Project Bandhan

Project Veer

mMOoONOWw

None of the above

ReNew Power in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Self-Employed
Women’s Association of India (SEWA), launched ‘Project Surya’, which aims to train low-income women salt pan
workers to work as solar technicians.

Under this program, women salt pan workers, who work in the physically challenging and extreme temperatures
of the remote Rann of Kutch marshes, will be trained as solar panel and solar pump technicians at Dhokavada
village in the Patan district of Gujarat.

Currently, these women save an average of 10,000 in around 10 months, while a solar panel technician can earn
up toX18,000 a month. The project will address multiple Sustainable Development Goals under one umbrella,
including no poverty, gender equality, affordable and clean energy, decent work, economic growth, and climate
action.

The program will start with training 60 women and, eventually, around 1,000 women will be skilled in the new
clean energy transition roles. The program will be supported by the government’s National Skill Development
Corporation.

ReNew is providing financial support and familiarization with its renewable facility in the area, while SEWA is the
lead implementation partner. For its part, UNEP will be responsible for monitoring and evaluating the project.

Consider the following statement regarding According to RBI official data on fraud cases in private as well as
public sector banks.

1. Number of fraud cases in private as well as public sector banks dropped to 118 in FY22 from 265 in 2020-21
2. Frauds in the banking sector involving sums of over X100 crores have declined significantly, with banks
reporting cases worth 341,000 crores in 2021-22.

Which of the following statement is correct?
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A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Frauds in the banking sector
involving sums of over X100 crores
have declined significantly, with
banks reporting cases worth
41,000 crores in 2021-22
compared to X1.05 lakh crore in the
previous year.

According to official data, the
number of fraud cases in private as
well as public sector banks dropped
to 118 in FY22 from 265 in 2020-21.

Banking frauds of over X100 cr decline

down to 328,000 crore from

feedback@livemint com

rauds in the banking sec-
F torinvolvingsums ofover

{100 crore have declined
significantly, with banks
reporting cases worth 341,000
crore in 2021-22 compared to
{105 trillion in the previous
year. According to official data,
the number of fraud cases in
private aswell as public sector
banks dropped to 118 in FY22
from 265in 2020-21.

In the case of public sector
banks (PSBs), the total number
of fraud cases of over 3100
croredeclined to80 from167in
FY21, while for private sector
lenders such cases reduced to
38in FY'22 from 98 earlier, as
perthe data. Interms of cumu-
lative amount, it has come

165,900 crore in FY'21 for
PSBs. For private sector banks,
the reduction is from 339,900
croreto 13,000 crore inFY'22,

Inabid to check frauds, the
Reserve Bank of

implementation of EWS
framework in select Scheduled
Commercial Banks, in collabo-
ration with the Reserve Bank
Information Technology Pri-
vate Limited (ReBIT).

Further, the

India (RBI) has The number of effectiveness of
been taking sev- fraud cases in EWSwasassessed
eral steps includ- private as well as in select banks by
il;};:' imp::t;}'inlg; public sector ;l\illj_" “ill‘l{i{lll(;
efficacy of Early Learning (ML
Warning System ban‘ss dropped to algorithms.

(EWS) frame- "286?II‘FIY2%)2233‘1“ Earlier this

work, strengthen-
ing fraud govern-
ance and

response system, augmenting

dataanalysis for monitoring of
transactions and introduction
of dedicated Market Intelli-
gence (MI) Unit for frauds.
During 2021-22, the RBI
carried out a study on the

vear, State Bank of
India (SBI)
reported one of
the biggest bank frauds in the
country totalling 322,842
crore, perpetrated by ABG
Shipyard and their promoters.

This was much higher than
the case involving Nirav Modi
and his uncle Mehul Choksi,

who allegedly cheated Punjab
National Bank (PNB) ofaround
114,000 crore through issu-
ance of fraudulent Letters of
Undertaking (LoUs).

Last month, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
booked Dewan Housing
Finance Ltd (DHFL), its former
CMD Kapil Wadhawan,
director Dheeraj Wadhawan
and others in a fresh case
involving 34,615 crore, mak-
ing it the biggest bank fraud
probed by the agency.

A consortiumoflendersled
by Union Bank of India alleged
that the firm had availed credit
facility to the tune of 342,871
crore between 2010 and 2018
from the consortium under
various arrangements but
started defaulting on repay-
ments from May 2019 onwards,

In the case of public sector banks (PSBs), the total number of fraud cases of over X100 crores declined to 80 from
167 in FY'21, while for private-sector lenders such cases reduced to 38 in FY'22 from 98 earlier, as per the data.

In terms of cumulative amount, it has come down to 28,000 crores from X65,900 crores in FY'21 for PSBs. For
private sector banks, the reduction is from 39,900 crores to X13,000 crore in FY'22.

In a bid to check fraud, the RBI has been taking several steps including improving the efficacy of the Early
Warning System (EWS) framework, strengthening fraud governance and response system
During 2021-22, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) carried out a study on the implementation of the EWS framework
in select Scheduled Commercial Banks, in collaboration with the Reserve Bank Information Technology Private

Limited (ReBIT).

Further, the effectiveness of EWS was assessed in select banks by using Machine Learning (ML) algorithms.

Earlier this year, the State Bank of India (SBI) reported one of the biggest bank frauds in the country totaling
22,842 crores, perpetrated by ABG Shipyard and its promoters.
Last month, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) booked Dewan Housing Finance Ltd (DHFL), its former CMD
Kapil Wadhawan, director Dheeraj Wadhawan and others in a fresh case involving 34,615 crores, making it the
biggest bank fraud probed by the agency.

Recently NCRTC has entered into an agreement with

maintenance of the 82 km long Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor for 12 years.

A. DB India

for the comprehensive operation and
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S e NCRTC SIGNS MEMORANDUM WITH DB INDIA
D. RailWire New Delhi: The National Capital Region Transport Corporation
E. None of the above (NCRTC) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with

Deutsche Bahn Engineering and Consultancy India Pvt Ltd (DB India)
for the comprehensive operation and maintenance of the 82 km long
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor for a period of 12 years.

NCRTC agreed on July 1, 2022, with DB India for the comprehensive operation and maintenance of the 82 km long
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor for 12 years.

The rail-based transit systems in India are run by public entities, at times by outsourcing certain activities to
private contractors.

There has been limited participation by the private sector in this sector and till now the scope has generally been
limited to the provision of facility management and ancillary services.

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs issued the Metro Rail Policy in 2017 which, inter alia, advocates the need for
private sector participation in regional rail and metro rail projects.

Deutsche Bahn Engineering and Consultancy India Pvt Ltd (DB India) is a subsidiary of Deutsche Bahn AG,
National Railway Company of Germany.

NCRTC has also adopted the first-of-its-kind model for integrated procurement cum long-term (15 years)
comprehensive maintenance of rolling stock through private participation to capture lifecycle costing.

ICICIdirectiLearn app

ICICI Securities
Recently announced the launch of ICICIdirect iLearn, a learning (1-Sec), which
. . . operates ICICIdirect,
app for customers to easily access content curated around several financial e ——
products and stock market topics. launch of ‘ICICIdirect
iLearn,’alearning
A. IciCl Bank app that will provide customers
B. ICICI Securities with access to learning content
curated around several financial
C. HDFCErgo products and market topics.Ina
D. RBL Bank country like India where more
people are gradually transitioning
E. None Of the above towards investment in the markets,
amajor proportion of them are still
unfamiliar of the nitty-gritty of
financial orinvestment tools. The
ICICI Securities (I-Sec) on Wednesday announced the launch of ICICIdirect app currently hosts more than 550
. . . plus content pieces across various
iLearn, a learning app for customers to easily access content curated around secilons. Thecortentiailbe
several financial products and stock market topics. updated on regularintervals.

This will equip customers with the robust knowledge required to better assist them in their investment journey,
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ICICldirect iLearn’ aims to familiarise investors with the knowledge of financial or investment tools by including

both, standard and contemporary content, catering to the requirement of beginners as well as evolved investors

Currently, the app has over 550 content pieces across various sections related to financial markets and the
content will be updated at regular intervals.

Consider the following statement regarding RBI's new norms to boost forex inflows to shore up the rupee.

1. Foreign currency non-resident deposits [FCNR (B) and NRE deposits] will be exempt from the maintenance
of cash reserve ratio (CRR) and statutory liquidity ratio (SLR).
2. The limit for external commercial borrowings under the automatic route has been raised to $1.5 billion
from $750 million or its equivalent per financial year.

Which of the following statement is correct?

RBI steps in with measures to
boost forex flows, stem Re slump

A. Only 1

B. Only 2

C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on
Wednesday further liberalized norms
to boost inflows of foreign exchange,
including doubling the borrowing limit
under the ECB route, amid the rupee
falling against the US dollar.

The measures taken by the central
bank come against the backdrop of
the rupee depreciating by 4.1 percent
against the US dollar during the
current financial year so far (up to July
5) amid the ongoing geopolitical
tensions.

The measures include easing norms for
FPI investment in the debt market and
increasing the External Commercial
Borrowing (ECB) limit under the
automatic route from $750 million or

Eases norms for
NRI deposits and
investments by FPIs

OUR BUREAU

Mumbai, july6

In the backdrop of global un-
certainties and the continuing
weakness of the rupee against
the US dollar, the Reserve Bank
of India on Wednesday un-
leashed a slew of measures to
boost forex inflows by relaxing
norms for deposits by non-res-
ident Indians, investments by
foreign portfolio investors,
and raising the limits for ex-
ternal commercial
borrowings.

The RBI has doubled the
limit under the automatic
route for ECBs from $750 mil-
lion per financial year to $15
billion in a bid to encourage
companies to raise money
through this route.

Other measures
Other measure include an ex-
emption to banks from the
Cash Reserve Ratio and the
Statutory Liquidity Ratio on all
Foreign Currency Non-Resid-
ent (Bank) and Non-Resident
(External) Rupee term depos-
its. These deposits will be
withoutreference to the extant
regulations on interest rates,
which could push banks to
raise fresh deposits from NRIs.
For FPIs, the RBI has allowed
access to more funds. For ex-
ample, it has been decided that
FPIs can invest in all-new issu-
ances of G-Secs of 7-year and 14-

Key measures

* exempts banks from CRR and SLR
requirement on incremental FCNR(B)
and NRE term deposits from reporting

fortnight July 30.

* Banks can temporarily raise fresh
FCNR(B) and NRE deposits without
reference to the extant regulations on

interest rates

iz

L

*® Investments by FPIs in G-Secs and corporate debt made till
October 31, 2022 to be exempt from macro-prudential

short-term limit

*® FPIs to be provided with a limited window till October 31 to
invest in corporate money market instruments

*® ECB limit under the automatic route doubled to $1.5 billion

year tenors, including the cur-
rent issuances of 7.10 per cent
GS 2029 and 7.54 per cent GS
2036. Currently, they can invest
in government securities (G-
Secs) with 5-year, 10-year and
30-year tenors

“In order to further diversify
and expand the sources of
forex funding to mitigate
volatility and dampen global
spillovers, it has been decided
to undertake measures to en-
hance forex inflows while en-
suring overall macroeconomic
and financial stability," the RBI
said.

Focus on NRI deposits

Upasna Bhardwaj, Chief Eco-
nomist, Kotak Mahindra Bank-
,said the measures should help
in attracting NRI deposits and
also reasonable FPI inflows
into the bond market at the
shorter end, providing relief to
the supply-laden market. “FPI's

permission on corporate
money market instruments
will also aid inflows in the debt
segment,” she said.

The RBI underlined that In-
dia's growth prospects remain
strong and resilient while re-
ferring to high frequency
indicators.

Modest CAD
“The current account deficit
(CAD) is modest. All capital
flows barring portfolio invest-
ments remain stable and an
adequate level of reserves
provides a buffer against ex-
ternal shocks,” it further said.

The move comes just days
after the Finance Ministry
hiked import duty on gold,
slapped export tax on petrol,
dieseland jet fuel and imposed
awindfall tax on crude oil.

The rupee has depreciated
4.1 per cent against the US dol-
lar so far this financial year

up to July 5, which is modest
relative to other emerging
market currencies and even
major advanced economies,
the RBI said.

Rupeeup

On Wednesday, the rupee
ended marginally higher at
7930 against the US dollar
from its previous close of 79.37
butitis expected to breach the
80 level down the year.

Analysts believe the RBI ac-
tions will have a positive senti-
mental impact in the short
term but will have a marginal
positive impact over the me-
dium term.

“However, for sustainable
dollar inflows, global as well as
domestic stability in growth
and inflation is needed,” said
Dilip Parmar, HDFC Securities,
adding that as the dollar
strength continues versus ma-
jor currencies, the impact of
steps taken by the government
and central bank on the rupee
might not last long.

Abhishek Goenka, Founder
and CEO, IFA Global, said it re-
mains to be seen how much
impact these measures will
have given that corporates
were as it is not borrowing
much through ECBs. “Even on
FCNR deposits, banks are not
too sure how much incre-
mental flows will come,” he
said.

India’s foreign exchange re-
serves stood at $593.3 billion as
on June 24, supplemented by a
substantial stock of net for-
ward assets.

Page 77 of 138

Click Here For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

99.

@ guidely @

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

its equivalent per financial year to
S1.5 billion.
Here are the measures:

At present, banks are required to include all Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) [FCNR(B)] and Non-Resident
(External) Rupee (NRE) deposit liabilities for computation of Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL) for
maintenance of CRR and SLR. It has been decided that with effect from the reporting fortnight beginning July 30,
2022, incremental FCNR(B) and NRE deposits with a reference base date of July 1, 2022, will be exempt from the
maintenance of CRR and SLR. This relaxation will be available for deposits mobilized up to November 4, 2022.

At present, interest rates on Foreign Currency Non-Resident Bank [FCNR(B)] deposits are subject to ceilings of
Overnight Alternative Reference Rate (ARR) for the respective currency/swap plus 250 basis points for deposits of
1 year toless than 3 years maturity and overnight ARR plus 350 basis points for deposits of 3 years and above and
up to 5 years maturity. In the case of NRE deposits, as per extant instructions, interest rates shall not be higher
than those offered by the banks on comparable domestic rupee term deposits. It has been decided to temporarily
permit banks to raise fresh FCNR(B) and NRE deposits without reference to the extant regulations on interest
rates, with effect from July 7, 2022. This relaxation will be available for the period up to October 31, 2022.

Fully Accessible Route (FAR): Currently, all central government securities (G-Secs) with 5-year, 10-year, and
30-year tenors are categorized as “specified securities” under the FAR. it has been decided that all new

issuances of G-Secs of 7-year and 14-year tenors, including the current issuances of 7.10% GS 2029 and
7.54% GS 2036, will be designated as specified securities under the FAR.

Which among the following has received Microsoft Partner of the Year Awards 2022 in the healthcare and life
sciences category?

A. HCL Technologies

Reliance Industries

Tata Consultancy Services Ltd

Infosys

None of the above

mMOoOW

HCL Technologies received Microsoft Partner of the Year Awards 2022 in the healthcare and life sciences category.
HCL Technologies received the award for innovation and implementing customer solutions based on Microsoft
technology.

HCL Technologies has received the Microsoft Partner of the Year Award for Healthcare and Life Sciences (global
winner) and the 2022 UK Microsoft Partner of the Year Award (country winner) awards.
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services, and devices.

% stake in Bharti Airtel.

1.28 %
2.27 %
4.99 %
9.91%
None of the above

® >

mo o

e The Competition Commission of India approved Google’s
investment of nearly $1 billion for 1.28% in Bharti Airtel.

e The CCl approved the proposed combination based on
modifications offered by the Acquirer (Google International
LLC)

e Google and Airtel have executed an Investment Agreement
(IA) per which the Acquirer proposes to acquire a minority
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e |t was also a finalist in the 2022 Microsoft Partner of the Year Award for Internet of Things (domain finalist).
e The Awards are given to Microsoft partners who have developed outstanding Microsoft-based applications,

100. Recently TheCompetition Commission of India approved Google’s investment of nearly S1 billion for

LLLUARL TN CERL L ERL LU CLORTLELRE AT LERRLY CRRLERRRE L CRRL CURRT L TRRE LR LERRL LU AR R L LR TR LT

CCl Clears Google’s
Stake Buyin Airtel

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Anti-trust regula-
tor Competition Commission of
India (CCI) on Thursday appro-
ved tech giant Google’s acquisi-
tion of a 1.28% stake in telecom
provider Bharti Airtel.

CCI said in a press release that
Google LLC plans toacquire anon-
controlling minority stake in the
telecom provider, adding that both
parties have also entered certain
commercial arrangements.

“The Commission approved
the proposed combination on
the basis of modifications offe-
red by the acquirer (Google),”
the press release said, adding,
“The parties also intend to enter

arrangements in future.”

In January 2022, Airtel had an-
nounced that Google will invest
$700 million to buy a 1.28% stake
in the company at a price of ¥734
per share. On Thursday, shares
of Airtel closed 0.4% lower on

the BSE at 2684.
US-based Google
is making the ac-
quisition through
a holding compa-
ny, Google Invest-
ments LLC, which
is a subsidiary of Delaware ba-
sed Alphabet Inc. It will invest
another $300 million through va-
rious other commercial arran-
gements in areas like manufac-
turing of affordable smart pho-
nes and investments in cloud

and non-controlling stake of 1.28% of equity share capital.

into certain other commercial adoption.

LLLLURL LU T URRRL O TR AR EELRR L CRRR T AR LT URRLELLRR TR LR LT IARL LU AR TR LR T

e Along with the IA, the acquirer and the target through their
dffiliates have also entered into certain commercial deals.

e Google had said in January this year that it will invest up to $1 billion in India’s No 2 telecom services provider
Bharti Airtel through an equity purchase of 1.28% for $700 million and a commercial agreement of 5300 million
on mutual terms over the next five years.

e The investment comes on the back of the internet search giant has invested $4.5 billion in Reliance Jio back in July
2020, both part of the Google for India Digitization Fund, making it an investor in two rival telecom service
providers in the sector.

e Google has already partnered with Reliance Jio to launch of low-cost smartphone - JioNext - with an optimized
Android OS, as part of Google’s investment into Jio last year.

101. Recently in July inked a pact with the Government of Haryana towards the distribution of
mobile phones to consumers through an e-unified payment interface system,
A. Indian Bank
B. State Bank Of India
C. Punjab National Bank
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D. Bank Of Baroda
E. None of the above

e Public sector Indian Bank has inked a pact with the Government of Haryana towards
the distribution of mobile phones to consumers through an e-unified payment interface
system.

e As per the agreement, the city-headquartered bank would provide e-upi coupons to
beneficiaries. The coupons can be redeemed without any credit or debit card allowing
the customers to avail a mobile phone from a designated vendor.

e Mobile distribution melas would be organized by the bank in Haryana under this
initiative.

e Indian Bank is a major nationalized bank. It is under the ownership of the Ministry of
Finance, Government of India. It was established in 1907 and is headquartered in
Chennai, India.

102. Recently in July approved loans totaling USD 1.75 billion (about Rs
13,834.54 crore) to fund India’s PM Ayushman Bharat scheme and private

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

Indian Bank
signs MoU with
Haryana's govt

PUBLIC SECTOR INDIAN Bank
has inked a pact with the Gov-
ernment of Haryana towards
distribution of mobile phonesto
consumers through e-unified
payment interface system, the
bank said on Saturday.

As per the agreement, the
Chennai-headquartered bank
would provide e-upi coupons to
beneficiaries. The coupons can
be redeemed without any credit
or debit card allowing the cus-
tomers to avail a mobile phone
fromadesignatedvendor,abank
statement here said. Mobile dis-
tribution melaswould be organ-
ised by the bank in Haryana

investment to boost economic growth. underthis,itadded. ~ —PTI
A. ADB
B. WB India gets $1.75-billion
C. AllB loan from World Bank
D. EU s O el B ety
for healthcare, ll‘l .ld(di(ion lé’tl‘\’c na(im:;{
E. None of the above Infrastructure ey inemendon neol
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA States namely Andhra Pra-
New Delhi, July 1 desh, Kerala, Meghalaya,
The World Bank has approved  Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu,
loans totalling $1.75 billion and Uttar Pradesh, the multi-
(about 13,834.54 crore) to lateral funding agency said.
fund the Prime Mi‘ni?(eljs Ay- Seqardte}ly. )ils bo?rd) ap:
e The World Bank has approved loans totaling USD 1.75 billion (about Rs ooy bbb R tsshied e
. . the economic growth. - addrcss_ing ﬁnnncing gaps _hy
13,834.54 crore) to fund India’s PM Ayushman Bharat scheme and private 5 oalon spiier  (emsns b o,
. . tor, while the rest $750 mil- small businesses, and the
Investment to boost economic growth, lion will be in the form of de-  green finance markets.
velopment policy loan (DPL) The World Bank said India’s
opye . . o fill the financing gaps performance i he health
L] Of the tOtal Ioan, USD 1 b’”lon Wl” gO towards the health Sector, Wh’le the :hrough'pr:va\c soc(lo?intggl- ;ccmrl ‘llms ili?pri)vgdl §v(cr
ment in the economy. e l_lmc. t \‘{s estimate; (n iq's
rest USD 750 million will be in the form of a development policy loan (DPL) " s Foard ol Bt ol obecaney oo
i i i i i i o s el Sl b e
to fill the financing gaps through private sector investment in the sl etsh o Sipcort el SEsIE eI,
Through this combined fin-  rate (36 per 1,000 live births),
economy, ancing of $1billion, the World  infant mortality rate (30 per
Bank will support the Pra- 1,000 live births), and mater-
e e dhan antri-Ayushman  nal mortality ratio per
e The World Bank Board of Executive Directors approved two Bharat Health Infiastnchme 43,060 tive Hirtha) are. ol
Mission (PM-ABHIM), v_;l()semllmaveragmt I_orln_di.l'_s’
complementary loans of USD 500 million each to support and enhance WEril Bk B s arelde  DEaREachierarients (st
. on Friday. to skilled birth attendance,
Indla's health sector. immunisations, and other
Healthcare infra priority services, the World
The funds will be used to im-  Bank said.
c™M
K
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Through this combined financing of USD 1 billion, the World Bank will
support India’s flagship Pradhan Mantri-Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM), launched in October 2021.

In addition to the national-level interventions, one of the loans will prioritize
seven states namely Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Meghalaya, Odisha, Punjab,
Tamil Nadu, and Uttar Pradesh.

103. Recently has developed a Change Detection Software to detect unauthorised constructions &

encroachments on defence land .

A. Centre of Excellence on Satellite & Unmanned Remote Vehicle Initiative (CoE-SURVEI)
B. National Remote Sensing Centre

C. Defense Research and Development Organisation

D. Defense Acquisition Council

E. None of the above

Al-based software has been developed by DGDE to detect unauthorized constructions & encroachments on
defense land.

The Centre of Excellence on Satellite & Unmanned Remote Vehicle Initiative (COE-SURVEI) has developed this
Change Detection Software in association with Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC).

It will automatically detect changes on the ground by using Satellite Imagery.

It uses the latest technologies in the survey including satellite imagery, drone imagery, and geospatial tools. It
detects changes on the ground by analyzing satellite imagery regularly.

This software will help in the optimum use of defense land through Geographic Information System (GIS)-based
land management systems.

At present, this software uses the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) Cartosat-3 imagery. This is being
used by the Centre of Excellence (CoE) in 62 Cantonments.

This software facilitates better control over unauthorized activities and ensures accountability of field staff.
Directorate General, Defence Estates (DGDE) is the headquarters of the Indian Defence Estates Service. It
provides advisory inputs on all Cantonments and Land matters to the Ministry of De fence and other
organizations under the Ministry of Defence. It also ensures implementation of the Cantonments Act 2006,
Policies, Rules & Regulations, and Executive instructions.

104. Recently launched the Cyber VaultEdge insurance plan, a comprehensive cyber insurance cover

for individuals that protects against financial losses arising from cyber risks and attacks.
A. BOB Financial Solutions Limited
B. SBI General Insurance
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C. HDFC Bank
D. ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
E. None of the above

SBI General launches cyber
insurance cover for individuals

New Delhi: SBI General Insurance has launched the Cyber
VaultEdge insurance plan, a comprehensive cyber insurance
cover for individuals that provides protection against financial
losses arising from cyber risks and attacks, the insurer said in a
statement. TECHCIRCLE

SBI General Insurance launched the Cyber Vaultkdge insurance plan, a comprehensive cyber insurance cover for
individuals that protects against financial losses arising from cyber risks and attacks.

SBI General has designed SBI General Cyber VaultEdge which offers a range of benefits and protects individuals
against cyber risks, allowing them to be assured against any such instances while conducting activities on the
internet or during digital transactions.

SBI General Insurance is a joint venture general insurance company. State Bank of India, the largest state-owned
banking and financial services company in India owns 70 percent of the total capital. Other investors are Axis
Bank Asset Management Co. Ltd.

105. Consider the following statement regarding IFSCA (Fund Management) Regulations, 2022 for Angel Funds to
facilitate investments in start-ups.

1. Angel Funds shall accept investments from accredited investors or investors who are willing to commit at least
USD 40,000 over 5 years.
2. Investment(s) by an Angel Fund in a start-up is capped at USD 1,500,000.

Which of the following statement is correct?

A. Only1

B. Only2 Regulatory framework for Angel Funds to facilitate investments in start-ups
C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Posted On: 01 JUL 2022 5:57PM by PIB Delhi

The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), in furtherance of its mandate to develop and regulate financial products, financial services and financial
institutions in the International Financial Services Centres (IFSC). had notified the IFSCA (Fund Management) Regulations, 2022 in April 2022 enabling the regulatory

framework for various activities related to fund management including schemes for investing in early-stage venture capital undertaking (start-ups)

Angel Funds bridge the gap between start-ups and angel investors, who are instrumental 1 providing mentoring, and resources to the start-ups. In recogmition of the same,
IFSCA has now 1ssued a framework for Angel funds under the [FSCA (Fund Management) Regulations, 2022, The salient features of the said framework are as under

1. A Fund Management Entity (FME) in I[FSC will be able to launch Angel Fund by filing a placement memorandum with the Authority under a Green Channel, 1e. the
schemes can open for subscription by investors inmediately upon filing the placement memorandum with the Authority.

2 Angel Funds shall accept investments from accredited investors or investors who are willing to commir at least USD 40,000 over 5 years

3. Angel Funds are permitted to invest in start-ups as well as other regulated angel schemes in IFSC, India, foreign jurisdictions upon receiving consent from the
desirous investors.

4. While mnvestment(s) by an Angel Fund m a start-up 1s capped at USD 1,300,000, the Angel fund 1s permitied to mvest i subsequent rounds of fund raising by the

start-up in order to protect its shareholding from dilution. subject to certain conditions
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The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), in furtherance of its mandate to develop and
regulate financial products, financial services, and financial institutions in the International Financial Services
Centres (IFSC), had notified the IFSCA (Fund Management) Regulations, 2022 in April 2022 enabling the regulatory
framework for various activities related to funding management including schemes for investing in early-stage
venture capital undertaking (start-ups).

Angel Funds bridge the gap between start-ups and angel investors, who are instrumental in providing mentoring,
and resources to the start-ups. In recognition of the same, IFSCA has now issued a framework for Angel funds
under the IFSCA (Fund Management) Regulations, 2022. The salient features of the said framework are as under:

USD 40,000 over 5 years.

certain conditions.

Bank.

A. Only18&2

Which of the following statement is correct?

e Angel Funds are permitted to invest in start-ups as well as other regulated angel schemes in IFSC, India, and
foreign jurisdictions upon receiving consent from the desirous investors.

106. Consider the following statement regarding the Reserve bank of India (RBI)'s approval for the proposed
amalgamation of HDFC into HDFC Bank.
1. Shareholders of HDFC as of the record date will receive 42 shares of HDFC Bank.
2. HDFC Bank will be 100% owned by public shareholders and existing shareholders of HDFC will own 41% of HDFC

3. Sashidhar Jagdishan, who became MD & CEO of HDFC Bank in October 2020 will lead the merged entity.

BEHEMOTH TO BE AMONG WORLD'S 10 MOST VALUED BANKS

e A Fund Management Entity (FME) in IFSC will be able to launch Angel Fund by filing a placement memorandum
with the Authority under a Green Channel, i.e. the schemes can open for subscription by investors immediately
upon filing the placement memorandum with the Authority.

e Angel Funds shall accept investments from accredited investors or investors who are willing to commit at least

e While investment(s) by an Angel Fund in a start-up is capped at USD 1,500,000, the Angel fund is permitted to
invest in subsequent rounds of fundraising by the start-up to protect its shareholding from dilution, subject to

5. ony1&3 HDFC merger gets RBI nod

C. Only2&3 t
SHRITAMA BOSE distribution franchise.

D. AII of the above Mumbai, July &4 While the Street has been
concerned about howthe tran- r

HDFC BANK ON Monday said sition would be managed, as

E None of the above the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) also on how margins might be
hasapproved itsamalgamation hurt because of the regulatory PR,
with Housing Development requirements that would be Ne
Finance Corporation (HDFC). need to be maintained, top —
Once all approvals are in TWO- executives of the group, TH
place, HDFC Bank will become lo IN-ONE i nonetheless,acknowledge the do1
a 100% publicly owned insti- W Clearances | Merger wi & HDFC § synergies and say thereisvery  pet
tution, with HDFC’s 21% pro- frhom gCIIaNC LT, ’B“aklegFF ;haiéehz_!g:rst "r” little overlap in the businesses.  bin
: moter holding getting extin- SEElis izt e Zlaitel e oy S “The RoE is likely to dilute  aro
L] HDFC Bank Sald the Reserve guished. and creditors second largest | in the bank, marginallygiven thedifferences  adc
1 Sashidhar Jagdishan, who ofthe T comkpany by gettlln?‘ 1-63fHDFC inreturnratiosandtherewould  off:
H became MD & CEO of HDFC companies stil market Bank shares for be an impact due toregulatory  emt
Bank o.f Ind'a (RBI) has Bankin October,2020will lead remain capitalisation one share of HDFC requirements,” analysts had rec
. . the merged entity. observed when the mergerwas  anc
s The merger would be the firstannounced in early April. me

approved 'ts amalgamat'on largestinIndian corporatehis-  shares of HDFC Bank for 25  India(SBI). Moreover, they pointed out
.th H . D I t tory,creating a financialbehe-  shares of HDFC. The merger will resultina  that on a much bigger book, imj
e mothwitha$169-billion mar- The merged entity willbe sharp rise in competitive loan growth is likely to be tio:
wi OUSlng eve opmen ket capitalisation (the twicethesize of ICICIBank,the intensityintheindustrygiven slower and likely to be a lot %2
. . second-largest in India) and  second largest private bankin  the new HDFC entitywillhave more dependent on the eco- nev
F[nance Corporat’on (HDFC). willbeamong the 10 mostval-  thecountry,andwillshrinkthe  abook of close to ¥18 trillion, nomic conditions. tios
ued banks in the world. Share-  gap between HDFC Bankand  which is twice the size of ICICI anc
holders of HDFCwillreceive42  market leader State Bank of Bank’sbookand thefairlydeep Continued on Page8 anc
nev
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e Once dall approvals are in place, HDFC Bank will become a 100% publicly owned institution, with HDFC’s 21%
promoter holding getting extinguished.

e Sashidhar Jagdishan, who became MD & CEO of HDFC Bank in October 2020 will lead the merged entity.

e The merger would be the largest in Indian corporate history, creating a financial behemoth with a $169-billion
market capitalization (the second-largest in India) and will be among the 10 most valued banks in the world.
Shareholders of HDFC will receive 42 shares of HDFC Bank for 25 shares of HDFC.

e The merged entity will be twice the size of ICICI Bank, the second-largest private bank in the country, and will
shrink the gap between HDFC Bank and market leader State Bank of India (SBI).

e The merger will result in a sharp rise in competitive intensity in the industry given the new HDFC entity will have a
book of close to Rs 18 trillion, which is twice the size of ICICI Bank’s book, and a fairly deep distribution franchise.

107. Recently has renewed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Air Force

for the Defence Salary Package (DSP) scheme.
A. Bank Of Baroda

State Bank of India

Yes Bank

Axis Bank

None of the above

moOo®

State Bank of India (SBI) has renewed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Indian Air Force for the
Defence Salary Package (DSP) scheme.

Under this scheme, the country's largest lender will offer
various benefits and features to all serving and retired Air
Force personnel and their families.

SBI offers extensive benefits to the Air Force personnel by
way of complimentary Personal Accidental Insurance, Air
Accidental Insurance, and additional cover in case of on-
duty death (during the action).

As part of the Bank’s commitment to the defense forces,
enhanced benefits contained in the MoU will be
automatically extended to all the Air Force personnel who
are covered under the Bank’s Defence Salary Package.

Mumbai: State Bank of India
(SBI) on Wednesday said it has
renewed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Indian Air Force for the
Defence Salary Package (DSP)
scheme.

Under this scheme, it will
offer various benefits and fea-
tures to all serving and retired
Air Force personnel and their
families. The lender offers
extensive benefits to the Air
Force personnel such as com-
plimentary personal accidental
insurance, air accidental insur-
ance, and additional cover in
case of on-duty death (during
action), a release said.

Insurance cover for per-
manent total disability / partial
disability is also available.

SBI renews MoU with
Air Force for defence
salary package

“At SBI, we endeavor to
support the undying efforts of
the Air Force personnel in
securing the safety of our
nation and its citizens. We will
continue to provide tailor-
made solutions to defence per-
sonnel under our flagship
defence salary scheme,” the
bank’s Chairman Dinesh Khara
said in the release.

The bank said in case of
death of the Air Force person-
nel, the family of the deceased
is provided with add-on covers
for child education and mar-
riage of girl child.

Additionally, the retired
personnel will be eligible for
complimentary personal acci-
dental insurance, irrespective of
their age. PTI
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108. Recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals
Limited (GACL) to collaborate in setting up India's first commercial-scale Green Ammonia and Green Methanol
projects.

A. Power Finance Corporation

B. Solar Energy Corporation of India

C. NTPCRenewable Energy Limited

D. Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency
E. None of the above

e NTPCRenewable Energy Limited (NTPC REL), a fully-owned subsidiary of NTPC, on Wednesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals Limited (GACL) to collaborate in
setting up India’s first commercial-scale Green Ammonia and Green Methanol projects.

e The MoU envisages collaborating in the field of Renewable Energy, Green Methanol & Green Ammonia and
mutually exploring the opportunities for the supply of 100 MW RE-RTC (Round The Clock) power and synthesizing
75 TPD Green Methanol and 35 TPD Green Ammonia for captive use for the production of various chemicals by
GACL at its Vadodara and Dahej complex in Gujarat.

e NTPCREL, a 100 percent subsidiary of NTPC was incorporated in October 2020 to take care of the RE business of
NTPC.

e This would be the first commercial-scale Green ammonia and Green methanol project in the country.

e NTPCis India's largest Power Utility and its core business is power generation with a total installed capacity of
69 GW (including JVs and subsidiaries).

e Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals Limited (GACL), incorporated in March 1973, is a state-owned chemical
manufacturing unit. GACL is one of the largest producers of Caustic Soda in India, with a production capacity of
over 1400 TPD at their two complexes in Dahej and Vadodara.

109. Recently partnered National Health Authority (NHA) will develop a National Health Claims
Exchange as a digital platform to settle health claims.
A. SBI
B. IRDAI Irdai and NHA to develop National
C. RBI Health Claims Exchange
D. PFRDA Irdai and National Health Authority (NHA) will develop a National
E. None O_f the above Health Claims Exchange as a digital platform to settle health

claims. Based on a presentation by RS Sharma, CEO of NHA,
chairman of Irdai Debasish Panda, has proposed creation of a
working group with representation from the industry to decide
how to make the largest segment of general insurance in India
attract more people to buy health insurance. BS REPORTER
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settle health claims.

insurance industries in India.
e Founded: 1999, Headquarters: Hyderabad

110. India’s merchandise exports rise by 16.8% to
in June 2022.
A. USD 47.9 billion

USD 35.9 billion

USD 37.9 billion

USD 33.9 billion

None of the above

B
C.
D.
E

e India has achieved a monthly value of merchandise export in
June 2022 amounting to USD 37.94 billion, an increase of
16.78%

e India’s merchandise export in April -June 2022-23 was USD
116.77 billion with an increase of 22.22% over USD 95.54
billion in April -June 2021-22.

e India’s merchandise import in June 2022 was USD 63.58
billion, an increase of 51.02% over USD 42.1 billion in June
2021.

126.96 billion in April -June 2021-22.

operationalization of five airports owned by the Government of
A. Madhya Pradesh

B. Uttar Pradesh

C. Telangana

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e Irdai and National Health Authority (NHA) will develop a National Health Claims Exchange as a digital platform to

e Based on a presentation by R S Sharma, CEO of NHA, chairman of Irdai Debasish Panda, has proposed the
creation of a working group with representation from the industry to decide how to make the largest segment of
general insurance in India attract more people to buy health insurance.

e The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India is a regulatory body under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Finance, Government of India, and is tasked with regulating and licensing the insurance and re-

in June, 2022, recording the highest ever exports

Exports rise 16.78% to USD
37.94 bn in Jun; trade deficit
at record USD 25.63 bn

PTI '™ NEW DELHI

India's merchandise exports in
June rose by 16.78 per cent
year-on-year to USD 37.94 bil-
lion while the trade deficit bal-
looned to a record USD 25.63
billion, according to the gov-
ernment's preliminary data
released on Monday.

Imports expanded by 51 per
cent to USD 63.58 billion in June
compared to the year-ago

month, the data showed.

The trade deficit stood at
USD 9.61 billion in June 2021.

Cumulative exports in
April-June 2022-23 rose by
about 22.22 per cent to USD
116.77 billion while imports
increased 47.31 per cent to USD
187.02 billion during the period.
The trade deficit during the first
three months of this fiscal
widened to USD 70.25 billion
from USD 31.42 billion in the
year-ago period.

e India’s merchandise imports in April -June 2022-23 was USD 187.02 billion with an increase of 47.31% over USD

111. Recently In July Airports Authority of India (AAl) signed an Operation & Management agreement for the
for 30 years.
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D. Rajasthan
E. None of the above

Airports Authority of India (AAl) signed an Operation & Management
agreement for the operationalization of five airports owned by the
Government of Uttar Pradesh for 30 years.

These five airports are Aligarh, Azamgarh, Chitrakoot, Muirpur&
Shravasti.

As per the agreement, AAl will operate and manage the airports and
provide all necessary services. Communication Navigation
Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM) services will also be
provided by AAlI, for which State Government will enter into a separate
agreement.

This is the first time AAl is entering into an O&M Agreement with the
State Government for the Operationalization of State Government-
owned airports.

AAl is the largest airport operator and sole air navigation service
provider committed to providing air connectivity across the country.

112. Recently In July Department of Telecommunications signed an
agreement with ITI Limited and to fund pilot projects
under the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

BSNL

vi

Reliance Jio

Airtel

None of the above

m oo ®D>

AAIl signs MoU
with UP govt;
to operate

5 airports

FE BUREAU
Lucknow, July 1

THE AIRPORTS AUTHORITY
of India (AAI) signed an agree-
ment with the Uttar Pradesh
governmenton Friday to oper-
ateand manageairportsin Ali-
garh, Azamgarh, Shravasti,
Chitrakootand Sonebhadra for
a period of 30 years, an official
statement said.

According to the agree-
ment, the state government
will complete the construc-
tion, ready the airports for
commercial operations, and
then hand them overto the AAI
for operation and manage-
ment. The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will provide dedi-
cated infrastructure for
utilities like water, electricity
and drainage connection atthe
airports and the AAI will oper-
ate and manage the airports
and provide all necessary ser-
vices,the statementread citing
the agreement.

Department of Telecommunications signs agreement with ITl Limited and BSNL to
fund pilot projects under Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)

Posted On: 01 JUL 2022 3:37PM by PIB Delhi

Department of Telecommunications (USOF), Ministry of Communications has signed an agreement with Indian Telephone Industries (ITI) Limited and Bharat Sanchar

Nigam Limited (BSNL) to fund the pilot projects of E-band, LTE indigenous technologies including integration of 4G/5G prototypes with C-DoT core.

The Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), under its program for Induction of new technological developments in the telecom sector in rural and remote areas, is

funding 4 pilot projects each of around Rs 10 Crore enabling the development and hardening of these technologies. The indigenous companies Astrome technologies, Lekha

Wireless Solutions, Resonous Technologies, Signaltron would be executing these projects in parmership with C-DoT and DoT PSUs BSNL and ITL
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e Department of Telecommunications (USOF), Ministry of Communications
has signed an agreement with Indian Telephone Industries (ITl) Limited
and Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) to fund the pilot projects of E-
band, LTE indigenous technologies including integration of 4G/5G
prototypes with C-DoT core.

e The Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), under its program for Induction of new technological developments
in the telecom sector in rural and remote areas, is funding 4 pilot projects each of around Rs 10 Crore enabling the
development and hardening of these technologies.

e The indigenous companies Astrome technologies, Lekha Wireless Solutions, Resonous Technologies, and
Signaltron would be executing these projects in partnership with C-DoT and DoT PSUs BSNL and ITI.

113. Consider the following statement regarding GST Revenue collection for June 2022.
1. 1,44,616 crore gross GST Revenue collection for June 2022; increase of 56% year-on-year
2. Gross GST collection in June 2022 is the second-highest collection next to the April 2022 collection
3. GST collection crosses ¥1.40 lakh crore mark 5th time since the inception of GST; 4th month at a stretch since

GST collections at Tl 44-1akh crin June

March 2022.

Which of the following statement is correct?

A.

B
C.
D.
E

Only1&2

Only2 & 3
Only1&3

All of the above
None of the above

e The gross GST revenue collected in June
2022 js ¥144,616 crore of which CGST is
X25,306 crore, SGST is 32,406 crore

e The gross GST collection in June 2022 is the
second-highest collection next to the April
2022 collection of ¥1,67,540 crore.

e The revenues for June 2022 are 56% higher
than the GST revenues in the same month
last year of 92,800 crores.

e This is the fifth time the monthly GST collection crossed the X1.40 Iakh cfbre mark since the lnceptlon of GST and

the fourth month at a stretch since March 2022.

This is the fifth time
the mop-up tops
%1.40-lakh crore
since GST inception

SHISHIR SINHA

New Delhi july 1

GST collection in the month of
June touched ¥144-lakh crore,
Finance  Minister ~ Nirmala
Sitharaman announced here on
Friday. “X1.4-lakh crore is the
rough bottom line now for GST
collections,” she said.

This is the second highest
numbereverafter¥1.6-lakh crore
plus was collected in April.
“Coupled with economic recov-
ery, anti-evasion activities, espe-
cially action against fake billers,
havebeen contributingtotheen-
hanced GST.The gross cess collec-
tion in this month is the highest
since the introduction of GST," a
statement by the Finance Min-
istrysaid.

Bettering 2021

The revenues for June are 56 per
cent higher than those recorded
in the year-ago period (392,800
crore). During the month, rev-
enue from import of goods was
55 per cent higher and those
from domestic transaction (in-
cluding import of services) was

FM Nirmala Sitharaman at the
5th GST Day celebrations, in
New Delhi, on Friday rn

56 per cent higher than it was in
June 2021. For the fifth time, the
monthly GST collection crossed
1.40-lakh-crore mark since the
inception of GST, and fourth
month at a stretch since March.
Total number of e-way bills gen-

INCREASING COLLECTION
2500 @)
20,000 M June 2021 June 2022
@ % growth
15,000
10,000 - § @ @ @ 0
5,000 §

Uttar Pradesh M

Maharashtra *
Tamil Nadu

(I 7o

erated in May was 73 crore,
which is 2 per cent less than 7.4
crore recorded in April, said the
statement.

Statewise collections up

MS Mani, Partner with Deloitte
India, said the high GST collec-
tions, which leads to a new
monthly normal of 14-lakh
croreduringQ1of FY23,comeson
the heels of several macroeco-
nomic parameters being on the
upswing. “The increase in State-
wise collections compared tothe
same month last year is impress-
ive as many large States have
shownanincreaseinexcessof 40
per cent. Since this comes in the
backdrop of the guaranteed
compensation to States coming
toanend, itwould assuage many

(in ¥ crore)

States who were worried about
their revenue mobilisation abil-
ity in the post cess period,” he
said.

Up,upand away
Vivek]alan, Partner with Tax Con-
nect Advisory, said collection
would further rise due to activit-
ies of GST scrutinies, summons,
investigations, searches and
seizures on the basis of data
provided by DGARM, the data
analytics wing of the GST Coun-
cil. On April 1, as many as 35,000
taxpayers' scrutiny assessments
were sent to field formations for
initiation. This will be followed
up by GST audits which will en-
sure enhanced collections.
Suspending/cancellation  of
GST number when there is a mis-
match between GST returns,
blocking of Input Tax Credit(ITC)
of taxpayers where there is a
‘reason to believe’ that some sus-
picious activity is taking place,
etc,, have ensured that compli-
ancesunder GST have improved.
The above, “seems to be a clear
indication to trade and industry
that robust compliances is the
way ahead under GST. The re-
quirement of current businessis
that it has to concurrently keep
itsGSTand income tax books san-
itised and be scrutiny readyatall
times,” Jalan added.

talalk & o
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month as observed in the past.

114. Consider the following statement regarding Disinvestment Neelachal Ispat
Nigam Limited (NINL).
1. Neelachal Ispat Nigam Limited (NINL) is a Joint Venture of 4 CPSEs, namely

and 2 Odisha Government PSUs, namely OMC (20.47%) and IPICOL (12.00%).
2. NINL Strategic Disinvestment transaction has been completed with the
transfer of 93.71% shares of the Joint Venture Partners (4 CPSEs and 2 Odisha
Govt. PSUs) to the Strategic Buyer, Tata Steel Long products Limited.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

e Neelachal Ispat Nigam Limited (NINL) is a Joint Venture of 4 CPSEs, namely

and 2 Odisha Government PSUs, namely OMC (20.47%) and IPICOL (12.00%).

to the Strategic Buyer, M/s Tata Steel Long products Limited.

e The Enterprise Value paid by the Strategic Buyer is Rs. 12,100 Crores.

e This payment has been utilized as per the SPA for settlement of dues of
employees, operational creditors, secured financial creditors, and sellers
(operational and financial dues), and for equity of selling shareholders as per
SPA.

Payment Systems.

2017 and 2020.

MMTC (shareholding of 49.78%), NMDC (10.10%), BHEL (0.68%), MECON (0.68%)
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e The collection in June’2022 is not only the second-highest but also has broken the trend of being a low collection

NINL handed
over to Tata
Steel arm

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, July 4

MMTC (shareholding of 49.78%), NMDC (10.10%), BHEL (0.68%), MECON (0.68%)

e MNINL Strategic Disinvestment transaction has been completed with the transfer
of 93.71% shares of the Joint Venture Partners (4 CPSEs and 2 Odisha Govt. PSUs)

THE CENTRE ON Monday completed
the privatisation of Neelachal Ispat
Nigam (NINL) by transferring it to
Tata group company Tata Steel Long Prod-
ucts (TSLP).

“The strategic disinvestment transac-
tion of NINL completed today with trans-
fer of 93.719% shares of the company by 6
JV partners and shareholders to TSLP, a
subsidiary of Tata Steel,” department of
investmentand publicasset management
secretary Tuhin Kanta Pandey tweeted.

NINL is the second successful privati-
sationin 2022 afterAirIndia.Air Indiawas
also acquired by the Tata group.

NINL is a joint venture of four CPSEs,
namely MMTC (49.78%), NMDC
(10.10%), BHEL (0.68%), MECON
(0.68%), and two Odisha government
PSUs, namely OMC (20.47%) and IPICOL
(129%).Ithasan integrated steel plant with
a capacity of 1.1 MT at Kalinganagar
(Jajpur), Odisha.

By offering ¥12,100 crore, the Tatas
bested the bids by a consortium of Jindal
Steel & Power as well as Nalwa Steel and
Power. The reserve price for the ailing
NINLhad been set at ¥5,617 crore.

Tata Steel Long Products' share price
closed at ¥572.5 on Monday, up 0.35%
from the previous closing price.

In a statement on Monday, Tata Steel
said, “The plan is to not only restart 1
MTPAsteel plant expeditiously buttoalso
work simultaneously to expand the capac-
ity by building a 4.5 million tonne per
annum state-of-the-art long products
complexin the next fewyears,and further
expand itto 10 MTPA by 2030.”

(With inputs from PTI)

115. Consider the following statement regarding the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) report on its Benchmarking India’s

1. As per the report on credit card issuance, India saw a strong compound annual growth rate of 17.2% between
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in 2017.

only Saudi Arabia.

A. Only1&2

B. Only2 & 3

C. Only1&3

D. All of the above

E. None of the above

e The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), in its
Benchmarking
India’s Payment
Systems — Follow-
on Exercise Report,
says in terms of
credit card
issuance, India saw
a strong compound
annual growth rate
of 17.2% between
2017 and 2020.

December 2020.

Y cwJ

First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

Which of the following statement is correct?
H ® REPORT ON BENCHMARKING PAYMENT SYSTEMS OUT

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

2. The number of persons served by a PoS terminal improved to 296 people in 2020 from 426 people per terminal

3. India reported the second-highest compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 21 percent (2017-2020), behind

RBI: Payments acceptance
infra must be improved

Benchmarking exercise
reveals that there is a need
to enhance the spread of
ATMs and PoS terminals

SHRITAMA BOSE
Mumbai, July 1

DESPITE INDIA'S LEADERSHIP position in
large-value and fast payments systems,
there is room for improvement in the pay-
ments acceptance infrastructure, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said in areport.

Released on Friday, the report on bench-
marking India’s payment systems provides
a comparative position of the payments
ecosystem in India relative to other major
countries. The benchmarking exercise
undertaken with respect to the position in
2020 revealed that there is a need to
enhance the spread of ATMs and point of
sale (PoS) terminals.

Although the number of persons served
byaPoS terminalimproved to 296 peoplein
2020from 426 peopleperterminalin 2017,
the figure is still the highest among the 21
benchmarked countries,thereportsaid.The
number of PoS terminals in India increased
to4.59 millionin 2020 from 3.08 millionin
2017,and has grown atacompound annual
growth rate of 14%o.

“The availability of paymentacceptance
infrastructure across the country can be
measured by considering the people catered
tobyasingle PoS terminal.In orderto ensure
deepeningof digital payments,itis essential
to increase the density of acceptance infra-
structure across the country,”the RBIsaidin
thereport.

DIGITAL PUSH

= No of
persons
served by

a PoS termina
improved to
296 people in
2020 from 426
people per
terminal in 2017

= Number of Pos
terminals in India
increased to 4.59
million in 2020 from
3.08 miillion in 2017

To address the supply-side issues in
acceptance infrastructureand give afillip to
the deployment of PoS terminals, the RBI
operationalised the payments infrastruc-
ture development fund (PIDF) in January
2021 with an emphasis on enhancing
acceptance infrastructure in rural areas. By
the end of March 2022, 9.1 million digital
payment acceptance devices and 0.39 mil-
lion physical payment acceptance devices
were deployed under the PIDF scheme.

India’s performance in terms of currency
in circulation (CIC) per capita took a hit, ris-
ingto$288in2020from $218in2017.CIC
per capita offers an indication of the use of
cash and a lowerlevel implies better migra-
tion to digital payment modes.

The RBIattributed therisein the CIC per
capita to the tendency of people to use cash

m India’s performance in
terms of currency in
circulation per capita took
a hit, rising to $288 in 2020
from $218 in 2017

m Of 40 indicators
used, India was
categorised as
leader or strong
in respect of 25

as a store of value during the Covid pan-
demic.“High level of CIC does not necessar-
ily indicate the usage of cash for payment
transactions,and it can represent the use of
currency as a store of value. This is demon-
strated by the robust demand observed for
higher value denomination of currency
across jurisdictions,” the central bank said.
Outofthe40indicators used inthe exer-
cise, India was categorised as a ‘leader’ or
‘strong’ in respect of 25, up from 21 in the
previousround of the exercise,and ‘weak’in
respect of eight indicators, down from 12
earlier. Since the last exercise, India has
shown improvement in digital payment
options available for bill payments, ticketing
systems for public transportation, available
channels for cross-border remittances and
decline in cheque usage, the RBI said.

e According to the RBI, the increase in the number of credit cards is an indication of the expansion of retail
borrowers in the ecosystem. Despite the increasing use, the number of credit cards -- in absolute terms -- in
India is significantly low as compared to China (778 million) and the United States (1069 million) as of

e India, with 886 million debit cards at the end of 2020, was behind only China (8,178 million) in terms of the
number of debit cards issued. In terms of the number of credit cards issued, India with 60.4 million credit cards,
was behind Brazil, Canada, China, Korea, Turkey, and the USA.

e InIndia, the debit cards and credit cards issued increased to 0.92 billion and 73.6 million respectively, as of end-
March 2022. Apart from credit cards, China is also the leader in debit card issuance, followed by India with 8.1
billion and 0.88 billion debit cards issued, respectively, as of the end of 2020.
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e According to the report, India reported the second-highest compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 21
percent (2017-2020), behind only Saudi Arabia, which registered an annualized growth of 26 percent.

e India has emerged as a leader in 16 categories, and strong in nine categories, totaling 25 out of the 40
benchmarks for banking payment systems among 20 countries across the world.

e Aleader is ranked 1st, 2nd, or 3rd, while strong denotes the top half of the countries other than the leaders.

e The pilot exercise, which was carried out in 2019, ranked India’s payment systems leader in nine and strong in six
categories.

e The report on benchmarking India’s payment systems provides a comparative position of the payments
ecosystem in India relative to other major countries. The benchmarking exercise undertaken concerning the
position in 2020 revealed that there is a need to enhance the spread of ATMs and point of sale (PoS) terminals.

o Although the number of persons served by a PoS terminal improved to 296 people in 2020 from 426 people per
terminal in 2017, the figure is still the highest among the 21 benchmarked countries, the report said. The number
of PoS terminals in India increased to 4.59 million in 2020 from 3.08 million in 2017 and has grown at a
compound annual growth rate of 14%.

116. Recently Greenko signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with to launch India’s first
dedicated school for sustainable science and technology.
A. IlIT Bombay

HT Hyderabad Greenko, IIT-H sign pact to set up School for Sustainable S&T

”T Delh’ BL Hyderabad Bureau | July 4 | Updated On: Jul 04, 2022

lIT Kanpur 0000000

None of the above

mMOoOO W

The School will open towards
the end of this year

Greenko, an energy transition

and industrial decarbonisation

e Renewable energy major Greenko and IIT
Hyderabad have signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) to launch India’s first
dedicated school for sustainable science and
technology.

e The school will be advancing knowledge in the
key thrust areas of climate change mitigation,
artificial intelligence, space technology, energy
transition, industrial transformation, and circular

solutions company, has signed
an agreement with IIT-
Hyderabad to launch the
country’s first dedicated school
for sustainable science and

technology.

The Greenko School of

Sustainable Science and

and regenerative economy among others.
e GST will open towards the end of this year and, by June 2023, will induct students for MTech and Ph.D. in
sustainable science and technology, followed by BTech programs.
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e Greenko is working in consultation with the Ministry of Education, AICTE, NCERT, and NCVET to ensure GSSST
both conforms to and advances learning in sustainable science and technology.

117. Recently become the country's first fully solar powered dairy plant ith 2 MW capacity with
an outlay crore.
A. Anand Dairy Plant, Rs 13.5 Cr Jul 05, 2022 8:43PM
B. Kochi Dairy Plant, Rs 1.5 Cr MoS Dr L Murugan lays foundation for 2MW solar power
C. Milma Dairy Plant, Rs 11.5 Cr plant at MILMA Dairy unit at Edappally in Kochi
D. KOIkata Dairy Plant, RS 10.5 Cr Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Dr L Murugan today
said that the union government is implementing several schemes with an aim to
E None of the above double the income of the farmers. He was addressing a function after laying the

ndation for a 2MW solar power plant at the MILMA Dairy unit at Edappally in
chi, to be set up at a cost of 11and a half crore rupees. The Minister said the solar
wer project will help save the Edappally Dairy 90 per cent of its power

nsumption, and make it the first dairy to be run entirely on solar power
e Laying the foundation for a solar _ N o o N
Murugan announced that 29 mobile veterinary units have been allocated to @Murugan_MocS
power project at a Ml',ma dal'ry Kerala as part of the union government's initiative to take medical facilities to the
doorsteps of the farmers. State Minister for Animal Husbandry, 3 Chinchu Rani unveiled a bust of Dr Varghese Kurian, the
plant here’ Union Minister L founder- Chairman of the National Dairy Development Board on the cccasion. Dr Murugan later addressed the valedictory of

the two-day South Zone Training Camp organised by the Karshaka Morcha of the BJP at Kottayam.

Murugan said it is on its way to
becoming the country's first fully
solar-powered dairy plant.

e Speaking after laying the foundation stone at the Ernakulam dairy, Murugan said the central government
has been implementing many projects and added that in 2019, the Centre formed a separate ministry for
dairy development.

e The Union minister also said that with the implementation of the solar project, electricity consumption can
be reduced by almost 90 percent in the plant.

e The solar power project with a 2 MW capacity will be installed at Milma Dairy Plant, Tripunithura with an
outlay of Rs 11.5 crore provided through the National Dairy Development Board.

e The statue of Dr. Varghese Kurien, who raised India's success in the dairy sector to the global level, was
unveiled at the ceremony.

118. Recently has signed an agreement with Kerala’s Forest and Wildlife Department to enable
digital collection of payments at eco-tourism centers across the state.
A. RBL Bank

South Indian Bank

DBS Bank

Federal Bank

None of the above

mMOoONOW®
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e The South Indian Bank has signed an agreement with Kerala’s Forest and Wildlife Department to enable
digital collection of payments at eco-tourism centers, Vanasree shops, mobile Vanasree units, and eco-shops
across the state.

e Through this partnership, the digital collection system of South Indian Bank will now be available in all the
124 tourist spots under the Forest Department.

e The tie-up will start with the setting up of 124 POS machines at various Eco-tourism centers, Vanasree
shops, Mobile Vanasree Units, and Eco-Shops under 36 Forest Department Agencies across Kerala.

e South Indian Bank Limited is a major private sector bank headquartered in Thrissur in Kerala.

119. Recently Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd DEf@I‘lCE PSU Garden Reach

has signed an agreement with the ShiprilderS and Engineers to
government for the design and construction of a next- build next-gen electric fe rry for
generation electric ferry. West Ben gal g ovt

A. Uttar Pradesh

This green vessel has the potential to replace the conventional diesel engine-
West Bengal driven ferries operated in Hooghly River. The arrival of electric ferries shall
Odisha transform the inland water transport system in National Waterway-1 (NW-1)

which is being developed from Haldia to Varanasi under the Ministry of Shipping.
Kerala

None of the above

ETGovernment = July 06, 2022, 11:53 IST

OI0I0I01010 OICIO,

mMOoOO W

e To reduce the carbon emissions in the water transport To reduce the carbon

sector, defense mini Ratna company Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers Ltd has signed an agreement
with the West Bengal government for the design and
construction of the next-generation electric ferry.

emissions in the water
. transport sector, defence
miniratna company Garden

Reach Shipbuilders and

Engineers Ltd has signed an
agreement with the West

e This green vessel has the potential to replace the Bengal government for the

conventional diesel engine-driven ferries operated in design and construction of
. next generation electric ferry. GRSE Director (Shipbuilding) Shantanu Bose
° and the State government's special secretary, Transport Department,

Hooghly River

e The arrival of electric ferries shall transform the inland Anindya Sengupta signed the MOU, official sources said on Tuesday.
water transport system in National Waterway-1 (NW-1)
which is being developed from Haldia to Varanasi under

This green vessel has the potential to replace the conventional diesel engine-

driven ferries operated in Hooghly River. The arrival of electric ferries shall
the Ministry Of Shlpping. transform the inland water transport system in National Waterway-1 (NW-1)

e Under the green initiative and sustainable development Of which is being developed from Haldia to Varanasi under the Ministry of

West Bengal, the zero-emission full-electric ferry is

powered by a 210 Kilowatt per hour (kWh) liquid-cooled

Energy Storage Solution and Ergonomically designed to

Shipping, they said.
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120. Recently
Project Bandhan
Project Karma

® >

Project Saffron
Project Sheetal

mo o

None of the above

e As the pink bollworm infestation spreads
in cotton plants in North India,
stakeholders including the Central
Institute of Cotton Research (CICR), State
agricultural universities, and private
players including the South Asia
Biotechnology Centre (SABC) are taking
up a large-scale demonstration of the use
of technologies such as mating disruption
and pheromone traps to tackle the
dreaded pest.

rely on chemical spraying.

effective in controlling the pest.

carry 150 passengers with the provision of Air Conditioning

Y cwJ
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e The 24 Meters long Vessel will be built with twin Screw propellers, a catamaran Aluminium hull along with a
piercing hull form-fitted with solar panels above the superstructure.
e The operating speed of the vessel shall be 8 knots with a maximum speed of 10 Knots. The ferry is fully designed by
the in-house design team of GRSE and is indigenously developed in association with industry experts in the

project was launched to tackle pink bollworm in cotton-Business Journal .

Project Bandhan launched to tackle
pink bollworm menace in cotton

Pheromone trap,
mating disruption
being used to restrict
the pest population

Bengalury, june 30

As the pink bollworm infestation
spreads in cotton plants in North
India, stakeholders including the
Central Institute of Cotton Re-
search (CICR), State agricultural
universities and private players
including the South Asia Biotech-
nology Centre (SABC) are taking
up large-scale demonstration of
the use of technologies such as
mating disruption and pher-
omone traps to tackle the
dreaded pest.

“We are trying to demonstrate
the mating disruption technolo-
gies this season in North India.
There will be some 30-40 demon-
strations from different organ-
isations,” said YG Prasad, Dir-

ector, CICR. The idea is to arrange
for the protection throughout
the season — from the flowering
stage to harvest, he said.

Innovative technique
Mating disruption is an innovat-
ive pheromone-based technique
that interferes with the repro-
ductive cycle of PBW in such a
way that the population is signi-
ficantly reduced and crop dam-
age is minimised. The Central In-
secticide Board and Registration
Committee (CIBRC) had ap-
proved the technology in the in-
tegrated pest management (IPM)
strategies for controlling PBW in
India for the first time in 2019-20.
As part of this, CICR and the
other players have come outwith
PBKnot, a solid metric dispenser
rope which can be easily tagged
to the cotton plants. The PBKnot
charges the surroundingair with
Gossyplure, a pheromone scent
that confuses the male adults

TP a N
e w51 0% 2 |
SABC-trained farm labour taggin,
PBKnot tech at Sirsa (Haryana)
preventing them from finding
and mating with female adults
and reducing the number of
eggs laid and controlling the
PBW population.

“The mating disruption has
emerged as a powerful tool to
manage pests such as PBW," said
Bhagirath Choudhary, Director,

e PBW has emerged as a key pest affecting cotton over almost 12 million hectares
annually in India. The current methods of controlling pink bollworms primarily

South Asia Biotechnology Centre
(SABC), Jodhpur, which is imple-
menting a largescale “Project
Bandhan” to control the spread
of PBW across 16 districts of seven
major cotton-growing States this
kharif.

Project Bandhan will be imple-
mented in some 19 clusters each
over 62.5 acres covering a total
area of 1,200 acres across the
country in partnership with Am-
buja Cement Foundation, PI
Foundations, Agrovision Found-
ation, State Agriculture Universit-
ies, KVKs and local organisations
under the technical guidance of
ICARCICR, Nagpur.

The PBW, which has surfaced
early in the kharif season of
North, typically has a short life
cycle and can multiply 4-5 gener-
ations in a crop cycle, potentially
threatening cotton from early
stage, flower, green bolls and cot-
ton locules, affecting affect cot-
ton lint quality, Choudhary said.

e The Central Insecticide Board and Registration Committee (CIBRC) approved the technology in the integrated
pest management (IPM) strategies for controlling PBW in India for the first time in 2019-20.

e SABC, which implemented Project Bandhan in the last Kharif season in the Central Zone has found it to be very

e Project Bandhan is an exemplary initiative to promote a pheromone-based IPM production system of cotton.
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121. Which of the following has been selected by RBI to conduct fieldwork for the July 2022 round of the consumer
confidence survey (CCS)?
A. Seminal Research
B. Hansa Research Group
C. GreyCells Research Services
D. Azure Knowledge Corporation
E. None of the above

e RBI has selected Mumbai-based Hansa Research Group to carry out the July 2022 round of CCS and IESH.

e On behalf of RBI, Hansa Research Group will conduct fieldwork for the July 2022 round of the consumer
confidence survey (CCS) and inflation expectation survey of households (IESH).

e |ESH aims to capture subjective assessments of households on inflation, based on their consumption baskets,
across 19 cities.

e (CCS seeks qualitative responses from households, regarding their sentiments on the general economic situation,
price level, employment scenario, households’ income, and spending. It is conducted regularly in 19 cities.

e The results of IESH and CCS provide useful inputs for monetary policy.

122. Recently has become the first woman to feature on IMF’s ‘wall of former chief economists’.
Anjali Pathanaia

Kristina Gergovia

Gita Gopinath

Maya Anglou

None of the above

mMoowm>»

Gita Gopinath on IMF wall

] ndia-born Gita Gopinath became the first woman and second Indi-

Ian to feature on the 'wall of former chief economists' of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF). The first Indian to achieve the hon-
our was Raghuram Rajan who was Chief Economist of IMF between
2003 and 2006. Gopinath was appointed as IMF Chief Economist in Oc-
tober 2018 and was later promoted as the IMF's First Deputy Manag-
ing Director in December last year. Prior to her appointment as IMF
Chief Economist, she was with the Harvard University.

e Gita Gopinath has become the first
woman to feature on IMF’s ‘wall of
former chief economists’.

e She has become the 2nd Indian to feature
on IMF’s ‘wall of former chief economists’.

e Raghuram Rajan was the first Indian to
achieve this honor.

e Gita Gopinath became IMF Chief Economist in October 2018. She served as the first female chief economist of IMF
for three years.

e She was appointed International Monetary Fund’s First Deputy Managing Director in December 2021.
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Gita Gopinath is an Indian-American economist. She has earlier worked as an honorary economic adviser to the

Chief Minister of Kerala.

123. Recently Ministry of Defence has approved three Private

Sector Banks to provide financial services in overseas
procurement. which of the following bank is not on the list?
A. HDFC Bank Ltd.

ICICI Bank

Axis Bank

State Bank of India

None of the above

m oo

The Ministry of Defence has approved three Private Sector
Banks to provide financial services in overseas procurement.
The names of the three approved banks are HDFC Bank Ltd.,
ICICI Bank, and Axis Bank.

In this regard, the Principal Controller of Defence Accounts
(PCDA) on behalf of the Ministry of Defense recently signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with these three
banks.

Till now, only authorized public sector banks were utilized to
provide financial services in overseas procurement to the
Ministry of Defence.

ICICI, Axis, HDFC Bank
allowed to offer services
toDefMininglobal buys

NIKUNJ OHRI
New Delhi, 7July

The Ministry of Defence has
allowed HDFC Bank, Axis
Bank, and ICICI Bank to pro-
vide financial services in over-
seas procurement done by the
department, a first after the
Centre opened up allocation
of government business for
private banks.

These private banks will
provide Letter of Credit (LC)
and direct bank transfer busi-
ness for overseas procurement
by the defence ministry. These
banks may be allocated with
LC business of 32,000 crore,
each on the capital and reve-
nue side, for one year on con-

current basis (X666 crore for
each bank under both capital,
as well as revenue), the
defence ministry said in a
statement. Until now, only
authorised public sector banks
were allowed to provide these
services to the defence mini-
stry. “The performance of
these banks will be monitored
regularly so as to take neces-
sary further action, as
required,” it said.

Even as the quantum of
business may not be signifi-
cant, the move showcases the
government’s intent of open-
ing up business for private
banks, said Prakash Agarwal,
head-financial institutions at
India Ratings.

Now for the first time, three private sector banks have also been allowed by the Defense Ministry to provide

financial services for overseas procurement.

Selected banks may be permitted to issue letters of credit worth Rs 2000 crore on the capital and revenue side for

one year on a concurrent basis.

compliance with certain Know Your Customer (KYC) norms.
A. Bank Of Baroda , DSB Bank

B. ICICI Bank, RBL Bank

C. Kotak Mahindra Bank , Indusind Bank

D. Yes Bank, Axis Bank

for violation of norms related to ‘The

for non-
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E. None of the above

e RBI has imposed penalties of Rs 1.05 crore on Kotak
Mahindra Bank for violation of norms related to ‘The
Depositor Education and Awareness Fund Scheme, 2014’
and for non-compliance with certain directions.

e RBI has imposed a penalty of Rs 1 crore on Indusind Bank
for non-compliance with certain Know Your Customer
(KYC) norms.

e RBI has also imposed penalties on four cooperative
banks. These co-operative banks are given below.

e Nav Jeevan Co-operative Bank

e Balangir District Central Cooperative Bank Limited,
Balangir

e Dhakuria Cooperative Bank Ltd, Kolkata

e The Palani Co-operative Urban Bank Limited, Palani

e Indusind Bank is a private sector bank founded in 1994. It
is headquartered in Mumbai.

Kotak, Indusind Bank fined

MUMBALI, JULY 4

The RBI on Monday said it
imposed penalties of
about Rs 1 crore each on
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
IndusInd Bank for deficien-
cies in regulatory compliance.

Besides, the RBI has also
imposed fine on four co-

has

operative banks.
have also been imposed on Nav
Jeevan Co-operative Bank;
Balangir District Central Coop-
erative Bank Limited, Balangir;
Dhakuria Cooperative Bank
Ltd, Kolkata; and The Palani
Co-operative Urban Bank Lim-
ited (No.A.331), Palani. — PTI

Penalties

RBI imposes fines on four co-op
banks for not iollowmg norms

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Reserve Bank of India
has imposed fines on four
co-operative banks for not
adhering to the directions
of the central bank, ac-
cording to four separate
press releases on Monday.
The central bank has im-
posed a fine of 200,000 ru-
pees on Dhakuria Coopera-
tive Bank Ltd, Kolkata for
contravention of the direc-

tions issued by RBI on ur-
ban co-operative banks,
and also for violation of
know-your-customer
guidelines.

It has imposed a fine of
100,000 rupees on Balangir
District Central Coopera-
tive Bank Ltd, Balangir,
Odisha for non-adherence
with directions issued by
RBI on disposal of non-
banking assets.

RBI has imposed a fine of
200,000 rupees each on Nav
Jeevan Co-operative Bank
Ltd, Ulhasnagar, and
Palani Co-operative Urban
Bank for contravention of
directions.

e Kotak Mahindra Bank: It was India’s 3rd largest private sector bank in terms of assets and market

capitalization as of November 2021.
e It was founded in 2003. It is headquartered in Mumbai.

125. Recently In June 2022, services PMI increased to 59.2 and
reached the highest level since .
A. April 2014
B. April 2013
C. April2012
D. April 2011
E. None of the above
e Services Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMl) increased to
59.2 in June 2022.

e This is the highest level since April 2011. PMI is based on
surveys and data compiled by S&P Global.

‘Services PMIrises to 59.2 in
June, highest since Aprll 2011

Services economy

sees strongest

increases in both

| output and new
orders in june

noUNAR®

Services activities are on rise as

other substantial uptum in
output next month
“Consumer services posted

Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) rose to 59.2 in June. This
is highest mark since April
2011 Good news is that com-
panies went for fresh hiring in
June. However, inflation is still
aconcern.

Service sector has a share of
over 53 per cent in gross value
n | added. PMI is based on survey
d | and data compiled by S&P

Global.

SRPWAY

=

Cost pressures remain high
a | On the latest survey results,
t- | Pollyanna De Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global Market Intelligence,
said that activity growth in the
services sector moved up a
gear again in June, reaching its
d | strongest in over 1 years and
surpassing that seen in manu-
facturing for the third month
running. Demand for services
improved to the greatest ex.

=

tent since February 2011, sup-
porting a robust economic ex-
pansion for the sector over the
first quarter of fiscal year 2022-
23 and setting the scene foran

T TTWRITAT

the strongest increases in both
output and new orders in

June, but growth rates
quickened across the board
Cost pressures in the service
economy remained stub-
bornly high in June, despite
easing to a three-month low.
With companies retaining sig-
nificant pricing power, owing
to robust demand conditions,
output charge inflation
climbed to a near five-year
peak,” she said.

IT, transport sectors
According to S&P Global, some
companies responded to capa-
city pressures by hiring addi-
tional staff in June, but the
vast majority (94 per cent) left
payroll numbers unchanged
Overall, “services employment
rose marginally, following a
decline in May," it said.
Further, it highlighted that
June data pointed to further
accelerations in growth of
new business and output at In-
dian services companies amid
ongoing improvements in de-

mand conditions. Although
firms expect the recovery to be
sustained over the coming 12
months, concerns surround.
ing price pressures restricted
business confidence. Input
costs continued to rise at a his
torically elevated pace, al-
though one that was the slow-
est in three months, while
charge inflation hit a near five-
year high.

Inflation, a concern
June data showed the fastest
rise in selling prices since July
2017 as several companies
sought to transfer part of their
additional cost burdens to cli-
ents. Stronger increases in
charges were seen across the
four broad areas of the service
economy, with the sharpest
upturn recorded in transport,
information and communica
tion. Despite easing to a three-
month low in June, the overall
rate of input cost inflation re-
mained elevated by historical
standards as one-fifth of panel-
lists signalled greater ex-
penses and the remaining re-
ported no change since May.
De Lima said that unrelent
ing inflation somewhat con-
cerned service providers, who
were cautious in their fore-
casts. On average, “business
activity is expected to increase
over the course of the coming
12months, but the overall level
of sentiment remained histor-
ically low,” she said.

Page 97 of 138

Click Here For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

@ guidely @

First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e The services sector has a share of over 53 % in gross value
added (GVA).

e According to S&P Global, services employment increased
marginally, following a decline in May.

e Among different areas of the service economy, the sharpest
increase in charges was recorded in Transport, Information
& Communication.

126. As Per the Government e-invoices will soon be made mandatory for
businesses with an annual turnover of over Rs 10 crore. E-invoice is presently
(as of 05 July 2022) mandatory for businesses with an annual turnover of over

Rs 10 crore

Rs 20 crore

Rs 50 crore

Rs 100 crore

None of the above

moAN®>

e E-invoices will soon be made mandatory for businesses with an annual
turnover of over Rs 10 crore.

e E-invoice is presently (as of 05 July 2022) mandatory for businesses with an
annual turnover of over Rs 20 crore.

e The introduction of an electronic invoice (e-invoice) in GST in a phased manner
was recommended by GST Council in its 37th meeting on September 20, 2019.

e E-invoicing started with businesses having an annual turnover of Rs 500 crore.
It was then brought down to Rs 100 crore and Rs 20 crore.

127.Recently, RBI has directed non-bank PSOs to
inform it within how many calendar days in
case of sale/transfer of payment activity to an

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

e PMlIis prepared based on responses to questionnaires sent to a panel of around 400 service sector companies.

What kind of changes are
being brought into the
e-invoicing system?
E-invoicing started with those
having an annual turnover of
X500 crore, then brought
down to X100 crore and now
to X20 crore. We plan to bring
it down first to X10 crore and
then to X5 crore. There is a
timeline for lowering the
threshold to 10 crore, but be-
fore that, we want stability in
the IT system. The number of
assessees between 10 and
20 crore would go up sub-
stantially, so we want to be
sure that our IT system is
good. GSIN is working on a
plan, and it should be ready in
the next 3-4 months.
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entity authorized for undertaking similar
activity?

15 days
45 days
60 days
90 days
None of the above

e RBI has reviewed the operations of non-bank
Payment System Operators (PSOs), which are

New RBI norms for payment system operators

OUR BUREAU

Mumbai, July 4

Non-bank payment system op-
erators (PSOs) will require prior
approval of the RBI for any
takeover or acquisition of con-
trol, which may or may not res-
ult in change of management.

They would also require
prior approval of the RBI for
sale or transfer of payment
activity to an entity not author-
ised for undertaking such an
activity.

This follows a review of the
operations of non-bank PSOs
authorised to operate any pay-
ment system by the RBI. The
non-bank PSOs shall inform the
RBI within 15 calendar days in
the following cases: change in
management or directors and
sale or transfer of payment

activity to an entity authorised
for undertaking similar activ-
ity, the RBI said on Monday.

“This directive is issued un-
der Section 10 (2) read with Sec-
tion 18 of Payment and Settle-
ment Systems Act, 2007 (Act 51
of 2007) and shall come into ef-
fect,” it said.

For acquisition or takeover
In the case of an acquisition or
takeover, the transferor non-
bank PSO would submit an ap-

plication to the RBI with in-
formation about the proposed
directors and complete details
about the new shareholders.

In case of sale or transfer of
payment activity, the seller or
transferor non-bank PSO shall
apply to the RBI for obtaining
prior approval along with the
minimum appropriate details.

“The RBI shall endeavour to
respond within 45 calendar
days after receipt of complete
details from both the entities,”
it said, adding that the timeline
is not applicable in case of over-
seas principal in Money Trans-
fer Service Scheme. Further,
after obtaining the RBI ap-
proval, a public notice of at
least 15 calendar days shall be
given before effecting the
changes.

authorized to operate any Payment System. ~er Cer

RBI said that non-bank PSOs shall require prior approval of RBIin ‘case of takeover/acqu:s:tlon of control WhICh
may/ may not result in a change of management.

RBI further said that non-bank PSOs shall also require prior approval of RBI in case of sale/transfer of payment
activity to an entity not authorized for undertaking a similar activity.

RBI has directed non-bank PSOs to inform RBI within 15 calendar days in case of change in management/directors
or in case of sale/transfer of payment activity to an entity authorized for undertaking a similar activity.

RBI has issued this directive under Section 10 (2) read with Section 18 of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act,

A.

B
C
D.
E

128. The government recently approved the issuing of
authorized SBI branches from July 1, 2022.

20th
21st

22nd
23rd

None of the above

2007. The directive has come into effect immediately on 04 July 2022.

e The government has authorized SBI to issue and encash Electoral Bonds.
e SBI can issue and encash Electoral Bonds through its 29 authorized branches from 1 July 2022 to 10 July 2022.
e The Electoral Bonds will be valid for fifteen calendar days from the date of issue.
e No payment will be made to any payee Political Party if the Electoral Bond is deposited after the expiry of the

validity period.
e The Electoral Bond deposited by an eligible Political Party in its account will be credited on the same day.

phase of the sale of electoral bonds through
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e The government approved the issuing of the 21st phase of the sale of electoral bonds through authorized SBI
branches from July 1, 2022.

e Electoral Bonds: The Electoral Bond Scheme was notified by the Government of India in 2018.

e These are financial instruments through which donations can be made to political parties.

129. Recently Power Finance Corporation (PFC) inked a loan

pact for with Japan Bank for International Power Fi nance co rp in ks pa Ct
Cooperation (IBIC). with JBIC for $220-million loan

A. JPY 10 billion

State-owned Power Finance Corporation (PFC) on Thursday inked a

B. JPY 20 billion loan pact for JPY 30 billion (about $220 million) with Japan Bank for

C. JPY 30 billion International Cooperation (IBIC). JBIC has provided this long term

D. JPY 50 billion facility underits GREEN initiative, wherein JBIC provides financing
for projects that ensure the effective reduction of greenhouse gas

E. None of the above emissions and conservation of the global environment, itsaid. PTI

e PFC, the leading NBFC in the Indian power sector signed a loan agreement for JPY 30 billion with Japan Bank for
International Cooperation (JBIC).

e JBIC has provided this long-term facility to PFC under its initiative 'Global action for Reconciling Economic growth
and Environmental preservation' (GREEN), wherein JBIC provides financing for projects which ensure the effective
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and conservation of the global environment

e Power Finance Corporation Ltd. is an Indian financial institution under the ownership of the Ministry of Power,
Government of India. Established in 1986.

130. Recently RailTel, one of the largest neutral telecom infrastructure providers in India, announced the launch of
13 OTT (Over-The-Top) named services to customers through its popular retail broadband service
Railwire.

A. RailWire SATRANG
B. RailWire UMANG
C. RailWire DARSHAN
D. RailWire LIVE

E. None of the above

® RailTel, one of the largest neutral telecom infrastructure providers in India, announced the launch of 13 OTT
(Over-The-Top) services to customers through its popular retail broadband service Railwire.
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e Atotal of 13 OTT services will be offered to Railwire subscribers bundled with unlimited broadband plans
named under the “RailWire SATRANG" canvas.

e With the bundled OTT RailWire broadband plans, RailTel is offering cost-effective OTTs in comparison to buying
individual OTTs by broadband customers from the open market.

e The “RailWire SATRANG" plans will help users to watch their favorite GE _Healthc_are opens fir§t
content "On The Go" with the option of multi-screen/multi-users at any 5G innovation lab in India

. . . . o s . . BENGALURU
glv7r? ;;o:gt;:: tln';(e. Additionally, there will be 150+ TV channels along with GE Healthcare, a global
multiple packs. medical technology,

® RailTel is also working with the Indian Railways to transform railway diagnostics and digital
stations into the digital hub by providing public Wi-Fi at railway stations solutions innovator,
across the country and 6100+ stations are life with RailTel’s RailWire Wi-Fi. announced the unveiling of

its 5G Innovation Lab in India,
the first for the firm across

131. Recently unveiled first 5G Innovation Lab in India. the globe. The 5G Lab was

A. GE Healthcare designed to position GE
P Healthcare at the forefront of
B. Bajaj Allianz General Insurance : .
] ground-breaking advances in

C. Bharti AXA General Insurance patient care, including taking
E. None of the above rural and suburban regions,
F. the company said.

e GE Healthcare, a global medical technology, diagnostics, and digital solutions in.... ..., ..cc .o cccee cce — =

Innovation Lab in India, the first for GE Healthcare globally.

e Situated at Bengaluru's John F. Welch Technology Centre (JFWTC), the lab would be a testbed to develop
future-ready products and solutions, turning a new corner in innovation. It has a private 5G network for testing
and development.

e Moreover, the lab would serve as a conduit for the interplay of exponential technologies such as Al, loT, ML,
Big Data, Edge Computing, and cybersecurity.

e The company said it is also using its clinical expertise and know-how to deliver integrated, highly personalized
care and advance precision health. At this 5G Innovation Lab, the company's lead scientists and t echnologists
will research and develop solutions for the most pressing healthcare issues for India and the world.

Appointment News

132. Consider the following statement regarding Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
1. Indian origin T Raja Kumar becomes the new President of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
2. He succeeded Dr. Marcus Pleyer and will serve for a two-year term.
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3. It is headquartered in Rome, Italy.

A. Only1&2

B. Only2 & 3

C. Only1&3

D. All of the above

E. None of the above

e Indian origin T Raja Kumar becomes the
new President of the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).

e T Raja Kumar will focus on improving the
effectiveness of global anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorist financing
measures.

included in 2001.

A. Lt Gen Shailesh Tinaikar
Lt Gen Mohan Subramanian
Lt Gen Subhash Chandra
Lt Gen Abhishek Sharma

None of the above

moow

Which of the following statement is correct?

e Itis headquartered in located in Paris, France.

Y cwJ
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Indian-origin Raja Kumar takes
over as new president of FATF

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) an-
nounced on Friday that In-
dian-origin Raja Kumar
from Singapore has taken
over as the new president
of the anti-money laun-
dering and anti-terrorist
financing watchdog.

The FATF said that the
new president would focus
on enhancing the effec-
tiveness of global anti-
money laundering and
counter-terrorism financ-
ing measures, improving
asset recovery, and other
initiatives. Kumar was se-
lected to replace Dr Mar-
cus Pleier of Germany

during their plenary ses-
sion.

Who is Raja Kumar?

Kumar has a strong ex-
perience in leadership as
he has held a wide range
of senior leadership roles
in the Ministry of Home
Affairs in Singapore and
the Singapore Police
Force for more than 35
years. Currently, he is
serving as the Senior Ad-

visor (International) in
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, advising on interna-
tional policy development,
partnerships and engage-
ment. Earlier, he was
Deputy Secretary (Inter-
national) at the Ministry
from January 2015 to July
2021 and was also the
Chief Executive of the
Home Team Academy be-
tween 2014 to 2018. As the
Deputy Secretary (Inter-
national), Raja Kumar
was  responsible for
stronger collaborative re-
lationships with key coun-
terparts in the safety and
security arena, including
with strategic partners
such as INTERPOL and
the UN.

e He succeeded Dr. Marcus Pleyer and will serve for a two-year term.

133. Recently United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appointed
Force Commander of the UN United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

e He has held many key positions in the Ministry of Home Affairs in Singapore.
e Financial Action Task Force: It is a global watchdog for money laundering and terrorist financing.
e |t was established in 1989 to create policies to deal with money laundering. The financing of terrorism was also

India became an Observer at FATF in 2006 and became a full-time member in 2010.

e Before this, he was serving as the Senior Advisor (International) in the Ministry of Home Affairs of Singapore.

as the new
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e United Nations Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres announced the appointment of Lt Gen
Mohan Subramanian of India as Force
Commander of the United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS).
e He succeeds Lt Gen Shailesh Tinaikar also from India.

2022, onwards.
UN flag.

in various UN Missions.

134. Yair Lapid became the 14th Prime Minister of

Y cwJ
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UN chief appoints Lt Gen Subramanian as
Force Commander of Mission in South Sudan

YOSHITASINGH
UNITED NATIONS, JULY 6

LIEUTENANT GENERAL Mohan
Subramanian has been ap-
pointed by UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres as his
new Force Commander of the
United Nations Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS).

Lt Gen Subramanian suc-

ceeds Lt Gen Shailesh Tinaikar to
“whom the Secretary-General is
grateful for his tireless dedica-
tion, invaluable service and ef-
fective leadership as UNMISS
Force Commander,” a statement
said on Tuesday.

Tinaikar was appointed by
Guterres as the UNMISS Force
Commander in May 2019.

Subramanian has a “distin-
guished military career with the

Indian Army spanning over 36
years” and most recently, he
served as the General Officer
Commanding, Military Region
(Operational and Logistic
Readiness Zone)in central India.

He has served as India's
Defence Attache to Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia (2008-2012)
and as a Staff Officer with the
United Nations Mission in Sierra
Leone in 2000. PTI

e He is presently serving as the Commandant of Defence Services Staff College, Wellington from February 01,

e Indian Army continues to play a lead role in UN Peacekeeping with presence in eight out of 14 UN missions
worldwide and currently has over 5,400 military personnel deployed in challenging circumstances under the

e India has so far provided 15 Force Commanders, two Military Advisors, one Deputy Military Advisor to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, two Divisions Commanders, and eight Deputy Force Commanders

Israel Parliament dissolved,
election set for November 1

moOo®m>

Iran

Israel

Iraq

Indonesia

None of the above

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM

Israeli lawmakers dissolved
Parliament on Thursday,
forcing the country’s fifth
election in less than four
years, with Foreign Minister
Yair Lapid set to take over as

caretaker Prime Minister at
midnight.

The newly called election
set for November 1 marks
another sign that Israel re-
mains mired in an unprece-
dented era of political
gridlock.

135. Recently
appointed as PokerBaazi.com's brand ambassador.

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid became the caretaker Prime Minister. He has taken place of Naftali Bennett.

Israel’s Parliament got dissolved and now the elections will be held on 1 November. It will be the fifth election in
less than four years.

Naftali Bennett said that he will not participate in the next parliamentary elections. Naftali Bennett’s term was
the shortest in the history of Israel.

Yair Lapid said that he looks forward to further strengthening the bilateral partnership between India and Israel.
Its capital is Jerusalem and the currency is the Israeli shekel.

became the new brand ambassador of the FanCode while has been

A. Risabh Pant , Tiger Shroff
B. KL Rahul, Salman Khan
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C. Ravi Shastri, Shahid Kapoor
D. Jasprit Bumrah, Shahid Kapoor
E. None of the above

e Ravi Shastri became the new brand ambassador of FanCode.

e FanCode is the top digital sports destination in India and is dedicated to providing each fan with a fully
personalized experience in terms of Sports Content, Commerce, and Statistics.

e Other brand ambassadors:

e Actor Shahid Kapoor has been appointed as PokerBaazi.com's brand ambassador.

e Nykaa has appointed Bollywood star Bhumi Pednekar as its brand ambassador to launch its new campaign 'As
Good as Nyk.'

e General insurance company Go Digit has appointed Virat Kohli as its brand ambassador to launch its new brand
campaign 'Do the Digit Digit'.

136. Consider the following statement regarding the Attorney General of India.
1. K.K. Venugopal has been re-appointed as Attorney General for three months.
2. He is appointed by President under the Article 76 of the Indian Constitution.

Which of the following statement is correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2
D. None of the above

e K.K. Venugopal has been re-appointed as Attorney General for three months.

e He was appointed by the President as Attorney General of India in July 2017. His present tenure ended on June 30.
e He is not willing to continue in the constitutional post due to "personal reasons”.

e He has appeared in many cases related to Constitutional and corporate law.

e Attorney General of India: He is the chief legal advisor of the government.

e He is appointed by President under the Article 76 of the Indian Constitution.

e He has the right to participate in the proceedings of both the house but he cannot vote in the parliament.

e M. C. Setalvad was the first Attorney General of India.
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137 .Recently has been selected as the new chairman and

managing director of GAIL.
A. Bhanu Pratap
B. Subhash Kumar
C. Alka Mittal
D. Sandeep Kumar Gupta
E. None of the above

e Sandeep Kumar Gupta has been selected as the new chairman and

managing director of GAIL.

e He will take the place of Manoj Jain, who is scheduled to retire on August 31.
e The Public Enterprises Selection Board has recommended the name of

Sandeep Kumar Gupta.

e He iscurrently serving as the Director for Finance at Indian Oil Corporation.

e The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet will approve the appointment
after the go-ahead by CVC and CBI

e GAIL: Itis India's largest gas transmission and gas marketing company. It
has a 14,502-kilometre gas pipeline network and a capacity of 206 million

standard cubic meters a day.

135. Recently Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has took oath as the 17th President of the

Israel
Barbados
Philippines
Cambodia

moowm>»

None of the above

e Ferdinand Marcos Jr. won the elections in May by

receiving 31.6 million votes.

e Marcos Jr. is popularly known as “Bongbong”. He took
the oath at the National Museum of Fine Arts in

Manila.

e Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will serve as President until 2028.
Sara Duterte Carpio becomes the new Vice President.

Sandeep Gupta will replace Manoj Jain who is
scheduled to retire on 31 August.

Sandeep Guptato
be new GAIL chief

andeep Kumar Gupta, director for finance
S at Indian Oil Corporation (I0C), has been

picked to head India’s largest gas utility
GAIL (India) Ltd, the government headhunter
said. The Public Enterprises Selection Board
(PESB) selected Gupta, 56, for the post of
chairman and managing director of GAIL after
interviewing 10 candidates, it said in a post-
interview notice. He will replace Manoj Jain,
who isscheduled to retire on 31 August.

The PESB recommendation will be vetted by
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet
(ACCQ) headed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, after the go-ahead of anti-corruption
bodies such as the CVC and CBI.

A commerce graduate and chartered
accountant by education, Gupta has more than
3lyears of working experience at IOC, the
nation’s largest oil refining and fuel marketing
company. PTI

\ '
* \ \
94 \
\ -~ !
R
" i

MARCOS TAKES HELM IN PHILIPPINES

Ferdinand Marcos Jr (right), the namesake son of an ousted dictator, praised his father’s
legacy and glossed over its violent past as he was sworn in as Philippine President on
Thursday. The new president, who was accompanied by his wife Maria Louise (left) and son
Sandro, called for unity, saying ‘we will go farther together than against each other. AP
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Ferdinand Marcos has taken place of Rodrigo Duterte,
who served as the President of the Philippines from
2016 to 2022.

The President heads the executive branch of the
Philippines government. President is directly elected by
the people.

has been sworn in as the 116th Supreme
Court justice and the first Black woman to serve on the high
court of the US.

A. Maya Anglou

Ketanji Brown Jackson

Neena Aiyyer

Pamela Anderson

mMOoONO W

None of the above

Ketanji Brown Jackson has been sworn in as the 116th Supreme
Court justice and the first Black woman to serve on the high
court.

The ceremony caps a months-long process that essentially began
in February, when President Biden, fulfilling a campaign promise
to nominate the first Black woman to the Supreme Court,
announced Jackson, 51, as his pick to replace Justice Stephen
Breyer.

Jackson has been confirmed since April when the Senate voted
53 to 47 on her nomination.

"It has taken 232 years and 115 prior appointments for a Black
woman to be selected to serve on the Supreme Court of the
United States".

Jackson takes oath as first
Black woman SC Justice

Top court retains conservative majority

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

The U.S. made history on
Thursday as Ketanji Brown
Jackson was sworn in as the
first Black woman to serve
in the Supreme Court.

The 51-year-old’s appoint-
ment by Democratic Presi-
dent Joe Biden means white
men are not in the majority
on the nation’s highest court
for the first time in 233
years.

While Justice Jackson’s
confirmation is a milestone,
it would not change the 6-3
conservative majority in the
court, which has come un-
der fire for recent rulings
broadening the right to bear
arms and eviscerating abor-
tion rights.

Justice Jackson spoke on-
ly to say her oaths during
Thursday’s brief ceremony.

~aa

Ketanji Brown Jackson

The appointment pre-
sents an opportunity for Bi-
den administration to pivot
from a spate of bad news in
recent months, with Mr. Bi-
den’s poll ratings still lan-
guishing below 40% amid
runaway inflation ahead of
midterm  elections in
November.

Four of the Justices on the
nine-member court are now
women, making it the most
diverse bench in history.

-

Jackson is the first Supreme Court justice since Thurgood Marshall to have represented indigent criminal

defendants as public defenders.
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137. Recently

2024.

A. Reliance Jio

B. Adani Sportsline
C. Coca Cola

D. Byju’s

E. None of the above

e Adani Sportsline has become an official partner with the Indian
Olympics Association (IOA) for the upcoming Birmingham
Commonwealth Games 2022, Hangzhou Asian Games 2022, and Paris
Olympic Games 2024.

e The partnership is an extension of the Adani Group’s sports portfolio
that focuses on building a world-class ecosystem to nurture sporting
talent, accelerate the sports economy, and play the role of an enabler
in India’s journey to becoming a leading sporting nation.

e Adani Sportsline has supported over 28 athletes through its athlete
support initiative, #GarvHai, across a variety of sports. Six of these
athletes represented India at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, and among
them was wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya, who brought home a silver
medal.

e Adani Sportsline also owns teams on Indian and global platforms,
including the Pro Kabaddi League, Ultimate Kho Kho League, Big Bout
Boxing League, and International League T20 (cricket), among other
initiatives.

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
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has become an official partner with the Indian Olympics Association (IOA) for the
upcoming Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022, Hangzhou Asian Games 2022, and Paris Olympic Games

Adani Sportsline is
principal sponsor of [OA

MEENAKSHI VERMA AMBWANI
New Delhi, June 30

Adani Sportsline, the sports
arm of the Adani Group, has
inked a long-term principal
sponsorship deal with the In-
dian  Olympic Association
(I0A). It will be the official part-
ner of the Indian contingent
during the upcoming Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games
2022, the Hangzhou Asian
Games 2022, and the Paris
Olympic Games 2024.

The group had earlier been
associated with the Indian con-
tingent during the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021.

#GarvHai initiative

“We are delighted to welcome
Adani Sportsline’s participa-
tion in our journey of repres-
enting Indian athletes across
the global platforms. Corpor-
ate participation will help
emerging sports stars, allow-
ing India to genuinely become
a sporting nation,” said 10A
Secretary General, Rajeev Me-

hta, in a statement. Pranav
Adani, Director, Adani Enter-
prises Ltd., said, “It is our priv-
ilege to support our athletes’
journeys in their quest to
bring glory to India. We celeb-
rate this journey through our
initiative #GarvHai. The associ-
ation with I0A is a natural ex-
tension of expressing our sup-
port for the Indian
contingent.”

Adani Sportsline has suppor-
ted over 28 athletes through its
athlete support initiative,
#GarvHai, across a variety of
sports. Six of these athletes
represented India at the Tokyo
Olympics in 2021, and among
them was wrestler Ravi Kumar
Dahiya, who brought home a
silver medal.

Adani Sportsline also owns
teams on Indian and global
platforms, including the Pro
Kabaddi League, Ultimate Kho
Kho League, Big Bout Boxing
League, and International
League T20 (cricket), among
other initiatives.

138. Recently Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN), the premier industry association
and RBI recognized Self-Regulatory Organization (SRO) for the microfinance industry
announced the re-election of as its Chairperson.

A. Mr. Vivek Tiwari

B. Mr. Devesh Sachdev
C. Mr. Subhash Dev

D. Mr. Ashwini Tiwari
E. None of the above

Devesh Sachdev
re-elected MFIN
chairperson

MICROFINANCE INSTITU-
TIONS NETWORK (MFIN) on
Tuesday announced the re-
election of Devesh Sachdev as
its chairperson and Vivek
Tiwari as its vice chairperson.
The decision was taken dur-
ing MFIN's 13th Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM), held on
Tuesday, a release said.
Sachdev is the founderand
CEO of Fusion Micro Finance
and Tiwari is the MD and CEO
of Satya Microcredit. ~—PTI
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Microfinance Institutions Network (MFIN), the premier industry association and RBI
recognized Self-Regulatory Organization (SRO) for the microfinance industry announced
the re-election of Mr. Devesh Sachdev, Founder, and CEO, of Fusion Micro Finance, as
the Chairperson and Mr. Vivek Tiwari, MD & CEO of Satya Microcredit Ltd as its Vice-
Chairperson at its 13th AGM on the 4th of July, 2022.

e Micro Finance Institutions Network (MFIN) is an Association of Non-Bank Finance Company Micro Finance
Institutions (NBFC-MFlIs). It was established in October 2009 as the primary representative body of NBFCs
engaged in the business of Microfinance. Since its establishment, MFIN has been promoting the key objec tives of
Microfinance in India and as the Self-Regulatory Organization for the industry, has been working to establish
guidelines for responsible lending and client protection.

139. Recently has been elected as President R R
Designate of the Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll) for p]fe SldeIlt- de Slgnate )
2022-23. .

A. RDinesh drops Pawan Munjal
B. Sanjiv Puri [ . ‘
C. Pawan Munjal

D. TV Narednran

E. None of the above

e R Dinesh has been elected as President-Designate of the
Conf ederation Of Indian Industr y ( C”) f or 2022-23. He is R Dinesh (centre) replaceg Pawar; M;r;jal ;stH; Cll president-designate for
execu tive Vice- Chairman o f TVS Supp Iy Chain SOIU tions 2022-23; ITC's Sanjiv Puri (right) has been elected vice-president

e He was elected President-Designate of Cll for 2022-23 at FE BUREAU The mid-course change assumes
. . . . New Delhi, July 7 importance because the president-des-
its recent National Council meeting. ignate becomes the president of the

. .. . . . INLESSTHAN twomonths,the Confed-  chamber the following year. Now

o Atthe meeting, Sanjiv Puri, Chairman and Managing eration of Indian Industry (CII) has  Dineshwill becomepresident nextyear

. . . changed its president-designate for (2023-24)instead of Munjal.
Director of ITC, was elected as Vice-President of Cll. 2022-23.Thisis probably the first time While CII did not offer any com-
that the country’s leading industry ment regarding this quick change, itis

° Sanjiv Bajaj’ Chairman and Managing Director’ Bajaj chamberhaseffected suchamid-course ~ understood that Munjal had business

change in its top-level office bearers. commitments.
OnThursday, ClI said thatatameet- Following the dropping of Munjal
ing of its national council, R Dinesh, as president-designate and Dinesh

Finserv Ltd, continues to be the President of Cll for the

year 2022-23.

e Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll): It was established in
1895 as a non-governmental trade association.

e |tis headquartered in New Delhi. Its Director-General is
Chandrajit Banerjee.

140. Recently SBI General Insurance Company Ltd. has announced

executive officer.

executivevice chairman of TVS Supply
Chain Solutions, has been elected as
president-designate for 2022-23.

Earlier on May 13, CII had
announced Hero MotoCorp chairman
and CEO Pawan Munjal asits president
designated for 2022-23, whereas
Dinesh had then taken over as vice
president.

being appointed in his place, Sanjiv
Puri, chairman and managing direc-
tor of ITC has been elected as vice
president.

SanjivBajaj,chairmanand managing
director of Bajaj Finserv,will continue to
be president for 2022-23. He had taken
overfrom TV Narendran, CEO and man-
aging director of Tata Steel, in May.

as managing director and chief
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Amitabh Kant
Pawan Munjal
Paritosh Tripathi
Sanjiv Puri

None of the above

mo O ®>

succeeds P.C. Kandpal.

branch in Dubai.

141. Recently

Y cwJ

First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e SBI General Insurance Company Ltd. has announced Paritosh Tripathi as
managing director and chief executive officer, effective 5 July.
e He was nominated by the parent company, State Bank of India, for the post and

e Mr. Tripathi has more than 32 years of banking experience and has worked in
various departments including MSME, mid-corporate segment, international
banking, and bancassurance, a release said.

e Before joining SBI General Insurance, he was general manager of operations,
internal banking group with SBI, and was also on the board of Sterling Bank,
Nigeria, and SBI Canada.

e From 2017 to 2020, he was head — of bancassurance, firstly with SBI Mutual
Fund, and then with SBI General Insurance. He was the CEO of the SBI DIFC

has been appointed as the new Sherpa of G-20 .

Rajiv Kumar
Ranjeeta Kant
Arvind Panagariya
Amitabh Kant
None of the above

moo®w>

Sherpa.

e Amitabh Kant, a former CEO of Niti Aayog,
will be the new Sherpa of G-20.

e Piyush Goel, Minister of Commerce, will
step down from his role as G-20 Sherpa.

Kant to be India’s new G20 Sherpa

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, July 7

THE GOVERNMENT HAS
decided to appoint former
NITI Aayog chief executive

g 7

-

Amitabh Kant as India’s
Sherpa for the G20 grouping.
Kant will replace commerce
and industry minister Piyush
Goyal,who offered to shed this

Former NITI Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant

e He will participate in various meetings with the representatives of G20 countries.

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

New MD & CEO
at SBl General

Insurance

SBIGENERALINSURANCE on
Thursdaysaid it hasappointed
Paritosh Tripathi as managing
director and chief executive
officer with effect from July 5.
He succeeds PC Kandpal, who
has been posted as deputy
managing director (DMD)-
(P&RE) at the Corporate Cen-
tre, State Bank of India (SBI).

Tripathi has over 32 years
of banking experience and has
worked in various depart-
ments, including MSME, mid-
corporate segment, interna-
tional banking and
bancassurance,a release said.

Before joining SBI General
Insurance, he was general
manager operations, internal
banking group with SBI and
was also on the boards of Ster-
ling Bank, Nigeria and SBI
Canada.

—PTI

-_—

role due to his mounting work-
load.

Given that India is assum-
ing the G20 presidency later
this year, a full-time Sherpa
who can devotealot of time for
thejobisrequired,a source told
FE.This has prompted the gov-
ernment to appoint Kant,
whose six-year term at the NITI
Aayog ended on June 30.

o0 - |lZ7zm

iasT@w

e India will assume the G20 Presidency on 1 December 2022 from Indonesia so there is a need for a full-time

Page 109 of 138

ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

@ guidely @

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e India will host the G20 summit in 2023 in Jammu and Kashmir.

e It was formed after the Asian financial crisis. The G20 summit is held annually since 2011.
e Indonesia will host the G20 summit in 2022.

142. Recently was appointed as the President Commissioner (Non-
Executive Chairman) of PT Unilever Indonesia ThK, a public company.
A. Sanjiv Mehta
B. Bhanu Pratap
C. Sanjiv Bajaj
D
E

. Praveen Rao
None of the above

e Sanjiv Mehra, CEO & MD of Hindustan Unilever Ltd. (HUL), will be appointed as the
President Commissioner (Non-Executive Chairman) of PT Unilever Indonesia Tbk, a
public company, subject to approval from shareholders at the company’s next
Extraordinary General Meeting to be held on 28 July.

e However, he will continue to be the CEO & MD of HUL and President, of Unilever South
Asia, HUL said in a statement. He is also a member of the Unilever Leadership
Executive

e Unilever Indonesia is a public company and a member of the Unilever group. Mehta’s
appointment will be subject to approval from shareholders at Unilever Indonesia’s
next Extraordinary General Meeting to be held on 28 July 2022.

e Established in 1933, Unilever Indonesia had a turnover of $2.7 billion as of December
2021. It manufactures over 40 Unilever brands including local jewels Bango and
Sariwangi across nine factories situated in the country.

143. Recently Rahul Narwekar has been elected as the youngest Speaker of the
Uttar Pradesh

Bihar

Maharashtra

Chattisgarh

None of the above

mMoowm>»

Exam

e G20:It was founded in 1999 as a forum for Finance Ministers and Governors of Central Banks.

Sanjiv Mehta
named President
Commissioner for
Unilever Indonesia

OURBUREAU

Mumbai, June 30

Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL)
CEO and Managing Director,
Sanjiv Mehta will be appointed
the President Commissioner
(Non-Executive Chairman)of Uni-
lever Indonesia, a public com-
pany. The appointment is subjec-
ted to approval from
shareholders at the Unilever In-
donesia’s next Extraordinary Gen-
eral Meeting to be held on July 28.
He will join the company’s Board
of Commissioners and chair the
same in a non-executive capacity.
Mehta will continue to be CEO
and MD, HUL and President, Uni-
lever South Asia. He is alsoa mem-
ber of the Unilever Leadership
Executive.

The Board of Commissioners of
Unilever Indonesia is responsible
for overseeing the policy and the
implementation of the corporate
governance agenda and provid-
ing advice to the Board of Direct-
ors in managing the company.

Legislative Assembly.
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the age of 45.

e Rahul Narwekar represents the Colaba Assembly constituency in Mumbai.

as its brand ambassador.

Shahrukh Khan
None of the above

moOo®m>

e Insecticides India, a crop protection and nutrition company has roped in Bollywood actor
Ajay Devgn as their brand ambassador.

e With this association, the company intends to spread the message of judicious use of
agrochemicals besides communicating about their products and boosting farmer
awareness in India to the grassroots level.

145. Recently has been given charge of the coveted government
bullet train project amid Satish Agnihotri was terminated by NHSRCL.
A. Rajendra Prasad
B. Suman Berry
C. Amitabh Kant
D. Pawan Munjal
E

None of the above

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

e Rahul Narwekar has been elected as the youngest Speaker of the Maharashtra Legislative Assembly.
e He also becomes the youngest person to hold this constitutional post in India. He has been elected as Speaker at

e The post of Maharashtra Legislative Assembly speaker was vacant after the resignation of Nana Patole.
e Rahul Narwekar received 164 votes while Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena candidate Rajan Salvi got 107 votes.

Bengaluru, july 5
Crop protection firm Insect-
icides (India) Ltd (IIL) has roped

besides providing information
about their products and boost-
ing farmer awareness to the
grassroots level, IIL said in a
statement.

Rajesh Aggarwal, Managing
Director, IIL, said, “With IIL enter-
ing the next phase of growth, we
are sure that his popularity,
along with the credibility of our
products, will help us toincrease
the penetration of our commu-
nication in our existing markets
aswell as newer markets.”

Focus onnew range

IIL’s Tractor Brand range of crop
protection and nutrition have a
panndia presence today with
its team of more than 500 crop
advisors. The company is focus-
ing on its new range of products
launched this year like Shinwa,
Izuki and Torry, which will make
a difference to the farmers in
terms of the better productivity
and providing them with cost-ef-
fective solutions.

e Senior authorities said on July 7 that NHSRCL Managing Director Satish Agnihotri, who was in charge of the

e Shanno Devi was the first woman Speaker of a State Assembly in India. Insecticides India | |
ropesin Ajay
Devgnasbrand J
ambassador -

144. Recently Insecticides India, a crop protection and Nutrition company, has roped in A—— A

Ak shay Kumar in Bollywood actor Ajay Devgnas | in
. its brand ambassador. With the

Ajay Devgan support of Devgn, the company | is
. intends tospread the messageof | In

Tlgesr Shro_f_f judicious use of agrochemicals, | m
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coveted government bullet train project, had his employment with the Railways terminated. According to the
officials, Rajendra Prasad, Director - Projects (NHSRCL), has been given responsibility for the next three months.
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e The Government of India and the participating states have formed NHSRCL as a joint venture to carry out high -
speed rail projects.

e According to senior railway officials, Agnihotri is accused of abusing his authority as a railway officer and
illegally funneling money to a private company.

NHSRCIL.MD
at the helm of
bullet train

IN BRIEF project, fired

Ankiti Bose steps down
from Zilingo board, was
fired from firmin May

Ankiti Bose, co-founder and former CEO
ofZilingo, has stepped down as director
ofthe company. She was ousted from
the company in Maythisyear. "Given :
the current circumstances, and due to ]
the opacity ofinformationtome asa 1
board memberand ashareholder, ]
I resign forthwith from all directorships|
hold with Zilingo's holding company
and any of its subsidiaries," shesaidina
social media post. Zilingo, too,
confirmed Bose's resignation. Inan
emailed statement, theysaid, “The
company has accepted Ms Ankiti's
resignation from her directorship positions, and is saddened to note
thatinaccurate claims have been made in the media of concealing
relevantinformation from Zilingo's Directors. The company
continues to evaluate and actively pursue all real and credible
options forthe business." Bose was fired from the Singapore-based
B2B e-commerce startup company on May 20 on grounds of financial
irregularities. According to media reports earlier this month, Bose
and co-founder Dhruv Kapoor have come together fora
management buyout.

feedback@livemint.com

he Railways has termi-
nated the services of
NHSRCI. Managing

Director Satish Agnihotriwho
was in charge of the govern-
ment’s prestigious bullet train
project, senior officialssaid on
Thursday.

Rajendra Prasad, Director,
Projects, National High Speed
Rail Corporation Limited
(NHSRCL) has been handed
over the charge for three
months, the officials said.

Senior Railway officials said
there were several allegations
against Agnihotri, including
misuse of official position and
diverting funds in an unautho-
rised manner to a private com-
pany.

They said the decision to ter-
minate the services of Agni-

{ hotri came following a June 2

” Lokpal court order directing
\
a l \

Har Ghar Tiranga

he Culture Ministry is going to launch ‘Har Ghar Tiranga' campa

this month, marking India's 75th Independence Day. The date and 1
ue will be announced soon. As gy
part of the campaign, all the =
citizens will be encouraged to
hoist the tricolour at their
homes during Independence
week from 11th-17th August
2022. A ministry official said
that the Indian National Flag
is a symbol of national pride
for the entire nation.

“quid pro quo™ deal allegedly
struck by the former NHSRCL
MD with a private company
during his nine-year tenure as
CMD of Rail Vikas Nigam Lim- | |
ited (RVNL).

The Lokpal court has
directed the CBI to “ascertain
whetherany offence underthe
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988, is made out” against

the CBI to probe charges of a
e
-

a
st

Setu co-founder Kumar says arm got : e D

(k office within six months or

RBI licence for account aggregation . "The compotent authos

“The competent authority
has approved the termination

of office of Satish Agnihotri. He

AGENCIES and fintech in India,” Ku- their financial information pi . s

Mumbai mar wrote on Twitter. "We  digitally with regulated fi- of hasbeendirected to berelieved
are looking forward to nancial institutionssuchas of with immediate effect,” read
Nikhil Kumar, co-founder of working with the amazing banks and non-banking fi- w the July 7 letter of the Railway
application programming team (@sahamati to build nancial companies withina bl Board. addressed to the com-
interface mfraslructurje the ecosystem and acceler- secure framework. fir pany secretary of the NHSRCL.
company Setu, today said ate the speed of AA adop- The account aggregator th NHSRCL s ajoint venture of

the company's subsidiary tion."” framework is aimed atelim- e oy ~1Saj > ¢
Agya Technologies had re- The account aggregator inating the need to collect b the (_"_""'r_“"‘e"[ of l"d_“' and
ceived an in-principle li- "The licence enables us to  framework enables individ- or submit physical docu- r¢ participating states for imple-
cence from the Reserve now go deeper and power uals and small- and mid- mentstogetloansoraccess m menting high-speed rail pro-
Bank of India to operate as AA (account aggregator) for sizeq businesses to a\'aﬂl of other ﬁnancial products Rl jects. Officials also alleged that
an account aggregator. every single bank, NBFC, services such as sharing and services. pi Agnihotri tookupajobin a pri-

vate firm within a vear of his
retirement, in violation of rules.
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Days and Obituary News

146. Every Year National Chartered Accountant Day commemorates the foundation of the Institute of Chartered

Accountants of India (ICAl). It was established on which day?
A. 1July 1948

1 July 1949

1 July 1950

1 July 1951

None of the above

mMOoOOW

In India, July 1 is celebrated as National Chartered Accountants Day.

The day commemorates the foundation of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) on July 1, 1949.
Indian Institute of Chartered Accountants (ICAI):

It is a statutory body established by the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949, owned by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs.

It is the second-largest professional accounting and finance body in the world in terms of members.

The ICAl is the only organization in the country that issues licenses and regulations for the financial auditing and
accounting professions.

It is headquartered in New Delhi. Its President is Dr. Debashis Mitra.

147.Every Year National Doctors' Day is celebrated on to mark both the birth and death anniversary

of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy.
A. 15t july

2" July

3 July

4th July

None of the above

mMOoOOW

National Doctors' Day is celebrated every year on 1 July. It was first observed in 1991.

National Doctor’s Day is celebrated to mark both the birth and death anniversary of Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy on 1
July.

The theme for National Doctors' Day 2022 is “Family Doctors on the Front Line”.

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy played an important role in the establishment of the Medical Council of India and the
Indian Medical Association.
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e [tis observed to show gratitude to all those doctors who work tirelessly for the health of their patients.

148. Every year on the first __in July, the International Day of Cooperatives is observed to raise awareness
about how cooperatives work together for social, cultural, and economic growth.
A. Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

None of the above

moOo®

e Every year on the first Saturday in July, the International Day of Cooperatives is observed.

e This year, the day was celebrated on 2 July around the world. The day is commonly known as Coops Day.

e The theme of International Day of Cooperatives 2022 is “Cooperatives Build a Better World.”

e The day raises awareness about how cooperatives work together for social, cultural, and economic growth.

e Since 1923, cooperatives around the world have celebrated this day, which was formally proclaimed by the UNGA
on the ICA's centennial in 1995.

e On December 16, 1992, the UNGA passed a resolution to declare the first Saturday of July 1995 the International
Day of Cooperatives.

e The 100th International Day of Cooperatives was celebrated in New Delhi on July 4 with Home Minister Amit Shah
as the Chief Guest.

e The event, with the theme " Cooperatives Build an Atmanirbhar Bharat and Better World," was organized by the
Ministry of Cooperation and the National Cooperative Federation of India.

149. World Sports Journalists Day is observed all over the world on to highlight the contribution of
Sports Journalists in bringing sports closer to its viewers.
A. 1% July

2" July

3 July

4th july

None of the above

moOo®

e World Sports Journalists Day is observed all over the world on 2nd July.
e [tis observed to highlight the contribution of Sports Journalists in bringing sports closer to its viewers.
e Sports journalists work on various media platforms including print, broadcast, and the internet.
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e World Sports Journalist Day was first celebrated in 1994. It is also observed to mark the establishment of the
International Sports Press Association (AIPS).

e There are different kinds of sports journalism such as play-by-play reporting, game recap analysis, investigative
sports journalism, etc.

150. Every year, the International Plastic Bag free day is observed on to raise awareness about the
harmful effect of plastic.
A. 15t july

B. 2" july

C. 3 July

D. 4th july

E. None of the above

e Every year, the International Plastic Bag free day is observed on 3 July.

e [t was first observed on July 3, 2008, by Rezero, a member of Zero Waste Europe (ZWE).

e The day’s main goal is to raise awareness about the harmful effect of plastic. Items made out of single -use
plastics are also contaminating rivers and oceans.

e In 2002, Bangladesh became the first nation to ban plastics. A plastic bag takes 1,000 years to disintegrate in a
landfill.

e India has imposed a ban on single-use plastics from 1 July.

e Nearly 300 million tons of plastic are produced by humans each year. Only 10-13% of plastic items get recycled.

e Single-use plastics are non-recyclable plastic products that cannot be used after the single-use.

151. World UFO Day is observed every year on to spread awareness about Unidentified Flying Objects
(UFOs).
A. 1% July

2" July

3 July

4th July

None of the above

mMOoOO®

e World UFO Day is observed every year to spread awareness about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs). The main
aim to celebrate the day is to acknowledge the existence of UFOs. Earlier, this day was celebrated on two
different dates by people, some celebrated it on 24 June, while the others observed it on 2 July. Later, 2 July was
officially declared World UFO Day.
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World UFO Day is observed every year to spread awareness about Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs). The main
aim to celebrate the day is to acknowledge the existence of UFOs. Earlier, this day was celebrated on two

different dates by people, some celebrated it on 24 June, while the others observed it on 2 July. Later, 2 July was
officially declared World UFO Day.

A.
B.
C.
D.

E.

Odisha

Tamil Nadu
West Bengal
Andhra Pradesh

None of the above

Veteran Bengali director Tarun Majumdar passed away
at the age of 92. He was famous for highlighting the life
of middle-class families in his films.

Tarun Majumdar was the recipient of the prestigious
Padma Shri Award in 1990. Apart from this, the veteran
filmmaker won four National Awards, Bengal Film
Journalists' Association Awards (BFJA Awards), among

several others.

moOo®>

Germany

England

France

Spain

None of the above

152. Tarun Majumdar, who passed away recently belonged to which of the following state?

Tarun Majumdar, veteran
filmmaker, passes away at 91

He had won the national award for best film four times

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA
Veteran filmmaker Tarun
Majumdar passed away in
Kolkata on Monday. He was
91 and had been undergoing
treatment at the State-run
SSKM hospital since June 14.
The filmmaker was put on
ventilator support on Sun-
day, when his health dete-
riorated and he breathed his
last at 11.17 am on Monday.
Mr. Majumdar was among
the last of the great film di-
rectors from West Bengal
who created a niche of their
own, beyond the trinity of
cinema legends such as Sa-

n

=

Tarun Majumdar

tyajit Ray, Mrinal Sen, and
Ritwik Ghatak.

The filmmaker is a four-
time National Award winner
and a Padma Shri awardee.

He directed his first film
Chawa Pawa (1959), starring
Uttam Kumar and Suchitra
Sen, when he was only 27
years old.

Mr. Majumdar then joined
the directorial team Yatrik,
which also included Sachin
Mukherji and Dilip Mukher-
ji. In 1962, the team came
out with Kancher Swarga,
which won the National
Award for the best feature
film in Bengali.

He will also be remem-
bered for the aesthetic pic-
turisation of songs in his
films, particularly the use of
Rabindra Sangeet.

The complicated legacy of Peter Brook

The British theatre directer known for his famous adaption of The Mahabharata died on Saturday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MELBOURNE

“I can take any empty space
and call it a bare stage. A
man walks across this empty
space whilst someone else is
watching him, and this is all
that is needed for an act of
theatre to be engaged.”

So begins The Empty
Space (1968) by the British
theatre director Peter Brook,
who died on Saturday, aged
97. He was famous for his
adaptation of The
Mahabharata.

Brook’s goal, as he put it,
was to work "outside of con
texts”, asking: “In what con
ditions is it possible for what
happens in a theatre expe
rience to originate from a

group of actors and be re-
ceived and shared by specta-
tors without the help and
hindrance of [...] shared cul-
tural signs and tokens?"

In 1979, Brook took his in
ternational troupe on a trip
through Africa, presenting
The Conference of the Birds,
a play based on a 12th Centu-
ry Persian poem, to audienc-
es with whom they expected
to have nothing in common

This phase of what came
to be called intercultural
theatre culminated in a fa-
mous adaptation of The
Mahabharata.

Premiering at the Avignon
festival in 1985 with a cast
drawn from many cultures
and theatrical traditions, the

153. Legendary theatre director, Peter Brook who recently passed away belongs to which of the following country?

Peter Brook

drama was praised by critics
for its beauty and limpid
theatricality of the produc
tion. However, it also trig
gered a critical backlash.

As Australians well know,
there are no “empty spaces”

that are simply there for the
taking. There are no cultural
forms that exist “outside of
contexts”.

Brook was not naive about
this, but he struggled to
square local particularity
with his universalist in
stincts. He acknowledged
the Mahabharata “would
never have existed without
India”, yet at the same time,
stated “we had to avoid al-
lowing the suggestion of In-
dia to be so strong as to inhi-
bit human identification to
too great an extent.”

For a growing number of
critics, this was not only in
tellectually unsustainable,
but compounded historical
WTOngs.

In 1990, the Indian
theatre scholar Rustom Bha-
rucha published Theatre
and the World, a broadside
against western appropria-
tions of Asian theatrical
forms. Bharucha accused
Brook of trivialising and de
contextualising Indian cul
ture, and exploiting Indian
performers.

The Mahabharata would
mark a significant shift in
how intercultural collabora-
tions would be approached
in future: greater attention
being paid to who has the
right to represent what, and
how the material and intel
lectual resources in any gi
ven production are
distributed
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154. World Zoonoses Day is observed annually on
spread from animals to humans.

Y cwJ

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e Peter Brook, one of the world’s most innovative theatre directors who perfected the art of staging powerful
drama in bizarre venues, has died aged 97. The British director mounted productions ranging from challenging
versions of Shakespeare through international opera to Hindu epic poems. He brought a stunning nine-hour
adaptation of the Sanskrit epic “The Mahabharata” from France to New York in 1987.

e Brook was born in the UK but was living in France for decades

to raise awareness about those diseases that can

A. 3 July
B. 4th july
C. 5thjuly
D. 6t July
E. None of the above

animals to humans.

organizations?

A. BRICS

OPEC

NDB

ADB

None of the above

0w

mo

a post-OPEC career.

Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo,
secretary-general, Opec

Mohammad Sanusi
Barkindo, the secretary-gen-
eral of Opec who died on
Wednesday, was a friend of
India who believed that sus-
tained healthy economic
growth and prosperity of the
country was in the interest
of the Saudi-led oil cartel.

Barkindo, 63, died in his
home country of Nigeria,
OPEC said in a statement
without giving reasons for
his death.

e World Zoonoses Day was started on 6 July 1885 to raise awareness about zoonotic diseases.
e Louis Pasteur successfully administered the first vaccine against Rabies virus on 6 July 1885.

155. Mohammad Barkindo, who passed away recently was Secretary-General of which of the following

He was due to step down
at the end of this month after
six years in the top job at the
Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (Opec).

Hours before his death,
he met Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari and
spoke at an energy summit
in Abuja where he stated that
the oil and gas industry is
“undersiege” due to years of
under-investment and oil

e World Zoonoses Day is observed annually on 6 July to raise awareness about those diseases that can spread from

Barkindo: India’s friend in Opec dies

from Iran and Venezuela
could help address the mar-
Kket's current tight supply.
Just like the rest of the
world, India too has issues
with the tight production
controls by the OPEC which
had led to soaring energy
prices and inflation, but
Barkindo was always sympa-
thetic to New Delhi’s con-
cerns and  repeatedly
assured for meeting full
demand of the nation. Pl

e OPEC Secretary-General Mohammad Barkindo, an oil industry veteran who steered the group through the
creation of the OPEC+ alliance, has died in his native Nigeria. He was 63.

e Barkindo was in the final weeks of his six-year tenure as the top diplomat at the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries, where he headed its Vienna-based secretariat. He had returned to Abuja in preparation for
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The Nigerian engaged in a flurry of shuttle diplomacy to establish the once-unthinkable partnership with non-
members, personally lobbying leaders including Russia’s Vladimir Putin.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries is an intergovernmental organization of 13 countries.
Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad by the first five members, it has, since 1965, been headquartered in
Vienna, Austria, although Austria is not an OPEC member state.

156. World Kiswabhili Language Day is celebrated on _every year.

6t" July
7th July
8th July
9th July
None of the above

moOo®m>

World Kiswahili Language Day is celebrated on the 7th of July every year.

On November 23, 2021, the 41st session of the General Conference of UNESCO proclaimed 7 July of each year as
World Kiswahili Language Day.

The theme for the first celebration of the World Kiswahili Language Day is ‘Kiswahili for peace and prosperity.
Kiswahili is one of the most widely spoken languages in Africa. It is most widely spoken in sub-Saharan Africa.
It is the only African language that is the official language of the African Union.

157. What is the name of the former chairman of the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi and eminent freedom fighter who took

part in the 1942 Quit India movement passed away?
A. Narendra Singh

P. Gopinathan Nair

Tarun Majumdar

Peter Brooke

moOom

None of the above

P. Gopinathan Nair, a freedom fighter, passed away at the age of 100.

The Indian freedom fighter died due to age-related ailments.

He was known for following Gandhian ideology in his life.

He took part in the 1942 Quit India movement.

For his contribution to society, the Government of India honored him with the Padma Shri in 2016.
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e He served as the chairman of the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi (Mahatma Gandhi National Memorial Trust), an
organization run by the Indian government.
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Sports Award Books News

158. Recently Neeraj Chopra won a silver medal at Diamond League meet in Stockholm by finishing second with a

throw of
A. 86.64m N i
B. 89.94m . 0 s Rl
C o025 m Neeraj sets new National record, finishes second
D. 87.69m ) Misses the 90m mark by a whisker
E. None of the above it gher

e Neeraj Chopra won a silver
medal at Diamond League

meet in Stockholm.

e He won his first-ever medal at

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
STOCKHOLM

Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra clinched his first
top-3 finish at a Diamond
League meeting with a Na-
tional record-breaking ef-
fort, but missed the 90m
mark by a whisker at a star-
studded field on Thursday.
The 24-year-old Neeraj
opened with a stunning

were  84.37m, 87.46m,
84.77m, 86.67m and
86.84m. He bettered his ear-
lier National record of
89.30m, set in the Paavo
Nurmi Games in Turku, Fin-
land, on June 14.

He finished second be-
hind World champion and
season’s leader Anderson
Peters of Grenada, who won
with a best throw of 90.31m
in his third attempt.

Diamond League meet in

89.94m, just 6cm shy of the Julian Weber of Germany

Stockholm. Soaring high: Neeraj's effort of 89.94m helped him rewrite 90m mark, the gold stan- was third with a fifth-round
the National mark and also win the silver. sreuters dard in the world of javelin.  throw of 89.08m.
e He broke his national record oM »

for the second time in a month.

e He finished second with a throw of 89.94 meters. World champion Anderson Peters won the event with a throw of
90.31 meters.

e Neeraj Chopra broke the record of 89.30 meters. He set this record at the Paavo Nurmi Games in Turku earlier this
month.

e Javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra is the first Indian who won a gold medal in athletics at the Olympics.

158. Recently State Government has taken ownership of a team in the soon-to-be-launched Ultimate
Kho Kho (UKK) league.
A. Haryana

B. Odisha

C. Kerala

D. Rajasthan

E. None of the above

e The Odisha government has taken ownership of a team in the soon-to-be-launched Ultimate Kho Kho (UKK)
league.
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This will be the second direct sports venture for the Odisha government, which also owned a team —Kalinga

Lancers—in the now-defunct Hockey India League in 2013.

The announcement comes days after Odisha won silver medals in both boys and girls categories in Kho Kho during

Khelo India Youth Games 2022.

The Odisha Sports Development and Promotion Company (OSDPC)-owned team will be the fifth franchise in the

league.

In the last decade, the Naveen Patnaik-led government has not only hosted some of the major sports events in

the country but also developed a world-class multi-sport infrastructure. The state also sponsors India’s men’s

hockey team.

For UKK, OSDPC is collaborating with steel manufacturer ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India, which is already

developing the infrastructure of Kho Kho in the state.

159. will be the top seeds in the open section at the upcoming 44th

chess Olympiad while hosts India is ranked
A. Russia, 2"

B. USA, 37

C. China, 4th

D. England, 2"

E. None of the above

Team USA will be the top seeds in the open section at the upcoming 44th chess
Olympiad scheduled to be held here from July 28 to August 10. Azerbaijan is
seeded second while hosts India are third. China and Russia --- the two
powerhouses of the sport --- will not be part of the tournament.

Russia has been banned by FIDE, the game’s governing body, while China chose to
opt-out of the competition. The two teams have been a dominant force ---
bagging top honors in 6 out of the last 9 editions of the Olympiad.

FIDE announced that 187 teams in the open section and 162 in the women's
category are taking part in the event. This is the largest-ever Olympiad in terms of
team entries. In the open section,

In the women'’s category, the Indian team is seeded No. 1 with an average rating
of 2486. Koneru Humpy, D Harika, R Vaishali, Tania Sachdev, and Bhakti Kulkarni
are part of the top team. Ukraine (2478) and Georgia (2475) are seeded second
and third respectively.

has been honoured with Ayurveda Ratna Award .

USA top seeds
for Chess
Olympiad

Chennai: Team USA will be :
the top seeds in the open sec- :
tion at the upcoming 44th :
Chess Olympiad scheduledto :
be held here from July 28 to :

August 10.

Azerbaijan is seeded sec- :
ond while hosts India are :
third. China and Russia - the :
two powerhouses of thesport :
- will not be part of the tour- :

nament,

In the open section, team :
USA has the highest average :
rating of 2771 points - 66 high- :
er than Azerbaijan. India,on :
the other hand, has an aver- :
age rating of 2696. Norway, to :
be spearheaded by World :
champion Magnus Carlsen, :

is the fourth seed.

Indiaisfieldingtwoteams :
in the open section. The first :
team comprises Vidit Guj- :
rathi, P Harikrishna, Arjun :
Erigaisi and SL Narayanan. :
The second Indian team in :
the section features Nihal Sa- :
rin, D Gukesh, R Praggna- :

nandhaaand B Adhiban.

In the women’s category, :
the Indian team are seeded :
No.1lwithanaverageratingof :
2486. Koneru Humpy, D Hari- :
ka, R Vaishali, Tania Sachdev :
and Bhakti Kulkarniarepart :

of the top team. TN

Page 121 of 138
ClickHere For Grand Bundle PDF Course for All Upcoming Bank Exams 2022 | Click Here to Subscribe CWJ Royale Pass

mo<ZozswW®m

cos o

-
=

mme o

2o



https://crackwithjack.com/bundle-pdf-course/2022
https://crackwithjack.com/royale-pass

@ guidely @

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

Tanuja Nesari

PK Prajapati
Abhimanyu Kumar
Sujata Kadam
None of the above

moOom>

e UK Parliament has honored Tanuja Nesari with Ayurveda Ratna Award.

e The UK’s All-Party Parliamentary Group on Indian Traditional Sciences (ITSappg) conferred the award for her
exceptional service of the highest order for the promotion of Ayurveda.

e The award was presented to her at a virtual ceremony on the International Day of Yoga.

e Tanuja Nesari is the Director of the All India Institute of Ayurveda (AllA).

e AllIndia Institute of Ayurveda (AllA) is located in New Delhi.

161. A new biography of one of India’s most firebrand union leaders and former
Central minister George Fernandes titled “The Life and Times of George
Fernandes” has been authored by
A. Rahul Ramagundam
B. Shikha Sharma
C. Sanjiv Mehta
D. Rahul Bose
E. None of the above

THE LIFE AND TIMES of

e A new biography of one of India’s most firebrand union leaders and former -~ G E O R G E
Central minister George Fernandes will trace his journey from the streets of
Bombay to the corridors of power in Delhi, announced the Penguin Random
House India.

e “The Life and Times of George Fernandes”, written by Rahul Ramagundam,
will be released under Penguin’s ‘Allen Lane’ imprint on July 25.

e He became the Railways minister in 1989 under V P Singh’s National Front coalition government, comprising
mostly Left-leaning parties.
e Fernandes died in January 2019 at the age of 88 after a prolonged illness.
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cleaning the river?

A. Radjiv Ranjan Mishra
B. Puskal Upadhyay

C. Suranjan Das

D. BothA&B

E. BothB&C

rejuvenation.

have been initiated.

A. Radjiv Ranjan Mishra
B. Puskal Upadhyay

C. Suranjan Das

D. Shristi Verma

E. None of the above

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam

162. Who is the author of the book titled "Ganga: Reimagining, Rejuvenating, Reconnecting” which describes issues
how the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) team took up its task of keeping the scar of past failures of

e Taking charge of cleaning and maintaining water bodies, lakes, and stretches of
rivers can go a long way in nurturing and sustaining them for the future and will
also help reduce the carbon footprint of the country, says a new book on Ganga

e In “Ganga: Reimagining, Rejuvenating, Reconnecting”, authors Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra and Puskal Upadhyay describe among other issues how the National
Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) team took up its task keeping in mind not just
the enormity of it but also the scar of past failures of cleaning the river.

e Many initiatives to clean the river ended up either being hugely inadequate or dismal failures. And this haunting
legacy stayed with the NMCG team every step of the way in its long, complex, and daunting journey.

e Since the establishment of NMCG in 2011 and the launch of Namami Gange in 2014, many facets of rejuvenation
like clean villages, ghats, and crematoriums, improving ecology and flow, biodiversity and wetland conservation,
plantation, strengthening People-River connect, research, knowledge dissemination, and public participation

163. Who is the author of the book titled " Gandhi and the Champaran Satyvaqgraha: Select Readings?

Y cwJ

First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

“As citizens of A conntry where rivers like Ganga have
Ganga's future dependson what we, the

— bk gyl Chimin, Prime 3

REimagining
REjuvenating
REconnecting

RAJIV RANJAN MISHRA
and PUSKAL UPADHYAY @

New book explores Gandhi’s
role in Champaran satyagraha

The Mahatma refused to abide by convention, says scholar

GANDHI
AND THE

CHAMPARAN
SATYAGRAHA

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT come an indispensable re- tion between moderates on
NEWORIHY source for those who want-  the one hand and extremists
Abooktitled Gandhiandthe ed to look at Mahatma on the other,” he said.

A book titled Gandhi and the
Champaran Satyagraha: Select
Readings, which has been edited by

Champaran Satyagraha: Se-
lect Readings, which has
been edited by Jadavpur Un-
iversity Vice-Chancellor Su-
ranjan Das, was released on
Saturday.

At the virtual book launch
event, Prof. Das thanked the
West Bengal government
and the Netaji Institute for
Asian Studies for sponsoring
the research.

Speaking during a panel
discussion, Faisal Deviji, Pro-
fessor of History in the Un-
iversity of Oxford, said the
book would immediately be-

Gandhi’s journey at its very
beginning in India with res-
pect to the Champaran
satyagraha.

Prof. Devji said during the
satyagraha, Mahatma Gand-
hi quite deliberately refused
to abide by the inherited
conventional standard cate-
gorisations of national polit-
ics that had existed till then.
“I am, in particular, refer-
ring to the distinction bet-
ween social reform on one
hand and political freedom
on the other, which also
maps on to another distinc-

As the Congress party was
said to have been divided
between moderates and ex-
tremists, “Gandhi being
Gandhi, of course, refuses to
abide by these tenets and
these terms of debate and
you already see this in
Champaran. What he does
in Champaran, in my view, is
he explicitly refuses to en-
gage in formal political ma-
noeuvres and he achieves
political ends as it were
through their opposite, the
social”, Prof. Deviji
remarked.

Sl Fek

Edted by
SURANJAN DaAs

T SR y -
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Jadavpur University Vice-Chancellor
Suranjan Das was released.

1. Alfiya Pathan, Gitika won gold medals

A. Only1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

Kazakhstan.

final.

165. Ferrari Carlos Sainz Wins First Career F1

A. Germany

B. Spain

C. France

D. Italy

E. None of the above

Y cwJ

for Asian Studies for sponsoring the research.

Which of the following statement is correct?

e Young Indian boxers Alfiya Pathan and Gitika helped India
end the Elorda Cup 2022 on a high by winning gold medals
in their respective weight categories at Nur-Sultan,

e Alfiya Pathan defeated the 2016 world champion Lazzat
Kungeibayeva of Kazakhstan 5-0 in the women’s +81kg

e Gitika, meanwhile, got the better of compatriot Kalaivani
Srinivasan in an intense 48kg final by a 4-1 margin.

e The Indian contingent concluded its campaign at the Elorda
Cup with 14 medals - two gold, two silver, and 10 bronze.

Race With British

Grand Prix Victory. He is from which country?

164. Consider the following statement regarding Elorda Cup 2022 boxing.

2. Indian boxers finished with 14 medals two gold, two silver, and 10 bronze.

Weekly Optimum Current Q & A PDF — Based On Recent Exam
First Week of July (1st July — 8t July 2022)

e At the virtual book launch event, Prof. Das thanked the West Bengal government and the Netaji Institute

Elorda Cup: Alfiyawins gold;
Indian boxers claim 14 medals

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 4 JULY

The reigning Youth World
champions Alfiya Pathan and
fellow boxer Gitika produced
sensational performances to
win gold medals in the Elor-
da Cup in Kazakhstan's cap-
ital Nur-Sultan on Monday.

Two other female boxers,
Kalaivani Srinivasan and Jamu-
naBoro signed off with silver
medals as India ended their
campaign with 14 medals
including 10 bronze.

Nagpur-girl Alfiya thrashed
the 2016 world champion
and astrong contender for the
title, Lazzat Kungeibayevaby
a 5-0 margin without break-
ing a sweat in the women's
+81kg final while Gitika
clinched a thrilling4-1 win over
compatriot Kalaivani in an
intense all-Indian women's
48kg final. Alfiya and Gitika
were making their senior
international debut.

Alfiya proved too strongfor
thereigningAsian champion
Kungeibayeva as she com-
pletely dominated the bout
which eventually ended as a
one-sided affairwithaunan-
imous decision in Alfiya's
favour. The experienced Kaza-
kh boxer looked clueless
against the young Indian,
whodemonstrated remarkable
skills.

"It'san amazingfeelingto
win a gold medal, especially
against the World Champi-

onships medallist," an elated
Alfiya said after winning gold.

Gitika, who hails from
Rohtak, handed the country
thefirstgold of the day by win-
ning an intense all-Indian
final against Kalaivani where-
in both the boxers started
with anaggressive intentand
kept attacking each other.

While they continued to
exchange heavy punches,
Gitika effortlessly shifted gears
asthebout progressed and did
enough, in the end, to tilt the
result in her favour.

"Itwasagreat feeling towin
agold medalin the first senior
international tournament.
This is a start; I want to win
more medalsat the seniorlevel
in international competi-
tions," Gitika said afterherwin.

Meanwhile, the 2019 World
Championships bronze medal-
listJamuna gave herall against
Uzbekistan's Nigina Ukta-
mova but ended up witha0-
5 loss in the 54kg final.

Alfiya and Gitika fetched
themselves prize money of
$700 for their gold medal-
winning featswhile silver and
bronze medal winners were
awarded $400and $ 200 each
respectively.

With the addition of two
gold and as many silver medals
onthe final day, the Indian con-
tingent also concluded its
campaign with 14 medals,
including 10 bronze, in the
inaugural edition of the
tournament.

12/12
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Ferrari Carlos Sainz Jr. won his first career Formula One
race on Sunday with a victory at the British Grand Prix —
the most dramatic race so far this season. It began with a

frightening first-lap crash and ended with intense wheel-to-

wheel battles for the podium positions.

166. Recently Which of the following cricket board announced

that professional men's and women's cricketers will be paid

the same amount of pay in a ground-breaking new five-year

deal?
A. England
New Zealand

B

C. Australia

D. South Africa

E. None of the above

New Zealand's professional men's and women's cricketers will
be paid the same amount of pay in a ground-breaking new five-

year deal. This would include all players playing in top-tier

domestic matches.

The five-year deal will see the domestic women's players

receive the same match fees as men across all formats including

ODis, T20Is, Ford Trophy, and Dream11 Super Smash level.

The new deal also increases the number of contracts offered to

women cricketers in New Zealand. It would also boost the

number of competitive matches available to emerging players.

167. Recently Maryna Viazovska from

became

the second woman to win the prestigious Fields Medals one
of the highest honors in mathematics.

A. Russia

B. Ukraine

C. Germany

D. France

E. None of the above

Maiden victory for Sainz

Zhou in frightening crash on opening lap

f—

Close shave: Zhou's car catapultéd upside doWn'and bounced
back to finish semi-upright in a stationary position. sreuters

BRITISH GP

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SILVERSTONE

Carlos Sainz claimed his
maiden Formula One win
on his 150th start at a thrill-
ing British Grand Prix on
Sunday.

The Ferrari driver kept
his cool to beat Red Bull’s
Sergio Perez and Lewis Ha-
milton of Mercedes.

World champion Max
Verstappen finished seventh
but retained the lead.

“I don’t know what to say,
it’s amazing. First race win
150 races later with Ferrari
in Silverstone, it’s a very
special day,” said Sainz, who
won from pole. Behind
Sainz there was an epic bat-
tle between Perez, Hamilton
and Charles Leclerc.

Carnage
The 10th round of the sea-
son began with carnage at
the first corner after a hor-
ror crash as Zhou Guanyu’s
Alfa Romeo flipped upside
down and hurtled over the
circuit’s safety barrier.
George Russell’s Mer-

cedes, Alpine’s Esteban
Ocon, Yuki Tsunoda (Alpha
Tauri) and the Williams of
Alex Albon were also
involved.

Zhou’s car was catapult-
ed upside down, the Chi-
nese rookie’s head saved by
his car’s roll hoop-halo as it
skidded off across a gravel
trap and over the tyre bar-
riers into the catch fencing,
where it bounced back to
finish semi-upright.

The results (top-10): 1. Carlos
Sainz Jr (Ferrari) 1Th 2Im
20.440s, 2. Sergio Perez (Red
Bull) +3.779, 3. Lewis Hamilton
(Mercedes) 6.225, 4. Charles
Leclerc (Ferrari) 8.546, 5. Fer-
nando Alonso (Alpine) 9.571, 6.
Lando Norris (McLaren) 11.943,
7. Max Verstappen (Red Bull)
18.777, 8. Mick Schumacher
(Ferrari) 18.995, 9. Sebastian
Vettel (Aston Martin) 22.356,
and 10. Kevin Magnussen
(Haas) 24.590.

Standings (top-6): Drivers: 1.
Verstappen 181 pts, 2. Perez
147, 3. Leclerc 138, 4. Sainz Jr
127, 5. George Russell 111, 6.
Lewis Hamilton 93.
Constructors: 1. Red Bull 328,
2. Ferrari 265, 3. Mercedes
204, 4. McLaren 73, 5. Alpine
67, 6. Alfa Romeo 51.

M ND-NDE
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e Four mathematicians have been awarded the prestigious
Fields Medals including Ukraine's Maryna Viazovska at a
ceremony in Helsinki, Finland.

e This was informed by the International Mathematical
Union jury on July 5, 2022.

e Four mathematicians have been awarded the
prestigious Fields Medals including Ukraine's Maryna
Viazovska at a ceremony in Helsinki, Finland. This was
informed by the International Mathematical Union jury
on July 5, 2022.

e Viazovska, who is based at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology in Lausanne (EPFL), is the second woman
ever to earn the award. She is best known for her
solution to the sphere packing problem — finding the
arrangement of spheres that can take up the largest
portion of a volume — in eight dimensions.

e The Fields Medals and other IMU prizes are normally
announced at the opening of the International Congress
of Mathematicians (ICM), which takes place every four
years.

e Before Viazovska, the only woman to win a Fields Medal
was the late Maryam Mirzakhani, in 2014.

e The Fields medal award comprises a gold medal (14
karat gold) bearing the profile of Archimedes and a cash
amount.

Fields, a Canadian mathematician.

168. Recently India announced
be held in Birmingham from July 28 to August 8.
A. 215

B. 220

C. 218

D. 225

E. None of the above
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“Woman mathematician from

Ukraine wins Fields Medal

Maryna Viazovska says war has profoundly changed her life

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BERLIN

Ukrainian mathematician
Maryna Viazovska was
named on Tuesday as one of
four recipients of the presti-
gious Fields Medal, which is
often described as the Nobel
Prize in mathematics.

The International Mathe-
matical Union said Ms. Via-
zovska, who holds the chair
in number theory at the
Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology Lausanne, was
being honoured for her
work on the densest packing
of identical spheres in eight
dimensions.

Ms. Viazovska said Rus-
sia’s attack on Ukraine in Fe-
bruary had profoundly
changed her life and those of
all Ukrainians.

Small respite

“When the war started I
could not think about anyth-
ing else, including mathe-
matics,” she said, adding

Maryna Viazovska

that teaching has offered
some respite, however.

“When I'm in front of
class, I have to forget about
everything else because I
have to be very focused,” Ms.
Viazovska said. “This made
me forget about the fear and
pain inside myself.”

The other winners were
French mathematician Hugo
Duminil-Copin of the Un-
iversity of Geneva; Korean-
American mathematician
June Huh of Princeton; and
British mathematician James

Maynard of the University of
Oxford.

The Fields Medal is
awarded every four years to
mathematicians under age
40. The recipients are nor-
mally announced at the In-
ternational Congress of
Mathematicians, which was
originally due to be held in
Russia this year but moved
to Helsinki instead.

“The ongoing barbaric
war that Russia still conti-
nues to wage against Uk-
raine clearly shows that no
other alternative was feasi-
ble,” the president of the In-
ternational Mathematical
Union, Carlos E. Kenig, said.

Ms. Viazovska recently
dedicated one of her lec-
tures to Yulia Zdanovksa, a
young Ukrainian mathemati-
cian and computer scientist
from Kharkiv who was killed
in a Russian missile attack.

“When someone like her
dies, it’s like the future dies,”
Ms. Viazovska said.

e The Fields medal and cash prizes are funded by a trust established by J.C.Fields at the University of Toronto.
e The Fields Medals were first awarded in 1936 in Oslo, Norway. The Fields medals were conceived by John Charles

member squad that will be heading to the Commonwealth Games, to
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A 215-member Indian squad will be heading to the Commonwealth Games, to be held in Birmingham from July
28 to August 8, comprising 108 male and 107 female athletes.
The overall strength of the contingent will be 322, including 72 team officials, 26 extra officials, and nine

contingent staff, including three general managers. Olympic champion Neeraj Chopra will likely be named the
flag-bearer at the opening ceremony. Indian athletes will be competing across 16 disciplines.

Boxing Federation of India vice-president Rajesh Bhandari has been named as chef de mission after Cycling
Federation of India chairman Onkar Singh pulled out.
2022 will be the 22nd edition of the quadrennial Games. In Gold Coast 2018, India finished third in the standings

behind Australia and England with 66 medals including 26 gold, 20 silver, and bronze each. India’s best show was

at Delhi in 2010 when they finished behind Australia.

moOo®>

169. Recently

Sini Shetty

Swati Verma
Surbhi Shetty
Mansha Varshney
None of the above

.

Sports minister Anurag Thakur (R) with Olympics silver winner
Ravi Dahiya during the send-off ceremony for CWG. AN

HT Correspondent

sportsde sk @b ndustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 215-member India
squad will be heading to the
Commonwealth Games in Bir-
mingham from July 28 to August
8. comprising 108 male and 107
female athletes. The overall con-
tingent will be 322, including 72
team officials, 26 extra officials,
nine contingent staff, including
three general managers, Olym

pic champion Neeraj Chopra will
likely be named the flag-bearer
at the opening ceremony. Indian
athletes will be competing
across 16 disciplines.

Boxing Federation of India
vice-president Rajesh Bhandari
has been named as chefde mis-
sion after Cycling Federation of
India chairman Onkar Singh
pulled out. “Onkar ji withdrew as

he will be busy with the National
Games,” said 10A acting presi-
dent Anil Khanna. Onkar had
been named as the chef de mis-
sion initially,

Maninder Singh, Prashant
Kushwaha and Anil Dhupar will
be the three general managers of
the contingent while Bibhu Kal-
yan Nayak named as the doctor.

It was announced that gold
medal winning athletes will get
220 lakh from the Indian Olym-
pic Association (10A). "0 lakh
will be awarded to silver winners
while bronze winners will get
7.5 lakh,” I0A secretary general
Rajeev Mehta said in a send-off
ceremony here on Thursday.

In Gold Coast 2018, India had
finished third in the standings
behind Australia and England
with 66 medals including 26
gold, 20 silver and bronze each.
India’s best show was at Delhi

was crowned Miss India World 2022 .

Sini Shetty of Karnataka was crowned Miss India World 2022.

India’s strength
at (WG 2022

108 men
107 women

215

Total

20 | ¢0 | {15
lakh | lakh lakh
2010 when they finished behind
Australia.

“The performance at last
year’s Olympic Games was our
best ever and we have seen the
improvement of our athletes
across sports in recent times
with our own eyes. The historic

India to send 215-member squad for Commonwealth Games

Thomas Cap win was one such
occasion,” sports minister Anu-
rag Thakur, who was the chief
guest at the ceremony, said, add-
ing that that he was extremely
happy that the squad had
attained gender balance. “This
Indian CWG squad is definitely
our strongest ever and | am con-
fident that all our athletes will
make India proud.”

In 2018, over 90% of the med-
als—including 25 of the 26 gold
came from the six disciplines of
badminton, boxing, shooting,
table tennis, weightlifting and
wrestling. Athletics, parasports
and squash were the other
medal winning sports.

Shooting, which gave India 16
medals in Gold Coast including
seven gold, is no longer a part of
CWG 2022 However, for the first
time women's cricket has been
included

B 2020

| THE WINNERS

2022 | Sini Shetty
State: Karnataka

FEMINA MISS INDIA WORLD

FIRST RUNNER-UP |
Rubal Shekhawat
State: Rajasthan

FEMINA MISS INDIA 2022 -

SECOND RUNNER-UP |
Shinata Chauhan
State: Uttar Pradesh

FEMINA MISS INDIA 2022 -
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At the VLCC Femina Miss India grand finals, Sini Shetty of Karnataka was

declared the winner of the Femina Miss India World 2022 title.
She will now participate in the 71st Miss
World pageant as Ind01ia's representative.
Shetty (age 21) was crowned Femina Miss

India World 2022 by Manasa Varanasi, Miss llaE‘
India 2020, at the JIO World Convention n-§
Center in Mumbai. '.‘E
Rubal Shekhawat (from Rajasthan) is the o
first runner-up of Femina Miss India 2022, o
while Shinata Chauhan (from Uttar Pradesh) - 3
is the second runner-up.
It was the 58th edition of the Femina Miss :
India beauty pageant. -
o
red

170. Recently

B
C.
D.
E

Bala Devi

Manisha Kalyan
Muskan Varshney
None of the above

e Shooting into fame after scoring against Brazil last year, young winger
Manisha Kalyan has made history once again as she is set to become the
first Indian to play in the UEFA Women's Champions League after the 20-
year-old forward signed a two-year deal with Cypriot club Apollon Ladies.

e Apollon will be playing in round 1 of the UEFA Women’s Champions League
qualifying on 18 August. If they win, they will face the winners of
Switzerland’s FC Zurich and Faroe Island’s Klaksvik Kvinnur.

e Manisha made her senior team debut against Hong Kong in January 2019,
but the turning point in her career came when she was named to the Indian

LY . % *
Sini Shetty (centre), a professional dancer from Mangaluru who called the US's new anti-abortion law “a case
of gender inequality”, was crowned Femina Miss India World 2022 in Mumbai on Sunday night. Rajasthan’s
Rubal Shekhawat (left) and UP's Shinata Chauhan (right) were declared first and second runnerup | P 7

has made history as she is set to become the first Indian to play in the UEFA Women's
Champions League after the 20-year-old forward signed a two-year deal with Cypriot club Apollon Ladies.

A.
. Sanju Kumari

Manisha set to play

in Women's CL

CHENNAI

Manisha Kalyan is set to
become the first Indian to
play in the UEFA Women's
Champions League after the
20-year-old forward signed a
two-year deal with Cypriot
club Apollon Ladies. Manisha,
who won two IWL titles
(2019-20, 21-22) with
Gokulam Kerala, is also an
India international with 17
caps and four goals to her
name.
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U-17 team that participated in the BRICS Football Cup in South Africain
2018.

e In the 2019-20 season, she played a key role in Gokulam Kerala winning the Indian
Women’s League (IWL) title. She was named the emerging player of the tournament.

171. Recently broke Brian Lara's world record, of most . .
runs of an over in Test cricket as he smashed 35 runs in an over. SIMU?HSBEO:}: ?_riu'n'!vg r.: t?e‘igzi:snn.lr.::ts
A. Risabh Pant breaking the record of 28

B. Jhonny Bairstow
C. Jasprit Bumrah

D. Joe Root

E. None of the above

Batter: Lara
Bowler: Robin Peterson
416161414]4

B West Indies vs. South
Africa, Johannesburg,
2003

Batter: Bailey
Bowler: Anderson
41612141616

W Australia vs.
England, Perth, 2013

e Jasprit Bumrah smashed Brian Lara's world record as Stuart Broad
conceded the most expensive Test over in history.

e Jasprit Bumrah created a new world record with the bat in the ‘
ongoing fifth Test match of the India-England series at Edgbaston Bowler: Broad = Ba;‘”ﬂ
Cricket Ground. In the 83rd over of the Indian innings, Stuart Broad I :'I:;:J:;Z:;L“"'GH ‘%Mb
conceded 35 runs to help India cross the 400-run mark in the

Birmingham, 2022 M South Africa
vs. England, Port

]
Bumrah scored 29 of those Elizabeth, 2020

innings. I 35, a wide went for four (five
. . . . runs) and a no-ball that was B Maharaj scored 24
e Lara had set the record in a West Indies-South Africa Test match in hit for a six (seven runs) and there were 4 byes
, ) ,
2003 of Robin Petersen's bowling. st whenyou thilnksoibave | Sl Sadio
seen it all, this game sur- lose my

e By conceding 35 runs in an over, Broad now holds the record for Srtacs st cxt e Padeliiatiag, | (récontbodat.

j 1 i i | batting from Bumrah to smash the | oh, well, records
conceding the most number of runs in an over in Test cricket redcherryRor 29 inanover Firt | rema i c ;,ﬂhc
1 i ioint- in Durban with Yuvraj and now roken, 1 guess.
history. The veteran England pacer is also the joint-holder of the e o oY | Ontoue
same record in T20I cricket alongside Sri Lankan spinner Akila place and right time for 35and 36. | nextone
RAVI SHASTRI ROBIN PETERSON

Dhananjay. Broad had conceded 36 runs in the 2007 T20 World
Cup against India when Yuvraj Singh smashed him for six sixes in
an over.

172. Recently OnsJabeur Becomes First Arab Player to Reach Grand Slam Final. She hails from which of the following
country?
A. Saudi Arabia
B. Tunisia
C. UAE
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D. Iraq
E. None of the above

Ons Jabeur advanced to her first Grand Slam final after defeating Tatjana Maria.
The No. 3 seed became the first Arab player to reach a major final with the win. Jabeur is also the first African

woman to reach a Grand Slam final during the Open era.

Before Jabeur, the only other Tunisian to reach the WTA Top 100 rankings was Selima Sfar, peaking at No. 75 in

July 2001.

A Major feat

» -

. P s

Jabeur first Arab in Major final

L i

Ons jabeur (R) ended Tatjaﬁé Maria's stupendous run. REUTERS

LONDON, JULY7
When Ons Jabeur sealed the
match point that made her
the first Arab to reach a
Grand Slam final at Wimble-
don today all she could think
of was rushing over to her
vanquished barbecue buddy
at the net to give Tatjana
Maria the tightest of hugs.
While Jabeur's coach Issam
Jellali jumped to his feet with
raised arms to join 15,000
cheering fans in hailing the
first African woman to reach
the title match, Jabeur sim-

ply smiled as she ended
Maria's remarkable run with
a 6-2 3-6 6-1 victory. On the
eve of the contest, Jabeur had
vowed that the "hug at the
end will be amazing" and she
was not wrong. The two play-
ers held each other across the
net for what seemed an eter-
nity, with both whispering
into each other's ears.
Meanwhile, Elena Rybaki-
na powered into the final by
dismantling former champi-
on Simona Halep 6-3 6-3 with
a clinical display. — Reuters

Parul sets new
3,000m record

NEW DELHI, JULY 3

Parul Chaudhary smashed
the national women’s
3,000 metres record at the
Sound Running meet in
Los Angeles, becoming the
first athlete from India to
clock a sub-nine minute
time in the event.

The 27-year-old from
Meerut covered the distance
in 8 minutes 57.19 seconds as
she finished third in the race
on Saturday night. With her
latest effort, Chaudhary, who
specialises in steeplechase,
broke Suriya Loganathan’s
record of 9:04.5, set in New
Delhi six years ago.

Chaudhary was trailing at
the fifth spot in the race
before she picked up pace in
the last two laps to claim a
podium finish.

The 3,000m event is a non-
Olympics event in which the
Indians don’t compete often.

Chaudhary is part of the
Indian team for the World

Science Technology And Environment

200

Parul Chaudhary became the
first Indian to clock a sub-nine
minute time in women's
3,000 metres. AFi

Championships, which will
be held in Oregon later this
month. She will be compet-
ing in the women’s 3,000m
steeplechase event. Chaud-
hary had won the gold in the
women’s 3,000m steeple-
chase at the Nationals last
month in Chennai. — PTI
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A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both1&2

D. None of the above

e DRDO successfully carried out the
maiden flight of the Autonomous
Flying Wing Technology
Demonstrator.

e Maiden flight was successfully carried
out from Aeronautical Test Range,

Which of the following statement is correct?
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173. Consider the following statement regarding DRDO Autonomous Flying Wing Technology Demonstrator.
1. Maiden flight was successfully carried out from Aeronautical Test Range, Chitradurga, Karnataka
2. It is designed and developed by Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), Bengaluru.

DRDO’s unmanned aircraft takes wing

OURBUREAU
New Delhi, july 1
In a significant step towards
self-reliance instrategic defence
technologies, the Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO), on Friday,
successfully conducted the
maiden flight of Autonomous
Flying Wing  Technology
Demonstrator from the aero-
nautical test range in
Chitradurga of Karnataka.

“This flight marks a major
milestone in terms of proving
critical technologies towards
the development of unmanned
aircraft,” said the Defence Min-
istry.

Unmanned vehicles have
many advantages over conven-
tional aircraft, they are more

The Autonomous Flying Wing Technology Demonstrator being

flight-tested by DRDO at Aeronautical Test Range in Chitradurga rn

economical, have better endur-
ance and save human lives. Use
of such vehicles have multi-
plied in wars, as they can be
armed as well used for surveil-
lance. The maiden sortie was in
a fully autonomous mode, with

the aircraft exhibiting a perfect
flight, including take-off, way
point navigation and a smooth
touchdown, stated the Ministry.

Designed and developed by
DRDO's premium Bengaluru-
based research lab, Aeronaut-

ical Development Establish-
ment, the unmanned aerial
vehicle is powered by a small
turbofan engine. Its airframe,
undercarriage and entire flight
control and avionics systems
were developed indigenously, it
said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated DRDO for
the “major achievement to-
wards autonomous aircraft”
which he believes, “will pave the
way for ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
in terms of critical military sys-
tems”. Secretary, Department of
Defence R&D and Chairman
DRDOG Satheesh Reddyalsoap-
preciated the efforts of the
teams associated in the design,
development and testing of the
system.

Chitradurga, Karnataka on July 01,
2022,

174. Consider the following statement regarding
PSLV-C53/DS-EO mission.
1. PSLV-C53 is the second dedicated commercial
mission of NewSpace India Limited (NSIL).
2. This is the 55th mission of PSLV and the 15th
mission using the PSLV-Core Alone variant.
3. PSLV-C53 carries three satellites. DS-EO, a 365
kg, and NeuSAR, a 155 kg satellite both
belonging to Singapore. The third satellite is a 2.8
kg Scoob-1 of Nanyang Technological University
(NTU), Singapore.

Which of the following statement is correct?

e [tis designed and developed by Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), Bengaluru.
e The aircraft operated in a fully autonomous mode. It is powered by a small turbofan engine.

e The aircraft's airframe, as well as its entire flight control and avionics systems, are developed indigenously.

In 2nd commercial success, ISRO
sends 3 foreign satellites into orbit

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

THE INDIAN Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Thursday
successfully launched three
Singapore satellites through its
commercial arm, the New Space
India Ltd, the second such launch
after February’s by space agency.

Along with the commercial
satellites, officials said, the cur-
rent mission also has six in-orbit
experiments mounted on the
rocket’s fourth stage.

This is the second time that
the space agency has utilised the
stage for in-orbit experiments,
the first being in 2019 when a
student organisation, SpaceKidz
India, put its KalamSat on the PS-
4 stage of the rocket.

A week ago, Isro, through
NSIL, launched the 4,180-kg
GSAT-24 satellite aboard a vehi-
cle from commercial launcher
Ariane Space. The satellite will
provide pan-India coverage for
DTH services and has been
leased out to Tata Play.

ISRO’s PSLV-C53 carrying DS-
EO satellite along with two
other satellites launched. P11

“Congratulations to NSIL for
accomplishing yet another ma-
jor mission in this month, June
itself... Iwish all the very best to
NSIL for major missions to take
up in the coming days using
PSLV and PSLV is waiting for that
to happen,” Isro chairman S
Somanath said after the mission.

The PSLV-C53, the country's

workhorse rocket, took off from
Sriharikota at 6pm on Thursday.
Around 18 minutes later, the
three satellites were injected into
their precise orbits, with the
launch vehicle flying in the core-
alone configuration, where no
strap-on motors are used other
than the four main engine stages.
The rocket’s main payload
was a 365-kg Singaporean DS-EO,
an electro-optic earth observa-
tion satellite capable of providing
full colour images for land classi-
fication and in disaster relief.
The second, the 155-kg
NeuSAR was a small commercial
satellite capable of providing im-
ages during the day or at night
under all weather conditions.
The third satellite was
Nanyang Technical University's
2.8-kg Scoob-1, the first in the
student satellite series for hands-
on training for the university’s
satellite research centre. In addi-
tion to the international pay-
loads, the rocket also carried six
experiments in its fourth stage,
including two from Indian start-
ups Digantara and Dhruva space.
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Only1&2

Only 2&3

Only 1&3

All of the above
None of the above

mon®>

e ISRO undertook PSLV-C53/DS-EO mission on June 30, 2022, from the Second Launch Pad at Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota.

e PSLV-C53is the second dedicated commercial mission of NewSpace India Limited (NSIL). It is designed to orbit
the DS-EO satellite along with two other co-passenger satellites from Singapore.

e This is the 55th mission of PSLV and the 15th mission using the PSLV-Core Alone variant. The mission proposes to
demonstrate the utilization of the spent upper stage of the launch vehicle as a stabilized platform for scientific
payloads after the separation of the satellites.

e PSLV-C53 carries three satellites. DS-EO, a 365 kg, and NeuSAR, a 155 kg satellite both belonging to Singapore.
The third satellite is a 2.8 kg Scoob-1 of Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore.

e PSLV Orbital Experimental Module (POEM)DS-EO carries an Electro-Optic, multi-spectral payload that will provide
full-color images for land classification, and serve Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief needs.

e The PSLV Orbital Experimental Module is a platform that will help perform in-orbit experiments using the final,
and otherwise discarded, stage of ISRO’s workhorse rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

e The PSLV is a four-stage rocket where the first three spent stages fall back into the ocean, and the final stage (PS4)
— after launching the satellite into orbit — ends up as space junk.

e However, in the PSLV-C53 mission, the spent final stage will be utilized as a “stabilized platform” to perform
experiments.

e POEM is carrying six payloads, including two from Indian space start-ups Digantara and Dhruva Space.

e According to ISRO, POEM has a dedicated Navigation Guidance and Control (NGC) system for attitude
stabilization, which stands for controlling the orientation of any aerospace vehicle within permitted limits.

e The NGC will act as the platform’s brain to stabilize it with specified accuracy.

e POEM will derive its power from solar panels mounted around the P54 tank, and a Li-lon battery. It will navigate
using “four sun sensors, a magnetometer, gyros & NavIC

e NeuSAR is Singapore's first small commercial satellite carrying a SAR payload, which is capable of providing
images day and night and under all weather conditions.

e SCOOB-I satellite is the first satellite in the Student Satellite Series (53-1), a hands-on student training program
from the Satellite Research Centre (SaRC) at Singapore's NTU School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering.

175. Recently NTPC Commissioned India’s largest floating Solar Power Project in
A. Telangana
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B. Karnataka

C. Gujarat

D. Punjab

E. None of the above

operational.

e NTPCdeclared Commercial Operation of the final
part capacity of 20 MW out of 100 MW
Ramagundam Floating Solar PV Project at
Ramagundam, Telangana with effect from July 01,
2022.

e With the operationalization of the 100-MW Solar
PV Project at Ramagundam, the total commercial
operation of Floating Solar Capacity in the
Southern Region rose to 217 MW.

e Earlier, NTPC declared Commercial operation of 92
MW Floating Solar at Kayamkulam (Kerala) and 25
MW Floating Solar at Simhadri (Andhra Pradesh).

e The solar modules are placed on floaters
manufactured with HDPE (High-Density
Polyethylene) material.

176. Which of the following indigenously built Stealth
Guided Miissile Destroyer was deployed to Port
Victoria, Seychelles to coincide with the
Independence Day of Seychelles on 29 June 22 and
was dressed overall to mark the ceremonial
occasion?

A. INS Kochi

B. INS Vishakapatnam
C. INS Kolkata

D. INS Vikrant

E. None of the above

e India’s largest floating Solar Power Project is now fully

Y cwa
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INDIA'SLARGEST FLOATING SOLAR
PLANT, AND WHY ITIS SIGNIFICANT

The floating solar plant at Ramagundam: 500 acres, capacity 100MW. NTPC

INDIA'S LARGEST floating solar plant is now
fully operational at Ramagundam in
Telangana. The 100-megawatt (MW) float-
ing solar power photovoltaic project, com-
missioned by the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC), was commissioned on
July 1, raising the total floating solar capac-
ity in commercial operation in the southern
region to 217 MW, according to the NTPC.
The NTPC has set a target of 60GW ca-
pacity through renewable energy sources,
constituting nearly 45% of its overall power
generation capacity, by 2032. The
Ramagundam plant spread over 500 acres is
builtat acost of Rs 423 crore through a con-
tract with Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited.
WHAT IT MEANS: Solar plants can be
either ground-mounted or set up on the
surface of waterbodies. Though these float-
ing farms are a bit more expensive, there
are advantages as well. They do not require
land to be acquired for the installation of
photovoltaic panels. They are more effi-
cient as the presence of water underneath
helps them keep cool. They also reduce wa-
ter evaporation, thereby saving more water
for hydropower generation.
AtRamagundam, the solarmodules are
placed across 500 acres on floaters manu-
factured with high-density polyethene ma-

rm - 'MWE _

terial that keeps floating irrespective of wa-
ter-level fluctuations. The spread is divided
into 40 blocks, each with a capacity of 2.5
MW, anarray of 11,200 solar modules, and
a floating platform with various compo-
nents. This project is unique because all the
electrical equipment are set up on floating
ferro-cement platforms.

ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY: Solar pan-
els floating on the water surface will reduce
the evaporationrate and thereby help wa-
ter conservation. Also, with a minimum
land requirement, mostly for associated
evacuation arrangements, available land
can be put to better use unlike in the case
of ground-mounted solar farms.

At Ramagundam, approximately 32.5
lakh cubic metres per year of water evap-
oration can be prevented. The waterbody
underneath the solar modules helps in
maintaining their ambient temperature,
thereby improving their efficiency and gen-
eration. Coal consumption of 1,65,000
tonnes can be avoided per year; carbon
dioxide emissions of 2,10,000 tons per year
can be prevented, according to the NTPC.

RAHUL VPISHARODY
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e The Indian Navy contingent joined the enthusiastic
personnel of the Seychelles Defence Force (SDF)
and the proud citizens of the Republic of Seychelles
for the Independence Day celebrations.

e INS Kolkata, an indigenously built Stealth Guided Missile Destroyer of the Indian Navy, was deployed to Port
Victoria, Seychelles to coincide with the Independence Day of Seychelles on 29 June 22 and was dressed overall to
mark the ceremonial occasion.

e A marching contingent of IN personnel along with the Musical Band joined the Military Parade held at the Unity
Stadium at Roche Caiman on 03 July 22. The deployment marked sustained participation of Indian Military
Contingent in the Seychelles National Day since 1976.

e During the port call, INS Kolkata delivered two engines of Dornier Aircraft of the SDF, which were overhauled at
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL), Hyderabad. A set of engineering spares were also delivered to Seychelles Coast
Guard (SCG) for the sustenance of SCG ships.

e The deployment of INS Kolkata aligned with the vision of SAGAR which promotes collaborative efforts to ensure
maritime security in the Indian Ocean. To this end, India remains committed to providing sustained support to
capacity building & capability enhancement efforts of all maritime littorals of the Indian Ocean.

177. Recently In July Indian Naval Air Squadron 324 named was
commissioned into the Indian Navy at INS Dega, Visakhapatnam.
A. KESTRELS
B. EAGLEEYE ALH Squadron INAS 324 Commissioned at Visakhapatnam
C. OPTIMUS
D PRIME Posted On: 04 JUL 2022 4:20PM by PIB Delhi
Indian Naval Air Squadron 324 was commissioned into the Indian Navy in the presence of Viee Admiral Biswayit Dasgupta, AVSM., YSM. VSM Flag Officer
E None of the above Commanding-in-Chief. Eastern Naval Command at an impressive Commissioning Ceremony held at INS Dega, Visakhapatnam on 04 Jul 22. The unit 1s the first Naval

Squadron on the Eastern Seaboard operating the indigenously designed and built Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) MK TII (MR helicopters

INAS 324 has been named "KESTRELS™ which are birds of prey and have good sensory capabilities symbolising the envisaged role of the Aireraft and the Air Squadron
The Insignia of the Squadron depicts a ‘'KESTREL' searching over vast blue and white sea waves, which signifies the integral Maritime Reconnaissance (MR) and Search
and Rescue (SAR) role of the Squadron.

ALH MK TIII helicopters are fitted with state-of-the-art equipment which includes modern surveillance radar and electro-optical sensors. Induction of these flving machines
15, in pursuance of the GOI initiative of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, as they have been developed and manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). In addition to their
primarily roles of MR and SAR, these helicopters can also be deployed for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief(HADR) Operations as well as Special Operations
with Marine Commandos. The helicopter also has an airborne Medical Intensive Care Unit (MICU) for use in the Air Ambulance role to facilitate the medical evacuation of

critically ill patients.

e Indian Naval Air Squadron 324 was commissioned into the Indian Navy at an impressive Commissioning
Ceremony held at INS Dega, Visakhapatnam on 04 Jul 22.

e The unit is the first Naval Squadron on the Eastern Seaboard operating the indigenously designed and built
Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) MK Ill (MR) helicopters.
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e INAS 324 has been named "KESTRELS” which are birds of prey and have good sensory capabilities symbolizing
the envisaged role of the Aircraft and the Air Squadron.

e The Insignia of the Squadron depicts a ‘/KESTREL’ searching over vast blue and white sea waves, which signifies
the integral Maritime Reconnaissance (MR) and Search and Rescue (SAR) role of the Squadron.

e Induction of these flying machines is, in pursuance of the GOl initiative of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, as they have
been developed and manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

e These helicopters can also be deployed for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief(HADR) Operations as
well as Special Operations with Marine Commandos.

178. Recently in July, the following ship took part in the largest multilateral Naval Exercises, the 28" edition of Rim of
the Pacific exercise, also known as RIMPAC at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii.
A. INS Vikrant

INS Satpura

INS Kochi

INS Tabar

None of the above

mMooOw

e Indian Navy'sindigenous Frigate INS Satpura and P8/ LRMRASW aircraft are at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii taking
part in one of the largest multilateral Naval Exercises, the Rim of the Pacific exercise, also known as RIMPAC.

e The harbor phase of the exercise saw participation in multiple symposiums, exercise planning discussions, and
sports competitions.

e 28 countries, 38 warships, 09 land forces, 31 unmanned systems, 170 aircraft, and over 25,000 personnel are
participating in the multi-dimensional exercise. The sea phase commences on 12 Jul 22 and will culminate with
the closing ceremony on 04 Aug 22.

e The theme of RIMPAC 2022 is “Capable, Adaptive, Partners.”

179. Recently French engine manufacturer Safran announced that it would invest 5150 million to set up a
maintenance, repair, and overhaul facility in
A. Hyderabad
B. Noida
C. Pune
D. Gurugram
E. None of the above
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e French engine manufacturer
Safran has announced that it
would invest $150 million to
set up a maintenance, repair,
and overhaul facility in

e Meanwhile, forward
movement has taken place in
plans to co-develop and
produce a next-generation
fighter jet engine in India.

e Defense minister Rajnath Singh met a high-level French delegation led by Safran Group CEO Olivier Andries, with
the company releasing details of its planned investments that are expected to create close to 600 highly skilled

+

and helicopter engines.

Only1&2

Only2 &3
Only1&3

All of the above
None of the above

Safran Group to set up $150-m MRO facility

OUR BUREAU

for commercial airlines in Hyderabad

New Delhl, july 5
Ahigh-level delegation of Safran
Group, one of the leading ori-
ginal equipment manufactur-
ers of advanced aircraft engines
for civil and fighter jets, met De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday and announced plans
to set up maintenance, repair
and overhaul (MRO) facility for
commercial airlines in India.
The MRO facility through dir-
ect foreign investment of $150
million in Hyderabad is expec-
ted to create 500-600 highly
skilled jobs, said the Ministry of
Defence in a statement follow-
ing the meeting of Safran Group
delegation led by its CEO Olivier
Andries with the Defence Minis-
ter. The facility will be able to
overhaul over 250 LEAP1A &

Which of the following statement is correct?

e
1Y
=Ty

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh interacting with Olivier Andries, the

CEO of French company Safran Group, in New Delhirn

LEAP-1B engines used by Indian
and foreign commercial air-
lines per year in the beginning,
the Ministry stated.

The CEO also briefed the min-
ister of their plan to inaugurate
this week Safran Aircraft En-
gines and Safran Electrical &
Power India Pvt Ltd facilities in
Hyderabad.

Safran-HAL Aircraft Engines

180. Consider the following statement regarding World’s largest Zoo.
1. India will have the world’s largest zoo at Lalpur taluka of Jamnagar, Gujarat.
2. The zoo will be called ‘Greens Zoological Rescue and the Rehabilitation Kingdom.”
3. It will be built by Reliance Industries Limited.

as a joint venture will be based
in Bengaluru. Safran Aircraft En-
gine will fetch an investment of
€36 million and will be located
in the Hyderabad SEZ, it said. It
will produce parts and compon-
ents for advanced aircraft en-
gines including rotating seals.
Olivier Andries, said ministry
officials, outlined his com-
pany’s long-term plan in co-de-

velopment and co-production
of advanced jet engines and
transfer of technology.

Cost advantage

Welcoming the announcement
on new facilities, the Defence
Minister invited Safran to tie up
for more co-development and
co-production projects in tune
with ‘Make in India, Make for
the World' and ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’. “We are a big market.
However, we are increasingly fo-
cused on making in India for ad-
dressing the needs in a compet-
itive manner and supplying to
friendly foreign countries. You
can leverage all the competitive
advantages India offers, includ-
ing the cost advantages and
availability of trained man-
power,” he said.

e The MRO facility for LEAP-1A and LEAP-1B engines in use by Indian and foreign commercial airlines is expected to
overhaul 250 engines a year.
e Safran, which is one of the leading manufacturers of jet engines in the world, is also in talks with Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) to co-develop a 110-kilonewton power engine for next-
generation fighter aircraft.
e The French company will inaugurate three facilities in India - Safran Aircraft Engines, Safran Electrical & Power
India Pvt Ltd, and Safran-HAL Aircraft Engines - this week. They will focus on components for advanced aircraft
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India’s ark: World’s laest zoo takes shape in Gu]arat |

African Lions, American Bears
Already In Acclimatisation Zone

Himanshu. Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

: Ahmedabad: Gujarat’s pri
i de is set to swell from being
the sole abode of Asiatic lions
to owning the planet’s largest
200 in two vears from now,
where people can marvel at
the beauty of African lions
: and the “fearful symmetry”,
to borrow William Blake's ph
rase, of Royal Bengal tigers.
A 280-acre swath in the
state is being readied for the
:  world’s biggest wildlife show
: case — the Green Zoological,
: Rescue and Rehabilitation
: Kingdom in Lalpur taluka
:  of Jamnagar on the Dwarka

Jamnagar Road. about 300km
from Ahmedabad

Aside a veritable panthe-
on of big cats, it will house
majestic, exotic, and endan
gered animals. As of now,
earthmoversand road levell
ers are bustling about, pav-
ing the way for enclosures
that will accommodate 1,689
animals belonging to 79 spe-
cies. Of these, 27 species will
be exotic, consisting of 257
animals such as cheetahs,
jaguars, jaguarundis, pvg
my hippos, giraffes, zebras,
kangaroos, white rhinos,
and Africanelephants

The zoo plan envisages 10
major zones and 73 special

Khijadiya @
° hn;w
Moti Khavdi ¢
@ @ @Changa lion @ Lemurs @ Capybara @ Caiman

[ Zoo site |

number of animals

280

acres

79 votal number
of species

257 Number of

exotic animals

rehabilitation centre
1,689 totar

27 exotic

species

BEST OF WILD

@ African lion ® White rhino ® White

reptile @ Yellow and green anacondas
® Cheetah @ Pygmy Hypo @ Orangutan

@ Giraffe ® Kangaroo

ised enclosures. A major at
traction will be the largest
an exotic island. This will
feature the 257 animals, in-
cluding caimans (a tropical
American reptile similar to
the alligator), capybaras (a
South American mammal),

Malayan tapirs{astout mam
mal), meerkats, marmosets
(a tiny tropical American
monkey), and binturong (a
tree-dwelling civet). The In
dian Forest zone will consist
of 238 animals, including gi
ant squirrels, pangolins,

swamp deer;, one-horned rhi
nos, and dhols (wild dogs)
The zoo is being built by
Reliance Industries Limited
(RIL). A few African lionsand
Royal Bengal tigers are al
ready inGujarataspartof the
7z00's rescue mission and are
acclimatising to the state’s
conditions in enclosures set
up 27km from the zoo enclave.
The big cats currently sh-
are the acclimatisation zone
with American bears (grizzly
and black), jaguars, ocelots,
and an albino lion. All these
animals brought in by the RIL
z00's rescue effort will be
eventually housed in the pub-
lic-viewing area if they are
deemed fully fit. They will be
in the zoo's special precincts
for exotic animals, which is
expected to welcome more sp-
ecies in the coming months.

Theanimal rescuecentre

has received deliveries from |

two cargo flights, one land
ing in Ahmedabad and the

other in Jamnagar. These |
animals are being tended to ||

by a dedicated team of nutri
tionists and veterinarians

A special CCTV network is |
being established tomonitor |

these animals’ well-being
“Due to the pandemic,
work on this project had been

delayed. But we hope to have |

it ready in two years if there
are no further contingen-
cies.”

(polyvinyl butyral) lamina-
ted glass barriers will placed |
for safety —similartothe one

used at Statue of Unity Butin

caseof theaviary, visitorscan
walk into the enclosure

e India will have the world’s largest zoo. The work for it is in-progress at Lalpur taluka of Jamnagar, Gujarat, and
will house exotic to endangered animals. Gujarat is already home to Asiatic lions, the pride of India.

e According to reports, over 250-acre land in Gujarat is being dedicated to building the largest animal home on the
planet. The zoo will be called ‘Greens Zoological Rescue and the Rehabilitation Kingdom’ and will not only be
important from a wildlife and environment perspective but also facilitate and boost tourism in the State.

e The Central Zoo Authority (CZA) 2019 subject to certain conditions approved the Detailed Project Report (DPR)
along with the Master (Layout) Plan for the establishment of the Greens Zoological Rescue and the Rehabilitation
Kingdom at Jamnagar by Reliance Industries Limited.

e Animals such as bats, giant squirrel, sambar, chowsingha deer, pangolin, wild boar, Asian elephants, fishing cat,
and more have been proposed for the zoo. A total of 79 bird and animal species will be housed at the zoo. This
includes 1,689 animals, including 27 species that will be exotic consisting of 257 animals.

181. Recently
A. IlIT Bombay

IIT Madras

IIT Ropar

B

C.
D. INIT Kanpur
E

have developed an Artificial Intelligence-based tool, ‘PIVOT’, that can predict cancer-
causing genes in an individual.

None of the above

e Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IlIT Madras) researchers
have developed an Artificial Intelligence-based tool, ‘PIVOT’, that
can predict cancer-causing genes in an individual.
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e This tool will help in devising personalized cancer treatment
strategies as per the institute. The findings of the research have
been published in a peer-reviewed journal called Frontiers.
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[I'T-M team develops Al tool to
predict cancer-causing genes

‘PIVOT,’ developed by IIT Madras researchers, is designed to predict
genes that are responsible for causing cancer in an individual.

The prediction is based on a model that utilizes information on
mutations, expression of genes, and copy number variation in
genes and perturbations in the biological network due to an altered

gene expression.

OUR BUREAU
Chennai, July 6

Indian Institute of Technology
Madras researchers have de-
veloped an Artificial Intelli-
gence-based tool, ‘PIVOT’, that
can predict cancer-causing
genes in an individual and
help in devising personalised
cancer treatment strategies.

“The prediction is based on
a model that utilises informa-
tion on mutations, expression
of genes, and copy-number
variation in genes and per-
turbations in the biological
network due toan altered gene
expression”, says a release.

The research was led by
Raghunathan  Rengaswamy,
Dean (Global Engagement), IIT
Madras, and Professor, Depart-
ment of Chemical Engineer-
ing; Karthik Raman, Associate
Professor, Bhupat and Jyoti Me-
hta School of Biosciences, and
a Core Member, Robert Bosch
Centre for Data Science and Ar-
tificial Intelligence (RBCDSAI)

~as

and Malvika Sudhakar, Re-
search Scholar. The findings of
the research have been pub-
lished in a peer-reviewed
journal Frontier in Genetics
(https://doi.org/10.3389/fgene.
2022.854190).

Machine learning model
The tool is based on a machine
learning model that classifies
genes as tumour Ssuppressor
genes, oncogenes or neutral
genes. The tool was able to suc-
cessfully predict both the exist-
ing oncogenes and tumour-
suppressor genes. Although
there are tools available to
identify personalised cancer
genes, they use unsupervised
learning and predict based on
presence and absence of muta-
tions in cancer-related genes.
This study, however, is the
first one to use supervised
learning and takes into ac-
count the functional impact of
mutations while making pre-
dictions, the release said.
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